
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 10 – Nov 15 - Nov 21

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: ACCOUNTABILITY. Now that you have begun to build relationships within your

group and have hopefully grown in vulnerability, it is common that at this point as we enter the final third of

the semester that sometimes individuals’ consistency of attendance can drop off. If you notice this in any of

your group members, I would encourage you to pursue them in love with text messages or phone calls a day or

two leading up to your group to encourage them to attend. If they are unable to make it, please let them know

that you will be praying for them that evening and ask how you can specifically pray.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. “Tackle the Trafficking” is a football tournament aimed at raising support and awareness in the fight

against human trafficking. This year it will take place on Saturday, November 26. In addition to the

football tournament, there will be a Fair Trade Christmas Market and so much more! If you are

interested in attending the event or would like more information on how you can support this event,

please reach out directly to Jessica Grande (jessgrande@yahoo.com), Danielle Hoitsma

(leavnalegacy@aol.com), or Mike Dykhouse (Dykhouse.mike@gmail.com).

2. All women are invited to join us for a Women's Brunch on Saturday, November 19! They will meet at

9:30 AM at the church. Please see the Monday weekly newsletter for more info and to sign up to

attend or email Jackie.Levesque@churchatbergen.org

3. We are kicking off our Samaritan's Purse outreach, Operation Christmas Child. Shoe boxes filled with

small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies will be sent as a means of reaching children in their own

communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Boxes can be dropped off at church by this Sunday,

November 20. Questions? Contact our Outreach Team Leader, Eric Hicks (eric82501@gmail.com).

4. We are looking for 5-10 volunteers on Tuesday, November 22 at 6 PM, to help us decorate for

Christmas. No skills required - just an interest in helping us hang lights, garland, and set up some

Christmas trees! Pizza will be provided. Please email jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org to let us

know you'll be there!

5. If you are interested in learning more about our doctrine and vision, church leadership structure, and

qualifications for membership, join our next Membership Class on Sunday, December 4, from 12-2:30

PM. Lunch will be provided. See the weekly Monday email newsletter to sign-up to attend!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

https://research.lifeway.com/2020/02/19/75-icebreaker-questions-for-church-small-groups/
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PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS: These questions focus on the member installations and baptisms.

QUESTION #1: This past Sunday, we saw new members installed as well as four incredible testimonies

and baptisms. What stood out to you the most from either the member installations or baptisms? How

were you encouraged during these moments?

QUESTION #2: What do you think it looks like to be a meaningful member of a local church?

QUESTION #3: Why is it so encouraging and important for the local church to hear an individuals'

testimony of how Jesus saved their life and witness their baptism?

LEADER / CO-LEADER READ: Acts 6:1-7 ESV

DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying: This past Sunday we looked at Acts 6:1-7 where the

Apostles chose seven men to serve the local church as Deacons in an effort to keep the preaching of Jesus

Christ and the gospel the primary devotion and ministry of the Apostles. Pastor McKinney answered the

question: Why must The Church give itself to the preaching of Christ? We saw three reasons: (1) Sinners will be

justified, (2) Saints will be happified, and (3) Satan will be nullified.

QUESTION #4: It was said in the sermon that to faithfully preach The Word of God is to preach Christ.

Why is it so important that Christ is preached Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday?

QUESTION #5: It was said in the sermon that when Christ is lifted up and preached clearly and

sincerely, sinners will be justified. What was the moment for you when you saw Christ for the first time

lifted up and preached clearly and sincerely? What was this experience lik?

QUESTION #6: While our happiness should be found in Christ, how does this fit in with times of

suffering and heartache? What does it look like for your happiness to be in Christ during times of

suffering?

QUESTION #7: It was said in the sermon, “Let’s take happiness back from the world and put it where it

belongs: in Christ.” How is happiness in Christ different from worldly happiness?

QUESTION #8: It was said in the sermon that Satan wants to temp you away from Christ and have you

give in to sin. How does the preaching of Christ week after week help keep you from temptation and

sin?
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QUESTION #9: If you have given in to temptation and have fallen into sin, what does the preaching of

Christ week after week do for you?

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


