
GROWTH GROUP QUESTIONS ONLY
Spring 2024 - Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Monday, Feb 26 - Sunday, March 3 (Week 1)

Pastor Mike delivered a powerful sermon focusing on Acts 20:1-16, with a primary emphasis on how the Holy

Spirit empowered the disciples and, specifically, Paul's mission post Christ's ascension. It was illustrated

through the riot in Ephesus how Paul's preaching of the gospel, replacing the worship of Artemis, caused

upheaval but also led to transformative changes in people's lives. Pastor Mike recounted Paul's travels to

various churches, where he encouraged many, enduring great hardship during this period, even on the brink of

despair of his very life. However, this despair and affliction led Paul and his team to rely more on God than on

themselves. Pastor Mike uses the life of Charles Spurgeon, the renowned preacher, to emphasize that strength

and comfort are found when we interpret our pain and suffering through God's perspective. The sermon

additionally emphasized the indispensable role of Christian friends who can help us see our experiences

through God's lens. The difference between comrades, who are more mission-focused, and friends, who

provide care and support to each other within the church community, was also highlighted. Using the

miraculous story of Eutychus, who was brought back to life by Paul after falling from a window after falling

asleep, Pastor Mike encourages those feeling spiritually dead or lost to seek Jesus, who will infuse new life in

us. In conclusion, the sermon emphasized interpreting life’s experiences through the lens of God to find comfort

and strength, the vital role of Christian friendships, and encouraging the spiritually lost to seek rejuvenation in

Jesus Christ.

QUESTION #1: How did the transformation brought by the gospel in Ephesus lead to a riot? In what

ways have you seen the gospel transform people's lives around you or your own life, even if it caused

some turbulence?

QUESTION #2: How can we rely on God's strength more so than on our own during times of affliction

and despair? In what situations in your life right now do you need to rely more on God's strength? How

can you remind yourself to trust in Him during those times?

QUESTION #3: What can we learn from the story of Eutychus and how can we apply this lesson to our

own lives? Have you ever felt spiritually dead or asleep? How did you find new life in Jesus during those

times?

QUESTION #4: Why is it important to have Christian friends who can help us interpret our experiences

from God's perspective? How have your Christian friends helped you see things from God's perspective

in the past? How can you be a better friend and help others do the same?

QUESTION #5: How can interpreting our experiences through God's perspective rather than our own

give us strength and comfort during difficult times? Can you recall a situation where you needed to

shift your perspective to see things through God's eyes? How did that change your outlook?


