
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 8– Nov 1 - Nov 7

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: ACCOUNTABILITY. Now that you have begun to build relationships within your

group and have hopefully grown in vulnerability, it is common that at this point as we enter the final third of

the semester that sometimes individuals’ consistency of attendance can drop off. If you notice this in any of

your group members, I would encourage you to pursue them in love with text messages or phone calls a day or

two leading up to your group to encourage them to attend. If they are unable to make it, please let them know

that you will be praying for them that evening and ask how you can specifically pray.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. We are kicking off our Samaritan's Purse outreach, Operation Christmas Child. Shoe boxes filled with

small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies will be sent as a means of reaching children in their own

communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Boxes can be dropped off at church by Sunday,

November 20. Questions? Contact our Outreach Team Leader, Eric Hicks at eric82501@gmail.com

2. Join us this Saturday, November 5 at 9 AM for a men's breakfast. No sign-up required! Contact Mike

Savino at mjsavinos@gmail.com for more information.

3. Please join us as we will be celebrating baptisms during our 10 AM service next Sunday, November 13!

4. All women are invited to join us for a Women's Brunch on Saturday, November 19! They will meet at

9:30 AM at the church. Please see the Monday weekly newsletter for more info and to sign up to

attend or email Jackie.Levesque@churchatbergen.org

5. On Sunday, Oct. 23rd we highlighted several different volunteer teams during Step Up Sunday. If you

would like to learn more about serving opportunities and joining a team, please email our Connections

Director, Jackie Levesque at jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org

6. Join us for prayer, every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM, before our 10 AM worship service. We meet

in the classroom behind the Guest Services desk.  All are welcome!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying: This past Sunday we looked at Acts 4:32 - 5:11 and

saw yet again the radical generosity of the early Church. We also saw how Satan tried to destroy the early

Church by implanting mistrust, fear, and doubt in hearts and minds, messing with subtle nuances related to

this generosity.

QUESTION #1: In the introduction of his sermon, Pastor McKinney said, “There is a love for the world

that makes being a Christian impossible.” What are your thoughts on this statement? What comes to

your mind immediately after hearing that and what’s going on right now in your heart?
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LEADER // CO-LEADER // VOLUNTEER -  READ ACTS 4:32-37

QUESTION #2: What is it that made the people in Acts 4:32-37 so radically generous?
(Answer: Acts 4:33 - 34; The apostles giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus caused GREAT GRACE to be

upon them all. This caused the loosening of the grip that the people had on their possessions.)

QUESTION #3: Read Luke 14:12-14. Why would the powerful testimony of the resurrection of Jesus

bring about an intensity level of grace which would make them radically generous as we see in Acts 4?
(Answer: The knowledge that they will be repaid at the future resurrection when they will rise just as Chirst did to live

eternally with Him.)

YOU CAN THEN TRANSITION BY SAYING: If you don’t believe in the resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection

of those who trust in Jesus, then it makes very little sense to be radically generous. The resurrection empowers

you in a way that does not benefit you in this life because of your hope of repayment in the next life.

QUESTION #4: Why do we struggle to believe that we will indeed be repaid in the next life? (this question

can be used as an optional question at your discretion. If you feel like you will have time - go for it, but if you feel like you will

run out of time, feel free to go to the next question - ESPECIALLY IF YOU FEEL LIKE IT WILL TAKE TIME AWAY FROM PRAYING

TOGETHER!)

QUESTION #5: What area of your life do you need the power of the testimony of the Lord Jesus’

resurrection and His GREAT GRACE to take over?

PRAY: Pray that by the power of The Holy Spirit, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ would be so

apparent in our lives and His great grace would fall upon us in those particular areas of our lives. Pray

that we would not focus on generosity itself, but rather focus on the grace of God that comes through

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and fix our eyes there and place our trust there and we would

be patient as we wait upon what the Holy Spirit will do in our hearts and in our lives.

YOU CAN THEN TRANSITION BY SAYING: So, God’s grace is at work in the early Church here as we see in Acts

4:32-37, but when things are going really well in the Church that’s when you know Satan is on his way and

prowling around the Church looking for a way to get it.

LEADER // CO-LEADER // VOLUNTEER -  READ ACTS 5:1-11

YOU CAN THEN TRANSITION BY SAYING: Here we see a “descriptive” (biblical texts that simply describe what

is happening without giving a command or instructing us on how to behave or what will happen) and unique

moment in the early Church. Satan tries to undermine and break up the foundation-laying of the early Church

here by entering into the human heart.
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QUESTION #6: Satan is described in the bible in John 8 as the father of lies speaking out of his own

character when he lies. All of the lies ever told in the history of humanity - Satan is their Dad. Pastor

McKinney shared that one of the most important rules of a household is that there should be no lying

and that only the truth is told because Jesus is The Truth and when a child lies, it should be met with

gracious, kind, yet firm discipline. Why is it important to take lying as seriously as this and as we see in

Acts 5:1-11?

QUESTION #7: We see here in Acts 5:1-11 that the Apostles were not commanding this radical

generosity from the people. The holding back of some of the proceeds by Ananias and Sapphira was

not the sin. The sin was the deception of not telling them they held some of it back. Ananias and

Sapphira went through a lot of trouble just to give the false impression that they were being radically

generous because of the widespread nature and high esteem of the radical generosity of the early

Church. People were willing to “fake it” and “put on a show for others to see” so that others would

think highly of them. What are some of the areas of our lives that we might be tempted to “fake it” and

“put on a show for others to see” so others will think highly of us?

QUESTION #8: What are practical ways we can guard our hearts from the love of praise and the love of

money?

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


