
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Book of Esther 

Week 4 – “The Way of Haman” (March 6) 

 

Emphasis for March: the month of March is all about growing in depth with your group. Now that you have 
established a foundation of fellowship and friendship in your group, it is time to start pushing the discussion 
portion of your groups to greater depth and transparency. The easiest way to start this process of growing in 
depth is to simply state it out loud after your fellowship and icebreaker time, “Now that we have gotten a little 
more comfortable with each other in this group, I would like to encourage us to begin taking some steps of 
faith in sharing in greater depth and transparency. This is a key aspect for us growing in our love for Jesus 
together.” 
 
Fellowship Time: getting to know one another.  
 

• Icebreaker: What has been the most challenging thing and the most encouraging thing since the start 
of the year 2022? 

• Practicing Gratitude: What is one thing you can genuinely be thankful for since last time we met? 
 
DISCUSSION TIME:  
 
You can start the discussion by saying, “This past week we learned about Haman the antagonist of the 
book of Esther. He is essentially the villain of the story.” 
 

• QUESTION #1: What do we know about the villain of any story? This is simply an introductory 
question that is easy and fun to answer. It also helps people frame how to think about villains, 
especially as we think about the ways we are more like Haman than we want to admit.  

 
Read Esther 3:1-6 then you can say, “The title of the sermon was called, ‘The Way of Haman.’ Rather than 
justify ourselves in comparison to Haman, we were encouraged to see ourselves as more similar to Haman, 
than dissimilar.” 
 

• QUESTION #2: What are some of the ways you have seen Haman-like behavior in the culture at large 
or on an individual basis? Explain. Some of the ways mentioned in the sermon for the culture at large 
was the hostility that exists over politics, the pandemic, and issues in the evangelical church. It is 
probably best not to engage in the specifics of each of these, but rather encourage people to think 
about ways that they themselves have contributed to the conversation in an unhelpful way. Encourage 
people to stay away from talking about others and speak only about themselves and how they can 
grow. You can also encourage people to think through how the gospel changes the way we view and 
discuss these things.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “The main point of the sermon was stated in the following way, ‘God’s 
grace frees us from the way of Haman, to follow the way of the cross.’” 
 

• QUESTION #3: How would you contrast the way of Haman and the way of the Cross? Haman 
harbors resentment and plots how to dominate, gain control, eliminate those who offend him, and 
enforce his will onto the world around him. You can read that last sentence and ask, “How does the 
way of the cross challenge that way?” 

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “Towards the end of the sermon we saw the 
providence of God in the Seed of the Serpent and the Seed of the Woman (Genesis 3:15-16). We learned from 
this that the people of God have and will always be marginalized, persecuted, and ridiculed by the world. We 
cannot change this, because it is woven into the very fabric of this age from the beginning of time. Therefore, 
we have not been called to change this, but to respond to it with in the way of the Cross.” 



• QUESTION #4: How does the way of the cross either convict or challenge us in how we engage with 
the world today? Many times Christians can engage the culture in ways that are just like the world. 
We can operate more like Haman than we may be aware. The way of the cross demands humility, 
gentleness, grace, weakness, and even faithful obscurity wherever God has us. We do not need enforce 
our agenda and vision onto the world, but rather love and serve the culture around us and entrust the 
results to God.  

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “At the end of the sermon, we heard the 
reading of the beatitudes from Matthew 5:1-16 in order to illustrate what Jesus calls us to in our walk with 
Christ.”  
 

• QUESTION #5: Read it out loud again then ask, “What stands out to you personally? Why?” This is 
an easy open-ended question for people to let the word of God engage their hearts and lives. You can 
even ask them to share one encouraging thing and one convicting thing.  

 
• QUESTION #6: In what way did God reveal how he is trying to grow you personally based upon this 

past week’s sermon? This question asks everyone to think very specifically and tangibly about how 
things in their lives can and should be different as a result of the sermon. Encourage them to be 
specific and honest.  

 
Prayer Time: This is the most important thing your group can spend time doing. Please be sure to end your 
discussion time in order to pray together. The first few weeks can be a little intimidating for some people and 
praying together. The first couple of weeks might be good to simply ask the group if there is anything specific 
they need prayer for. Then ask some more “seasoned” members of your group to pray for any of the specific 
prayer needs.  


