
James 4 Study Guide 

 

1. What are the things that cause quarrels, arguments, and wars with in you? 

2. Whenever you get into arguments with friends, parents, or others, what ultimately are 

you arguing about? 

3. How does our worldly passions hamper our prayers? (Vs3) 

4. What does James mean by friendship with the world? 

5. Why is it so important to make sure that we are not seeking friendship with the world? 

6. Since friendship with the world leads to being an enemy of God and God “yearns 

jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us” James is telling us that God has 

a better way. What is that better way? 

7. James tells us to “be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 

morning and your joy to gloom.” It is important to note that James doesn’t mean that 

we should be miserable people. In verse 6 James reminds us that “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” What is James telling us here about the trust in 

our own strengths, thoughts, and passions? 

8. When we humble ourselves before God, how will that affect our relationships with 

others? 

9. James in verse 11 James uses the phrase “doer of the law” and reminds us roles we are 

to occupy. Look back at James 1: 19-27. How do these verses in James give us direction 

in how we are to treat and act towards God and each other? 

10. How does the way in which we boast about tomorrow reflect our humility towards God? 

11. How is knowing the right thing to do and failing to do it a sin? 

Summary: 

1. Our worldly passions and desires for power, money, and self, cause us to war with one 

another and reflect friendship with the world rather than God. 

2. We need to humble ourselves before God and seek His Kingdom first. This will impact 

not only our relationship with God but also with others as well. 

3. We must trust God’s will each day. Our best laid plans cannot and will not dictate God’s 

will. We must humbly approach each day as a gift from God and say if the Lord wills. 

Challenge 

1. Think about what things cause divisions between yourself and your family and others 

and how can you humbly seek what God would have you seek. 

2. Remind yourself about God’s attributes that make you see your need for Him. (the 

Psalms are a good place to do that.) 

3. Pray that your passions and desires match up with the passions and desires of God. 


