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Unit 19, Session 1

From Adam 
to Jesus
Matthew 1; Luke 3; John 1

Story Point: Jesus’ family line proved He is the Messiah.

God the Son has always existed. All along, 
God planned to send His Son to earth to save 
people from sin. At just the right time, Jesus 
came to earth as a baby. Jesus is different than 
any other baby who was ever born because He 
is fully God and fully human.

Like all people on earth, Jesus’ family had 
a history—a family tree. Jesus was born into 
the family of Abraham and the family of 
King David. Abraham had a son named Isaac. 
When Isaac had a family, one of his sons was 
named Jacob. Jacob was part of Jesus’ family.

Years later, a man named Salmon was born 
into Jesus’ family tree. He married Rahab. 
Rahab had a baby named Boaz. Boaz married 
Ruth. Boaz and Ruth had a son named Obed.

Obed’s son was Jesse. Jesse had many sons; 
his youngest was David. David was just a boy 
when he was chosen to be Israel’s king.

David’s son Solomon was a king. King 
Jehoshaphat was part of Jesus’ family, and so 
was Uzziah, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Josiah.

Then Shealtiel was born. His son was 
Zerubbabel. Later, Matthan came along. 
Matthan’s son was named Jacob, and Jacob’s 
son was named Joseph. Joseph is the man who 
married Jesus’ mother, Mary. Joseph raised 
Jesus as his own son. Jesus was truly God’s 
Son—the Messiah.

Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth as a 
human. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary and 
Joseph, but His true Father is God. Through 
Jesus, God kept His promises to Abraham and 
David. Jesus saves people from their sins and 
adopts them into God’s family.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• List words or phrases that describe Jesus:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How is Jesus better than Adam?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus came to earth as a human. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, but His true Father 
is God. Through Jesus, God kept His promises to Abraham and David. Jesus saves people from 
their sins and adopts them into God’s family.
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APPLY the Story

• What kinds of people are in Jesus’ family line?

• How is Jesus different than the other people in His family line?

• What does it mean to be adopted into God’s family?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus came to earth as a human. Jesus had earthly parents, Mary and Joseph, but His true Father 
is God. Through Jesus, God kept His promises to Abraham and David. Jesus saves people from 
their sins and adopts them into God’s family.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 1:1-2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising God for working out His plan to send Jesus 
from the beginning—through many generations. Thank Him for loving and 
remembering His people.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Ephesians 1:4-5

 ❏ Hebrews 4:15

 ❏ Galatians 4:6-7

 ❏ John 8:58

 ❏ Hebrews 7:26-28

 ❏ Colossians 2:9
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Unit 19, Session 2

John Was 
Born
Luke 1

Story Point: John was born to prepare the way for Jesus.

Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, did what 
was right. Twice a year, Zechariah went to the 
temple in Jerusalem to carry out his duties 
as a priest. One day, Zechariah was chosen 
to go into the sanctuary of the Lord and 
burn incense. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared. Zechariah was terrified!

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah,” the angel 
said. “God heard your prayer. Your wife will 
have a son, and you will name him John.” The 
angel said that John would help many people 
turn back to God. John would go ahead of the 
Lord and get people ready for His coming. 
Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I know 
this will happen?”

The angel said, “God sent me to tell you 
this good news. Because you did not believe 
my words, you won’t be able to speak until 
these things happen.”

Zechariah left the temple. The people 

outside realized he had seen a vision and 
could not talk. Zechariah went home to 
Elizabeth. In time, she became pregnant and 
gave birth to a son.

Zechariah and Elizabeth named their son 
John. Suddenly, Zechariah could speak again. 
The Holy Spirit filled John. Zechariah praised 
God and told the people God’s words: “God 
has come to help His people. He will save 
us through David’s family. He will rescue us 
from our enemies.”

John grew up and lived in the wilderness 
until God called him to get the people ready 
for Jesus.

Christ Connection: When Zechariah believed 
God’s word, he praised God. John was born to 
prepare the way for Jesus. John would point 
people to Jesus, and they would praise God for 
keeping His promise to send the Savior.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the blanks with these words: angel, Elizabeth, God, Jerusalem, John, 
prayer, priest, ready, son, temple, terrified, wilderness.

Twice a year, Zechariah went to the _________________ in _________________ to carry 

out his duties as a _________________ . Zechariah went inside the sanctuary. Suddenly, an 

_________________ of the Lord appeared. Zechariah was _________________ ! The angel said, 

“God heard your _________________ . Your wife will have a _________________ , and you will 

name him _________________ . The angel said that John would help many people turn back to 

_________________ . John would go ahead of the Lord and get people _________________ for 

His coming. Zechariah’s wife, _________________ , gave birth to a son. John grew up and lived in the 

_________________ until God called him to get the people ready for Jesus.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What part did John play in God’s plan?

CHRIST CONNECTION
When Zechariah believed God’s word, he praised God. John was born to prepare the way for 
Jesus. John would point people to Jesus, and they would praise God for keeping His promise to 
send the Savior.
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APPLY the Story

• What did Zechariah do after his son was born?

• The name John means “the Lord is gracious.” Where do you see God’s grace 
in the Bible story or in your own life?

• How can we get people ready for Jesus’ return?

CHRIST CONNECTION
When Zechariah believed God’s word, he praised God. John was born to prepare the way for 
Jesus. John would point people to Jesus, and they would praise God for keeping His promise to 
send the Savior.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 1:1-2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising God for the Bible and asking Him to help you 
trust His Word.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Luke 1:67-68

 ❏ Exodus 34:6

 ❏ 1 Peter 4:7-11

 ❏ Ephesians 2:8-9

 ❏ Joel 2:13

 ❏ Psalm 116:5-9
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Unit 19, Session 3

Jesus Was  
Born
Luke 2

Story Point: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth. During 
the time Mary was pregnant, the Roman 
emperor announced that everyone needed to 
be registered. Joseph and Mary traveled to 
Bethlehem.

While they were there, the time came for 
Mary to have her baby. Mary and Joseph 
looked for a safe place to stay, but every place 
was full. So Mary and Joseph found a place 
where animals were kept, and that is where 
Mary had her baby. Joseph named Him Jesus.

That night, some shepherds were watching 
over their sheep in the fields near Bethlehem. 
Suddenly, an angel stood before them and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them. The 
angel said, “I have very good news for you 
and for all the people: Today a Savior, who is 
the Messiah and the Lord, was born for you in 
the city of David.” Then the angel said, “You 

will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and 
lying in a manger.” Suddenly, a whole army of 
angels appeared, praising God.

The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem and 
found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who 
was lying in the feeding trough. Then the 
shepherds went and told others about the 
baby Jesus. The shepherds returned to their 
fields, praising God because everything had 
happened just as the angel said.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was 
good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is 
God’s Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus, the 
promised Savior, came into the world to deliver 
us from sin and death.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Check the box if the statement is true. If the statement is false, make it 
right by replacing the underlined word.

 ❏  Mary and Joseph lived in the town of Nazareth. They traveled to 
Bethlehem for a census.

 ❏  Mary had her baby, and Joseph named the baby David.
 ❏  That night, an angel appeared to some shepherds in their fields.
 ❏  The angel said, “Don’t be angry! I have very good news for you and for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is the Messiah and the Lord, was born 
for you in the city of David.”

 ❏  Suddenly, a whole army of soldiers appeared, praising God.
 ❏  When the angels left, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem and found the 
baby laying in a feeding trough.

 ❏  Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised and amazed.
 ❏  The shepherds returned to their fields, worried because everything had 
happened just as the angel said.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why was Mary’s baby was called Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth 
from heaven. Jesus, the promised Savior, came into the world to deliver us from sin and death.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think Jesus was born in such a humble way rather than in a 
palace to a wealthy family?

• Why was Jesus’ birth good news?

• Why should we tell others about Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth 
from heaven. Jesus, the promised Savior, came into the world to deliver us from sin and death.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 1:1-2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for the greatest gift—His Son.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Hebrews 4:15-16

 ❏ John 3:16

 ❏ Psalm 66:16

 ❏ Isaiah 7:14

 ❏ Isaiah 9:6

 ❏ John 1:14
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Unit 19, Session 4

Jesus Was 
Dedicated
Luke 2

Story Point: Simeon and Anna worshiped Jesus as the Messiah.

One day, when Jesus was a few weeks old, 
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple in 
Jerusalem. At the temple, Mary and Joseph 
presented Jesus to the Lord and offered two 
birds as a sacrifice. 

Another man was at the temple. God’s 
Spirit was with Simeon, and God had told 
Simeon that he would not die until he saw the 
One who would rescue people from their sin.

Simeon saw Jesus and picked Him up in his 
arms. Simeon said that Jesus would save God’s 
people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also 
save people from other nations.

A woman named Anna was at the temple 
too. Anna came up to Simeon, Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph and she began to thank God. 
Anna talked about Jesus to people who were 
waiting for God to keep His promise to send 

a Savior. She told them the good news: the 
Savior was here! 

Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus 
and making sacrifices to God. Jesus grew up 
and was strong and healthy. He was wise, and 
God was happy with Him.

Christ Connection: Throughout the Old 
Testament, God promised the arrival of a king 
who would redeem people. When Jesus arrived, 
Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised 
Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is 
God’s Son. We can trust Jesus for our salvation, 
and like Simeon and Anna, we should share 
the good news.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Cross out these words to find Simeon’s message: contains 5 vowels, is a 
color, is an even number, begins and ends with the same letter, is a book of 
the Bible.

Eye green I river have Numbers seen harsh the beautiful yellow 

One Two who Four Job dad information will ease save blue people 

celebration from Acts their six sin.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did Simeon know Jesus would be at the temple?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. 
When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Messiah. Today, we have 
faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we 
should share the good news.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did Mary and Joseph dedicate Jesus? Why do some parents dedicate 
their children today?

• What does a life lived for God look like? How should the life of someone who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior differ from the life of someone who 
doesn’t?

• Why can we have peace even in difficult circumstances?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. 
When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Messiah. Today, we have 
faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we 
should share the good news.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 1:1-2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for giving us His Word—the Bible—so we 
can learn about and know Jesus, the One who saves people from sin.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 1 Kings 8:60-61

 ❏ Galatians 5:22-23

 ❏ Psalm 4:8

 ❏ Romans 12:1-2

 ❏ Colossians 3:17

 ❏ Psalm 32:8
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Unit 19, Session 5

Jesus as  
a Child
Matthew 2; Luke 2

Story Point: Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan.

After Jesus was born, wise men followed 
a star to Bethlehem to find the new king of 
the Jews. The wise men worshiped Jesus as 
King. Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went back to 
Nazareth. Jesus grew up in Nazareth.

Every year, Jesus’ parents traveled to 
Jerusalem for the Passover feast. When Jesus 
was 12 years old, Jesus and His family went 
to Jerusalem together. When it was time to 
go home, Mary and Joseph began traveling 
to Nazareth with a large group of people. 
They didn’t notice that Jesus was not with 
them; they thought He was among the group 
of travelers. But Jesus had stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. Mary and Joseph had been walking 
for a whole day when they started to look 
for Jesus. They went back to Jerusalem. They 
searched everywhere for Jesus. 

Finally, they found Him at the temple. 

Jesus was listening to the teachers and asking 
them questions. Everyone could hardly 
believe how much Jesus understood. When 
Jesus’ parents saw Him, they were surprised. 
Mary said, “Son, why have You done this? 
Your father and I were worried. We’ve been 
looking everywhere for You.”

“Why were you looking for Me?” Jesus 
asked. “Didn’t you know that I had to be in 
My Father’s house?” Then Jesus went back to 
Nazareth with Mary and Joseph. Jesus was 
always obedient to them. As Jesus grew up, 
He became even wiser. God was pleased with 
Him, and so was everyone who knew Him.

Christ Connection: God sent Jesus to earth 
with a purpose. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to 
honor God. God blessed Jesus as He got ready to 
follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• List things you have learned how to do in each period of your life so far. Then 
list things you think you’ll learn in the future.:

Birth to Age 5: 

Age 6 to Age 10: 

Age 11 to Age 18:

Age 19 to Age 30:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What did the teachers in the temple think about Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to honor God. God blessed 
Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rescue people from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Whom does God want us to honor and why?

• How can we grow in wisdom and obedience to God?

• How can God use you in His kingdom even while you are young?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to honor God. God blessed 
Jesus as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rescue people from sin.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 1:1-2 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for His Word and for sending His Son. 
Ask Him to show grace to you as you grow in wisdom and understanding.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Romans 12:10

 ❏ Hebrews 10:24-25

 ❏ Ephesians 1:9-10

 ❏ Hebrews 5:8-9

 ❏ Isaiah 54:13

 ❏ Mark 10:13-16
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Unit 20, Session 1

Jesus’  
Baptism
Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; 
John 1

Story Point: Jesus obeyed God by being baptized.

John the Baptist began telling people, 
“Repent and be baptized because God’s 
kingdom is almost here.” Some people asked 
John, “Who are you?” John said, “I am not 
the Messiah.” Long before John was born, the 
prophet Isaiah said, “Someone is shouting in 
the wilderness. He says, ‘Prepare the way for 
the Lord; make His paths straight!’” Isaiah 
was talking about John. John was supposed to 
get people ready for Jesus—God’s promised 
Messiah. 

People started to repent; they turned 
away from their sins and turned to God for 
forgiveness. Then John baptized them in 
the Jordan River. John preached, “Someone 
greater than me is coming. I baptize you with 
water, but He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” By this time, Jesus was an adult. He 
went to see John the Baptist at the Jordan 
River. When John saw Jesus, he said, “Here is 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!” Jesus told John that He wanted 
to be baptized. But John didn’t think he 
should baptize Jesus. He baptized people who 
confessed their sins; Jesus never sinned!

Jesus said, “Allow Me to be baptized. God 
says this is right.” So John agreed, and he 
baptized Jesus. Jesus immediately came up out 
of the water. Suddenly, the heavens opened 
and Jesus saw the Holy Spirit coming down 
on Him like a dove. God’s voice came from 
heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice said. “I 
love Him, and I am very pleased with Him!”

Christ Connection: Jesus never sinned, but He 
obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are 
baptized. Baptism reminds us of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in 
Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a 
life lived for Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• More than 40 words can be formed using the letters in the word BAPTISM. 
How many words can you make? List them in the space provided.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How does baptism remind us of Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 
reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, we turn 
from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• What message do we declare when we are baptized?

• Where do we see the Trinity—the three Persons of God—in today’s Bible 
story?

• Why does obedience to God bring Him glory? 

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 
reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, we turn 
from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for His Word and for Jesus’ example of 
obedience through baptism. If you have trusted in Jesus, thank Godfor new 
life in Christ.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Romans 6:4

 ❏ Ephesians 2:18

 ❏ 1 John 3:23-24

 ❏ Acts 2:38

 ❏ Titus 3:5

 ❏ Acts 4:12
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Easter, Session 2

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; 
1 Corinthians 15

Story Point: Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for eternal life.

After Jesus was arrested, He was led to the 
high priest. The high priest asked, “Are You 
the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus replied, 
“Yes, that’s right.” The high priest said, “He 
has spoken against God! He deserves to die!” 

In the morning, the religious leaders led 
Jesus to Pilate, the governor. “Are You the 
King of the Jews?” Pilate asked. “Yes, that’s 
right,” Jesus replied. “What should I do with 
Jesus?” Pilate asked the crowd. “Crucify 
Him!” they answered. The governor’s soldiers 
put a scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a 
crown of thorns and put it on His head. Then 
they mocked Him: “Here is the King of the 
Jews!” They beat Jesus and led Him away to 
be killed. The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. 
Two criminals were crucified next to Him.

Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted again 

and then He died. Jesus was buried in a tomb. 

On the third day, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to the tomb. An angel 
of the Lord rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be 
afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus. He 
is not here. He has risen, just like He said He 
would.” The women ran to tell the disciples 
the good news. Just then Jesus greeted them. 
The women worshiped Him. “Don’t be 
afraid,” Jesus told them. “Tell My followers to 
go to Galilee. They will see Me there.” Jesus 
appeared to Peter and then the other disciples. 
Many people witnessed that Jesus is alive!

Christ Connection: Jesus’ death and 
resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, 
we were spiritually dead in sin, but Jesus died to 
pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life 
to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Unscramble the key words from today’s Bible story.

_______________  A  I S E S M H: This name for Jesus means “anointed 
one.”What does this story teach us about God?

_______________  A  I T L E P: This governor handed Jesus over to the 
crowds.

_______________  O T N H R S: Jesus’ crown was made of these.

_______________  A  I C T U R N: This split from top to bottom when 
Jesus died.

_______________  O N T E S: Jesus’ tomb was sealed with this.

_______________  I  A E L L E G: Jesus said His followers would see Him 
here.

_______________  S  U S E J: He greeted the women and they worshiped 
Him.

_______________   I R T H D: Jesus rose from the dead on this day.

• What does this story teach us about God? 

• How does Jesus’ death and resurrection give us hope?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, we were spiritually dead in sin, 
but Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Why is it important that Jesus came back to life?

• How do we know Jesus is alive? Where is He today?

• How does Jesus’ empty tomb affect how we live today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, we were spiritually dead in sin, 
but Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for the gift of salvation through His Son 
and for the hope of life with Him forever.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Romans 8:11

 ❏ Acts 7:55-56

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 15:57-58

 ❏ Hebrews 2:9

 ❏ Ephesians 2:4-5

 ❏ Ephesians 1:15-23
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Unit 20, Session 2

Jesus’ 
Temptation
Matthew 4; Mark 1; Luke 4

Story Point: Jesus was tempted and never sinned.

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit 
led Him into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. Jesus did not eat for 40 days and 
40 nights. Then the devil, who tempts people 
to sin, came up to Jesus. He said, “If You are 
really God’s Son, prove it. Tell these stones 
to become bread.” Instead of using His own 
power, Jesus chose to trust God to meet His 
needs. Jesus said, “God’s Word says that man 
must not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.”

The devil tempted Jesus again. He took 
Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem 
and said, “If You are really God’s Son, prove 
it. Jump off this temple and trust God to 
protect You.” The devil even said: “God’s 
Word says that God will order His angels to 
keep You safe, and they will protect You so 
that You will not even strike your foot against 
a stone.” Jesus reminded him, “God’s Word 

also says, do not test the Lord your God.”

Finally, the devil took Jesus to a high 
mountain. He showed Jesus all the kingdoms 
of the world and how great they were. The 
devil said to Jesus, “I will give You all the 
riches and power of these kingdoms. All You 
have to do is fall down and worship me.”

Jesus resisted temptation again. He replied, 
“Go away, Satan! God’s Word says: Worship 
the Lord your God and serve Him only.” The 
devil left Jesus, and angels came right away to 
serve Jesus. Jesus never sinned.

Christ Connection: Jesus was tempted, but He 
trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfect 
and righteous. A perfect sacrifice was required 
to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect sacrifice. 
He died on the cross to free us from sin and to 
give us the power to say no to temptation.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• For each scenario, write how you would respond.

You left your sister’s new crayons in the sun, and they melted.

You buy popcorn at a concession stand and get $1 too much in change.

You see a kid at recess shivering because he doesn’t have a coat. 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How does Jesus free us from sin?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfect and righteous. A perfect 
sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect sacrifice. He died on the cross to 
free us from sin and to give us the power to say no to temptation.

Preteen Learner Guide • Unit 20, Session 2 31



APPLY the Story

• Who tempts us to sin? Why?

• How can we resist temptation? What should we do if we give in to 
temptation?

• Why is it important to know God’s Word?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus was tempted, but He trusted God and never sinned. Jesus is perfect and righteous. A perfect 
sacrifice was required to take away sin. Jesus was that perfect sacrifice. He died on the cross to 
free us from sin and to give us the power to say no to temptation.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for His Word. Praise Jesus for resisting 
temptation and pray that God would help you hide His Word in your heart so 
you can use it to resist the devil.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ James 1:13-14

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 10:13

 ❏ Psalm 119:9-11

 ❏ James 4:7

 ❏ Hebrews 3:12-13

 ❏ Matthew 26:41
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Unit 20, Session 3

John Pointed  
to Jesus
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

Story Point: John the Baptist told people to follow Jesus.

Jesus and His disciples went out into 
the countryside. People came to see them, 
and Jesus taught the people. Many people 
were baptized. Nearby, John the Baptist was 
baptizing people too. Some of the people who 
followed John went to John.

“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man 
you talked about, the One who was with you 
on the other side of the Jordan River? His 
disciples are baptizing people, and people 
are starting to follow Him.” John’s followers 
were talking about Jesus. John answered 
them, “You heard me say that I am not the 
Messiah.” John tried to explain by talking 
about a wedding. When two people get 
married, the man who marries the bride is 
the groom. His friend stands with him at the 
wedding, and he is happy to be there and hear 
the groom’s voice. The groom’s friend should 
not make it about himself. This was how 

John felt—like a groom’s friend—because he 
was happy that Jesus, the Messiah, had come. 
John said, “Jesus must increase, but I must 
decrease.”

Then John explained why Jesus was more 
important than himself. Whoever believes 
Jesus knows that God tells the truth. God sent 
Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks God’s words. 
The Father loves the Son and has given Him 
power over everything. Whoever believes in 
the Son will have eternal life, but whoever 
refuses to believe in the Son will not have 
eternal life.

Christ Connection: John the Baptist told 
people to get ready for Jesus, the promised 
Messiah. Now that Jesus was on earth, John’s 
mission was complete. Jesus was greater than 
John, and John joyfully stepped aside as Jesus 
began His earthly ministry.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in each blank with the correct name—John or Jesus.

Some of the people who followed  got into an argument. They went to 
 . “Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you talked about, the One who 

was with you on the other side of the Jordan River? His disciples are baptizing people, 
and people are starting to follow Him.” ’s followers were talking about 

 .
 answered, “You heard me say that I am not the Messiah. I am the 

messenger who goes before Him.” This was true.  had said, “Someone greater 
than me is coming. I am not worthy to remove His sandals. I baptize you with water, but 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

 tried to explain by talking about a wedding. A wedding is the groom’s 
special day; the groom’s friend should not make it about himself. This was how 

 felt—like a groom’s friend—because he was happy that  , the 
Messiah, had come.  said, “  must increase, but I must decrease.”

 the Baptist told people to get ready for  , the promised 
Messiah. Now that  was on earth, ’s mission was complete. 

 was greater than  , and  joyfully stepped aside as 
 began His earthly ministry. 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How is Jesus greater than John?

CHRIST CONNECTION
John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Now that Jesus was on 
earth, John’s mission was complete. Jesus was greater than John, and John joyfully stepped aside as 
Jesus began His earthly ministry.
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APPLY the Story

• Why did John say Jesus must increase and he (John) must decrease?

• Who deserves fame and glory in our own lives—us or God? Why?

• How can we point others to Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Now that Jesus was on 
earth, John’s mission was complete. Jesus was greater than John, and John joyfully stepped aside as 
Jesus began His earthly ministry.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, acknowledging that Jesus tells the truth about God 
and His kingdom. Thank God for the gift of salvation, which we can receive 
when we turn away from our sin and turn to Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Luke 14:11

 ❏ Matthew 5:16

 ❏ 1 Peter 3:15

 ❏ Matthew 11:11

 ❏ Isaiah 40:3

 ❏ 1 John 4:4
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Unit 20, Session 4

Jesus Called 
Disciples
Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; 
Luke 5–6

Story Point: Jesus called disciples to follow Him.

Jesus’ ministry had begun. He traveled 
around, preaching about God and telling 
people to turn away from their sins. Large 
crowds followed Jesus around and listened to 
Him teach. One day, Jesus was walking along 
the sea. He saw two brothers: Simon Peter 
and Andrew. Jesus called out to them, “Follow 
Me, and I will teach you to fish for people!” 
Right away, Peter and Andrew dropped their 
nets and followed Jesus. Later, He saw two 
more brothers. Their names were James and 
John. Jesus called out to them, and right away 
they got up, left their father and the boat, and 
followed Jesus.

Jesus went on and saw a man named 
Matthew. Jesus called out to him, “Follow 
Me!” So Matthew got up, left everything 
behind, and followed Jesus.

Matthew had a big feast for Jesus at his 
house. Many tax collectors and sinners came 

to eat with Jesus and His disciples. The 
religious leaders complained to the disciples, 
“Why does your Teacher eat and drink with 
tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus heard the 
religious leaders and said, “I did not come to 
invite good people; I came to invite sinners to 
turn back to God.”

Later, Jesus gathered His followers together 
and chose twelve of them to be His apostles. 
These are the men Jesus chose: Simon Peter, 
Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, James, Thaddaeus, Simon, 
and Judas Iscariot.

Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth to 
show what God is like and to save people from 
their sins. This is great news! Jesus told His 
disciples to tell others about Him, and we are 
Jesus’ disciples when we trust in Him. Everyone 
in the world needs to hear the good news about 
Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Find and circle each name in the word search: Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, 
Matthew, Judas, James, Thaddaeus, Simon, Bartholomew, John, James

(Note: The name James appears twice.)

O P X M O E P C D F S R B D

N J E A N D R E W A V M E N

B A R T H O L O M E W I T O

C M N T E B X O J A M E S M

G E W H P R H P H I L I P I

A S K E O T H A D D A E U S

L C D W C J U D A S H W A P

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why did Jesus choose disciples?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people from their sins. This is great 
news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust 
in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the good news about Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think Jesus picked fishermen and tax collectors to be His 
disciples instead of kings or religious leaders?

• What does it mean to follow Jesus?

• What do you think might keep someone from following Jesus? 

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people from their sins. This is great 
news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust 
in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the good news about Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising God for coming to earth to be with us. Thank 
God for not leaving us dead in our sin but for rescuing us and calling us to 
join His work in sharing the gospel with the whole world.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

 ❏ Matthew 16:24

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 1:18

 ❏ Matthew 5:14-16

 ❏ Luke 14:27

 ❏ John 8:31-32
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Unit 21, Session 11

Jesus’ Early 
Miracles
Mark 1

Story Point: People came to Jesus, and He healed them.

Jesus went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath and began to teach. The people 
there were very surprised. Jesus’ teaching was 
not like the scribes’ teaching. He spoke with 
authority.

Just then, a man with an unclean spirit 
shouted, “What do You have to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? I know who You are—the 
Holy One of God!” Jesus commanded the 
spirit to be quiet and come out of the man. 
The spirit yelled again and then came out.

Everyone was amazed! “Who is this Jesus?” 
they asked. “He teaches with authority, and 
the unclean spirits obey Him!”

Next, Jesus and His disciples went to 
Simon and Andrew’s house. Simon’s mother-
in-law was in bed with a fever. Jesus went 
to her, took her hand, and healed her. That 
evening, large crowds of people came to the 

house with others who were sick or bothered 
by evil spirits, and Jesus healed them.

Jesus traveled throughout Galilee. He 
preached and drove out demons. A man with 
a skin disease came to Jesus. He got on his 
knees and begged: “If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” Jesus was willing, and He 
healed the man.

Christ Connection: Jesus’ miracles proved 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They 
strengthened people’s faith and met their needs. 
Through Jesus, God did what is impossible for 
us to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, 
salvation, and eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Look up each Bible reference to answer the questions:

Who was healed? Where did it 
happen?

How did people 
react?

Mark 1:21-28

Mark 1:29-34

Mark 1:39-45

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why was the crowd amazed by Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They strengthened people’s faith 
and met their needs. Through Jesus, God did what is impossible for us to do on our own. He 
provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• How did Jesus’ miracles show His care for creation?

• Do we need to see miracles to believe in Jesus? Why or why not?

• In what ways does God reveal Himself today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They strengthened people’s faith 
and met their needs. Through Jesus, God did what is impossible for us to do on our own. He 
provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:16 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising God for His power to perform miracles. Ask 
Him to meet your needs. Thank Him for sending His Son, Jesus, to meet your 
greatest need of all—to be rescued from sin and death.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Psalm 77:14

 ❏ John 20:29-31

 ❏ Romans 1:19-20

 ❏ Jeremiah 32:27

 ❏ Acts 2:22-24

 ❏ Jeremiah 17:14
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Unit 21, Session 2

Jesus Taught 
in Nazareth
Luke 4

Story Point: Jesus taught that He is the Messiah.

Jesus went to the town of Nazareth. On the 
Sabbath day, Jesus went to the synagogue in 
Nazareth. Jesus stood up to read Scripture. He 
unrolled the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and 
read: “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He 
has chosen Me to tell good news to the poor. 
He has sent Me to tell the captives that they 
are free, to tell the blind that they can see, to 
free people who have been treated badly, and 
to announce that the Lord’s favor is on us.” 
Then Jesus sat down.

Jesus said, “Today as you listened to Me 
reading these words, they came true.”

The people said good things about Jesus, 
and they were amazed at Him. But some 
of the people in Nazareth had known Jesus 
from His youth. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they 
asked.

Jesus said, “No prophet is accepted in 

his hometown.” Jesus told the people about 
times when God used prophets to help people 
who were not Jews. He reminded them that 
the prophet Elijah did not help the widows 
in Israel. Instead, God sent Elijah to help a 
widow in another land.

The people in the synagogue were angry. 
They forced Jesus out of town. They wanted 
to throw Him off a cliff, but Jesus walked 
right through the crowd and went on His way.

Christ Connection: Hundreds of years before 
Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about 
God’s plan to send a Messiah. The Messiah 
would bring good news and redeem people who 
were broken and hurting. Jesus read Isaiah’s 
words and announced that He is the promised 
Messiah.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Look up each Bible reference to fill in where Jesus traveled.

Jesus went to the Passover Festival in ________________ . (Luke 2:41) Then 

He went home to ________________ . (Luke 2:51) Jesus was baptized at the 

________________ River. (Luke 3:3,21) He began His ministry, and the Holy Spirit 

led Him into the ________________ of Galilee. (Luke 4:1) The devil took Jesus 

to ________________ . (Luke 4:9) Jesus returned to ________________ (Luke 4:14) 

and taught in the synagogues. He came to ________________ (Luke 4:16) and 

taught in the synagogue. The people rejected Jesus, and He went on to 

________________ . (Luke 4:31)

• What does this story teach us about God? 

• Why did some of the people reject Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a 
Messiah. The Messiah would bring good news and redeem people who were broken and hurting. 
Jesus read Isaiah’s words and announced that He is the promised Messiah.
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APPLY the Story

• What made Jesus different than other religious teachers?

• Jesus’ promise to help everyone, no matter where they were from, upset the 
people in Nazareth. What does this tell you about God’s heart and man’s 
heart?

• Will Jesus always answer our prayers for healing? Why or why not?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan to send a 
Messiah. The Messiah would bring good news and redeem people who were broken and hurting. 
Jesus read Isaiah’s words and announced that He is the promised Messiah.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:16 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Jesus for inviting everyone into God’s family 
even though people rejected Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Matthew 28:18

 ❏ Philippians 2:3-4

 ❏ Daniel 3:17-18

 ❏ John 1:46

 ❏ 2 Peter 1:21

 ❏ Hebrews 1:1-2
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Unit 21, Session 3

Jesus and 
Nicodemus
John 3

Story Point: Jesus taught that we must be born again.

One night, a religious man came to see 
Jesus. The man’s name was Nicodemus. 
Nicodemus wanted to know more about 
Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we know that You are 
a teacher who has come from God. No one 
could do the miracles You do unless God were 
with him.”

Jesus said, “I tell you: Unless someone is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Now Nicodemus was confused.

“How can anyone be born when he is 
old?” Nicodemus asked. Jesus said, “A person 
cannot enter God’s kingdom unless he is born 
of water and the Spirit.” When a baby is born, 
he gets physical life from his parents. Physical 
life doesn’t last forever. But the Spirit gives 
people a better kind of life—spiritual life—so 
they can live with God forever.

Jesus said, “Don’t be surprised I told you 
that you must be born again.” Nicodemus still 

didn’t understand. “How is this possible?” he 
asked.

Jesus said, “Do you remember how Moses 
raised up the bronze snake in the wilderness? 
Everyone who looked at it was healed. Like 
that, the Son of Man will be raised up, so 
that everyone who believes in Him will have 
eternal life.”

Then Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s 
great plan. Jesus said, “God loved the world 
in this way: He gave His one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in Him will not 
perish but have eternal life.”

Christ Connection: Nicodemus needed new 
life—eternal life—but he could not do anything 
to earn it. Eternal life is a gift that comes only 
from God. God showed His love in this way: 
He sent His one and only Son to save the world. 
Everyone who believes in Him will not perish 
but will have eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use the key to decode the phrase that describes becoming God’s child and 
receiving eternal life.

A B D G H I N O Q R S U
N O Q R S U A B D G H I

    O B G A   N R N U A

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What does it mean to be “born again”?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not do anything to earn it. Eternal life is 
a gift that comes only from God. God showed His love in this way: He sent His one and only Son 
to save the world. Everyone who believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• How was the bronze serpent being lifted up like Jesus being lift up?

• Can a person get into heaven by doing enough good things? Why or why not?

• How is being apart from God like being in the dark? How can we bring friends 
and family members into the light of the gospel?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not do anything to earn it. Eternal life is 
a gift that comes only from God. God showed His love in this way: He sent His one and only Son 
to save the world. Everyone who believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:16 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for making the way for us to have new 
life when we trust in Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Numbers 21:8-9

 ❏ Ephesians 2:8-9

 ❏ Ephesians 5:8-10

 ❏ 2 Corinthians 5:17

 ❏ 1 Peter 1:23

 ❏ John 5:24
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Unit 21, Session 4

Jesus and the 
Samaritan Woman
John 4

Story Point: Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to those who believe.

Jesus and His disciples traveled through 
Samaria and stopped in a town with a well. 
Jesus’ disciples went into town to buy food. 
While Jesus was at the well, a Samaritan 
woman came to get water from the well. Jesus 
said to her, “Give Me a drink.”

“Why are You talking to me?” she asked. 
“You’re a Jew, and I’m a Samaritan.”

Jesus said, “I asked you for a drink. You 
don’t know who I am. If you did, you would 
have asked Me for a drink, and I would give 
you living water.” The woman said, “Where 
do You get this ‘living water’?”

Jesus said, “Anyone who drinks this well 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks from the water I give will never be 
thirsty again! In fact, the water I give will 
become a well inside you, and you will have 
eternal life.”

“Sir,” she said, “give me this water. If I’m 
not thirsty, I won’t have to keep coming to 
this well to get water.” The woman said, 
“I know the Messiah is coming. When He 
comes, He will explain everything to us.” 
Then Jesus said, “I am the Messiah.” The 
woman left and told the people in her town, 
“Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did! Could this be the Messiah?”

Many Samaritans believed in Jesus because 
of what the woman said. Many more believed 
because of what Jesus said. They told the 
woman, “We no longer believe because of 
what you said, for we have heard and know 
that this really is the Savior of the world.”

Christ Connection: Jesus offers something 
better than physical water; He gives us Himself. 
Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to everyone who comes 
to Him by faith. We can worship Him as Lord 
and Savior wherever we are.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• If you’ve trusted in Jesus, use the template to write out your testimony. If 
you haven’t trusted in Jesus, list any thoughts or questions you have about 
following Him.

What was your life like before you trusted in Jesus as Lord and Savior?

Where did you learn about Jesus? When and why did you decide to trust 
in Jesus?

How has your life changed since you trusted in Jesus? Who can you share 
your testimony with?

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What did the woman learn about Jesus? How did she react?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus offers something better than physical water; He gives us Himself. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit 
to everyone who comes to Him by faith. We can worship Him as Lord and Savior wherever 
we are.
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APPLY the Story

• What is living water? Where does it comes from?

• Why is sharing your testimony important? 

• What are some ways you can show love to others? How can you remember 
to put others first? 

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus offers something better than physical water; He gives us Himself. Jesus gives the Holy Spirit 
to everyone who comes to Him by faith. We can worship Him as Lord and Savior wherever 
we are.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:16 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him for providing living water—the Holy 
Spirit.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ John 7:37-39

 ❏ 1 John 4:13-15

 ❏ 1 John 4:11

 ❏ Luke 6:31

 ❏ Luke 6:35

 ❏ 1 Corinthians 1:1-13
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