
GROWTH GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Spring 2024 - Acts Sermon Series - “Witness”

Monday, March 11 - Sunday, March 17 (Week 3)

ICE BREAKER: If you could pick a new name for yourself, what would it be and why?
(OR click here for a helpful list of ideas for this time or create / do your own!)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. We will be holding an 8-week marriage class on specific Sundays from 2-4 PM in April & May as a

follow-up to our recent marriage sermon series. The class will utilize the book, "Love That Lasts" by

Gary & Betsy Ricucci. This class is open to married, engaged, & dating couples, as well as singles who

are looking to learn more about marriage. For more information and to register to join the class, please

email info@churchatbergen.org

2. All women are invited to join us Friday, April 5th from 7-9 PM for "The Bridge". We are excited to gather

generations of women for a night of fellowship, worship and devotion! To sign up to attend please

email info@churchatbergen.org

3. We're thrilled to announce the launch of a MomCo Meetup this April! MomCo is a vibrant community

of moms who support each other and grow in their faith. We'll meet twice a month on Monday

mornings from 9:15-11 AM at the church. The Meetup is open to expecting moms and those with

children aged 0-9 years. You do not have to attend CAB to join us! Please share this with any moms who

you think would be interested. For more information and to register, email

jackie.levesque@churchatbergen.org. If you can't attend the Monday Meetups due to work but want to

be part of our community or if you're interested in volunteering, please also reach out to Jackie

Levesque.

4. Join us on Saturday, March 23 from 10-11:30 AM for games, crafts, food, stories about the gospel and

resurrection, and an easter egg hunt! This event is geared towards children 2 yrs old through 5th grade.

Email barbara.krieger@churchatbergen.org to sign up!

5. We hope you will join us at our Good Friday service on Friday, March 29 at 5:30 PM. Childcare will be

provided.

6. We invite you to join us at one of our two services on Easter Sunday, March 31, as we celebrate the

resurrection of King Jesus! Our two services will be at 8:45 and 10:30 AM. Regular BergenKIDS

programming will be provided at both services.

PRAYER FOR DISCUSSION: Leader or Co-Leader prays for the discussion time. Pray that the The Holy Spirit

would assist in the conversing, processing, and listening of the discussion.

SERMON DISCUSSION TIME: Have someone read the passage: Acts 21:1-16, and then read this sermon

summary to jog everyone’s memory:

In the sermon, Pastor Mike explores the theme of preparedness to fulfill whatever Jesus asks of us. He

emphasizes the importance of clarity in understanding what Jesus asks from his followers, which includes the

potential for suffering, exemplified by Paul's unwavering commitment. He encourages introspection and to
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identify areas where we may be hesitating to fully commit to Jesus. Pastor Mike then communicates the

necessity of acknowledging the risk involved in commitment to Jesus, using the example of Paul's steadfastness

in choosing to go to Jerusalem despite the potential danger and pleas from loved ones. He emphasizes that

although the path of obedience may result in pain and hurt, it shouldn't deter one from heeding Jesus' call.

Understanding that obedience to Jesus is worth the risk is a crucial point he underscores, asserting that such

commitment glorifies and honors Jesus. Lastly, once there is comprehension of the calling, the acceptance of

the inherent risk, and understanding that it's worth it, the follower becomes tireless in their pursuit. Using the

example of Paul's unwavering determination, we are encouraged to remain obedient to Jesus' call, knowing our

devotion is unshakable by the power of the Spirit of Jesus. The sermon concludes with encouragement to

self-assess our readiness to do whatever Jesus calls us to do. This sermon accentuates the importance of duty

and commitment to Jesus which continues to be important, irrespective of adversity faced.

QUESTION #1: How does having a clear picture of what Jesus is calling us to do help us in making

decisions and taking action in our lives?

QUESTION #2: Are there any areas in your life where you feel hesitant or afraid to take a risk for Jesus?

How can knowing the worth of following Jesus and understanding the blessings that come from it help

us overcome fear or hesitation?

QUESTION #3: Can you think of a time when you were faced with a decision that others disagreed with,

but you still chose to follow Jesus? How did you handle the opposition, and what were the results?

QUESTION #4: Reflecting on the risk Paul was willing to take for the sake of the Gospel, what are some

risks or sacrifices that you might need to make in order to fully obey and follow Jesus in your own life?

How can knowing that Jesus is worth any sacrifice help us make those difficult decisions?

QUESTION #5: In what ways can we encourage and support one another in our readiness to follow

Jesus, even when it feels scary or challenging? How can we create an environment where taking risks

for Jesus is celebrated and encouraged?

PRAY TOGETHER: Spend time taking and recording prayer requests and then pray together as a group. (You

may want to consider sending out the prayer requests weekly to your group to keep everyone informed and in

the loop on how to pray for one another throughout the week. This also makes it easier to check-in with people

who have shared requests to see how the Lord has been working in their lives.)


