
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Book of Esther 

Week 2 – “A Superior Pleasure” (Feb. 20) 

 

Emphasis This Week: The spring semester of Growth Groups begins in February and runs through the end 
of March. Each month there should be an emphasis in leading your group. The emphasis of the first month 
of every semester (especially for newer groups) should always be fellowship. It is a common saying 
within church leaders involved in small group ministries that “fellowship is the glue of your group.” Fellowship 
is essentially is reciprocated comfortability and safety between group members. If the people in your group do 
not feel comfortable or safe, then it will significantly hinder the group’s ability to have deep and meaningful 
discussion, or worse superficial prayer time together. Fellowship builds the foundation for meaningful 
discussion and quality prayer time together in the later months.  
 
Fellowship Time: This portion of the guide will always provide practical things you can do to establish 
fellowship in your group. These include things like icebreakers, which (though they may seem cheesy) are very 
important in helping people feel comfortable and relaxed, especially if they are new to your group.  
 

• Icebreaker: The winter Olympics just happened. Did you watch them? If you could do any winter 
Olympics event, what would you do and why? As always, icebreakers are important to help people feel 
comfortable J 

 
Discussion Time: It is important in your discussion time, especially if you are a newer group or have new 
group members, to “ease into it.” What that means is starting off with more general questions that get deeper 
or more personal as you proceed. Always be sure to leave plenty of time at the end for prayer. You do 
not have to get through every single question! It is more important to leave time for prayer at the end.   
 
You can start the discussion by saying, “This past Sunday was our second week in the sermon series on the 
book of Esther. The sermon was called “A Superior Pleasure.” Sometimes we find ourselves subject to the desires 
and pleasure of someone else in our lives. But as believers, we find courage, comfort, and confidence knowing 
that there is a superior pleasure in heaven who is providentially ruling over it all. That pleasure is the pleasure 
of our heavenly Father who loves us and cares for us.” 
 

• QUESTION #1: What were some things that stood out to you from this week’s sermon? Why? Again, 
this is just a good open-ended question for people to just start talking.  

 
• QUESTION #2: Read Psalm 1115:3 then ask, “How does this passage seem to relate to the point of last 

Sunday’s sermon? What are some thoughts and questions you have about this verse? The verse says,  
“Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” This is a massive verse that clearly states that 
God’s plans are never ultimately frustrated or hindered. Everything happens the way he intended it to 
happen. You could even argue that God is the happiest person in existence, because he always gets what 
he ultimately desires. We get frustrated because our plans get hindered, but God’s plans are never 
frustrated.  

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “REMINDER: the sermon series is called, ‘Providence.’ 
The way providence is being defined in this series comes from an old church catechism. The definition is, ‘The 
almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it were by his hand, he upholds and governs heaven, 
earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and drink, health 
and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all things come, not by chance, but by his fatherly hand.’  
 

• QUESTION #3: How has your understanding of providence been challenged, changed, or affected over 
the past two weeks? Providence can be a new concept for many Christians. Some churches don’t talk 
about it. This gives people a chance to process out loud if it is a new concept. Here is a helpful video 
resource you can use to understand it: https://youtu.be/ng3cf6WhS-E  



You can transition into the next question by saying, “This past week’s passage had a lot of what most people 
would consider as concerning illustrations of the way culture throughout history has denigrated women and 
objectified them.”  
 

• QUESTION #4: After hearing the sermon and reading the passage, in what way do you think the church 
can lead in this area of the way men and women relate to each other in a God-honoring way? There 
were a number of “sidenotes” from this past week relating to the issue of the way men can treat women. 
This question just gives people the opportunity to process them. You probably want to keep the 
conversation steered in a positive direction and not let it take over the whole time. You can read the 
article referenced in the sermon here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/women-not-problem/  

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “At the end of each sermon, we have been asking the 
question: Where is the providence of God seen here? The first way it was seen this past week was that although 
the desires and pleasures of those in power were controlling everyone in Persia, God ultimately overrules them 
all (c.f. Psalm 115:3). His desire and will is ultimate.” 
 

• QUESTION #5: When have you found yourself at the mercy of someone else’s will, but were still 
required to trust in the greater will of God behind it all? This question is seeking to apply the main point 
of the sermon. If you wanted, you could ask people to read back through chapter 2 and find all the 
references to someone’s desire and pleasure and mention how it affects people. Ultimately, we want 
people to know when to trust God when things seem like they are out of our control or will, just as 
Esther had to do.  

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “The second way the providence of God was seen was 
in the path Esther took to rise to power. Her path was a similar path that Jesus took, but Jesus fulfilled it in a 
much better way: the way of suffering. Here was the comparison made in the sermon: 
• Esther was gently dressed in royal garments, but Jesus was violently stripped of his garments.  
• When Esther finally stood before power she was crowned with gold, but Jesus was crowned with thorns.  
• After Esther was crowned, the people gathered around to throw feasts, but after Jesus was crowned, Roman 

soldiers gathered around to throw fists. They brushed Esther’s hair, but ripped Jesus’ hair.  
• While Esther was rising to power, Mordecai was faithfully watching after her, but when Peter drew near to 

the courtyard seeking Jesus, he denied Jesus and abandoned him to his fate.  
• Esther was lavished with the king’s love for her beauty, but Jesus was lavished with God’s wrath for our 

sins.  
• Esther’s road to the right hand of power was only up, but Jesus’ road to the right hand of power had to go 

down to the grave before rising up from the grave to heaven. 
 

• QUESTION #6: In what way was your view of the Bible affected when the comparison was made 
between the path of Esther and the path of Jesus? This could be a new concept for some people, but the 
fancy term is “typology.” This is the idea that there are moments in biblical history that lay out a pattern 
which Jesus would later fulfill, but in a much greater way. This can help people begin to see the ways 
that Jesus fulfills the Old Testament. A good verse to go to is Luke 24:44. 
 

• QUESTION #7: While Esther was walking this path, she had no idea that it would be fulfilled in a much 
greater way by Jesus Christ. How might this encourage us to remain faithful, even when we cannot see 
what God is doing in our lives? This is a great way to bring the discussion home. If we believe in the 
providence of God, and we believe in a good heavenly Father, then there are going to be times when we 
have to trust him even when life is really hard and when we have no idea how God is working for good. 

 
Prayer Time: This is the most important thing your group can spend time doing. Please be sure to end your 
discussion time in order to pray together.  


