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Overview of Galatians
Author: The Apostle Paul
Audience: Young Christians within the churches of Galatia
Purpose and Background: Galatians was written by Paul to counter legalism and address the central nature of
grace within the church. False teachers called Judaizers began to infiltrate the young churches in Galatia. These
teachers claimed people had to believe in Christ and become followers of the Jewish ceremonial law. Paul writes
to these churches to warn them of the dangers of this false gospel and to call them to preserve the purity of the
true gospel, centered on the grace of God in Jesus Christ.
Main Idea: God has freed us from the curse of the law so that we can be free to love God and our neighbor. And
he has done this through the perfect work of his son Jesus Christ.
Why study Galatians?
1. We are all born with a nature that insists that we can make our own way to God. There is a part of all of
us that believes we can earn God’s favor by what we do (performance-based faith). This book is a
needed reminder to all of us that the unmerited favor of God saves us through Jesus Christ.
2. To be equipped to protect the purity of the gospel and to be able to discern false gospels.
3. Galatians was Martin Luther’s favorite book. Martin Luther lived during a time when the church was
adding all kinds of rules and regulations to the gospel. Luther stood up to the false teachers of his time
because he believed that they were distorting the gospel. Luther writes, “To be convinced in our hearts
that we have forgiveness of sins and peace with God by grace alone is the hardest thing.”
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Galatians 1:1-5
Main Idea: God the Father initiates our salvation, and God the Son accomplishes our salvation.
Overview: In this section, Paul seeks to establish his apostolic authority by claiming that it was given to him
through Jesus Christ, whose resurrection from the dead proves his claim to be the son of God. After establishing
his authority, he provides a summary of the gospel message and how the free gift of the gospel glorifies God.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Read Paul’s greetings in Ephesians, Philippians, 1 Corinthians, and compare it to Paul’s greeting in
Galatians. What does Paul leave out in his greeting to the Galatians? What does this reveal about Paul’s
tone towards the Galatians?
2. Where does Paul receive his authority? Why is this important?
3. In Galatians 1:3-5, Paul provides a brief summary of the gospel. Who is performing what action? Why is
he performing the action? What are the results of these actions?
4. Paul ends by referring to the glory of God. How does Paul’s description of the gospel in the previous
verses result in God being glorified? How does a distortion of this message become an attack on God’s
glory?
Application:
1. Paul is writing to a group of Christians that are tempted to believe that their salvation is based on their
works. What are some ways that you fall into a legalistic (performance-based) mindset?
2. The Galatians have undercut the authority of Paul by listening and being persuaded by other teachers
and their “attractive” gospel. What are some ways that we are tempted to modify (to add to or take
away) from the Word of God in order to make it less authoritative and more “attractive”?
3. Paul claims that our salvation is the work of God from start to finish. How does this inform the way we
counsel our brothers and sisters or how we share the gospel with our neighbors?

Prayer Point: Spend some time in prayer thanking God that salvation is a gift based on His work and not your
own.
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Galatians 1:6-10
Main Idea: There is only one true gospel.
Overview: In this section, Paul confronts the churches of Galatia over their acceptance of a false gospel. In every
letter Paul writes, he offers a greeting of thanksgiving, except for this one. He gets straight to the point, making
it clear that anyone who tries to alter that message should be accursed, and that he does not care what anyone
thinks about him as he delivers this message. It’s that important.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Read Acts 15:1-21. At the Jerusalem council, the leaders of the early church come together to decide on
the nature of the Jewish ceremonial law. What parts of the law do they settle on as needed for all
Christians to follow? Why were these chosen? How does this inform the book of Galatians?
2. Why do you think it was so tempting for the Galatians to follow the false teachers who told them they
needed to follow the ceremonial law?
3. Why does Paul defend himself against accusations of pleasing man?
Application:
1. What are some false gospels that we believe today? What things do we think we must add to the gospel
to be right with God?
2. What is the “gospel” of the majority culture? What about the culture of the American church?
3. How does understanding these false gospels inform the way you share the gospel with your neighbors?
Think about the message that you need to share with them based on their worldview and what they
believe.
Prayer Point: Pray that you would not be tempted to add anything to the gospel and pray for our church and
other fellow believers that they would believe no other gospel.
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Galatians 1:11-24
Main Idea: The gospel can be trusted because it is from God not created by men.
Overview: In this section, Paul argues that the gospel that he proclaims is not man-made but divinely revealed
by Jesus Christ to him. Paul recounts his conversion and early life as a follower of Christ and gives evidence of
the truthfulness and power of the gospel he preaches.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Read Galatians 1:11-12 and more about Paul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-19. How did Paul come to know
that gospel that he proclaims? Why is the source of this information important to Paul’s argument?
2. In Galatians 1:13-16, Paul gives insight into his religious background. How does Paul’s prior
commitment to the law and opposition to Jesus’ compare to his new passion for the gospel? How are
these two ways of life incompatible? What changes do you think happened in Paul’s life as a result?
3. In Galatians 1:16-22, Paul overviews some of the time following his conversion. Where did he go, and
who did he spend time with? How would Paul’s limited connection with other early church leaders
strengthen his argument that the gospel he proclaims is not from man?
Application:
1. Paul had a first-hand experience of Jesus. One temptation we may face is learning more from the
experiences of others than our own relationship with Christ. How would you describe your relationship
with Jesus and your pursuit of Him through prayer and studying the scriptures?
2. Compare Galatians 1:15-16 to Romans 8:28-30. As you reflect on your own faith story, identify specific
instances where you see how God was at work in your past. What circumstances did God use to make
the truth of Christ clear to you? How would you currently describe God’s purpose for your life?
3. Paul’s conversion and commitment to share the gospel caused others to worship God. How have you
been encouraged by someone else’s growth and transformation? Who could you share your faith story
with this week?
Prayer Point: Give thanks to God for how he has worked in your life. Ask him to continue to reveal himself to
you through his word and to provide you with a passion for proclaiming the gospel with accuracy and power.
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Galatians 2:1-10
Main Idea: As the message and the messenger come under attack, Paul and the other apostles unite on there
being one true gospel and the need to care for the poor.
Overview: In this section, the Apostle Paul describes how even though he received his message independent of
the other Jerusalem apostles, both gospel messages are identical. Paul recalls his visit to the Jerusalem apostles
fourteen years after his conversion. At this meeting, the Jerusalem Apostles verified Paul's gospel, and asked
Paul to remember the poor.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. In Galatians 2:1-2, we read that Paul went to meet face to face with the Jerusalem apostles to settle an
issue. Why was it essential that he did that?
2. Who are these "false brothers" (Galatians 2:4-5), and how are they recognized? Who should be on alert
to protect the local church from these types of individuals? And what should be the response to the
false brothers?
3. Paul emphasizes the importance that neither his gospel or apostolic credentials depended on the
approval of men, even these influential men. What does that say about Paul? And what does that say
about the gospel?
Application:
1. God entrusts Peter and Paul to take the gospel to specific groups of people (Galatians 2:7). To whom
has God entrusted you to share the gospel with? What are some ways in which you can reorient your
life toward this calling?
2. The themes of unity and partnership are vital components of fruitful gospel ministry. How are they
significant in Galatians 2:9 and for us today?
3. How does the gospel help you see yourself more accurately? How does proper perspective on our own
desperate need for God cause us to have compassion for the poor?
Prayer Point: Pray that you would be a person marked by faithful gospel proclamation and compassion for the
poor.
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Galatians 2:11-16
Main Idea: Justification is by faith alone, not by observing the law.
Overview: This is one of the most tense and dramatic episodes in the New Testament. Two leading apostles of
Jesus Christ come face to face in open conflict. The truth of the gospel is at stake. Here we see Peter’s hypocrisy
when he changed his behavior out of fear of man. In response, Paul not only publicly rebukes Peter, but he also
clarifies the essence of the gospel; that we are justified by faith in Jesus Christ and not by our works.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. How were Peter’s actions not in line with the truth of the gospel? What impact did Peter’s hypocrisy
have on others?
2. Paul reproved Peter publicly and directly? Why do you think he confronted Peter in this way? What does
this say about Paul’s validity and authority as an apostle?
3. In Galatians 2:15-16, what is Paul’s definition of justification? What other verses can you think of that
show that justification is by faith in Jesus Christ and not by works?
Application:
1. How does the fear of man cause you to get out of step with the gospel? Can you think of a time when
you shrank back from what you knew to be true because of a particular circumstance or the people
around you?
2. Why is it difficult to confront a brother or sister in Christ who is out of line with the gospel or living in
hypocrisy? What are some specific principles of biblical confrontation from this passage?
3. We know and believe that justification comes only through faith in Jesus Christ and not by works. But in
what ways are you tempted to trust in your works instead of in Christ alone?
Prayer Point: Spend some time asking God to reveal to you any way that you are out of step with the gospel.
Acknowledge, repent and renounce that sin, then accept God’s forgiveness and thank God for making
justification possible through Jesus Christ alone!
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Galatians 2:17-21
Main Idea: We have life in Christ by faith.
Overview: Paul clarifies that our justification by faith in Jesus' work on the cross does not make us perfect;
rather, we will continue to sin in this life. But in Christ, our relationship to the law has changed.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. In your own words, what does it mean to be justified?
2. How are we justified in the sight of God? Does that change the law?
3. In Galatians 2:20, what does Paul mean that he has been crucified with Christ? Why is this participation
so central for Paul?
4. In context, what “nullifies the grace of God”?
5. What is Christ's relationship to the Law in Galatians 2:17-21, In Matthew 5:17?
Application:
1. We continuously live by faith in something - we desire justification. What areas of your life are
challenging to live by faith? Where are you tempted to find your validation?
2. What are the old areas of your life that have a tendency “to rebuild” themselves? What does that say
about our life apart from Christ?
3. How do you find ways to depart from grace?
4. What step of faith is God calling you to in light of this passage?
Prayer Point: Ask God for guidance in what areas of your life he wants to work in next. Ask him for the strength
to walk by faith rather than resorting to old ways.
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Galatians 3:1-9
Main Idea: Believers are justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, and brought into a relationship
with him like Abraham.
Overview: In this section, we see how the Galatians have been “fearing the circumcision party” and adding
parts of the law to the gospel. Paul is dismantling these false requirements and reminding the Galatians that
just as Abraham was approved by God because of faith, in the same way, the Gentile believers enter the promise
of God through faith.
Observation and Interpretation:
1.

Where do you see Paul talking about grace? Where do you see him talking about works? What’s the
main idea he’s making between them?

2.

What is the significance of Paul’s quote of Genesis 15:6 in Galatians 3:6-8?

3.

Who is doing the actions in Galatians 3:5? How does that affect Abraham’s response in Galatians 3:6?

4.

According to Galatians 3:8-9, what is the extent of the gospel? (Compare the geographic extent in Acts
1:8)

Application:
1.

How does it bring you comfort to know that peace with God requires faith alone?

2.

What areas of your life do you see how, though you “began by the Spirit," you now are “being
perfected by the flesh”? (Galatians 3:3)

3.

In Galatians 3:8-9, Paul zooms out to remind the gentile Galatians that God includes them in the
family of faith. How does this reality affect our awe of God? Our relationships with brothers and
sisters? Our urgency in evangelism?

Prayer Point: Spend some time in prayer thanking God that, like Abraham, we are justified by our faith. Take
some time in confession and repentance for areas in your life where you try to continue “in the flesh” and
surrender those to Christ’s lordship.
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Galatians 3:10-14
Main Idea: Jesus rescued us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.
Overview: The Galatians were being led astray by a teaching that they needed to live according to the Old
Testament Law to be declared righteous by God. Paul denounces this thinking by quoting multiple passages
from the Old Testament. He argues that those who set their hope in their own performance are cursed, not
justified. Jesus is our only hope to escape this curse.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. In Galatians 3:10–13, Paul talks about “the curse of the law.” Reread these verses along with Romans
3:19–20 Who falls under this curse? Why are those that “rely on the works of the law" cursed?
2. What does this passage teach us about the nature and purpose of Jesus’ death on the cross? What did
His death accomplish? Why is this significant for us?
3. In this passage, Paul references Deuteronomy, Leviticus, and Habakkuk. How does the Old Testament
boost the legitimacy of his argument that justification is by faith?
Application:
1. Jesus became a curse for you and has given you His Spirit. What significance does that have in how you
relate to God? How would it be different if your relationship was based on your performance? Do you
ever live as if it is?
2. Paul sets an example of the importance of basing our beliefs on God’s Word by quoting the Old
Testament. Where do you look to find truth outside of God’s Word? What’s the danger of relying on
these things as opposed to God’s Word? How should Paul’s example affect how we disciple others?
3. How could a legalistic mindset negatively affect your relationships with non-Christian friends, family, or
coworkers? How can your confidence in Jesus have a positive influence in these relationships?
Prayer Point: Spend some time thanking God for removing the curse of the law by becoming a curse for you.
Ask for His help in walking by faith in that reality this week.
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Galatians 3:15-22
Main Idea: God’s covenant promise to Abraham is fulfilled in Christ.
Overview: In this section, Paul explains that the covenant God made with Abraham was not abandoned when
God gave the Law through Moses. The law served to highlight further the need for God to fulfill his covenant
promise to Abraham, which he did in Jesus Christ. The promised Spirit is given to those who believe in Jesus by
faith, making them children united by the Spirit.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. For context on promise and law read: Genesis 12:1-9; Genesis 12:15-17; Exodus 20:1-20. Why doesn’t
the law invalidate the promise God made to Abraham?
2. In Galatians 3:17-18, what is the good news in this passage? Will God go back on his promise?
3. Explain in your own words we can have confidence in God’s promises to us (Hint: See Hebrews
6:13-18)
4. What purpose does the law serve? How is the promise received? What is the promise? Look back at
Galatians 3:14.
Application:
1. To be in God’s covenant family, we must believe by faith in Christ. Why is this so hard for us to do?
Galatians 3:3 reminds us that we cannot add to faith. What are some ways that you are tempted to add
to faith or trust in what you are doing to merit something?
2. Galatians 3:19-22 tells us that Scripture imprisoned everything under sin. Why is this a good thing?
When looking to the law reveals our sin more and more, what encouragement do we have?
3. God’s promise to Abraham was fulfilled in Christ and given to us by faith in Jesus. The stars we see are a
reminder of the promise (See Genesis 15:5-6). What are things in your life that are reminders of God’s
promises to you?
Prayer Point: Spend some time praying and thanking God that he has made you and I, the church, children of
the promise. Spend some time praying for those who you know that are far from God and that they would place
their faith in him.
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Galatians 3:23-29
Main idea: Christ frees us from the old covenant law, and by faith, we are adopted as sons and daughters of
God.
Overview: In this passage, Paul compares life under the old covenant law and the new covenant in Christ. Once
Christ came, those who had faith in Him were freed from bondage to the old law and instead received an
inheritance as God’s children.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Compare how Paul describes life under the law and life after Christ came. What kind of adjectives does
he use to describe each, and why?
2. The law can often be viewed negatively or even as drudgery. What is the purpose of the law, according
to Paul in Galatians 3:24-25?
3. What does it mean to be baptized into Christ? What is the significance of this?
Application:
1. Paul says all those who are in Christ are sons and daughters of God through faith. How does this
identity impact you personally? The way you view yourself? Your actions? (See Romans 8:14-17.)
2. Paul illustrates how the law only temporarily serves to enlighten us of our sin and keep us from it, but
also serves as a foreshadowing of the coming of Christ. How would you communicate what Paul is
saying to someone who still believes that if they “follow the rules," they will be right with God?
3. In Galatians 2:8, Paul is teaching about unity within diversity. How should we view other believers
based on this verse? How does “putting on Christ” remove barriers? Can you think of anyone that you
do not love who may be very different from you? Repent and ask God to help you see them as he sees
them.

Prayer Point: Spend some time thanking God for sending his son so that we could have freedom in Him.
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Galatians 4:1-7
Main Idea: Believers are children of God and an heirs with Christ.
Overview: Everyone is born into this world as slaves to sin. God redeems us and makes us his children through
the work of Jesus. Because of this, we can have a loving relationship with God and will receive an inheritance
from Him.
Observation and Interpretation:
1.

Galatians 4:3 says we "were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world." What are the
elementary principles of our world and our culture?

2.

Look at Paul's timeline in Galatians 4:3-5. What was our identity at birth? What did God do? What is
our new identity?

3.

Look at Galatians 4:6-7. What is the tone or nature of this new relationship between father and child?

Application:
1.

What elementary principles of this world would tempt you to fall back into slavery?

2.

Consider what "Abba" means and what relationship God has called you into with him. How has your
relationship with your earthly father affected how you view your relationship with God as your
heavenly father? How does the Spirit inform how we see God?

3.

How do your daily actions change when you remember your new identity as God's child rather than
your former identity as a slave?

Prayer Point: Ask for God's help to keep you from the temptation to once again live as a slave. Thank God for
your new identity as his loved child. Talk to God as a child would talk to a perfect loving father.
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Galatians 4:8-20
Main idea: We are free in Christ; do not become enslaved to new idols.
Overview: The Galatians, having been set free from their former practices of idolatry, are in danger of falling
into a new idolatry of law and structure. False teachers have come in who teach the Galatians to observe the
Jewish law, contrary to what Paul taught. Paul’s heart is concerned for them like a father for his children, and he
fears they have turned to a false gospel.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. In Galatians 4:7, Paul says we’re changed from slaves to sons and heirs as recipients of the gospel. The
Galatians seem to be returning to slavery in Galatians 4:8-10. How are they returning to slavery, and
why?
2. Concerning the Jewish law and rituals, Paul wanted the Galatians to become as he is. What did he
mean by that? How did Paul relate to the law differently than the Galatians?
3. In Galatians 4:16, why does Paul say he has become the enemy by telling the Galatians the truth?
Application:
1. What gods do we turn to instead of the freedom of the gospel? In what areas do we live in slavery
instead of sonship?
2. Some Galatians oppose Paul for preaching the truth of the gospel (Galatians 4:16). Why is the truth
sometimes hard for us to hear? What truth is especially hard for you to understand?
3. In Galatians 4:17, Paul says, “They make much of you, but for no good purpose.” In other words, the
false teachers are flatterers. What similar philosophies do we face in our own culture? How can we
become aware of flattery in our own lives?
4. Paul says he is “in the anguish of childbirth again” (Galatians 4:19) for the Galatians. The emotion he
expresses is intense. How can we follow Paul’s example in our own discipleship relationships?
Prayer Point: Spend some time thanking God that you have been set free from sin!
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Galatians 4:21-5:1
Main Idea: Under the Old Covenant, we were still slaves to sin, but through Christ in the New Covenant, we are
set free!
Overview: In this section, Paul introduces two allegories to support the rest of his letter. He compares Hagar,
the slave woman, to the old covenant - represented by the physical locations of Sinai and Jerusalem, and Sarah,
the wife of Abraham, to the new covenant - represented by the future New Jerusalem. The purpose of the
comparison is to illustrate the freedom of the new covenant for God’s people, and that it is Christ who has set us
free.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. What does Paul say the similarities are between a Christian and Isaac? (Galatians 4:28-29).
2. What are the two covenants mentioned in Galatians 4:24? What does Paul say makes them different?
3. What is Paul saying about the children of promise by not distinguishing Gentiles from Jews in this
section?
4. What is the yoke of slavery in Galatians 5:1?
Application:
1. What does it mean to live under the New Covenant? How do you interpret that idea in light of the rest
of Galatians?
2. What has Christ has set you free from? (See John 8:34-36; Romans 6:22). How does this reality change
the way you will live your life today?
3. Under the New Covenant, we are free from the power of sin, but still fight against the presence of sin.
How does the reality that Christ has set us free empower the way you pursue holiness?
Prayer Point: Spend time in prayer thanking Christ for setting you free from sin and death by dying on the
cross. Give thanks to God for providing a way to live as the free children of promise and not as slaves to sin.
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Galatians 5:2-15
Main Idea: Faith-filled freedom drives loving service.
Overview: In this section, Paul passionately describes the danger of legalism by exposing the bondage and
separation it brings. In contrast, believers who walk in faith experience true freedom in Christ, which leads to
loving service.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Accepting circumcision doesn’t count for anything. So why is Paul so strongly against those that
required it? What was the danger of putting this requirement on an equal level with the gospel?
(Galatians 5:9)
2. Paul stated that the Galatians started “running well” but were hindered from “obeying the truth” by
putting confidence in their circumcision. How can you determine the difference between legalistic
living and “running well” and “obeying the truth?”
3. Freedom in Christ can motivate love that fulfills the law—something legalism can’t do. Read Galatians
5:13–15, John 8:36, and Romans 6:20–23.
•
•

What is true freedom? Can serving be considered freedom? How does freedom motivate
believers to serve one another?
How can freedom be abused? What are the consequences?

Application:
1. Paul’s harsh language toward the false teachers shows us the seriousness of misleading other believers.
How should this attitude affect the way you lead or disciple others?
2. What would our church look like if everyone was using their freedom to serve and love one another?
What would happen if everyone used their freedom as an opportunity for the flesh?
3. Paul starts this section by confronting legalism and finishes it by talking about abusing Christian
freedom. How can both distortions of the gospel be a hindrance to our witness to unbelievers?
Prayer Point: Thank God for the freedom and hope that he has given us in the gospel! Ask him to reveal
anything that is keeping you from walking in faith-filled freedom.
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Galatians 5:16-26
Main Idea: Walking by the Spirit frees us from the burden of the law’s demands, whereas the flesh is under the
judgment of the law.
Overview: In this section, Paul says the Spirit and the flesh are at war with one another, but the person who has
the Spirit will look less and less like the person who is in the flesh.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. What has characterized the Galatian church’s relationships? (See Galatians 5:13-15. Paul has been
speaking of law and faith. Why does operating by law lead to these kinds of relational struggles?
2. Paul states that the flesh and the Spirit are opposed to one another. Read Romans 7:1-25. How does
that passage complement Galatians 5:16-26?
3. Galatians 5:19-21 describes life according to the flesh and ends with a sobering statement. Galatians
5:24 says that those who are in Christ have crucified these things. How can Paul have such confidence?
(Hint: See Galatians 2:15-16, Galatians 5:20 and Galatians 3:10-14).
Application:
1. Contrast the fruit of the Spirit and the works of the flesh. What are fruits of the Spirit you are praying the
Lord to grow you in? Are there any works of the flesh you need to repent of? Read 1 John 1:8-2:2.
2. This passage describes patterns of the flesh, and patterns of the Spirit. How would you counsel
someone to address sin patterns they recognize in their own life?
3. Those who believe in Christ are united in the Spirit as the family of God. What about being conceited,
provoking one another, and envying one another is uncharacteristic about God’s people?
Prayer Point: Spend some time praying for the areas you want to grow in. Pray for your group and the church,
that we would grow to demonstrate the unity of the Spirit.
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Galatians 6:1-10
Main idea: Believers should fulfill the commandment to love others as themselves and bear one another’s
burdens.
Overview: Paul illustrates how those who are in Christ should restore their brother or sister in sin and bear one
another’s burdens. In our own strength, Paul argues that we are nothing- and it is only through sowing a life to
the Spirit that results in eternal life.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. How does Paul define “any transgression?” (See 2 Corinthians 2:7, Hebrews 12:13)
2. Why is it necessary to approach a brother or sister in sin with gentleness? (See 2 Timothy 2:25.) How
else should we be careful to approach these circumstances?
3. Galatians 6:10 says “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to
those who are of the household of faith.” What does it mean to do good to everyone? How can you
especially “do good” for others in the church?
Application:
1. Paul argues that those who boast and rely upon their own strength and wisdom are deceived. Describe
ways we often rely upon ourselves and our abilities?
2. How does loving like Christ look different from how the world loves? Practically, how can we better
reflect the image of Christ to our communities?
3. Paul encourages us not to grow weary of doing good. What hope can you cling to when you are tired?
(See 1 Corinthians 15:58; Hebrews 10:36, Hebrews 12:5) Do you have any examples of a time when
you wanted to give up, and the Lord sustained you and grew you as a result?

Prayer Point: Spend some time in prayer thanking God for the community he has given you, and that Jesus is
the ultimate burden-bearer.
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Galatians 6:11-18
Main Idea: The cross of Jesus Christ should shape our worldview
Overview: In this passage, Paul summarizes some of the major themes of the letter. Paul desires for his readers
to fully trust in the sufficiency of the cross and to allow it to shape the way they view the world.
Observation and Interpretation:
1. Read the endings of Paul’s letters in 1 Corinthians 16:21, Colossians 4:18, and 2 Thessalonians 3:17.
How are they different than Paul’s conclusion in Galatians? Why is this important, and what does it tell
us about Paul’s concern for the Galatians?
2. Look at Galatians 6:14. What does it mean to boast in the cross, and how does Paul’s view of the cross
shape the way he views the world?
3. Read Galatians 6:12 and Galatians 6:17. According to the Judaizers, what is the mark of a Christian, and
what is their motivation? How is this different than the motivation of Paul in Galatians 6:17?
Application:
1. For Paul, the way of the cross is one of humility and not pride. What are some ways that you can
cultivate humility in your life? How does Paul’s view of the cross lead to humility?
2. Throughout the book of Galatians, Paul repeatedly refers back to Christ’s work on the cross. Take a few
minutes and write out all of the implications of the cross that you can think of. You can separate them
into two categories: vertical (our relationship with God) and horizontal (our relationship with others).
3. As we close out our study in Galatians, spend some time reflecting and sharing with others how the
Spirit worked in your heart during this study. What is the main thing that you learned? How has your
love for Jesus deepened? How has this book shaped the way you understand and apply the gospel
message?
Prayer Point: Pray that God would reveal to you the areas in your life where you think or live in a man-centered
way, and not a cross-centered way. Then ask God to help you apply the glorious truths of the gospel to that area
of your life!
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