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Welcome to 21 Days of Prayer as part of Christ Redeemer Church’s
BUILDING THE VISION Campaign!

The purpose of these 21 Days is to fortify and leverage the Campaign with a significant commitment to pray! We
want to commune with the Lord, to praise him and thank him for what he has done in and through us in the
past… and, also, to plead with him to do abundantly and exceedingly more than we could ask or imagine to
advance our vision in the future, especially with the help of a building of our own. These 21 Days are a means to
help us do that.

The 21 Days begin on Monday, October 11, and run through Sunday, October 31. These days ahead include:

• Direction for reading through a booklet called Enjoy Your Prayer Life (EPL) by Michael Reeves. There will be 14
days of rather brief chapters to Read from that booklet, along with direction to Reflect, consider Scripture, and
help to Pray.

• Friday morning prayer opportunities via Zoom —Oct.15, 22, 29.

• In-person prayer gatherings before the Sunday worship services —Oct.17, 24, 31. (For those ladies in the
Women’s class, there will be time set aside in that class to pray as well.) 

• 24hr ‘round-the-clock prayer during the final 7 days. You can find that 24/7 schedule on CCB. Login and go
to the “All Church” group, then click on the “Needs” tab. Then click on the need labeled “Bldg the Vision 24/7
Prayer.” Look over the dates and hour-long slots and choose one or two, or more, and click the “I’ll take it”
button. (CCB—>All Church—>Needs—>Bldg the Vision 24/7 Prayer—>I’ll take it)

How should you use this guide?

The layout of what follows will have each of the 21 Days labeled (e.g., “Day 1. Monday, October 11”), and direction
for reading an EPL chapter, reflecting, considering Scripture, and especially for prayer. There will also be
reminders along the way about the Friday and Sunday group prayer opportunities.

You could step through the guide in a few different ways. Feel freedom!

1. If you are an adult or a high-schooler, spend time alone in personal devotional time and use this 21 Days

guide as your primary content/focus for that time.

2. If you are a parent, in addition to #1, go over the guide as a family (maybe at bedtime or mealtime, or
whenever you presently have family devotions scheduled). OR, you could carry on with whatever personal
routine you presently have in place, and simply use this guide separately as the content/focus for your family
devotion time.

3. If you are in a Life Group and/or DNA group, you could carry on with any of the above options, but also,
when your DNA group (or whole Life Group) gathers, you could choose to go through the corresponding
day’s guidance.
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Note that each of the days are attached to a specific date. However, there is no EPL chapter to read on the three
Fridays or three Sundays included in the 21 days ahead. So, if you get behind, you could choose to leverage
time on Fridays or Sundays to catch up. There is still urging to pray, however, on Fridays and Sundays. But as
was mentioned, there will be opportunities to pray together as a church via Zoom on Friday or in person on
Sundays.

Note also that in the “Pray” sections each day, you’ll notice a pattern of Praise, Confess, Thank, and Ask. That
might seem familiar to you. It’s basically just another way of following the “ACTS” model of prayer. ACTS stands
for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. It’s one helpful way to structure prayer for focus over
an extended time. It also reminds us that to pray is to do more than simply ask God for stuff. It is that, to be sure!
But it involves more than that, too. It also involves —among other things— praise/adoration, confession and
thanksgiving.

Again, welcome to these 21 Days of Prayer! May the Lord help us! And “to him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Eph.3:20).

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 1: Monday, October 11

Read: EPL, back cover.

Reflect: This booklet aims to help readers “to understand that prayer should be a natural expression of our faith.
Just as faith is awakened as we grasp the wonders of the gospel, so prayer follows as our hearts respond to
theses glorious truths.” And it hopes to show that “prayer doesn’t have to be a duty to be performed, but is
rather a gift to be enjoyed.”

How does that land on you? What seems encouraging to you about that? Does anything about that seem
challenging? Have you ever felt like prayer is a duty, rather than a gift? Why do you think that is? Would
you typically say that prayer is enjoyable for you? Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it.
Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Luke 18:1 — And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose

heart.

Jesus taught that we “ought always to pray and not lose heart.” Consider that as you aim to focus on
prayer in the days ahead. Over the weeks, we'll better see the problems we bump into with that call, why
it can be tough at times, and why it really is such a great gift to be enjoyed.

Pray: Praise God for his incredible character. He is gracious, merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love! Confess any sense of difficulty you feel with prayer. Confess any thoughts you might have that prayer really
does just feel like a duty rather than a gift. Thank God for Jesus! Jesus was (and is) a perfect prayer-er! And his
perfection is credited to you by God’s grace through faith in him. Ask God to stir your heart in huge ways to pray
in the days ahead. Ask him to fill you and our church afresh with the Holy Spirit. Ask him to counsel us, teach us,
and direct us as the whole church now considers how we might invest our “time, talent, and treasure” in our
vision, and what that could or should mean for financial giving for a building. Thank God for his work in and
through our church over the last 11 years, and ask him to keep making disciples through us for his glory.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4



Day 2: Tuesday, October 12

Read: EPL chapter 1.

Reflect: Notice how Reeves equates prayer to communion with God. Our God is personal. Prayer is an avenue
by which we engage a real relationship with him in the full range of life’s circumstances along with their
accompanying emotions —fear, loneliness, guilt, hurt, shame, joy, etc. Jesus said that he —personally— will never
leave us or forsake us (Matt.28:20). Paul took courage not only because of what he believed, but because of
whom he believed (2Tim.1:12). We don’t pray to the sky. We don’t pray to a statue. We don’t pray to any other
place or thing. We pray to a Person —the most real, most alive, most good, most loving, most faithful, most wise,
and most powerful Person in the universe! When we pray, we commune with The Living God —Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. We “communicate intimately” with him. And he’s happy about that.

In what ways recently have you experienced God to be real, alive, good, loving, faithful, wise, or
powerful? Take time to think on your answers. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it
with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Luke 10:38–42 — Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named

Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said,
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

Reeves said of some Christian leaders —but really applicable to all of us— that “the importance and
urgency of what they do, can, ironically, collapse into self-sufficient busyness causing them to be a bunch
of Marthas.” It’s easy to slip into this busyness in any given circumstance, especially if trying to reach a
big goal like we are in our Building the Vision Campaign. Our church has a big vision and mission! We
want to see joyful disciples of Jesus made and multiplied for God’s glory through gospel-centered
community on mission. That’s big! That’s impossible. We can’t “Martha” our way to success in that. Let
these 21 Days of Prayer ahead of you serve to draw you to Jesus’ feet. Choose “the good portion” of
communing with Jesus in prayer.

Pray: Take time to praise Jesus for his perfect peace in heart and mind; he's not “distracted with much serving,”
but truly available to be present with you in prayer. Confess your sin of “self-sufficient busyness.” Thank God for
his presence, and provision, and protection over the life of Christ Redeemer Church. Ask God to help you know
his presence by experience —like knowing the sweetness of honey not by a book description, but by
experienced taste. Jesus is our personal Savior. Ask him to intercede for you and for our church to advance our
vision and mission. Without communion with God in prayer, our Building the Vision efforts will only be the
“self-sufficient busyness” of “a bunch of Marthas.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 3: Wednesday, October 13

Read: EPL chapter 2.

Reflect: Prayer can feel burdensome at times because we can often consider it a mere activity —and something
we must do— rather than simply an expression of faith. It’s simply an expression of our confidence in God…our
trust in his character and capabilities…our love for his presence… and appreciation of his provision. It’s not too
unlike any relationship with ones we love and trust. We express that love and trust in our time spent with them,
talking with them, sharing our hearts, encouraging them, confessing our struggles and joys, asking for help, and
so on. And that’s prayer in relation to God. It’s an expression, a demonstration, a natural act of our deep trust
and love for him.

What might be a couple things you’d point to from your life —either recently or further in the past— that
have served to build your trust in God? Though we believe, sometimes we need help with unbelief. What
has served to build your confidence in God’s love for you? Take time to think on your answers. Talk to
God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Matthew 15:8 — This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me;

It is possible, sadly, to make prayer a matter of simply doing an activity. Checking a "to do" box. We do

the prayer thing, rather than simply relating to Jesus as the personal God he is, just talking to him,
sharing with him, appreciating him, just being with him, near to him. Be mindful of your heart as you pray.
As we seek the Lord for exceedingly and abundantly more than we might imagine through our Building
the Vision Campaign, let’s always look for these things while with him, not merely from him.

Pray: Take time to be with Jesus. Relax. Take time to feel what you are feeling. Are you happy? Fearful? Sad?
Angry? Other emotions? Why do you think that is? Talk to Jesus about that. Just talk to him about whatever
comes to mind related to those feelings. When you think about linking arms with your church family to make
disciples through gospel-centered community on mission, how does that make you feel? What’s exciting to you
about that? What’s feels hard about that? Tell that to Jesus. Praise him for his heart toward you that is always
warm and never positioned “far from” you. Confess your “far-ness” of heart. Thank him for his drawing near to
you, and for enfolding you into our church family, his family. Ask him to use our church to make disciples whose
hearts are near to Jesus, in love with him, committed to his ways, knowing the grace and love and fellowship of
our Triune God. Ask him to build our trust and love —in and for one another as a church, and for him as our Chief
Shepherd. Ask him to provide a building for us to help us in our mission.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to join others on Friday for prayer via Zoom at 7am. Look ahead today
and try to manage your schedule so that you can join in.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 4: Thursday, October 14

Read: EPL chapter 3.

Reflect: Reeves says, “If prayer is ‘the chief exercise of faith’, then of course everything – the world, the flesh
and the devil – conspires against prayer.” And he points out that we are “naturally inclined away from faith and
prayer.” But, of course there is hope! There’s no reason to despair about that because Jesus was always
perfectly inclined toward faith and prayer during his earthly mission. And even still today, he “lives to make
intercession for [us]” (Heb.7:24-25). So we are secure in our relationship with God. Our security is as strong as
Jesus’ intercession. And yet, day to day, “the world, the flesh and the devil” do conspire against us and our
efforts to walk with Jesus in prayer. And it’s good to be aware of that and the enemies in our spiritual battles.

What of the world, the flesh, and the devil do you notice and feel especially challenging in this season of
your personal life? How might you envision these forces would conspire against our Building the Vision
Campaign and our aim to make disciples of Jesus? Take time to think on your answers. Talk to God
about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Romans 8:26-27  ...the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

These verses are meant to be a great comfort to us. As Reeves points out, “if prayer is ‘the chief exercise
of faith’, then of course you’re naturally rubbish at prayer, because you’re naturally lacking in faith.” So
what an incredible comfort to know that the Holy Spirit is standing in the gap for us. We don’t always
know what to pray. We don’t always know the mind of God on any given matter. When we lack the words,
the Spirit is there to intercede for us “according to the will of God.” Very good news!

Pray: Praise God for sending the Holy Spirit to dwell in us, to provide opportunity for incredible intimacy with
God. Confess some of the ways you have you fallen short and succumbed to the pressures and temptations of
the world, the flesh, and the devil? With that confession, know that Jesus lives now to make intercession for you.
Thank the Holy Spirit for interceding when you can’t find the words, or when you are confused about the will of
God. Thank the Spirit for filling you and the people of our church with power to advance our aim to make
disciples of Jesus. Ask God to build our strength as a church to stand against the pressures of the world, the
flesh, and the devil. Ask God to provide a building for us to call our own, from which we can help people hear
and understand and embrace the gospel —which says, in part, that “Jesus is interceding for us while Satan
(whose name means ‘accuser’) is accusing us, pointing out our sins and frailties before God… But the
accusations fall upon deaf ears in heaven, because Jesus’ work on the cross paid our sin debt in full; therefore,
God always sees in His children the perfect righteousness of Jesus.”

Remember: There will be an opportunity to pray tomorrow with others from the church gathered via Zoom at
7am. A link will be sent by email.
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Day 5: Friday, October 15

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray via Zoom at 7am. A link was sent by email.

If you cannot make that Zoom prayer time, do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back over
this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you. Or pray by other means. But do
pray! Spend time with God. Talk to him about anything and everything that’s on your mind, especially
what’s on your mind about our Building the Vision Campaign. Ask God to help you know what
investment of your “time, talent, and treasure” toward the vision would be wise for you in your context.
Ask the Lord to keep making disciples through our church family as we live “life together on mission.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 6: Saturday, October 16

Read: EPL, chapter 4.

Reflect: Martin Luther said, “I sit here like a fool and hardened in leisure, pray little, do not sigh for the church of
God…” And of course we could all at times say the very same thing as Luther.

In what ways lately are you acting like a fool? What has been tempting you lately and serving to harden
your heart? What excuses do you make to “pray little”? How deep is your concern for the church of God?
Take time to think on your answers. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a
friend or family member.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 — Now I would remind you, brothers [and sisters] of the gospel I preached to you,

which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared…

The gospel is the good news about Jesus. And it’s of first importance for every Christian. It’s certainly of
first importance for Christ Redeemer Church! It’s the good news about Jesus that he “died for our sins…
was buried… [and] was raised.” That’s not the only way to speak of the gospel, but that really is it in a very
basic, foundational, “of first importance” form. Our aim as a local church is to make disciples of Jesus
with this gospel at the very center of our community and missional efforts.

Pray: Take time to pray now through praise, and confession, and thanks, and requests. Praise God for his
wisdom expressed in the gospel. Confess your own version of Luther’s “like a fool” and “hardened leisure” and
“pray little” and “do not sigh for the Church of God.” Thank him for the forgiveness he offers by grace through
faith in Jesus. Ask God to stir your heart to “sigh for” Christ Redeemer Church —our people and our aim to make
disciples through sharing and showing the gospel. Ask the Lord to provide a building for us to help us carry the
happy burden of that mission.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to pray in-person tomorrow morning with others from our church family.
We’ll gather at 8:45am in a classroom upstairs, outside the auditorium. Children are welcome at your discretion.
Feel grace to step in and out as might fit the needs of your kids. If you will be involved with the women’s class,
time will be set aside to pray together during that class.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 7: Sunday, October 17

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray in-person at 8:45am today before the worship service. If you

are involved with the women’s class (also at 8:45am), time will be set aside to pray during that class as well.

If you cannot be part of this prayer time, please do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back
over this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you. Or pray by other means.
But do pray! Spend time with God. Talk to him about anything and everything that’s on your mind,
especially what’s on your mind about our Building the Vision Campaign. Just tell him what you are
thinking and feeling. Ask him to help you know what investment of your “time, talent, and treasure”
toward the vision would be wise for you in your context. Ask the Lord to keep making disciples through
our church family as we live “life together on mission.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 8: Monday, October 18

Read: EPL, chapter 5.

Reflect: Reeves says that “It is the word of God, the gracious message of Christ, that awakens faith and so
prayer – and so that must be the basic shape of our everyday communion with God.” There is a mysterious thing
about the gospel. It seems to be both at the same time the message in which we have faith to be saved, and it is
what awakens that very saving faith. So the gospel is not just for non-Christians, but also for Christians. As Jesus’
disciples, we daily need to be reminded of the good news about Jesus. And not merely that we are saved from
our sin and God’s just wrath that we deserve because of it. But, also, that that forgiveness is a doorway to a new
life in the family of God as objects of his ongoing love. And then, as Reeves points out, “prayer is simply the
articulation of our heart’s response.”

What are some habits you have in place —or some you could newly form— to help you daily remember
“the gracious message of Christ” so that your faith is awakened with each new day? Take time to think
on your answers. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family
member.

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:24 — He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to

righteousness… 1Peter 3:18 — For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God,

These two verses are great “gospel in a nutshell” verses. They do not express all that could be said of
the gospel, but they really get to the heart of it from which all of its many blessings flow. Jesus is
perfectly righteous. Yet, he chose to take our place in death for our sin. And that frees us to live for him
now, instead of living for ourselves. And Jesus’ aim is to bring us into community with our Triune God. He
suffered so that “he might bring us to God.” The really, really good news about Jesus is not merely that
we get forgiveness, but that we get God! We get, “I love you.” We get, “I am with you always.” We get, “I
am well pleased with you.” We get, “I am with you and I am your perfect parent… your perfect sibling…
boss… friend… coworker… leader… neighbor. I am yours and you are mine, I am with you and I am perfect
in every way.”

Pray: Praise God for his wise planning: he chose us in Jesus before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4)!
Confess where you lack faith in God’s provision of love, or presence, or protection. Confess where you might
lack faith in God’s promise that he is yours and you are his. Confess how you might still be trying in some way to
earn your favor with God. Thank Jesus for his willing sacrifice for your sins. Ask God to give our church favor in
spreading the good news message about Jesus. Ask God to help our church to stay faithful to our values of
Gospel, Community, and Mission. Ask God to help you see how you might best invest your “time, talent, and
treasure” to help advance those values.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 9: Tuesday, October 19

Read: EPL, chapter 6.

Reflect: John, 5:19 is quoted in the chapter: “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord…”
That’s an amazing statement coming from God himself! And Reeves points out that “The Son always depends on
his Father; that is who he eternally is.” It is striking to note that Jesus, being God himself is, in a mysterious way,
dependent. He is dependent on God the Father. And that’s an expression of their deep communion.  For Jesus,
prayer is an expression of that dependance. And it is an expression of his intimate communion with the Father.
And, Reeves says that for us, then, “Prayer is learning to enjoy what Jesus has always enjoyed.” He says that
the salvation Jesus brings “is a sharing of his own communion with his Father.”

One significant way that we express our communion with God is to depend on him to meet our needs. In
what areas of life are you feeling particular need right now? —Parenting? Finances? A work relationship?
Health? Decisions? The list could go on. Take time to think on that. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal
about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Psalm 62:8 — Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for

us.

This verse is helpful to show a bit of what it means, or what it looks like, to “trust in" God. It shows that at
least one way we express our “trust” in God is to “pour out your heart before him.” It’s simply to share
with him what we are thinking and feeling. It’s to talk to him about the difficulties we are facing. It’s to
take refuge in God by casting our burdens on him (Ps.55:22; 1Pe.5:7), by being open, honest, and frank
with him about what we are thinking and feeling.

Pray: Praise Jesus for saving you into his own communion with the Father and the Spirit. Confess how you might
lack trust in God as expressed in your lack of really pouring out your heart to him. Thank Jesus for his perfect
communion with the Father on your behalf. Ask God to listen and hear you as you talk to him about your
thoughts and feelings. Ask him to deepen you trust in him. Ask him to help you run to him for refuge. Ask him to
help you truly feel dependent, and to truly depend on him. CRC faces a big need with our aim to get a building;
we are utterly dependent on him for the meeting of that need. Ask him to provide for us.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 10: Wednesday, October 20

Read: EPL, chapter 7 -- the longest of the booklet -- and the heart of it. Read it slowly. It’s worth reading twice.

Reflect: There’s a lot in chapter 7 worthy of our reflection. It would be worth reading through another time.
Consider again, especially, that “The first thing Jesus would have pray-ers know is the name Father. That’s the
first and basic lesson in prayer. The relationship [Jesus] has always had with his Father he now shares with us –
and it transforms prayer… when we remember [God’s] friendliness, his open-armed fatherliness – that he has
adopted us – it makes us want to go to him… To know you are a beloved child of God protects you from thinking
of prayer as a ladder to God or an exercise by which you work your way into his favour. Prayer doesn’t make you
more accepted. Instead, prayer is growing in the appreciation of what you have been given… your Father
delights to hear you… we join in with the fellowship of God as the Father, Son and Spirit are already enjoying it.
We’re brought into that communion. Thus the Son – who is already interceding for us with his Father – brings us
to be with him before his Father.”

J.I. Packer is quoted as saying, “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out
how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.” Take time to
consider that. How much do you make of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as your
Father? Can you imagine that deeper understanding of God’s friendliness and his open-armed
fatherliness could transform your experience of prayer? How? Take time to think on that. Talk to God
about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Romans 8:15 -16 — …you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!

Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God… 1John 3:1 — See what
kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.

Remember as you pray, that you are praying to and with your Heavenly Father! All earthly fathers have
and will fail. God your Father is perfect in every conceivable way. He is a Father “merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin…” (Ex.34:6-7).

Pray: Praise God for the many ways he has shown you his mercy, and grace, and patience, and love, and
faithfulness, and forgiveness. Confess how at times you might think of prayer and other good things “as a ladder
to God or an exercise by which you work your way into his favour.” Confess your lack of appreciation of what you
have been given in Christ and how you might undervalue God’s delight in you. Thank God for his working on
your behalf, and on behalf of our church over the last 11 years. Thank him for his “friendliness, his open-armed
fatherliness.” “The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad” (Ps.126:3). Ask God to keep doing great
things for us and through us as a local church. Ask him to do the great thing of providing us with a building of
our own to use in advancing the vision he’s given us.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to join others on Friday for prayer via Zoom at 7am. Look ahead today
and try to manage your schedule so that you can join in.
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Day 11: Thursday, October 21

Read: EPL, chapter 8.

Reflect: One aim of this 21 Days of Prayer as part of our Building the Vision Campaign is to help us engage and
re-engage in communion with God in prayer. This chapter of EPL is critical to that aim. It touches on a key idea
that really can transform your prayer experience. It can help you to truly “enjoy your prayer life” and truly to
“pray without ceasing” (1Thes.5:17). “If prayer is communion with God, then it can take many forms. We have
different sorts of conversations with our friends and families – from texts and emails to rambling chats late into
the evening… When you know that each day is already all God’s and that we have fellowship with him all the
time, then prayer suffuses the whole day more naturally. Then you find yourself intuitively praying through the
day more, and without feeling the need to be hyper-spiritual and concentrated the whole time.”

Reeves goes on to say, “However, having said that, relationships only grow when you give each other
quality time.” And he mentions that it can help to not think of prayer as an abstract activity that we “do,”
focused on the prayer itself. Rather, consider and contemplate the one to whom you are praying! He is
our Triune God —our Father, our Savior, our Counselor. Take stock of your thoughts and feelings. What
thoughts, questions, comments, and feelings do you have in light of this chapter and reflection? In what
ways can you imagine you could grow your relationship with God through “quality time”? Take time to
think on that. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 — Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

One of the ways we can follow the urging of these verses is to remember, again, what Reeves points out
—that “prayer is communion with God.” And as such, “it can take many forms,” not unlike the “different
sorts of conversations with our friends and families – from texts and emails to rambling chats late into the
evening.”

Pray: Praise God for his desire to be with you and our church always. Praise him for his delight in you as his child
and for his love for CRC as a special expression of his people in the East Metro. Confess your difficulty in
maintaining prayer as more than a mere activity to do. Confess your thoughts of boredom in prayer and your
doubt in its power. Thank Jesus for his communion with the Father and the Spirit and his drawing you into that
relationship. Thank Jesus for his perfect prayers for you and his prayer life which, in a way, is credited to you.
Ask the Lord to fill you fresh with the Holy Spirit and so be empowered for unceasing prayer. Ask God for help to
“rejoice always, pray without ceasing, [and to] give thanks in all circumstances.” God is our close Friend and
intimate and accepting Father in Christ by the Spirit; ask him to help our church to be a praying church, a church
that prays without ceasing, that prays in the form of “different sorts of conversations” with our Friend and Father.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to pray tomorrow with others from the church gathered via Zoom at
7am. A link will be sent by email.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 12: Friday, October 22

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray via Zoom at 7am. A link was sent by email.

If you cannot make that Zoom prayer time, do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back over
this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you. Or pray by other means. But do
pray! Grow your relationship with God by spending quality time with him. Talk to him about anything and
everything that’s on your mind, especially what’s on your mind about our Building the Vision Campaign.
Ask him to help you know what investment of your “time, talent, and treasure” toward the vision would
be wise for you in your context. Ask the Lord to keep making disciples through our church family as we
live “life together on mission.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 13: Saturday, October 23

Read: EPL, chapter 9.

Reflect: Reeves notes that “Prayer is enjoying that the Father really is our Father.” And Jesus of course perfectly
enjoyed the fatherliness of the Father. And Jesus is “characterized by receiving from the Father.” And so it is for
us. Our humble, happy dependence on God is foundational to our relationship with him. “Prayer, then, is
enjoying the care of a powerful Father, instead of being left to a frightening loneliness where everything is all up
to you. Prayer is the antithesis of self-dependence. It is our ‘no’ to independence and personal ambition. It is the
exercise of faith – that you need God and are a needy receiver. Instead of chasing the idol of our own
productivity, let’s be dependent children – and let busyness that could keep us from prayer drive us to prayer.”

If prayer is the “antithesis of self-dependence” and “enjoying the care of a powerful Father,” we certainly
need a robust prayer life! We need his powerful care especially now as we seek him for a building of our
own. A building would be a great help to advance our aim as a church to make disciples of Jesus for
God’s glory. Let’s keep on asking, and asking some more, for his provision through the generosity of our
people. And let’s not chase after an idol of our own provision. No, “let’s be dependent children” looking
to the hand of our resources-rich Father. Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it. Maybe
journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Philippians 4:6 — Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

It could be very easy to get anxious about raising the funds we need as a church to get our own building.
And there are all sorts of other potentially anxiety-inducing things going on in each of the lives of our
church family. Let’s keep fighting with the Spirit’s power to not massage our anxious thoughts, but to run
in everything to God with requests and thanksgiving.

Pray: God delights to commune with us in prayer. And “praising the Father as Jesus did, asking the Father as
Jesus did and depending on the Father as Jesus did are going to be staple parts of our communion with him.”
So, take time to praise and thank God. Praise him and thank him for his presence with you and with our church
over the last 11 years. Thank him and praise him for his faithful provision and protection in various forms over the
years. And plead with the Lord. Ask him for anything and everything that comes to your mind right now —for you,
your family, or the church family. When we thank and praise him, “we acknowledge his kindness and greatness,
that he is good and that all good truly comes from him.” When we ask him for things, “we exercise our belief that
he really is the fountain of all good and that without him we can do nothing that is actually good.”

Remember: You can pray in-person tomorrow morning with others from our church. We’ll gather at 8:45am in a
classroom upstairs, outside the auditorium. Children are welcome at your discretion. Feel grace to step in and
out as might fit the needs of your kids. Those in the women's class will have time to pray there as well. ALSO,
review the 24/7 prayer schedule on CCB. Go to the "All Church" group, click the “Needs” tab and the need
labeled “Bldg the Vision 24/7 Prayer.” Review dates and slots, choose one or more, and click “I’ll take it”.
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Day 14: Sunday, October 24

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray in-person at 8:45am today before the worship service. If you

are involved with the women’s class (also at 8:45am), time will be set aside to pray during that class as well.

If you cannot be part of this prayer time, please do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back
over this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you. Or pray by other means.
But do pray! Spend time with God. Talk to him about anything and everything that’s on your mind,
especially what’s on your mind about our Building the Vision Campaign. Ask God to help you know what
investment of your “time, talent, and treasure” toward the vision would be wise for you in your context.
Ask the Lord to provide a building for us to serve our aim to make disciples of Jesus and to live “life
together on mission.”

Remember: 24/7 Prayer. Look ahead to choose an hour-long slot or two, or more, to be part of our 24hr ‘round
the clock prayer for our final week of this 21 Days of Prayer. You can find that schedule on CCB. Login and go to
the “All Church” group, then click on the “Needs” tab. Then click on the need labeled “Bldg the Vision 24/7
Prayer.” Look over the dates and hour-long slots and choose one or two, or more, and click the “I’ll take it”
button. (CCB—>All Church—>Needs—>Bldg the Vision 24/7 Prayer—>I’ll take it)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 15: Monday, October 25

Read: EPL, chapter 10.

Reflect: As Jesus does all that he does by the power of the Holy Spirit, so it is with us. As Jesus communes with
God by the Spirit, so we do the same. It’s by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit that we are stirred up to know that God is our Father, and that we can run to him in dependance through
prayer to meet all of our needs as individuals, and as a local church family.

What about that is especially encouraging to you? What might feel challenging about that? Take time to
think on these things. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family
member.

Scripture: Romans 8:26 — …the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.

“That’s an enormously helpful verse if you’re interested in genuine communion with God. The Spirit
knows that we’re weak, that we struggle to pray and that we often don’t know what to pray – and his
desire is to help us… Since the Spirit knows our weakness, we can be real with our Father, accepting how
babyish we are in our faith, and simply stammer out what’s on our hearts… True intimacy is an acquired
thing, something that develops – but it only develops with honesty. So if your prayer life is a bit ropey, I
suggest starting again by stammering like a child to a Father. Cry for help. Don’t try to be impressive.”

Pray: Praise God for his character —he is generous; he’s willing to help us when we don’t know what or how to
pray. Confess your self-dependance in prayer. Thank God for sending the Holy Spirit to intercede for you and
help you in your weakness. Ask God to help you and our church to be increasingly dependent on the Holy Spirit.
We need him to stir us to communion with God. We need him to empower our efforts at Building the Vision. We
need him to light up the path ahead of us that he knows will be good for us. Ask God to help you know how you
might invest your “time, talent, and treasure” for the sake of making disciples for God’s glory. Humble yourself,
and feel at ease to simply “stammer out” what’s on your heart related to our Building the Vision Campaign. How
do you feel? What are you thinking? Again, what might the Lord be pleased to do through you in our efforts to
gain a building?

Remember: Sign up for some hour-long slots throughout this final week ahead for our 24/7 prayer effort.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 16: Tuesday, October 26

Read: EPL, chapter 11.

Reflect: Reeves says that the Holy Spirit transforms us to be ever-more like Jesus. And, he says, the Spirit “helps
us to be dependent and prayerful, and by bringing us into the Father–Son relationship he brings us to share
God’s life and purpose. Our desires start echoing God’s, his passions become ours, and so we begin to share his
love and compassion for his people and his world.” Our church’s mission/vision statement reflects what we think
is God’s purpose for us as a local church which he loves. We believe our purpose to “make disciples of Jesus
Christ through gospel-centered community on mission for the glory of God and the joy of all peoples” is in line
with God’s passions. We believe this vision to be squarely grounded in God’s heart for his people and his world.
And as Reeves points out, one word or prayer from Jesus could fully accomplish that. But, Jesus gives us prayer.
He calls us to pray. “He wants [us] to join in with him, to be co-workers and participants in the divine,
compassionate, outgoing, missional life he shares with his Father in the Spirit.”

Do pray. And when you pray, pray specifically that the Lord would help you, personally, and also the
wider church, to take seriously the call to be Jesus’ co-workers. We have a great mission/vision
statement as a church! It really does call us up to be “participants in the divine, compassionate, outgoing,
missional life [Jesus] shares with his Father in the Spirit.” What thoughts and emotions are stirred up in
you as you consider these things? Do you feel any tug to a specific action? What impact do these things
make on your decisions about how much of a financial commitment you’ll make to our Building the
Vision Campaign? Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or
share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Matthew 9:36-38 — When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”

Notice that we have a clear and specific request that Jesus calls us to make. And by implication, if we are
to pray for harvesters, then that should be a priority for us as a local church. We should pray for
harvesters, and we should consider seriously how we can be a part of the harvesting enterprise. Our
church’s mission, vision, and values all take to heart the compassion of Jesus expressed in these verses.

Pray: Praise God for his compassion. Confess your lack of compassion, especially as that is expressed in a lack
of concern for those “sheep without a shepherd.” Thank God for your forgiveness in Christ, the perfectly
compassionate Shepherd. Ask God to do just as Jesus called for: “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.” Ask God to provide our church with a building from which we can engage
more strategically in “his harvest.”

Remember: Sign up for some hour-long slots throughout this final week for our 24/7 prayer effort.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

19

https://christredeemermn.ccbchurch.com/need_detail.php?need_id=231


Day 17: Wednesday, October 27

Read: EPL, chapter 12.

Reflect: This chapter reminds us of the value and the mysterious power of corporate prayer (i.e., group prayer,
communal prayer). And Reeves points out that the Holy Spirit “doesn’t just bring us in Christ to the Father – he
brings us together to him as the Father’s family… Communal prayer, then, is the Christian life in a nutshell – the
family of the Father coming together to him to share his concerns.”

“Prayer for each other is sharing our Father’s compassion. Prayer with each other is being family, and it
fosters the unity our God loves.” This lines up with one thing we like to say about our church community
—church is not a meeting you attend, it’s a family to which you belong. And praying together will serve to
foster our sense of community with one another and with our Triune God himself. One of our bedrock
values as a church is the idea of Community. What are some ways our CRC community has blessed you?
In what ways has it served to stoke your sense of belonging to “the family of the Father”? In what ways
has it helped you to share the heart of Christ for his people and his mission? Take time to think on these
things. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Pray: Praise God for his hospitality; he welcomes you into his community of Father, Son, and Spirit. Confess any
lack of compassion for others in the church, or any ways in which you may have stirred division. Thank God for
the compassion of Jesus, and for Spirit-stirred unity we have experienced as a church these past 11 years. Ask
the Lord to help us make a priority of the communal prayer opportunities we have —Friday mornings, Sunday
mornings, in Life Groups and DNA groups, etc. Ask God to use those prayer times to foster the Father’s
compassion and heart for unity in his people. Ask God to give us a building through the generous giving of our
people, and for us to use it for more communal prayer.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to join others on Friday for prayer via Zoom at 7am. Look ahead today
and try to manage your schedule so that you can join in. ALSO, sign up —if you have not already— for some
hour-long slots throughout these final days of our 21 Days of Prayer and our 24/7 prayer effort.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 18: Thursday, October 28

Read: EPL, chapter 13.

Reflect: Coming now near the end of the booklet, this chapter is an encouraging reminder that “Prayer is not an
abstract activity; it is the chief exercise of faith. It is exercising belief that the Almighty is my willing and kind
Father, and that, accepting me in the Son, he wants to hear me and bless me. It is understanding that in fact
each person of the Trinity is for us in our weakness.”

Do you believe that God is your willing and kind Father? Do you believe that he has accepted you in
Jesus? Do you believe that he wants to hear you and bless you? Do you believe that the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit —our Triune God— that he is for you? Do you believe that he is for Christ Redeemer Church?
Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a
friend or family member.

Scripture: 1Corinthians 11:24 — This is my body, which is for you.

When the Apostle Paul taught on the Lord’s Supper, he quoted Jesus saying these words: “This is my
body, which is for you.” Remember, God is for you! He is for our church family. Jesus gave his life for us.
He gave his life to prove that he is indeed for us. His death is proof-positive that God loves us with an
indomitable and steadfast love. Let that truth shape your thoughts about the future of our church family.
Let it build confidence in you that God aims to keep advancing his mission through our church.

Pray: Praise Jesus for his love so robustly expressed in dying for his people. Confess your sins and humbly
accept that Jesus died for you, that you could be forgiven of your sins and find favor with God. Thank Jesus for
his ongoing and loving commitment to you and our church family. He always lives to make intercession for us
(Heb. 7:24)! Ask God to show his favor for us in the form of needed funds for an adequate building. Ask God to
keep stirring in you and the rest of our church family to know what should be the financial commitment we all will
make over the next three years.

Remember: There will be an opportunity to pray tomorrow with others from the church gathered via Zoom at
7am. A link will be sent by email. ALSO, sign up —if you have not already— for some hour-long slots throughout
these final days of our 21 Days of Prayer and our 24/7 prayer effort.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 19: Friday, October 29

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray via Zoom at 7am. A link was sent by email.

If you cannot make that Zoom prayer time, do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back over
this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you —especially in the “Pray”
sections. Or pray by other means. But do pray! Spend time with God. Talk to him about anything and
everything that’s on your mind, especially what’s on your mind. And as we move closer to “Commitment
Sunday,” pray especially that God would make clear to you what would be good and wise for you to give
toward needed funds for an adequate building. And ask the Lord to keep making disciples through our
church family as we live “life together on mission.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 20: Saturday, October 30

Read: EPL, chapter 14.

Reflect: We come to the end of Reeves’ booklet today. It’s a simple reminder that, even if we don’t experience
the prayer life we’d like, God is gracious and happy to lift up all who humble themselves and ask for help.

Take stock of your prayer life. Hopefully the Lord has used this journey of the last few weeks to help
energize and re-energize your communion with THE communion of God the Father with the Son and the
Spirit. Consider the questions Reeves asks if you continue to struggle with prayer: “Do you feel you don’t
have the time? That’s revealing of self-dependence, probably. Do you not see the Father as one you
actually want to spend time with? That’s revealing, and you’ll need a new sight of the glory of Christ to
re-awaken faith. Might it be that, deep down, you struggle to believe this truly is the Lord’s world?
Prayerlessness often indicates that mindset." Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it.
Maybe journal about it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Scripture: Psalm 145:14-18 — The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 15 The

eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 16 You open your hand; you satisfy the
desire of every living thing. 17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 18 The Lord is near
to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

It is a great comfort to know that God is oh-so gracious and kind to bear up and raise up “all who are
falling” and “all who are bowed down.” It’s a great comfort to know that he forgives us in Christ, gives us
his favor, and clothes us in the promise of forever with him and his people in eternity. And even now, he
is “near to all who call on him” (Ps.145:18). We very much need to call on him in this time of our Building
the Vision Campaign. Tomorrow is “Commitment Sunday,” a day on which we’ll all get the opportunity to
commit to what we feel at peace to give toward a building over the next three years. May God indeed
open his hand to satisfy our desires (Ps.145:16).

Pray: Praise God for sustaining Christ Redeemer Church over the years. He has been with us. He has provided
for us and protected us. He is indeed merciful, gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; he is
forgiving and powerful and wise and faithful. The list could go on. Praise him! Confess any sins you feel are
putting distance between you and God. Remember that God is not repelled by our sin. He has compassion and
leans in to hear us confess and cast ourselves on him in utter dependence. He is happy to hear us and help us.
Thank God for working through Christ Redeemer Church to make disciples for his glory. Thank him for the many
testimonies in our church family of those who’s lives have been changed through our emphasis on
gospel-centered community on mission. Ask God to keep changing lives through our church. Ask him to bless us
with the needed funds for a building with which we can keep making disciples of Jesus for his glory!

Remember: You can pray in-person tomorrow at 8:45am in a classroom upstairs, outside the auditorium.
Children are welcome at your discretion. Step in and out as might fit the needs of your kids. Those in the
women's class will have time to pray there too. ALSO, consider grabbing any open upcoming 24/7 prayer slots.
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Day 21: Sunday, October 31 — Commitment Sunday!

Reflect: We have prayed over the last 21 days, in some way shape or form, for God to do “far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think” (Eph.3:20). We’ve sought to commune with our Triune God, to enjoy the fellowship
enjoyed by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We’ve sought to praise God, to confess our sins, to thank him, and to
ask him, again, to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think.

Consider your experience walking through these 21 Days of Prayer using this guide, and also praying
with others on Fridays and Sundays, or in other contexts. What has been encouraging for you? What has
been challenging? Why do you think that is? Can you understand how, with the Spirit’s constant help, you
really can enjoy your prayer life, that you really can receive prayer as an incredible gift and means by
which to enjoy God himself? Take time to think on these things. Talk to God about it. Maybe journal about
it, and/or share it with a friend or family member.

Commit: Today is “Commitment Sunday.” You will have the opportunity during the Sunday worship service today
to commit to a financial investment  investment of financial support over the next three years in support of our
Building the Vision Campaign. Ask God, again, to please show you what that investment should be for you and
your family. And ask God, again, to please give our church a building that will help us better advance the aim of
our church to make disciples of Jesus Christ through gospel-centered community on mission for the glory of
God and the joy of all peoples.

Pray: Gather with others from the church to pray in-person at 8:45am today before the worship service. If you

are involved with the women’s class (also at 8:45am), time will be set aside to pray during that class as well.

If you cannot be part of this prayer time, please do still take time to pray today on your own. Look back
over this guide to pray again with the material provided if that would help you. Or pray by other means.
But do pray! Spend time with God. Talk to him about anything and everything that’s on your mind,
especially what’s on your mind about our Building the Vision Campaign. Just tell him what you are
thinking and feeling. Ask him to help you know what investment of your “time, talent, and treasure”
toward the vision would be wise for you in your context. Ask the Lord to provide a building for us to
serve our aim to make disciples of Jesus and to live “life together on mission.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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