
Growth Groups: Week 7 – “Worship is Mission” (1 Peter 2:4-8) 

 

  
GOAL FOR OCTOBER: DEEPER FELLOWSHIP 
Having a couple of weeks of fellowship under your belt, try to focus on going deeper 

in your discussions and prayer time. Encourage people to share honestly from the 

heart. You may have to lead the way in this.  

 

BEGINNING THE NIGHT: 
Open up your time with a brief prayer for the Lord to bless the night and guide your 

discussion.  

 

Icebreaker Question:  
1. Personal Anthem: If you had a personal anthem, what would it be? (examples: 

“You just gotta roll with the punches.”) 

2. Guess that movie: What are the following movie quotes from? Whoever gets 

the most correct wins. People do not have to wait for your to finish the quote! 

See list of quotes on page attached.  

 

DISCUSSING THE SERMON: 
SAY: “Now that we have broken the ice a bit, let’s discuss the sermon. The big 

point from this week’s sermon as Construction through Rejection. The idea from 

the passage is that Jesus is building a temple out of those rejected by the world. The 

gospel is essentially that as well; Jesus was rejected on the cross, then reconstructed 

in the resurrection. The purpose of us as a living temple is to worship Christ 

corporately so fully that the watching world is drawn to Christ.” 

 

1. Before getting into the specifics of the sermon, what were your initial reactions 

and impressions of the sermon?  

 

 

 

2. When was the last time that you experienced the feeling of rejection?   

 

 

 

3. Do you find it hard to believe that God could still use you? What do you think 

are the things that prevent us from believing this? In what way did this week’s 

sermon encourage you to believe that God still uses people like you? 

 

 

 

 

4. One of the points from the sermon was from the phrase in v. 4, “As you come 

to him…” The question was, “Do you have a ‘coming to Jesus’ plan? 

 

 

 

 

5. Another point of application was the call to be willing to be rejected by the world 

if only Christ were your sole acceptance. Ask yourself that question, “Would I 

be willing for everyone in my life to reject me, as long as I had Christ?” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Our next Membership 
Class is Sunday, Nov. 17 

from 1:00-3:30. 

 

Worship & Prayer next 

Wednesday, Oct 30 from 

7:30pm-8:30pm. 

 

Next Sunday we are 

studying 1 Peter 2:9-10. 

Complete the questions on 

pages 30-32 before this 

upcoming Sunday. 

 

SERMON SUMMARY 

Construction through 
Rejection. Jesus builds up 

the beat down. Jesus, the 

rejected one, is now 

constructing a living 

temple out of those 

rejected by the world that 

they might become a 

vessel of his glory and 

praise as a witness to the 

reality of the gospel.   

 

DEFINITIONS  
Zion: the city of David 

that he established as 

Jerusalem. After it was 

destroyed it took on 

deeper spiritual meaning 

as the future city of God 

where his Chris would 

reign over his people.   
Living Stone refers to 

Christ as the resurrected 

cornerstone upon which 

the church is built, but also 

refers to us who are made 

new and placed into the 

new living temple of God. 

Spiritual House/Sacrifice 
refers to the metaphorical 

meaning temple and 

sacrifices we partake in 

today that used to be literal 

in the Old Testament. 

Stone of Stumbling refers 

to the effect Jesus, the 

cornerstone, has on those 

who reject the gospel. 

They “stumble” over him.  

Michael McKinney
Remember to give people time to think and respond. You may need to jog people’s memory from your sermon notes.  

Michael McKinney
This question is simply meant to help people identify with the experience. It is preferable to have people recall a fresh experience, maybe even have people talk about the nature of feeling “rejected” and what it is.

Michael McKinney
This is a pretty common feeling in a lot of people since we tend to believe that God really only uses really “gifted” pastors and preachers. The second question in this is intended to help people identify and hopefully overcome some of our hindrances to being used by God. The last question is intended to help people connect the sermon to their feelings of inadequacy. 

Michael McKinney
The point was that when Peter says, “As you come to him…” he is referring to a continual process of coming to Jesus on a regular basis to be built up by him. This won’t happen if there is no plan. Maybe even have people share some of their practical plans. Or you can ask the group if they think they need help coming up with one. 

Michael McKinney
Have people reflect for a moment and then share their thoughts on the question. You could throw out another question and say, “If it isn’t wrong to have the acceptance of others, then what do you think is the point of the question?” 
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6. One of the things said in the sermon was, “My fruitfulness as a pastor is 

indirectly proportional to how important I think I am.” What does this mean to 

you? What are the implications of this for your own life? 

 

 

 

 

7. Another interesting quote from the sermon was, “Jesus never promised to make 

much of you; he promised you the joy of making much of him.” What were your 

reactions to this? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

8. The final point from the study booklet and the sermon was about the phrase, “as 

they were destined to do.” The sermon talked about the sovereignty and control 

of God over those who accept and reject the gospel. Many people have struggled 

over this idea in the Bible. Can you think of the ways in which it might be good 

for us to hear and believe? What do you think Peter would include this at the 

end of the passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING IN PRAYER (TIPS BELOW) 
 

• Leave plenty of time to pray.  
• Remind people to be patient as the group grows in comfortability praying together. It will take time. People 

should not feel forced to pray.  
• Be careful you don’t spend too much time taking “prayer requests.”  
• When you start give people permission to sit in silence and pray only if they feel like God wants them to 

pray for something.  
• Encourage people to not feel like they have to say long or sophisticated prayers, but simple ones are just 

acceptable to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael McKinney
If we want to be used by God, then we must grow in the gift of “self-forgetfulness.” Even John the Baptist said, “[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30) If I want to be used by God, he is going to use an empty vessel which forgets about its of self-importance. Where in my life am I being consumed with myself, causing my ministry to be hindered? 

Michael McKinney
A lot of times we can get frustrated with what Jesus is doing in our lives because are under the illusion that he exists to fulfill my dreams and plans, when he is really using you to fulfill his dream and plan for you. Greatest joy is experienced when we enjoy making much of him, rather than him making much of us. 

Michael McKinney
This can be a tough topic to address in a group setting. Maybe just focus on the ways in which this doctrine might be good for us to hear. See if people can remember what was said in the sermon as to why this is good for us. If you don’t feel comfortable addressing people’s questions, then please feel free to direct them to Pastor Mike or Pastor McKinney for any questions they have. The big thing to remember is that this doctrine gives us confidence that God is in control and that we are humbled because of it. 
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Movie quotes 

1. Life is like a box of chocolates; you never know what you’re going to get. (Forrest Gump) 

2. I want the truth! You can’t handle the truth! (A Few Good Men) 

3. To infinity and beyond! (Toy Story) 

4. I’m going to make him an offer he can’t refuse. (The Godfather) 

5. Just keep swimming, just keep swimming. (Finding Nemo) 

6. This is Sparta! (300) 

7. You complete me. (Jerry Maguire) 

8. Wax on, wax off. (Karate Kid) 

9. If you’re a bird, I’m a bird. (The Notebook) 

10. You is kind. You is smart. You is important. (The Help) 

11. They may take our lives, but they will never take our freedom! (Braveheart) 

12. You have bewitched me body and soul. (Pride and Prejudice) 

13. I volunteer as tribute. (The Hunger Games) 

14. Why so serious? (Dark Knight) 

15. Are you not entertained? Are you NOT entertained! (Gladiator) 

16. You sit on a throne of lies! (Elf) 
 


