
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Esther Sermon Series 

Week 10 – April 24 

 

EMPHASIS FOR APRIL: The month of April is about continuing to grow in depth with your group. Continue 
to encourage your group to share more honestly in discussion and even be sure to spend more time in praying 
specifically for people’s requests.  
 

• High’s and Low’s: What is one thing you can genuinely be thankful for since last time we met? Was 
there anything particularly discouraging from last week that you need prayer for?  

 
DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying, “This past Sunday was ‘Church-Planting Sunday.’ 
This Sunday is a time when all local churches in the Acts 29 Network celebrate and teach on the importance of 
church planting and the ministry that Church at Bergen has been affiliated with since its inception. We had the 
privilege of hearing from Pastor Ryan Denos from Revive Church in Morristown.” 
 

QUESTION #1: What were some things that stood out to you personally that were either encouraging, 
challenging, confusing, or even worshipful?  

 
You can transition by saying, “The local church is God’s primary mission strategy for accomplishing the 
Great Commission. God’s plan is to make disciples of all nations and the local church is the primary institution 
God uses to achieve that. Thus, planting churches is one of the most urgent and significant ministries that any 
local church can devote itself to.” 
 

• QUESTION #2: What do you think it looks like for the average church member to make church planting 
a priority in their life? What does it look like for you to invest into God’s mission of planting churches? 
The reason this question is important is because most people think of church-planting as only important 
for church leaders. This question forces people to begin thinking about how this mission of church 
planting is relevant for everyone.  

 
You can then transition by having someone read Ephesians 2:1-10 out loud then say, “This was the 
passage that was preached this past Sunday. Few other passages describe more clearly the transformative work 
of the gospel than this one.”  
 

QUESTION #3: What are some things that stand out to you after reading and having heard a sermon 
on this passage? The outline of the sermon was 1) why the gospel-centered church is so needed [Eph. 
2:1-3]; 2) why the gospel-centered church is so secure [Eph. 2:4-7]; and 3) what the gospel-centered 
church should be [Eph. 2:8-10]. Here are some notes on these verses from the ESV Study Bible: 
Ephesians 2:1-3 – Hopelessness and Helplessness without Christ. “God helps those who help themselves” is 
not from the Bible but from the ancient Greeks. As Paul emphasizes in this section, the truth is the exact 
opposite: God helps the helpless! Even more, he helps his enemies who have transgressed his holy law. 
Ephesians 2:4-10 – Hope in Christ. In contrast to the hopeless state of the nonbeliever, Christians exult in 
hope because of God’s incredible grace and free salvation. Paul accents this grace in contrast to the pre-
Christ hopelessness analyzed in v. 1-3.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “One of the more interesting illustrations mentioned in the sermon was 
the one about the free TV offered on the side of the road, but it wasn’t taken. The only way it was taken was to 
be given a price of $20. The point from the illustration was that we don’t accept free things because we don’t 
think they can be any good.”  
 
 
 



QUESTION #4: How can we treat the free gift of God’s grace the same way in our own lives? How can 
we treat the gospel like it needs a “price tag” in order to be received? Sometimes we can feel “guilty” for 
how much God had to do to forgive us through Christ. As a result, we can even subtly believe that we 
need to “pay God back” or even “live up to God’s gift.” Therefore, we can always feel like we are never 
good enough and are never free to enjoy God’s love. 

 
You can transition by saying, “The most essential ingredient to a healthy, multiplying church is keeping the 
gospel clear and central in the life of the church.” 
 

QUESTION #5: Why do you think the centrality of the gospel is essential for a healthy, multiplying 
church? What do you think it looks like for a church to be gospel-centered? This could be easily related 
to the outline of the sermon listed above. You can also look at Romans 1:15-16 to see how important the 
gospel is for salvation. When discussing what this might look like in a church, encourage people to think 
beyond just preaching the gospel on a weekly basis.  
 
QUESTION #6: What are some of the ways that a church can believe and teach the gospel, but not keep 
it central and of first importance? In other words, even though all truth is important, how can we over-
emphasize certain truths and significant issues over the gospel? (notice: the question is not asking what 
errors can be over-emphasized, but what truths and real issues can be over-emphasized, to the neglect 
of the gospel) There are a lot of issues that Christians can emphasis and “make a big deal.” These issues 
range from social issues, political issues, controversies in the church, preferences and style in the church. 
You can even encourage people to consider how they would know if they are centered on the gospel or 
some other truth or real issue.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “Keeping the gospel central must be intentionally pursued. In fact, some 
people would argue that all a church should do is ‘just preach the gospel.’” 
 

QUESTION #7: In what way is that saying true (“just preach the gospel”) and in what way can that 
saying be misused? It is true that the gospel is the only thing that can save and reconcile someone to 
God. Thus, if a church just preaches the gospel, then God’s mission to reconcile people to himself would 
be accomplished. On the other hand, some churches or people can think that is all the church should 
do, and therefore shouldn’t relate the gospel to other important issues of the day. This results in a 
detached view of the Christian life from the issues that the average person is facing.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “If there is one thing that a church must do in keeping the gospel central 
and focused on the mission of planting churches, it must pray.” 
 

• QUESTION #6: In light of this past week’s emphasis on church-planting, how can we specifically pray 
for each other?  

 
Prayer Time: Spend some time taking prayer requests and praying for one another. 


