
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 9– Nov 8 - Nov 14

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: ACCOUNTABILITY. Now that you have begun to build relationships within your

group and have hopefully grown in vulnerability, it is common that at this point as we enter the final third of

the semester that sometimes individuals’ consistency of attendance can drop off. If you notice this in any of

your group members, I would encourage you to pursue them in love with text messages or phone calls a day or

two leading up to your group to encourage them to attend. If they are unable to make it, please let them know

that you will be praying for them that evening and ask how you can specifically pray.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. We are kicking off our Samaritan's Purse outreach, Operation Christmas Child. Shoe boxes filled with

small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies will be sent as a means of reaching children in their own

communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Boxes can be dropped off at church by Sunday,

November 20. Questions? Contact our Outreach Team Leader, Eric Hicks at eric82501@gmail.com

2. Please join us as we will be celebrating baptisms during our 10 AM service this Sunday, November 13!

3. All women are invited to join us for a Women's Brunch on Saturday, November 19! They will meet at

9:30 AM at the church. Please see the Monday weekly newsletter for more info and to sign up to

attend or email Jackie.Levesque@churchatbergen.org

4. All young adults (20's & 30's) are invited to join us for the Turnout, this Friday, November 11, at 7 PM.

Our time together will include fellowship & food, worship & prayer, and the teaching & meditation of

God's word. Email our Young Adult Leaders if you have any questions!

5. On Sunday, Oct. 23rd we highlighted several different volunteer teams during Step Up Sunday. If you

would like to learn more about serving opportunities and joining a team, please email our Connections

Director, Jackie Levesque at jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org

6. Join us for prayer, every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM, before our 10 AM worship service. We meet

in the classroom behind the Guest Services desk.  All are welcome!

7. We are looking for 5-10 volunteers on Tuesday, November 22 at 6 PM, to help us decorate for

Christmas. No skills required - just an interest in helping us hang lights, garland, and set up some

Christmas trees! Pizza will be provided. Please email jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org to let us

know you'll be there!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying: This past Sunday we looked at Acts 5:12 - 42 and

saw the authority of the world conflict with Jesus’ authority. We learned four things about authority from the

passage: (1) The Goodness of Authority, (2) The Corruption of Authority, (3) The Conflict of Authority, (4) The

Destiny of Authority.
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GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 9– Nov 8 - Nov 14

Leader // Co-Leader // Volunteer - Read Acts 5:12-42

QUESTION #1: In the passage we saw that the religious leaders were motivated by jealousy and for

them, authority became an idol. Is there a time in your life where you have felt the allurement and

temptation to use authority in the wrong way?

QUESTION #2: Where have you seen and how have you experienced good and Godly authority in your

life? What did that look like? If you haven’t experienced good and Godly authority in your life, what do

you think it would look like?

QUESTION #3: What area or areas of your life has God entrusted you with authority? What is your

personal assessment of the stewardship of that authority?

QUESTION #4: It was said in the sermon that staying obedient to Jesus is more important than staying

alive. Typically our lives are not being threatened here in America, so it’s harder to discern whether our

love for Jesus exceeds the love we have for our own life. How would you know that staying obedient to

Jesus is more important than your own life? What would be indicators of that?

QUESTION #5: The authority of Jesus is destined to come to fruition, sometimes in this life and

ultimately in the next life. How might knowing and believing that grow you in confidence in your faith?

QUESTION #6: Where in your life right now are you being tested and tried in your confidence in the

authority of Jesus?

QUESTION #7: It was said in the sermon that you should never be afraid to be a Christian. This is easier

said than done. This is ideally how we should live, but the reality is we experience fear all the time. If

you do feel and experience fear, this doesn’t mean that you stink at being a Christian. How does the

gospel of Jesus Christ encourage us in our fears and correct our fears?

QUESTION #8: It’s possible that our culture could become more and more opposed to Christianity.

What are things that we can do to prepare ourselves if this would be God’s will?

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


