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Christ the King is a spiritual family  
sharing God’s word and God’s love  

in South Austin and beyond. 
 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
GATHERING: God gathers us 
 

Call to Worship, From Psalm 18 

 

Leader: I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my 

fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock. 

 

People: I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I 

am saved from my enemies. The cords of death encompassed 
me; the torrents of destruction assailed me. 

 

Leader: In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for 

help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached 

his ears.  

 

People: He bowed the heavens and came down; thick darkness 

was under his feet. 

 

Leader: Out of the brightness before him hailstones and coals of fire 

broke through his clouds.  

 

People: He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of 

many waters.  

 

Leader: He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who 

hated me, for they were too mighty for me. 

 

All: They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord 

was my support. He brought me out into a broad place; he 

rescued me, because he delighted in me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of Adoration, “Be Thou My Vision" 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art— 

Thou my best thought by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping Thy presence my light. 

 

Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father and I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one. 

 

Riches I heed not nor man's empty praise; 

Thou mine inheritance now and always. 

Thou and Thou only first in my heart, 

High king of heaven my treasure Thou art.  

 

High king of heaven my victory won, 

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun! 

Heart of my own heart whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

 

Prayer of Adoration & Invocation 

 
RENEWING: God pardons us 
 

Corporate Lament of Sin 

 

Eternal God, shepherd of your people, we sinful humans are a mist 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes. We see that our 

fragile lives are merely a breath.  

 

We confess with the prophet:  “All flesh is grass, and all its glory is 

like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall. . .” 

Yet we also confess: “The word of our God stands forever.” Teach us 

to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.   

 

We look to you as frightened children look to their mother, for you 

alone can comfort us. Have mercy on us, O God. See our tears and 



hear our cries and lead us all, as pilgrims, through this valley of the 

shadow of death into the light of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 

God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 

the glory of the children of God.” (Romans 8:18-21) 

 

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

 

People: the Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips, 

 

People: and our mouth will declare your praise. 

 

Doxology 

 

Song of Gratitude, “Eternal Weight of Glory” 

 

Now the days and hours and moments of our suff’ring seem so long;  

And the toilsome wait and wond’ring threaten silence to our song.  

Now our pain is real and pressing and our faith is thin and weak,  

But our hope is set on Jesus; and we cling to him, our strength.  

 

Oh eternal weight of glory!  Oh inheritance divine!  

We will see our Lord redeeming every past and future time.  

All our pains will be transfigured, like the scars of Christ our Lord.  

We will see the weight of glory, and our broken years restored.  

 

Chorus:  

For behold! I tell a myst’ry: at the trumpet sound we’ll wake  



“Death is swallowed up in vict’ry!” when we meet our King of Grace  

Every year we thought was wasted every night we cried “How long?”  

All will be a passing moment in our Savior’s vict’ry song  

 

We will see our wounded Savior. We’ll behold him face to face;  

And we’ll hear our anguished stories sung as vict’ry songs of grace.  

 
COMMITTING: God unites us 
 

Greeting                Children may leave for lesson (ages 3-7) 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving, Supplication and Prayers of the People 

 
PROCLAIMING: God speaks to us 
 

Preaching of God’s Word             

 

Ecclesiastes 8:1-17            

 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord! 

 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

“Wisely Facing Authority and Injustice”            Rev. Timothy Fox    

 

Confession of Faith 

 

Heidelberg Catechism, Q 27 

 

Q. What do you understand by the providence of God? 

 

A. The almighty and ever present power of God by which he 

upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, 

and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful 

and lean years, food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity 

and poverty—all things, in fact, come to us not by chance but by 

his fatherly hand. 

 



COMMUNING: God feeds us 
 

Communion    Children return for communion 

 

Hymn for Communion, “Isaiah 43” 

 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,  

And the waves will not overcome you.  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you,  

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 

Chorus:  

For I am the Lord your God (I am the Lord your God), 

I am the Lord your God (I am)  

The Holy One of Israel your Savior  

(repeat) 

I am the Lord (do not fear)  

 

When you walk through the fire you’ll not be burned,  

And the flames will not consume you.  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you,  

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 
SENDING: God sends us 
 

The Sending, From Romans 5:3-5 

 

May you rejoice in your sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us. 

 
 
 
 
 


