Excerpts from Rejected Books
Infancy Gospel of Thomas
Possibly composed during the first half of the 2nd Century and sometimes attributed to
Judas-Thomas, a half brother of Jesus. Several stories of this nature circulated in this
era but this is likely the oldest.
Chapter 2. This little child Jesus when he was five years old was playing at the ford of a
brook: and he gathered together the waters that flowed there into pools, and made
them straightway clean, and commanded them by his word alone. And having made
soft clay, he fashioned thereof twelve sparrows. And it was the Sabbath when he did
these things (or made them). And there were also many other little children playing with
him. And a certain Jew when he saw what Jesus did, playing upon the Sabbath day,
departed straightway and told his father Joseph: Lo, thy child is at the brook, and he
hath taken clay and fashioned twelve little birds, and hath polluted the Sabbath day.
And Joseph came to the place and saw: and cried out to him, saying: Wherefore doest
thou these things on the Sabbath, which it is not lawful to do? But Jesus clapped his
hands together and cried out to the sparrows and said to them: Go! and the sparrows
took their flight and went away chirping. And when the Jews saw it they were amazed,
and departed and told their chief men that which they had seen Jesus do.
Gospel of Thomas
Probably written at the beginning of the 2nd Century. While the infancy narratives are
peculiar, they mostly scratched a cultural itch. This ‘gospel’ was more spurious in
nature, including purportedly hidden statements of Jesus.
(42) Jesus said, "Become passers-by."
(49) Jesus said, "Blessed are the solitary and elect, for you will find the kingdom. For
you are from it, and to it you will return.”
(50) Jesus said, "If they say to you, 'Where did you come from?', say to them, 'We
came from the light, the place where the light came into being on its own accord and
established itself and became manifest through their image.' If they say to you, 'Is it
you?', say, 'We are its children, we are the elect of the living father.' If they ask you,
'What is the sign of your father in you?', say to them, 'It is movement and repose.'"
(83) Jesus said, "The images are manifest to man, but the light in them remains
concealed in the image of the light of the father. He will become manifest, but his
image will remain concealed by his light.”
(111) Jesus said, "The heavens and the earth will be rolled up in your presence. And
the one who lives from the living one will not see death." Does not Jesus say, "Whoever
finds himself is superior to the world?”

Epistle of Barnabas
Probably written in 130AD. Attributed to Barnabas but could not have been written by
him. This book was included in the Codex Sinaiticus, one of the best and oldest
versions of the entire Bible. This book ends up on a few lists considered useful (and
possibly authoritative) to the church and it is not deceptive in nature. It seems more
likely to be an openly Christian work that gained widespread popularity.
Chapter 15. Further, also, it is written concerning the Sabbath in the Decalogue which
the Lord spoke, face to face, to Moses on Mount Sinai, "And sanctify the Sabbath of
the Lord with clean hands and a pure heart.” And He says in another place, "If my sons
keep the Sabbath, then will I cause my mercy to rest upon them.” The Sabbath is
mentioned at the beginning of the creation thus: "And God made in six days the works
of His hands, and made an end on the seventh day, and rested on it, and sanctified it.”
Attend, my children, to the meaning of this expression, "He finished in six days." This
implies that the Lord will finish all things in six thousand years, for a day is with Him a
thousand years. And He Himself testifies, saying, "Behold, today will be as a thousand
years." Therefore, my children, in six days, that is, in six thousand years, all things will
be finished. "And He rested on the seventh day." This means: when His Son, coming
again, shall destroy the time of the wicked man, and judge the ungodly, and change the
sun, and the moon, and the stars, then shall He truly rest on the seventh day. Moreover,
He says, "You shall sanctify it with pure hands and a pure heart." If, therefore, any one
can sanctify the day which God has sanctified, except he is pure in heart in all things,
we are deceived. Behold, therefore: certainly then one properly resting sanctifies it,
when we ourselves, having received the promise, wickedness no longer existing, and
all things having been made new by the Lord, shall be able to work righteousness.
Then we shall be able to sanctify it, having been first sanctified ourselves. Further, He
says to them, "Your new moons and your Sabbaths I cannot endure.” You perceive
how He speaks: Your present Sabbaths are not acceptable to me, but that is which I
have made, namely this, when, giving rest to all things, I shall make a beginning of the
eighth day, that is, a beginning of another world. Wherefore, also, we keep the eighth
day with joyfulness, the day also on which Jesus rose again from the dead. And when
He had manifested Himself, He ascended into the heavens.

