
Growth Groups: Week 9 – “Strangeness is Mission” (1 Peter 2:11-12) 
 

  
GOAL FOR OCTOBER: Finishing Well 
This is officially the last month of the Fall semester of Growth Groups. Make sure 
you end the group well. This entails the following: 
• Frequently reminding the group November is the final month.  
• Scheduling a holiday get together (Christmas party, New Years, etc.) 
• Talking to your co-leader about future plans with the group.  
 
BEGINNING THE NIGHT: Opening Prayer and Icebreaker  
“An Encouraging Word” Have everyone say something specifically encouraging 
about the person to their right. Go all the way around the circle. This is not exactly 
a “funny” icebreaker. The point of this one is to reflect on the ways they have seen 
God at work in one another.  
 
DISCUSSING THE SERMON: 
SAY: “Now that we have broken the ice a bit, let’s discuss the sermon. The big 
point from this week’s sermon was Strangeness is Mission. The idea came from 
Peter’s specific reference to us as “sojourners,” which also translated as “strangers. 
The normal thing to expect as a Christian is for people to view you a someone who 
is “out of place.”  
 
1. Before getting into the specifics of the sermon, what were your initial reactions 

and impressions of the sermon or the workbook?  
 
 

 
2. The sermon was all about being “strange” as a Christian. When was the last time 

you felt out of place, like you didn’t belong somewhere? How does this relate 
to being a Christian in our culture?  

 
 

 
3. Do you ever find yourself maneuvering through life in such a way as to avoid 

strangeness? Why or why not?  
 
 
 

4. How does the gospel liberate from the fear of looking strange? 
 
 
 
 
5. Peter calls us sojourners and exiles. Pastor Mike mentioned that we are strangers 

and aliens. How did Christ experience this during his lifetime? In what way does 
this encourage us as believers?  
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Our next Membership 
Class is Sunday, Nov. 17 
from 1:00-3:30. 
 
Next Sunday we are 
studying 1 Peter 2:13-17. 
Complete the questions on 
pages 34-37 before this 
upcoming Sunday. 
 
SERMON SUMMARY 
If we actually live 
faithfully to Jesus, the 
culture will view us a 
strange and weird. This is 
normal and should be 
expected from unbelievers. 
So, we remain confident in 
Jesus that he will draw 
people to the gospel 
through our strangeness.   

 
DEFINITIONS  
Sojourner: it comes from 
the Greek word paroikous 
which means a “resident 
alien,” or someone who is 
outside of their home. 
 
Day of Visitation: has a 
dual meaning of when 
God “visits” someone for 
salvation, which could 
refer to the future second 
coming of Jesus or simply 
when someone is 
confronted with the truth 
of the gospel and becomes 
a Christian.  

Michael McKinney
Be mindful that this question has people in your group discuss initial responses to their workbooks as well. This first question is always intended to be super open-ended to get discussion going. Always give people time to think and respond. 

Michael McKinney
There are two questions in this one. The first question is much more general and doesn’t specifically relate to the Christian life. The first question is just to get people thinking about the experience of feeling “out of place.” Then the SECOND question is meant to help people make the connection to how we feel as Christians when we are living faithful as disciples. �

Michael McKinney
This is probably a common experience for many people. One of the challenges of the sermon was that we OUGHT to feel strange. So, if we don’t then there could be something off. One of the problems is that we intentionally avoid looking strange. Give people time to think through and process the cause of this avoiding. �

Michael McKinney
After addressing the issue of what is causing our inclination toward avoiding strangeness. Give people time with this question to make the connection between the power of the gospel to enable us to face situations in which we risk putting perceived as strange. One of the ways the gospel address our fears is that we have an unbreakable assurance that God is for us, loves and is with us. 

Michael McKinney
This question is meant to help people see the way in which Christ went through the same experience ON THEIR BEHALF! When we understand and see that Christ understands and knows what it is like, then we can take comfort in the fact that he sympathizes with us. For example, Christ never had a home and was always wandering from place to place. Even John 1:11 says, “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” Yet, Jesus help fast to his Father’s love for him.�



Growth Groups: Week 9 – “Strangeness is Mission” (1 Peter 2:11-12) 
 

6. In verse 11, Peter urges us to “abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 
war against your soul.” What are your initial reactions to this urging from Peter? 
How does this relate us being strangers and exiles?  

 
 
 
 
7. On page 37 of the study guide it asks about the relationship between the internal 

war of 2:11 and the external war of 2:12. Two questions: 1) Do you see this 
distinction in the passage? 2) Why do you think Peter would address your 
internal life (“passions”) before addressing your external life (“conduct”)? 
 
 
 

8. Pastor Mike taught us that “abstaining from passions” is not a moralistic 
exercise but “lining you up” so that you may live the way you have truly been 
designed to work. How is this an advantage to us who are in Christ as we wait 
for Christ’s kingdom to fully come? 
 
 

 
9. Pastor Mike taught us about the typical ways in which we try to engage culture: 

1) total withdrawal 2) total compromise, or 3) in the world, but not of it. Which 
of the first two would you say you lean towards? Why?  
 
 
 

10. How does the “third way” serve as the unique way in which God draws 
unbelievers to himself through our witness?  

 
 
 
11. Jesus says something very similar to Peter in Matthew 5:15-16. In what way 

does Jesus’ use of the word “light” relate to Peter’s message in 2:11-12? 
 
 
 
12. How is Jesus specifically calling you to be a light in your current season?  

 
 
 
 
CLOSING IN PRAYER (TIPS BELOW) 

• Leave plenty of time to pray.  
• Remind people to be patient as the group grows in comfortability praying together. It will take time. People 

should not feel forced to pray.  
• Be careful you don’t spend too much time taking “prayer requests.”  
• When you start give people permission to sit in silence and pray only if they feel like God wants them to 

pray for something.  
• Encourage people to not feel like they have to say long or sophisticated prayers, but simple ones are just 

acceptable to God.  

Michael McKinney
Have people take not of Peter’s very strong language in this verse. Words like “abstain”, “passions of the flesh”, and “war against your soul.” You may want to ask them why Peter would use such strong language. The second question is meant to help people make the connection between our personal holiness and “standing out” as distinct and strange from the world. �

Michael McKinney
The internal war is against your own passions and desires. The external war is against those who speak evil against you. Peter probably addresses the internal war first because you 1) you wont stand out if you are giving in to passions and 2) internal purity makes you strong for the external struggle. 

Michael McKinney
You may want to ask people if they remember what Pastor Mike meant by “lining you up.” The point is that we usually hear verses like this and think “do’s and don’ts.” The point is that we are reorienting our lives to God’s good desires for us. This is advantageous because we know we are living in God’s will which creates confidence an assurance of his second coming. �

Michael McKinney
People are not talking about #3 in this question yet. We all have particular leanings either way when it comes to engaging culture. Give people time to process why they lean a particular way. You may also want to ask how the gospel corrects us?

Michael McKinney
This question is meant to help people see how this third way practically draws people to Christ. The way in which this works is 1) people see that we don’t withdraw from them out of fear, but in fact love them. 2) When they see the way in which the culture does not control us, but Christ controls us it makes us look like a very peculiar kind of people. �

Michael McKinney
These kinds of questions are good because they help people make connections in the Bible. When Jesus says light he most likely means the way in which we stand out as we are being persecuted and ridiculed. For someone to speak evil against you and you still love them it shines bright. 

Michael McKinney
This final question is important because it puts us back on the ground practically in terms of how all of this is actually going to affect our lives. Many people in your group are probably shying away from looking strange. This is a call to action to step out in courage and confidence as a witness to the gospel. 


