
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 3 – Sept 26 - Oct 2

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: The month of September is all about building relationships and building trust

within your group. You really want to be sure to give some time to just getting to know one another if people

don’t already know each other or know each other very well.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. Our Men's Breakfast will take place next Saturday, October 8th at 9 AM. No sign-up required! Please

contact Mike Savino at mjsavinos@gmail.com if you would like more information or if you have any

questions.

2. Our next Baptism Class is scheduled for Sunday, October 16 at 12 PM. If you would like to attend the

class, please stop by the Guest Services desk on Sunday to pick up the short required reading and sign

up to attend.

3. We are doing a volunteer outreach with Servant's Heart Ministry on Saturday, October 22, from

8:30AM - 5:00PM. We will have details of location and exact scope of the work as we get closer. No

construction experience is necessary. Coffee and lunch provided. Sign up in the weekly newsletter or

email info@churchatbergen to attend!

4. Join us for prayer, every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM, before our 10 AM worship service. We meet

in the classroom behind the Guest Services desk.  All are welcome!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying, “This past Sunday Pastor McKinney preached from

Acts 2:1-36 and asked this overarching question: What does Pentecost mean? (What is the meaning of

Pentecost?) He then answered this question throughout his sermon in one clear and concise sentence

containing three parts: (1) The Father keeps His promise; (2) to make The Spirit free for all; (3) from the

generous hand of the glorified Christ.”

QUESTION #1: What stood out to you the most from this past Sunday’s sermon?

QUESTION #2: Coming into this past Sunday’s sermon, what would have been your answer to the

question: What does Pentecost mean? (Another way to phrase this question would be - Before listening

to the sermon, what was your understanding of Pentecost?)

QUESTION #3: After hearing the sermon, has your understanding of Pentecost changed? If so, how has

it changed?

https://research.lifeway.com/2020/02/19/75-icebreaker-questions-for-church-small-groups/
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You can then transition by saying, “The first thing that Pentecost means is that it is the promise keeping God in

action. What this means for us is that if God kept his promise then, He will keep His promise now. He is the

same God today as He was at Pentecost.”

QUESTION #4: Pastor McKinney said in his sermon that just because a promise of God feels long to us,

it never detracts from His character. His job is to make promises in His own time and to keep promises

in His own time and our job is to wait upon the Lord. Has anyone here been waiting on God for

something for a long time? If so, what has your experience been during the waiting? How can we as a

group specifically pray for you in your waiting?

Take time to read through AND PRAY Psalm 27 over anyone who has shared an answer to question #4.

You can then transition by saying, “The second part of the answer to the question: What does Pentecost mean,

is: The father keeps his promise to make the spirit free for all. In Luke 11:18 Jesus says, ‘If you then, who are

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit

to those who ask him!’ There is one requirement for receiving the Holy Spirit - ASK HIM.”

QUESTION #5: What things might keep us from asking God the Father to fill us with The Holy Spirit?

You can then transition by saying, “In Acts 2:17-18 we see Peter quoting from the book of Joel (Old Testament)

about prophecy, visions, and dreams. In The Old Testament the ones who had the most intimate and personal

access to the Holy Spirit were the prophets. They had visions, they saw God, and they had access to God unlike

anyone else BUT NOW that personal and intimate access to God experienced by the prophets of the Old

Testament is freely available to everyone in Christ without distinction. There are no second class Christians in

the kingdom of God. All of us regardless of age, gender, class, or ethnicity have been granted access to the

same Holy Spirit.”

QUESTION #6: What comes to mind hearing this? Knowing this now, how does this make you feel?
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You can then transition by saying, “Acts 2:33 is the most important verse in Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. It is the

highpoint of what he has been working towards and building upon throughout his sermon and it is the final

answer to the question of: What does Pentecost mean? The Father keeps His promise to make The Spirit free

for all from the generous hands of the glorified Christ. Pentecost is the final step in the redemptive work of

Christ. The third person of The Trinity, The Holy Spirit, was placed into the hands of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ hands

are the only hands worthy enough, holy enough, big enough, pure enough, powerful enough, and mighty

enough, to hold the divine gift of The Holy Spirit.”

QUESTION #7: Pastor McKinney quoted John Calvin in the sermon saying, “Jesus did not keep The Spirit

for his own private use.” While the hands of Christ alone are infinitely worthy they are also infinitely

generous. This is the treasure of Pentecost - The Holy Spirit has been fully and permanently poured out

into our hearts. How does this infinite generosity make you feel towards Christ? What does it do to

your heart?

QUESTION #7: How different would your life look if you were as generous with your possessions as

Jesus is with His possessions?

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


