
Growth Groups: Week 6 – “Love is Mission” (1 Peter 1:22-2:3) 
 

  
GOAL FOR OCTOBER: DEEPER FELLOWSHIP 
Having a couple of weeks of fellowship under your belt, try to focus on going deeper 
in your discussions and prayer time. Encourage people to share honestly from the 
heart. You may have to lead the way in this.  
 
BEGINNING THE NIGHT: 
Open up your time with a brief prayer for the Lord to bless the night and guide your 
discussion.  
 
Icebreaker Question: What is one truth and one lie about your personality? Let 
the others guess which is what. The goal is to make it difficult for people to guess. 
You may need to give people time to think of what they are. Then go around the 
room and have people answer the question.  
 
DISCUSSING THE SERMON: 
SAY: “Now that we have broken the ice a bit, let’s discuss the sermon. This past 
week was about the way in which our earnest love for one another serves our witness 
to the truth and reality of the gospel. We are not only commanded to love with a 
love that stretches but we have been given the power within (the new birth) to 
actually do this for each other.” 

 
1. Before getting into the specifics of the sermon, what were your initial reactions 

and impressions of the sermon?  
 
 
 

 
2. The sermon talked a lot about loving one another earnestly, which means 

“fervently and stretched out.” What comes to your mind when you hear that we 
are called to love with a “stretchy love”? What are your internal reactions to 
biblical command like this? Explain.  

 
 
 

 
3. In your study booklets (p. 21) you were asked about the prerequisites for loving 

one another earnestly and sincerely. What do you think it implies about the 
nature of loving earnestly that it requires a “purified heart” and being “born 
again”? Why such a dramatic cause/reason for loving each other? 

 
 
 
 

4. You were asked in the study booklets to share which of the vices listed in 2:3 
you personally find yourself tempted towards. Would anyone be willing to share 
their thoughts? Or could you process out loud which of them listed that stands 
out to you most? 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Our Member 
Gathering is next 
Sunday, October 20 
from 12:30-2:30. Lunch 
and childcare (through 
1st grade) will be 
provided.  
 
STUDY BOOKLETS 
Next Sunday we are 
studying 1 Peter 2:4-8. 
Complete the questions 
on pages 26-29 before 
this upcoming Sunday. 
 
SERMON SUMMARY 
Our love for one another 
serves as a witness to 
the gospel. We love 
each other with a “love 
that stretches” because 
we have been born-
again. We have been 
transformed inside to 
love like this.   

 
DEFINITIONS  
“… love one another 
earnestly from a pure 
heart…” The Greek 
word for “earnestly” is 
ektenose (ek-ten-ose), 
which means “fervently 
and stretched out.”  
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5. What would you say is the relationship between 2:1 and 2:2-3?  
 
 
 
 
6. Thinking big picture about 1 Peter 1:22-2:3, what is the relationship between 

our capacity to exercise “stretchy love” and the gospel/word of God?  
 
 
 

 
7. Building of questions #6, ask yourself two questions: 1) Do you find yourself 

running low on steam when it comes to loving the Christians and people in your 
life? 2) What is your current relationship with the word of God these days?  

 
 
 
 
8. Based upon this week’s sermon, what do you personally need prayer for? What 

are some specific things you think the Lord is calling you to do?  
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING IN PRAYER (TIPS BELOW) 

 
• Leave plenty of time to pray.  
• Remind people to be patient as the group grows in comfortability praying together. It will take time. People 

should not feel forced to pray.  
• Be careful you don’t spend too much time taking “prayer requests.”  
• When you start give people permission to sit in silence and pray only if they feel like God wants them to 

pray for something.  
• Encourage people to not feel like they have to say long or sophisticated prayers, but simple ones are just 

acceptable to God.  


