
Life in the Word 
Class 6 

“Teach the Word” 
 

John Piper (article in ESV Study Bible - “Reading the Bible in Prayer and Communion with God”) - 
“From Genesis to Revelation, God’s words and God’s deeds reveal God himself for our knowledge 
and our enjoyment. Of course, it is possible to read the Bible without enjoying communion with God. 
We must seek to understand the Bible’s meaning, and we must pause to contemplate what we 
understand and, by the Spirit, to feel and express the appropriate response of the heart… Keep 
communion as your aim, and remember the words of Scripture are there for us to know God’s heart, 
to commune with the Living Christ, and to respond appropriately to his beauty and to his voice.” 
 
Mark 6:30-44 - “The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 And 
he said to them, ‘Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.’ For many were 
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a 
desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there 
on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, 
and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to 
teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a 
desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.’ 37 But he answered them, ‘You give them 
something to eat.’ And they said to him, ‘Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread 
and give it to them to eat?’ 38 And he said to them, ‘How many loaves do you have? Go and see.’ 
And when they had found out, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’ 39 Then he commanded them all to sit 
down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And 
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among 
them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken 
pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.” 
 
Numbers 21:4-9 - “From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against 
Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and 
no water, and we loathe this worthless food.’ 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, 
‘We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he 
take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, 
‘Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.’ 
9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at 
the bronze serpent and live.” 
 
2 Corinthians 10:9-12 – “We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed 
by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these 
things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the 
end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 – “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.” 



Hebrews 7:25 – “Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.” 
 
John 3:14-15 – “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
ESV Study Bible! (History of Salvation in the Old Testament: Preparing the Way for Christ) - 
“Looking at the serpent prefigures faith in Christ who is lifted up” (John 3:14-16).” 
 
Charles Spurgeon – “When I could go no further, I turned down a court and came to a little Primitive 
Methodist Chapel. In that chapel there might be a dozen or fifteen people. The minister did not come 
that morning: snowed up, I suppose. A poor man, a shoemaker, a tailor, or something of that sort, 
went up into the pulpit to preach. He was obliged to stick to his text, for the simple reason that he had 
nothing else to say. The text was, ‘Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth’ [Isa 
45:22]. He did not even pronounce the words rightly, but that did not matter. There was, I thought, a 
glimpse of hope for me in the text. He began thus: ‘My dear friends, this is a very simple text indeed. 
It says, “Look.” Now that does not take a deal of effort. It ain’t lifting your foot or your finger; it is 
just “look.” Well, a man need not go to college to learn to look. You may be the biggest fool, and yet 
you can look. A man need not be worth a thousand a year to look. Anyone can look; a child can look. 
But this is what the text says. Then it says, “Look unto Me.” ‘Ay,’ said he, in broad Essex, ‘many of 
ye are looking to yourselves. No use looking there. You’ll never find comfort in yourselves.’ Then 
the good man followed up his text in this way: ‘Look unto Me: I am sweating great drops of blood. 
Look unto Me; I am hanging on the Cross. Look: I am dead and buried. Look unto Me; I rise again. 
Look unto Me; I ascend; I am sitting at the Father’s right hand. O, look to Me! Look to Me!’ When 
he had got about that length, and managed to spin out ten minutes, he was at the length of his tether. 
Then he looked at me under the gallery, and I daresay, with so few present, he knew me to be a 
stranger. He then said, ‘Young man, you look very miserable.’ Well, I did; but I had not been 
accustomed to have remarks made on my personal appearance from the pulpit before. However, it 
was a good blow struck. He continued: ‘And you will always be miserable—miserable in life and 
miserable in death—if you do not obey my text. But if you obey now, this moment, you will be 
saved.’ Then he shouted, as only a Primitive Methodist can, ‘Young man, look to Jesus Christ.’ 
There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, and that moment I saw the sun; 
and I could have risen that moment and sung with the most enthusiastic of them of the Precious 
Blood of Christ.” 
 
Teaching the Word 

• Deuteronomy 6:6-7 – “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” 
 

• Matthew 28:19-20 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you.” 

 
• Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.” 

 



7 Simple Steps for Teaching or Preaching  
 

1. Do a Little Background Work on the Text 
• Know author, original audience, what’s going on around your text 
• You can find almost everything in a study Bible 

 
2. Meditate on the Text 

• It will help you to begin to see some things, help you step into the text, experience it, 
taste it, connect with Christ in the text 

• Find the Living Water, the Living Word in the text  
 

3. POMGAP the Text 
• Because POMGAP gives you a couple very important things, in particular, the main 

point, the gospel, and the application 
 
• M - The Main Point 

o Find the main point the original author wanted to convey to his original audience 
o Because you want to make the main point of the text the main point of your 

sermon or your teaching 
o The main point should then be clear in your introduction and conclusion 
o All your other material should be organized under that main point 
o So ask, “What’s the BIG IDEA here?” And be simple! 
o J.H. Jowett: "I have a conviction that no sermon is ready for preaching...until we 

can express its theme in a short, pregnant sentence as clear as a crystal. I find the 
getting of that sentence is the hardest, the most exacting and the most fruitful 
labor in my study...I do not think any sermon ought to be preached, or even 
written, until that sentence has emerged, clear and lucid as a cloudless moon." 

 
• G - The Gospel 

o How is the main point fulfilled by Christ, or how does it point to Christ? 
o Charles Spurgeon - “A sermon without Christ in it is like a loaf of bread without 

any flour in it. No Christ in your sermon, sir? Then go home, and never preach 
again until you have something worth preaching.”  

o Tim Keller - “Every time you preach, you are not finished unless [you show] how 
it is that we cannot save ourselves and that only Jesus can.”  

 
• A – Application 

o In light of what Christ has done, what is God now calling us to do? 
o Answer the “so what?” question – so what should we now do? 
o But now you should have a gospel-motivation, a Christ-centered motivation for 

doing that thing! 
o Unknown author - “Exposition without application produces constipation!”  

 
4. Organize Your Material 

• Think about your sub-points 
o Are there a couple sub-points that might go under that main point? 
o Your sub-points should support that main point 

 



• Think about when you will point people to Christ 
o Help people to see Christ, feel Christ, taste Christ! 
o George Whitfield - “I would not for one thousand worlds preach an unfelt 

Christ.”  
o C.S. Lewis – “Don't just tell people how to feel, describe in such a way that 

people feel it themselves.” 
 

• Think about where you will put the application  
 

5. Illustrate! 
• The power of imagination! 
• John Stott (Between Two Worlds) – Remember that humans have trouble grasping 

abstract concepts--we need them converted into pictures and examples.  
• John Stott (Between Two Worlds) – Think of illustrations as windows that let in light on 

our subject and help people to more clearly see and appreciate it.  
 

6. Add Your Introduction & Conclusion 
• Introduction 

o It should contain the main point 
o John Stott (Between Two Worlds) - A good introduction serves two purposes. 

First, it arouses interest, stimulates curiosity, and whets the appetite for more. 
Secondly, it genuinely introduces the theme by leading the hearers into it.  

o John Stott (Between Two Worlds) - "Men have a natural aversion to abruptness, 
and delight in a somewhat gradual approach. A building is rarely pleasing in 
appearance without a porch or some sort of inviting entrance." 
 

• Conclusion 
o Don’t say anything new, but encapsulate what you’ve said 
o Call people to action 
o John Stott (Between Two Worlds) – “Call the congregation to act! Our 

expectation as the sermon comes to an end, is not merely that people will 
understand or remember or enjoy our teaching, but that they will do something 
about it. If there is no summons, there is no sermon!” 
 

7. Pray!  
• Pray all the way through! 
• R.W. Dale (1877 Yale Lecture Series on Preaching) - "Work without prayer is atheism; 

and prayer without work is presumption."  
• John Stott (Between Two Worlds) - "We need to pray until our text comes freshly alive to 

us, the glory shines forth from it, the fire burns in our heart, and we begin to experience 
the explosive power of God's Word within us." 

 
 
 
 
 


