
Growth Groups: Week 5 – “Opposition is Mission” (1 Peter 1:13-21) 
 

 
GOAL FOR OCTOBER: DEEPER FELLOWSHIP 
Having a couple of weeks of fellowship under your belt, try to focus on going deeper 
in your discussions and prayer time. Encourage people to share honestly from the 
heart. You may have to lead the way in this, being the leader. Consider also doing 
and additional “Fall Social Gathering” outside of group.  
 
BEGINNING THE NIGHT: 
SAY: “We are going to begin in a couple minutes, so finish up conversations and 
find a seat when you are ready!” When everyone is seated open with a brief prayer 
asking God to bless your time.  
 
Begin the night with an icebreaker. SAY: “Before we discuss the sermon and 
study questions, we are going to do another icebreaker.”  
 
• “Finish the Sentence”: Have each person go around and finish one of the 

sentences on the page attached. You can choose to have them be “on the spot” 
or premeditated. One option is to cut out the sentences and have people draw 
them out of a bag.  

 
DISCUSSING THE SERMON: 
SAY: “Now that we have broken the ice again, let’s discuss the sermon. This past 
week was about the importance of holiness and how it relates to our mission and 
evangelism. Holiness is not merely about my personal intimacy with Jesus, but also 
serves our witness to the gospel.” 

 
1. Before getting into the specifics of the sermon, what were your initial reactions 

and impressions of the sermon? In what way were you personally encouraged, 
challenged, confused, or led into worship? 
 
 
 
 

 
2. The distinction between imputed and imparted righteousness was made to help 

us understand what Peter is practically addressing from here on out in his letter 
(see definitions to the right). Why do you think both of these are crucial for 
helping you faithfully with the Lord? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. One of the major points from the sermon was that our holiness and righteous 
living does not in any way contribute to our right-standing with God. On the 
other hand it does contribute to our witness to Christ. In what way you your own 
zeal for personal holiness affect your witness for the gospel? 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Our next Member 
Gathering is Sunday, 
October 20 from 12:30-
2:30. 
 
STUDY BOOKLETS 
Next Sunday we are 
studying 1 Peter 1:22-
2:3. Complete the 
questions on pages 20-
25 before this upcoming 
Sunday. 
 
SERMON SUMMARY 
Our personal holiness if 
not merely an individual 
calling but a corporate 
calling. Our holiness is a 
means of living out our 
new identity on mission 
to further advance the 
“saltiness” of the gospel.   

 
DEFINITIONS  
Imputed: the perfect 
holy life of goodness 
established by Jesus 
which is credited to 
one’s spiritual account 
at the moment of faith.  
 
Imparted: the practical 
and progressive holy life 
that one grows in as the 
Spirit of God helps them 
become who they 
already are in Christ.  
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4. Peter gives us 3 reasons to pursue holiness and conduct ourselves with fear. 

You were asked to find them in the study booklets. Share what you found and 
which of the 3 reasons personal helps you the most. Explain.   
 
 
 
 

5. Peter uses an interesting phrase in this passage: “do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance…” Try to break this down as a group and talk 
about what this practically looks like and means. 
 
 
 

 
6. In what ways do you find yourself specifically tempted to conform, either to the 

“passions of your former ignorance” (1 Peter 1:14) or the “pattern of this world” 
(Romans 12:2)?  

 
 
 
 
7. In what does the grace of Jesus Christ lead you to conform less and remain 

strong in holiness for the sake of the church’s witness? 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING IN PRAYER (TIPS BELOW) 

 
• Leave plenty of time to pray.  
• Remind people to be patient as the group grows in comfortability praying together. It will take time. People 

should not feel forced to pray.  
• Be careful you don’t spend too much time taking “prayer requests.”  
• When you start give people permission to sit in silence and pray only if they feel like God wants them to 

pray for something.  
• Encourage people to not feel like they have to say long or sophisticated prayers, but simple ones are just 

acceptable to God.  
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ICEBREAKER ACTIVITY 

Finish the sentence… 

Nobody really likes a… 

The worst thing about the past 7 days has been… 

The best thing about today was… 

You would be surprised to learn that… 

I really appreciate it when… 

One thing I really wish would change is… 

Eeww, this group smells like… 

It would be great if we could just… 

There is one thing that gives me a headache and it is… 

One thing I find really helpful that people do is… 

As long as…  

You really just need to do know that…  

How could you ever…  

 


