
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Fall 2022 – Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Week 6 – Oct 17 - Oct 23

EMPHASIS FOR THE MONTH: VULNERABILITY. Now that you have begun to build relationships within your

group, for the month of October our emphasis will be on trying to grow as a group (slowly is fine!) in openness

and vulnerability. This may take some initiation on your part as the leader and/or co-leader to model how to

be open and vulnerable and how intense the openness and vulnerability is / should be. Please know that I will

be praying for you and your groups as you venture into this. May God guide you and give you wisdom and

discernment.

ICE BREAKER: This time is designed for getting conversation going and to break the sometimes awkwardness of

starting conversation. Click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create/do your own!

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please announce the following to your group:

1. Hearing and listening to a song multiple times is a great way to learn that song in order to be able to

sing it well. The better we know the songs we sing as the gathered people of God, the more robust our

corporate worship will be (Ephesians 5:19). In an effort to make it as easy as possible for us to learn,

know, and sing our corporate worship songs, please visit churchatbergen.org and under the resources

tab click the page titled: “Corporate Worship” to access playlists of our corporate worship songs

wherever and whenever you want to. We pray that this resource is helpful and encouraging to you.

Looking forward to hearing us worship our God, united as one in song!

2. This Sunday, October 23, is Step Up Sunday, a day where we highlight different ministries in our church

so you can find a place where God can use you and your unique gifting to serve and join a team! Team

needs will be listed on a handout when you arrive and a few team leaders will be available to speak

with you following the worship service.

3. We are doing a volunteer outreach with Servant's Heart Ministry this Saturday, October 22, from

8:30AM - 5:00PM. We will have details of location and exact scope of the work as we get closer. No

construction experience is necessary. Coffee and lunch provided. Sign up in the weekly newsletter or

email info@churchatbergen to attend!

4. Join us for prayer, every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM, before our 10 AM worship service. We meet

in the classroom behind the Guest Services desk.  All are welcome!

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time.

READING OF GOD’S WORD: Have the leader, co-leader or a volunteer read Acts 3:1-26.

https://research.lifeway.com/2020/02/19/75-icebreaker-questions-for-church-small-groups/
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DISCUSSION TIME: You can start the discussion by saying: This past Sunday Pastor McKinney preached from

Acts chapter three where we see a lame man from birth miraculously healed and Peter preach regarding the

miracle and the reaction to it by the onlooking crowd.

QUESTION #1: What stood out to you the most from this past Sunday’s sermon? (this question can be used

as an optional question at your discretion. If you feel like you will have time - go for it, but if you feel like you will run out of

time, feel free to go to the next question - ESPECIALLY IF YOU FEEL LIKE IT WILL TAKE TIME AWAY FROM PRAYING

TOGETHER!)

You can transition by saying: The miraculous healing of this man in Acts chapter three is not merely a means to

an end, but is also in fact an end in and of itself. The miraculous healing of this man who was born lame is done

so that this man who was born lame would be healed. Being born lame and unable to walk for your entire life

ought not to be in this life and is a tragedy. It does not belong in God’s world. This is part of living in this world

that is groaning in the pain of sins and death and decay.

QUESTION #2: Have a volunteer read Romans 8:20-22. Sin not only corrupted our hearts to cause us

and lead us to do evil and wicked things, sin has also corrupted all of creation and the impersonal realm

in which we live. What are some ways that you have personally seen and/or experienced this in your

life?

PRAY: Take time to pray for those that shared and what they have and/or are going through.

You can then transition by saying: In Act 3:1-5 we see Peter and John on their way to church being interrupted

by the lame man and his need. Instead of turning the man away and saying they don’t have time for him, they

stop and they look at him and make personal connection and eye contact with him. They see him as an image

bearer of God. This man deserves to be seen. All people, whether disabled, disoriented, distorted, or even

someone who’s lifestyle we disagree with, deserve to be seen.

QUESTION #3: What are things that hinder us from being able to truly see people for where they are

and who they are as image bearers of God?

QUESTION #4: Why is it so hard for us to stop and take time to truly see people for who they are and

where they are as Peter and John did with the lame man? (this question can be used as an optional question at

your discretion. If you feel like you will have time - go for it, but if you feel like you will run out of time, feel free to go to the

next question - ESPECIALLY IF YOU FEEL LIKE IT WILL TAKE TIME AWAY FROM PRAYING TOGETHER!)

QUESTION #5: How is avoiding and ignoring the spaces in life that confront us with the groaning of

creation out of step with the gospel?
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PRAY: Take time to pray as a group that God would help us truly see all people as the image bearers of

God that they truly are.

You can then transition by saying: In Acts 3:11-21, Peter addresses the crowd as those that killed Jesus,

delivering him into the hands of Pilate and denying Jesus when Pilate had decided to release Jesus. It is this

Jesus who they handed over and in whose name faith was placed that has made the lame man strong and

healed him. Peter acknowledges to the crowd that they acted out of ignorance in killing Jesus BUT still calls

them to repent. They sinned out of ignorance but their sin was not excused.

QUESTION #6: Have a volunteer read Ephesians 4:17-19. Why is sin out of ignorance still sin and not

overlooked and excused?

QUESTION #7: Sinning out of ignorance never makes us innocent because underneath our ignorance is

something evil - our hardness of heart. Sometimes we suspect we are doing something wrong but we

don’t have the courage to examine ourselves and so we choose to remain ignorant. Why do we do this?
(this question can be used as an optional question at your discretion. If you feel like you will have time - go for it, but if you

feel like you will run out of time, feel free to go to the next question - ESPECIALLY IF YOU FEEL LIKE IT WILL TAKE TIME AWAY

FROM PRAYING TOGETHER!)

QUESTION #8: One sign that The Holy Spirit is at work in you is that you invite and welcome the inner

searching of the Holy Spirit to bring things to light that you didn’t know were there. This working of the

Holy Spirit can feel like a curse at first as it is painful but it is actually a blessing as we see in Acts 3:26,

“God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, TO BLESS YOU by turning every one of you

from your wickedness.” Would anyone be willing to share how The Holy Spirit is currently working or

has worked in the past in your life in this way that may be painful but you are starting to see how it will

be a blessing to you?

PRAY: Read and/or pray Psalm 139 over your group. Spend time praying together inviting The Holy

Spirit to search every corner of our hearts that if there were any ways that we have sinned in ignorance

that they would be brought to the light and we would repent and be blessed by turning to Jesus and

receive great joy in Him.

FINAL QUESTION & PRAYER TIME: How can we pray for one another? Spend significant time taking prayer

requests and praying for one another. This is absolutely the best use of our time together.

IDEA: Record all the prayer requests shared so that they can be sent out in a follow up email the following day

so we can be praying for one another throughout the week.


