
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Esther Sermon Series 

Week 11 – May 1 

 

EMPHASIS FOR MAY: The month of May is about concluding the semester well. You really want to be sure 
to give some time to celebrate the ways God has worked and moved in the lives of each of you this year.  
 

• High’s and Low’s: What is one thing you can genuinely be thankful for since last time we met? Was 
there anything particularly discouraging from last week that you need prayer for?  

 
DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying, “This past Sunday we shifted back in to our Esther 
series. The topic of the sermon was pride and it was called ‘The Rise and Fall of the Proud.” The main point of 
the sermon was the proud are always preparing their own downfall. This point was illustrated clearly from the 
fall of Haman due to his pride.” 
 

QUESTION #1: What were some things that stood out to you personally that were either encouraging, 
challenging, confusing, or even worshipful?  

 
 
 
You can transition by having someone read Esther 5:9-14 and say, “It was pointed out in the sermon that 
pride leads to discontentment.” 
 

• QUESTION #2: In what way did Haman’s pride produce discontentment? How does pride lead to 
discontentment in our lives? Why does pride result in discontentment? Here is what was stated in the 
sermon, “Pride makes you feel superior to others. This breeds discontentment, because it makes you 
obsessed with your own needs and selfish wants. In fact, pride creates more needs than you should have, 
and it magnifies those needs bigger than they should be. For example: humble people get hungry, but 
prideful people get “hangry.” Pride takes your hunger and magnifies it so much, that you think your 
hunger is way more important than everyone else’s hunger.” The point is that pride magnifies your 
wants and desires which makes it impossible for you to be content.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “Pride has a very subtle way of leading us in deceptive ways. Many times 
we are unaware of the ways in which pride is leading us. An illustration of pride and a compass was given in 
the sermon where our hearts—like the compass needle—will always point towards pride.”  
 

QUESTION #3: How can we grow in our ability to detect pride when it is growing in our lives? One of 
the most important things one can do is ask for a trusted person to give them feedback whether they 
have ever sensed pride in you. Discontentment can also be a sign of pride. Defensiveness is also a sign 
of pride. Another sign of pride is treating secondary issues as if they are primary, and then demonizing 
others who don’t think like you. An unwillingness to hear alternative views or being close-minded when 
there should be open-mindedness. See if your group can think of others.   

 
You can then transition by saying, “One of the big concluding points demonstrated from Scripture in the 
sermon was that the providence of God ensures the downfall of the proud and conceited.”  
 

QUESTION #4: Why would God see to it that the proud are humbled and brought low? Proud people 
tend to be overly concerned about themselves and draw attention to themselves. This is an affront to 
the heart of the gospel, which is meant to draw attention away from ourselves and on to Christ. Pride 
is working against the very heart of reality, which is God-centered, rather than man-centered.  

 
You can transition by saying, “Ephesians 2:8-9 teaches that salvation is by grace alone, not by works, ‘so that 
no one may boast.’”  



 
QUESTION #5: Why is it good news that salvation is given to sinners in such a way as to keep us from 
boasting? Boasting in one’s efforts to save themselves or contribute in any way to their own justification 
before God is inherently anti-gospel. What makes the gospel such good news is that it is entirely 
undeserved and free, regardless of how good or well-behaved you are. If salvation can give us any 
grounds of boasting in ourselves, then it takes the glory and grace of God away.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “It was discussed in the sermon about the inevitable path that pride takes 
us on, which is exaltation and then humiliation. But the gospel teaches that Jesus did the very opposite for us: 
he was first humiliated on the cross for us, then exalted in the resurrection.”  
 

QUESTION #7: In what way does the gospel lead us away from the prideful pathway of exaltation and 
humiliation toward the path of humiliation and exaltation? The gospel delivers us from the pathway of 
self-exaltation ending in eternal humiliation. It then empowers us by the Spirit to walk the path of Christ 
that goes lows and humbles itself until God exalts them on the last day. 

 
You can then transition by saying, “The most important thing we can do in growing in our humility is pray 
for the Holy Spirit to grow this in us.” 
 

• QUESTION #6: How can we pray for one another?  
 
 
 
Prayer Time: Spend some time taking prayer requests and praying for one another. 


