
 
 
Spring Semester – Week 10        Sermon: “Expositors of the Self” (2 Peter 2:10-16) 
 

 
THE WIN: This is the last “official” month of the Spring Semester of Groups. The “win” this week is 
to push your group as much as you can towards depth and transparency. The best way to do this 
is 1) you being transparent yourself, and 2) spending more time discerning how you can pray for 
each other and then spending the time necessary to pray through the list.   
 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS: “TEXT TO GIVE” 
We have implemented a new way to give called “Text to Give.” Here are the directions: text 
“CABGIVE” to 77977, click the link, then follow prompts to give your gift. 
 
IMPORTANT PRAYER REQUEST: please pray for the leaders as we discuss and discern the best way 
to maintain community and fellowship over the summer. Things won’t go back to normal quickly, 
so we need wisdom on how to move forward slowly yet wisely. The best way you can help and 
support us is not by everyone offering their opinion, but simply by praying for the Spirit to lead and 
guide those whom he has called to lead his local church.  
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU  
 
After everyone has signed on to the Zoom call be sure to check in on how everyone is doing. Have 
each person go around and give a 30 second to 1-minute recap of the previous week.  
 
DISCUSSING THE SERMON  
 
Before discussing pray briefly, then SAY, “This past Sunday, Pastor Mike addressed the particular 
character of false teachers.”  
 

QUESTION: Did anything from the sermon stand out, challenge, or encourage you? 
 
After you have discussed the introductory questions SAY, “These are great thoughts to begin 
our discussion. Let’s dig a little bit into what Pastor McKinney preached. He prefaced his sermon 
with a verse from Romans 11:22, “Note then the kindness and severity of God.” The reason he did 
this was because we cannot leave out the severe and harsh realities about God. Churches can err 
on either side of this verse. Some stress the kindness of God, while others stress the severity of God.” 

 
QUESTION: What has been your experience on the kindness and severity spectrum in 
church? Too much stress on one side or relatively balanced? How do you know?  

 
QUESTION: In what way does a true and accurate gospel display the kindness and severity 
of God in perfect balance?    

 
SAY, “Of the four points from the sermon, which of them stood out to you the most, or seemed 
most applicable or even challenging to you personally? Explain.  
 

FOUR POUNTS ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF FALSE TEACHERS FROM SERMON: 



 

1. They preach a low view of God and a high view of self.  
2. They preach in a way that is led by the flesh, not by the Spirit.  
3. They preach to please the ear, not profit the heart.  
4. They preach from a place of greed, not from a place of glory.  

 
SAY, “Pastor Mike gave us a glimpse into his own sermon prep. He explained the main question he 
asks, ‘What does God want to say?’ But the question false teachers ask is, ‘What do the people 
want to hear?’”  
 

QUESTION: Those two questions shape the way Pastor Mike writes his sermons, but who do 
those questions shape the way you listen to sermons?   

 
SAY, “One thing that makes discerning true teachers from false teachers so difficulte is that they 
both promise the same thing: freedom.” 
 

QUESTION: What is the difference between these two kinds of freedom promised by true 
and false teachers?  
 
QUESTION: How would you know if you are hearing the right kind of freedom? 

 
GOING DEEPER  
 
SAY, “Towards the end of the sermon Pastor Mike turned the four points on us as listeners. He asked 
us in what way might we be guilty of giving false teacher, listening to false teacher, or believing 
false teaching. He asked us the following questions: 

1. Do you have a high view of self and a low view of God? How would you know the answer? 
2. Are you led by your flesh or are you led by the Spirit? Are you letting the Spirit lead you right 

now? 
3. Do you want to please your ear or profit your heart?  
4. What drives you? Greed or God’s glory? What do you feel is really driving you now? 

 
QUESTION: Which of those stands out to you the most? Explain.  
 
QUESTION: How might we pray for each other in light of this?  

 
PRAYER 
 
Take some time to specifically pray for each other and specific needs. You can consider having 
each person pray for the person to the right as seen on your screen. You will need to leave at least 
15-20 minutes for this.  


