
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Spring 2024 - Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Monday, Feb 26 - Sunday, March 3 (Week 1)

ICE BREAKER: Where is your favorite place to be on earth and why? (OR click here for a helpful list of ideas for

this time or create / do your own!)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. We hope you will join us tomorrow night (Tuesday 2/27) at 6 PM for Worship & Prayer. Next Tuesday,

March 5, we will be meeting again for our weekly prayer gathering at 6 PM. We hope you will join us!

2. A reminder for all covenant members to please RSVP for this Sunday's (3/3) member gathering through

the form Pastor Mike sent out on Friday. Questions? Contact Jackie Levesque

(jackie.levesqu@churchatbergn.org)

3. Women's Prayer // Every Wednesday morning at 6:30 AM a group of women meet for prayer at the

church! Reach out to covenant members Danielle Hoitsma (daniellehoitsma@gmail.com) and Al Cimino

(alexandra.m.cimino@gmail.com) for more information.

4. Youth Group // Our youth group (6th-12th grade) meets every Wednesday night from 7-9 PM at

church. Please reach out to Darryl Rosete (students@churchatbergen.org) if you would like more

information!

5. Sunday Prayer // Join us for prayer every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM. We meet in the classroom

behind the Guest Services desk.

6. Men's Breakfast // Our Men's Breakfast meets the first Saturday of every month at 9 AM at the church.

No sign-up required! Contact Mike Savino (mjsavinos@gmail.com) for more information.

EXPECTATIONS: Please watch THIS VIDEO together as a group, followed up by your group’s particular

expectations (start & end time, food/no food, etc…)

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time. Pray that the The Holy Spirit

would assist in the conversing, processing, and listening of the discussion.

SERMON DISCUSSION TIME: Have someone read the passage: Acts 20:1-16 and then read this sermon

summary to jog everyone’s memory:

Pastor Mike delivered a powerful sermon focusing on Acts 20:1-16, with a primary emphasis on how the Holy

Spirit empowered the disciples and, specifically, Paul's mission post Christ's ascension. It was illustrated

through the riot in Ephesus how Paul's preaching of the gospel, replacing the worship of Artemis, caused

upheaval but also led to transformative changes in people's lives. Pastor Mike recounted Paul's travels to

various churches, where he encouraged many, enduring great hardship during this period, even on the brink of

despair of his very life. However, this despair and affliction led Paul and his team to rely more on God than on

themselves. Pastor Mike uses the life of Charles Spurgeon, the renowned preacher, to emphasize that strength

and comfort are found when we interpret our pain and suffering through God's perspective. The sermon

additionally emphasized the indispensable role of Christian friends who can help us see our experiences
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through God's lens. The difference between comrades, who are more mission-focused, and friends, who

provide care and support to each other within the church community, was also highlighted. Using the

miraculous story of Eutychus, who was brought back to life by Paul after falling from a window after falling

asleep, Pastor Mike encourages those feeling spiritually dead or lost to seek Jesus, who will infuse new life in

us. In conclusion, the sermon emphasized interpreting life’s experiences through the lens of God to find comfort

and strength, the vital role of Christian friendships, and encouraging the spiritually lost to seek rejuvenation in

Jesus Christ.

QUESTION #1: How did the transformation brought by the gospel in Ephesus lead to a riot? In what

ways have you seen the gospel transform people's lives around you or your own life, even if it caused

some turbulence?

QUESTION #2: How can we rely on God's strength more so than on our own during times of affliction

and despair? In what situations in your life right now do you need to rely more on God's strength? How

can you remind yourself to trust in Him during those times?

QUESTION #3:What can we learn from the story of Eutychus and how can we apply this lesson to our

own lives? Have you ever felt spiritually dead or asleep? How did you find new life in Jesus during those

times?

QUESTION #4:Why is it important to have Christian friends who can help us interpret our experiences

from God's perspective? How have your Christian friends helped you see things from God's perspective

in the past? How can you be a better friend and help others do the same?

QUESTION #5: How can interpreting our experiences through God's perspective rather than our own

give us strength and comfort during difficult times? Can you recall a situation where you needed to

shift your perspective to see things through God's eyes? How did that change your outlook?

PRAY TOGETHER: Spend time taking and recording prayer requests and then pray together as a group. (You

may want to consider sending out the prayer requests weekly to your group to keep everyone informed and in

the loop on how to pray for one another throughout the week. This also makes it easier to check-in with people

who have shared requests to see how the Lord has been working in their lives.)


