
 
 
Spring Semester – Week 3                          Sermon: “Onward” (2 Peter 1:3-11) 
 

 

 

As of now, all Growth Groups will not be meeting in person. We will be discussing specific ways 
to roll out how Groups will continue to connect and care for each other.  
 
THE WIN THIS WEEK: maintain the rhythms of fellowship, normalcy, and confidence in our God 
amidst the current unease our culture is feeling surrounding COVID-19. It is important that you 
communicate frequently and keep the connection throughout the week.  
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU (don’t rush through this portion, especially newer groups) 
 
After everyone is up on the screen and said their initial “hellos” take a few moments to ask 
how everyone is doing. Really take time to give an opportunity to give people updates on 
how things are going for them (work, family, health, and heart). See if there are any urgent 
prayer requests then open in prayer. Before discussing the sermon SAY, “Before we dive into 
discussing the sermon, let’s spend some more time getting to know each other: 

1. What is one thing you enjoy eating that many people might find weird? 
2. Who would you say has influenced you the most in your life? Why? (this question is 

intentionally a little bit deeper than normal in order to push your group to grow in 
transparency and intimacy as the semester progresses) 

 
DISCUSSING THE SERMON  
 
After discussing the icebreakers SAY, “It was quite an interesting week this week gathering 
through video. We are grateful to God for technology providing us with the option of still 
gathering in some way even though we weren’t physically present.” 
 

QUESTION: Was there anything from the sermon that stood out, challenged, or 
encouraged you? 

 
Ask a volunteer to read the passage from this week (1 Peter 1:3-11). After they read it SAY, 
“Thank you for reading for us. This week’s sermon was called “Onward.” It was all about the 
importance of establishing the assurance of your salvation through the precious promises of 
God. While we cannot lose our salvation, we can lose the assurance of our salvation.” 

 
QUESTION: It was said in the sermon that we tend to blame-shift for why we aren’t 
experiencing growth in godliness, but that we have been given everything we need in the 
gospel. Peter actually says in verse 3 that God has “granted to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness.” What are your initial responses and reactions to this truth? Explain.  

 
QUESTION: What might be the benefits and blessings of owning the fact that any lack of 
growth in godliness is due to us and not anyone or anything else?  
 
QUESTION: In what way does the gospel empower you to begin taking more intentional 
steps in growing in godliness? 



 

 

 
SAY, “The biggest point of the sermon was this idea of making your calling and election sure. 
While those who have been saved cannot lose their salvation, it possible to lose the 
assurance of our salvation. The distinction made in the sermon was our objective salvation 
vs. the subjective feelings of our salvation.” 
 

QUESTION: One of the clearest teachings of Scripture is that God never loses those who are 
his. Look up the following verses to read them together: John 10:28-30; Romans 8:29-30; 
Philippians 1:6; Ephesians 1:13-14. How do each of these uniquely teach that those who truly 
belong to Christ will never fall away from him? 
 
QUESTION: Verses 9-11 are about the urgency of practicing what Peter teaches in order to 
establish the subjective feelings of our objective salvation. Why do you think it is crucial to 
make clear that the qualities that Peter lists are not the basis of your “entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” as it says in verse 11? What could be 
the harm inflicted upon the people of God if we teach this incorrectly?  

 
GOING DEEPER  
 
SAY, “Before we end the night praying together let’s go a little bit deeper into how the sermon 
specifically applies to us.” 
 

QUESTION: The hope, as it was stated in the sermon, is not that we would feel in-secure 
about our salvation, but secure. The reality is, as Pastor Mike said, “Many of us lose sleep at 
night wondering if we are truly saved.” In what way have you personally struggled with 
your own assurance of salvation?  
 
QUESTION: One of the most practical things you could every do to strengthen the 
subjective side of your salvation is by paying attention to those things, habits, patterns, 
behaviors that not only numb your feelings of love for Christ, but also fan into flame 
your feelings of love for Christ. Take a moment to think about what these are. Then after a 
while let’s share what these are with each other. We can all learn from one another in this.  

 
PRAYER 
 
Many of us may be having feelings of uncertainty, anxiety, or fear surrounding health issues 
and COVID-19. Recite the following Scripture together as a group from Psalm 46:1-3: 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 
    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Amen.  
 
As the leader open the group in prayer and ask anyone else to pray if they would like to.  
 
  


