
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 2 – Sept 18 - 24

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: The month of September is all about building relationships and building trust

within your group. You really want to be sure to give some time to just getting to know one another if people

don’t already know each other or know each other very well.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. Pastor Peter Ochoa will be teaching an Adult Sunday School Class this fall on Reformation Theology. The

class will meet at the church on Sundays from 12:15-1 PM, starting this Sunday, September 25, and

ending on Sunday, December 4. Sign up in our weekly Monday email newsletter or by emailing

info@churchatbergen.org.

2. Register today for our Women's Conference! Registration will close this Sunday, September 25. Register

in our weekly Monday email newsletter or by emailing info@churchatbergen.org. If you are interested

in helping volunteer at the conference, or if you have any questions, please contact our Connections

Director, Jackie Levesque by emailing her at jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org.

3. Join us for Worship & Prayer this Sunday, Sept. 25 from 4-5 pm. All are welcome!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying, “This past Sunday, Pastor McKinney preached an

introduction to our new sermon series called, ‘Witness’ - a year long study of the book of Acts. But before

launching into the sermon, Pastor McKinney shared what the Holy Spirit had pressed upon him that morning in

his devotional time from Psalm 112 and said, ‘Raise your hand if you really dislike bad news.’ We can all relate

to this. Bad news is a horrible intrusion that throws our emotions all out of whack and completely catches us

off guard. Psalm 112:7 reads, ‘He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord.’”

QUESTION #1: Has anyone recently received bad news or is in the midst of bad news or expecting bad

news?

QUESTION #2: How can our heart remain firm as it says in Psalm 112:7 even though we have heard bad

news or are in the midst of bad news or even expecting bad news?

https://research.lifeway.com/2020/02/19/75-icebreaker-questions-for-church-small-groups/
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Transition by saying, “The reason why our hearts do not stand firm and we become afraid of and get all bent

out of shape by bad news, is because our heart has begun to shift and rest upon some sort of circumstance in

life. Our hearts drift away from being confident in the Lord. Prone to wander Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the

God I love. Here’s my heart Lord, HERE IS MY HEART LORD. My heart is wandering - SEAL it for thy courts

above.

PRAY: Take some time to pray as a group for one another and especially those who shared earlier that

they are experiencing bad news. Pray that the Lord would SEAL all of our hearts in Him and bring our

wandering hearts back to trusting and being made firm in the Lord.

You can then transition by saying, “In this past Sunday’s sermon, we learned the purpose for why the book of

Acts was written: that we would have certainty concerning the person and work of Jesus Christ. The book of

Acts takes place after Jesus’ ascension and tells of his continued work through his apostles by the power of the

Holy Spirit that can be summed up by the books’ thesis statement in Acts 1:8, ‘But you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’”

QUESTION #3: What stood out to you the most from this past Sunday’s sermon?

QUESTION #4: What is something new that you have learned or something that you now better

understand after this past Sunday’s sermon?

QUESTION #5: Towards the beginning of the sermon, Pastor Mike talked about the word certainty as it

relates to the reason for the book of Acts being written from Luke 1:1-4, “...so that you may have

certainty concerning the things you have been taught.” Pastor Mike defined certainty as follows:

stability, safety, or security in what you believe. How might you describe the difference between

understanding the gospel and having certainty in the gospel?

QUESTION #6: Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” This

is arguably the thesis of the book of Acts and where we get the name of our sermon series, “Witness”.

Pastor McKinney mentioned that what holds us back from being witnesses and testifying to the good

news of grace and forgiveness found in Christ alone is a sense of uncertainty, instability, insecurity in

our confidence in our belief. Can you relate to this? Has there been anything that has been personally

helpful for you in regaining your certainty, stability, safety and security in the gospel?
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QUESTION #7: At the end of the sermon Pastor McKinney said that if Christ did the ultimate work of

purchasing our forgiveness and redemption at the cost of his blood to become the cornerstone of God’s

house, and if the life and work of the apostles is the foundation of this house, then every other local

church post-Acts 28, is merely one teeny tiny little brick in the glorious foundation laid by Christ and his

apostles. What comes to your mind after hearing this?

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


