
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Book of Esther 

Week 3 – “God’s Providence, Our Faithfulness” (Feb. 27) 

 

Emphasis for February: the month of February is all about emphasizing fellowship. Fellowship and friendship 
are the foundation and the glue of your group. It’s the foundation because everything else (discussion, prayer, 
etc.) builds upon how comfortable and cohesive the relationships are in your group. It is the glue because people 
want to feel connected and comfortable in their group. If they feel this way, then they will be more likely to 
make an effort to be there on a weekly basis.   
 
Fellowship Time: getting to know one another.  
 

• Icebreaker: If you go back ten years from today, what advice would you give yourself? Explain.  
• Practicing Gratitude: What is one thing you can genuinely be thankful for since last time we met? 

 
Discussion Time: It is important in your discussion time, especially if you are a newer group or have new 
group members, to “ease into it.” What that means is starting off with more general questions that get deeper 
or more personal as you proceed. Always be sure to leave plenty of time at the end for prayer. You do 
not have to get through every single question! It is more important to leave time for prayer at the end.   
 
You can start the discussion by saying, “Throughout this series, we have been reading the preface in the ESV 
Scripture Journals about the nature of the Bible before each sermon. This has acted like a weekly corporate 
confession of our belief in the Bible.” 
 

• QUESTION #1: How has reading that preface each week affected or shaped you, if at all? What line 
has impressed itself upon you the most? Explain. This question gives people a chance to reflect on what 
we have been doing in reading the preface. We want to be self-reflective as Christians and consider 
why we do what we do and how it affects us? 

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “This past Sunday was the third week in the sermon 
series on the book of Esther. The sermon was called ‘God’s Providence, Our Faithfulness.’ The main point from 
the sermon was: the providence of God does not undermine our faithfulness, rather it underlines our faithfulness. 
In other words, just because God controls, guides, and directs all things according to this plan and purpose, that 
doesn’t mean we aren’t responsible for our actions in the present. The reason is because our faithfulness in the 
present, is usually what God uses for good in the future.” 
 

• QUESTION #2: What were some things that stood out to you from this week’s sermon? Why?  
 

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “Read Esther 2:19-23. Mordecai and Esther are finding 
themselves beginning to be elevated to positions of power, yet without pursuing power. One of the marks of a 
Christian is their relationship to power. Christians, like Christ, do not pursue power, rather we relinquish power 
and authority for the benefit of others. We are first faithful to Jesus, while entrusting any granting of power or 
prestige to the providence of God. 
 

• QUESTION #3: How would you describe your relationship to power and prestige? In what way has 
this issue been a challenge or blessing for you? This question is intended to get people to apply the issue 
of power to their Christian life. Sometimes we can be more focused on gaining power and prestige than 
we are willing to admit. Our primary responsibility is faithfulness, rather than a position. This is not 
saying that we cannot pursue positions in our work. What it does mean is that our hearts must not view 
it as an idol or as offering a false sense of identity-formation. When power, position, and prestige become 
idols, that’s when we sacrifice other people for our own desires.  

 



You can then transition into the next question by saying, “Pastor Mike shared a personal story illustrating the 
way that God can use seemingly small and insignificant acts of obedience and faithfulness in his future 
providence.   
 

• QUESTION #4: In what way can you relate to this story? Have there been times in your life when you 
have experienced something like this? You were faithful in something and then witnessed how God 
used it in his future providence.  Give people time to really think about this one. This question could 
open up some interesting and encouraging stories from your group. Be sure to celebrate and be open to 
the Spirit’s work if someone shares something powerful or heavy. 

 
You can transition into the next question by saying, “All sermons and Bible teaching should clearly connect to 
the gospel. The main point of the sermon relates to the gospel because the blood of Christ has not only paid for 
our sins, but also secured our future. Because of this, we can entrust the future God, and simply focus on being 
faithful now, trusting that he will care for us down the road.”  
 

• QUESTION #5: What does it say about God’s providence over your future that it cost the life and blood 
of Jesus Christ to secure it for you? How does this change the way you view your present and your 
future? This question is crucial for seeing the connection of the sermon point to the gospel. All of the 
good and blessing that come to us as disciples flows from the cross of Jesus Christ. We are never to view 
God’s goodness toward us apart from the price of Christ’s life and blood for our sins. Because God was 
willing to give up his Son for our future, then we know our future is sure since it cost God everything. 

 
You can then transition into the next question by saying, “Deuteronomy 29:29 says, ‘The secret things belong 
to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children, that we may walk do 
all the words of this law.’ There are things that God will always keep a secret from us, but there are things that 
he has clearly revealed to us in his word. We are to spend our time walking obediently to his word, rather than 
trying to gain access to that which does not belong to us.” 
 

• QUESTION #6: Where in your life do you need to focus on being faithful now, rather than preoccupying 
yourself with the future providence of God? This question is about practical action. Now what? How is 
our life going to be different? We are called to be faithful now and stop over-preoccupying ourselves 
with God’s will for our life. Encourage people to share honestly with how they have possibly neglected 
present faithfulness because they were obsessing over God’s future providence.  

 
Prayer Time: This is the most important thing your group can spend time doing. Please be sure to end your 
discussion time in order to pray together. The first few weeks can be a little intimidating for some people and 
praying together. The first couple of weeks might be good to simply ask the group if there is anything specific 
they need prayer for. Then ask some more “seasoned” members of your group to pray for any of the specific 
prayer needs.  


