
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Spring 2022 – Esther Sermon Series 

Week 6 – “Know Your Enemy” (March 20) 

 

EMPHASIS FOR MARCH:  
 
The month of March is all about growing in depth with your group. Now that you have established a 
foundation of fellowship and friendship in your group, it is time to start pushing the discussion portion of 
your groups to greater depth and transparency. The easiest way to start this process of growing in depth is to 
simply state it out loud after your fellowship and icebreaker time, “Now that we have gotten a little more 
comfortable with each other in this group, I would like to encourage us to begin taking some steps of faith in 
sharing in greater depth and transparency. This is a key aspect for us growing in our love for Jesus together.” 
 

• Practicing Gratitude: What is one thing you can genuinely be thankful for since last time we met? 
Was there anything particularly discouraging from last week that you need prayer for? The additional 
question about something discouraging is for the sake of opening up in your group a little more about 
ways you can care and pray for one another 

 
DISCUSSION TIME:  
 
You can start the discussion by saying, “This past week we continued our series in the book of Esther and 
looked at the wicked plot of Haman to destroy the Jewish people. The title of the sermon was called, “Know 
Your Enemy.” We saw a parallel between Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews and Satan’s plotting to destroy the 
people of God.” 
 

QUESTION #1: What were some things that stood out to you personally that were either 
encouraging, challenging, confusing, or even worshipful? This is a basic, open-ended question to get 
people comfortable talking during your meeting.  

 
You can then transition by saying, “This past week’s sermon was intended to help you become more 
aware of Satan’s schemes. The four aspects of Satan’s evil schemes were the pretense of evil, the politics of evil, 
the purpose of evil, and the product of evil.” 
 

QUESTION #2: Which of the four points was most helpful for you personally? Why? Here are the 
four points along with fuller explanations: 

1. Pretense of evil – evil and Satan work using concealed methods. They have wicked intentions 
but cloak themselves in spirituality and “righteousness.”  

2. Politics of evil – evil and Satan manipulate and influence through lies, half-truths, and partial 
truths.  

3. Purpose of evil – evil and Satan’s intention are to destroy, to kill, and take what does not 
belong to it. The reason it destroys is to restore something that was lost back to it. 

4. Product of evil – the result and effect of evil and Satan’s schemes is confusion and 
uncertainty in our minds about who God is, who we are in Christ, and Christ’s heart for us. 

 
You can then transition by reading 2 Corinthians 2:11 then you can say, “Paul the apostle tells to not 
be ignorant of Satan’s designs.” 
 

QUESTION #3: Why do you think it is so important to be aware of Satan’s schemes and plans? The 
most obvious one is so that we are aware of ways he works against us, so that we are more prepared 
and able to stand firm in the spiritual battle.  

 



You can then transition by saying, “The providence of God was seen in this passage in the way that God is 
not ever surprised by the schemes of evil against his people. In fact, the only time God is said to laugh is 
when people are plotting against his people.” 
 

QUESTION #4: Read Psalm 2:1-4; Psalm 37:12-13; and Psalm 59:5-8. What stands out to you from 
each of these references? This question doesn’t really require a “correct” answer, since it is simply 
letting people respond to the way the text affects them. Here are some notes from the ESV Study 
Bible: “Samuel anointed both Saul (1 Sam. 10:1) and David (1 Sam. 16:13), setting them apart as 
king, whose task was to rule Israel and to embody covenant faithfulness. The word Messiah 
comes from transliterating the Hebrew word for “Anointed,” and the word Christ comes from 
translating “Anointed” into Greek. For the Gentiles to rebel against the heir of David is to rebel 
against the Lord who installed him; it is also to cut themselves off from their only hope of 
knowing the one true God. In Acts 4:25–26, the early Christians saw the persecution they faced 
as the same kind of foolish rebellion. Ps. 2:4–6 Heaven’s Perspective on the Revolt. Since the 
Lord is not dismayed, neither do his people need to be. In fact, God laughs at the rebels and 
declares his firm purpose to establish the throne of David as he has promised.” 

 
QUESTION #5: How does it affect or change you knowing that God laughs at the wicked schemes of 
evil and Satan? This question encourages them to think through the implications of God’s providence 
on their lives in the spiritual battle, especially about being bold in the face of evil and temptation from 
Satan. If we are God’s children, and our Father laughs at the schemes of the wicked, then we too can 
laugh at any opposition we face from Satan’s schemes.  
 

You can then transition by saying, “There was a Jonathan Edwards quote shared in the sermon about 
Satan being a “blockhead.” The quote goes like this, ‘Seeing the devil is so cunning and subtle, it seems to be a 
paradox why he would try to frustrate the designs of an omniscient God, or to pretend to challenge a God that is 
omnipotent, … And seeing he has experience of this, for so long a time, all his deep-laid schemes have ultimately 
led to his downfall… To this I say, that although the devil is exceedingly crafty and subtle, yet he is one of the 
greatest fools and blockheads in the world.’” 
 

• QUESTION #6: Do you agree with this quote? Why or why not? If it is true, how does it change 
things in our battle against spiritual forces? This is not to say that Satan isn’t crafty and brilliant in 
being evil. On the contrary, he is self-deceived in his schemes, since he persistently tries to oppose the 
Almighty and eternally victorious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 
Prayer Time: Spend some time taking prayer requests and praying for one another. 


