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THE REVELATION
REVELATION 1:1-8

OF JESUS CHRIST
REVELATION 1:9-20

EPHESUS
REVELATION 2:1-7

SMYRNA
REVELATION 2:8-11

PERGAMUM
REVELATION 2:12-17

THYATIRA
REVELATION 2:18-29

SARDIS
REVELATION 3:1-6

PHILADELPHIA
REVELATION 3:7-13

LAODICEA
REVELATION 3:14-22

THE REVELATION - REVELATION 1:1-8
MAIN IDEA

Jesus reigns over all. Jesus frees from sin. Jesus is coming soon.
SUMMARY

John receives revelation from Jesus, who has divine authority to describe the events that
are to come. Recorded around 95-96 AD, this section serves as an introduction to
remind the seven churches in Asia Minor of Jesus’s importance in the life of the church.
OBSERVATION

•

From where, by whom, and to whom is this text communicated?

•

Read Revelation 22:6-21. How does this passage relate to the introduction of
Revelation?

•

Name as many things as you can about Jesus from this passage alone.

•

Where do you see the Trinity represented in the passage?

APPLICATION

•

Revelation 1:5 says that Jesus “loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.”
What keeps you from living in the freedom of God’s love and atonement through
Christ’s blood?

•

Our view of eternity and God’s sovereignty aﬀects how we live today. Name an area of
your life right now that you have a hard time trusting that God is in control. What is it
about that area of your life that makes trusting God diﬃcult?

•

How would living out of an eternal perspective this week change or influence:
Your daily rhythms
◦
Your relationships and friendships
◦

•

In light of this passage, how is God calling you to trust him this week? What challenges
will you face as you try to implement change?

PRAYER POINT

Take time to praise God for being in control and for the grace we have in Jesus. Ask him for
help in living moment by moment with an eternal perspective.

OF JESUS CHRIST - REVELATION 1:9-20
MAIN IDEA

Jesus Christ is all-powerful and always present with us, so we have nothing to fear.
SUMMARY

John is given a vision of Jesus displayed in full glory and commanded to write what he heard
and saw. Christ is the first and the last. He goes before and behind us. Although he is exalted
in heaven, he is still present with us and overcomes our current circumstances.
OBSERVATION

•

How is Jesus described in this passage?

•

What is the significance of Jesus holding the keys to Death and Hades?

•

What does it mean for the church to be a lampstand?

APPLICATION

•

How does the reality that Christ is with us in our struggles impact how we can trust in
him? How does being transparent with those we disciple benefit them and us?

•

How does this truth aﬀect how we respond to issues in our lives and our community?

•

What hope does this truth oﬀer to those who know Christ? How can we share this with
those who are apart from Christ?

PRAYER POINT

Take a moment to praise God for being near to us in our struggles and for our future hope
secured through Jesus’s death and resurrection.

EPHESUS -

REVELATION 2:1-7

MAIN IDEA

Without a heart of love, right beliefs and right actions are worthless.
SUMMARY

Ephesus was a major religious and economic center in first-century Asia Minor. Jesus
commends the Ephesian church for its rejection of false teachers and the strength to stand
against the challenges they faced. But although they were doing and believing the right
things, they were not motivated by love. He warns them of the consequences of not turning
back to him and promises a reward if they repent.
OBSERVATION

•

What do we learn about the attributes and character of God through this passage?

•

Jesus commends the Ephesian church for several things. List out the things they were
believing and doing well. What was missing, and why is this such a big deal?

•

Read Genesis 3:22–24 and Revelation 22:1–5 about the tree of life. Then read
Revelation 2:7 again. What hope does the “one who conquers” have?

APPLICATION

•

What will happen if our church does and believes the right things but does not love
God and others? How would beliefs and actions motivated by love be diﬀerent?

•

What would you say to another believer who struggles to love God and others (see 1
John 4:9–12)?

•

What is one way that you can practically demonstrate God’s love for others this week?

PRAYER POINT

Repent of apathy, anger, or selfishness that keeps you from loving God and others. Remember
the good news that he has poured out his love on us because of Jesus, and ask for his Spirit to
cultivate that kind of love in you.

SMYRNA - REVELATION 2:8-11
MAIN IDEA

In times of suﬀering and persecution, Christians are called to remain faithful by looking to
the person, work, and promises of Jesus.
SUMMARY

Smyrna was a harbor city famous for its renowned temples to Mother Goddess and Emperor
Tiberius. He addresses them concerning the severe tribulation, persecution, and slander they
are experiencing at the hands of the very people who claim to love and serve God – the Jews.
Jesus begins his address by rooting his commands and promises in his deity and work as the
risen Lord. Then, despite intense persecution, he commands them not to fear. He implores
them to remain faithful, even unto death, that they might be rewarded by God and saved
from his wrath.
OBSERVATION

•

What promises are mentioned in this passage? How might our lives and especially our
relationships look diﬀerent if we genuinely believed them?

•

Jesus knows the church at Smyrna’s circumstances. Why should this bring much
comfort in times of suﬀering and persecution?

•

Why are they experiencing persecution? Why does it matter?

•

How does the deity of Christ and his resurrection change how we experience suﬀering
and persecution?

APPLICATION

•

For the church in Smyrna, what does it mean to be faithful? How does our definition
of faithfulness tend to compare with that of Jesus?

•

Read 1 Peter 4:12-19. Even though intense persecution is rare for modern American
Christians, should we expect it? If so, how might we prepare for such trials that we
might endure them faithfully?

•

Do you know any Christians experiencing severe persecution? What are a few truths
you can take away from this passage to incorporate in your prayers for them? (If you
do not know who to pray for, visit opendoorsusa.org and select “World Watch List.”)

PRAYER POINT

Take a moment and pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are experiencing
persecution. Pray that we would remain steadfast under trials and that God would be
glorified through his people’s joyful suﬀering.

PERGAMUM - REVELATION 2:12-17
MAIN IDEA

Christians will be tempted to compromise theologically and morally, but those who remain
faithful to the end will receive a reward from the Lord
SUMMARY

Pergamum was an influential city within Asia Minor that was the oﬃcial center of worship
for the emperor and the state. One of the core problems in Pergamum is that their patriotism
had crossed the line into idolatry and worship of the emperor. In this passage, Christ
commends the church for its initial faithfulness, but later condemns the church for
compromising their theology and morality due to external pressure. As a result, Christ calls
the church to repent and return to him before it is too late. If they do, they will be safe from
judgment and receive an eternal reward.
OBSERVATION

•

Christ mentions two times in Revelation 2:13 that Pergamum is where “Satan dwells.”
What do you think this means? If Satan’s throne dwells within the midst of this city,
what does that tell us about Pergamum’s theology and morality?

•

What is the church commended for in Revelation 2:13?

•

What are the results of Balaam, Balak, and Nicolaitans teachings? Why do you think
the church embraced their teachings?

•

What do you think Christ means by “hidden manna” and “white stone” in Revelation
2:17? What must the church do to receive these rewards?

APPLICATION

•

The church of Pergamum was located in a city that worshipped the emperor and the
state. Why is it dangerous to mix the worship of the state with the worship of Christ?
Have you seen this happen in America? What are the results?

•

Do the greatest dangers of the church come from the outside or the inside? How does
this shape the way we pray for our church and guard its purity?

•

How does remembering the judgment of Christ and the reward of faithfulness result
in endurance during this life?

PRAYER POINT

•

Spend some time praying for our church and our leaders. Pray that our church will not
compromise theologically or morally, and that it will reflect the heart of Christ to our
culture.

THYATIRA - REVELATION 2:18-29
MAIN IDEA

Christians must continue to be faithful to Christ, rejecting the temptation to sin that creeps
in from the surrounding culture.
SUMMARY

Thyatira was a marginalized city that found its identity in economics, having guilds that
worshipped pagan deities like Apollo. Though faithful in love, faith, and endurance, the
church in Thyatira was tempted to join in the pagan festivities in vogue in the city, including
sexual immorality and eating food oﬀered to idols. The church tolerated sin, and so are called
in this letter to reject it while holding fast to the hope of the Gospel as they look toward the
coming restoration.
OBSERVATION

•

What can we learn about God from this passage? What is his character, and what does
he care about?

•

Who is “that woman Jezebel” (Revelation 2:20)? Where does she come from in the Old
Testament, and what does she symbolize in this passage?

•

Revelation 2:25 says, “Only hold fast what you have until I come.” To whom is this
verse speaking? What must they hold fast?

•

What (or who) is the morning star mentioned in Revelation 2:28? (Read the unwilling
prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17)

APPLICATION

•

While growing in love and good works, the church in Thyatira also tolerated sin that
was acceptable in the culture. As individuals and as the church, where do we allow the
culture to creep in and redefine right and wrong?

•

What is the right response once we have identified these areas of sin in our lives and
the church?

•

How do we help other believers when we see areas of sin in their lives, and how do we
respond when others point out sin in our lives (see Matthew 18:15-20)?

PRAYER POINT

Take some time to pray that God would reveal areas where we let sin creep into our lives
(personal and communal), and confess it. Ask for strength to “hold fast what you have” in the
Gospel (Revelation 2:25). Thank God for the gift of Christ, the morning star.

SARDIS - REVELATION 3:1-6
MAIN IDEA

If Christians remember the gospel, repent, and persevere in faith, they will be honored before
God in eternity.
SUMMARY

In this passage, Jesus is speaking to the church in Sardis about two main groups of people:
those who seem “alive” by their works but are spiritually “dead” and must repent, and those
in Sardis who have remained faithful. Between describing these groups, Jesus speaks of his
imminent return and the urgency with which the church must turn back to him. This passage
emphasizes the Christian’s response to Christ’s call for repentance and how the faithful
Christian will walk with Christ in eternity.
OBSERVATION

•

What are the characteristics of the two groups of people in Sardis?

•

What is the significance of being “clothed in white” (Revelation 3:4-5, Isaiah 1:18) and
being in the “Book of Life” (Revelation 3:5, Philippians 4:3)?

•

The people of Sardis have the reputation of being “alive” but are “dead.” What does
that mean? What does Jesus say they are supposed to do?

•

Jesus says he will return “like a thief,” what does that mean? (Matthew 24:43)

APPLICATION

•

How does the description of eternity for the faithful encourage you? How could this
reality shape your evangelism?

•

Are you spiritually “alive” or “dead”? Do you need to “wake up” in any area? What
would that mean practically?

•

How could this passage shape the way you pray for believers? For non-believers?

PRAYER POINT

Spend time in prayer thanking Jesus for his sacrifice that allows you to “walk with him in
white.” Thank God that you are made alive with Christ and that it is no longer you who live,
but Christ, who lives in you (Galatians 2:20). Pray that your life would be lived by faith in
Jesus, repenting and believing the gospel.

PHILADELPHIA - REVELATION 3:7-13
MAIN IDEA

As Christians, we are called to faithfulness even through suﬀering, knowing that Jesus alone
has the power to preserve and protect his Church.
SUMMARY

In this section, Jesus speaks to the church in Philadelphia. He oﬀers no rebuke, but
commends their faithfulness to God’s word and gives specific encouragement through
temporal and eternal promises.
OBSERVATION

•

As in the other letters, Jesus provides a unique description of himself to introduce his
message. What stands out about his intro in Revelation 3:7? Read Isaiah 22:20-24.
What does his reference to the prophetic book add to our understanding of who he
says he is?

•

The reference to “an open door” in Revelation 3:8 could have multiple meanings: both
as an opportunity for evangelism (Acts 14:27) and as a promise pointing to their
ultimate deliverance (1 Peter 1:3-9). Considering the context of the entire passage,
what evidence do you see to support either view?

•

Make a list of the commendations, promises, and commands Jesus gives to this
church. How would these words encourage a church that has faced opposition and
suﬀering?

APPLICATION

•

Jesus sees this church’s circumstances and their works, just as he sees ours. How does
knowing this challenge your pursuit of faithfulness? Where have you recently been
challenged by the Word of God to change?

•

Where have you faced diﬃculty or opposition in your life, and how have you
responded? Would it be marked by faithfulness or be cause for correction?

•

Read Revelation 3:13 and examine the promises Jesus gives. What are some of God’s
promises that encourage you to “hold fast” in diﬃcult times? Identify a few specific
scriptures to commit to memory that will inspire you when you feel weak.

PRAYER POINT

Pray specifically about any diﬃculties you, or the people nearest you, are facing. Ask God to
use those circumstances to develop deep dependence and faithfulness to him. Spend time
thanking him for the confidence that comes from his promises, provision, and protection.

LAODICEA - REVELATION 3:14-22
MAIN IDEA

Jesus calls the church to be zealous for him. If we become complacent, he will bring us to
repentance.
SUMMARY

Laodicea was a wealthy city - so wealthy it declined imperial assistance to rebuild itself after
a devastating earthquake just before this was written. It was an important medical and
textile center (Revelation 3:17–18), well known for eye disease treatments and its worship of
Zeus. Because of their wealth and financial security, the Laodicean church has become
lukewarm - self-deceived into thinking they have it all together. In this passage, Jesus calls
out their complacency and commands them to repent.
OBSERVATION

•

Why does Jesus say he wants them to be “cold or hot”? (Hint - one is not good and the
other bad - they are both good because both are useful. Only lukewarm, standing
water is not valuable.)

•

Why do you think the Laodecians were “spiritually blind and naked”? Why were they
self-deceived?

•

What does Jesus mean when he says he “stands at the door and knocks?” (Hint - it isn’t
a call for salvation - he is calling the Laodecians to repentance for ignoring him)

APPLICATION

•

Do you think the modern American church can be lukewarm? Why? What about our
church? What about you personally?

•

What self-deceptions do you (personally) and we (collectively) need to repent of? What
causes complacency and distracts us from following Jesus with zeal?

•

Does Jesus’s refining discipline give you cause for hope or fear? Why is Christ’s
discipline a good thing for our walk with him?

PRAYER POINT

Pray that God would stir you to follow Christ with all your heart, soul, and mind and that he
would rid you of any self-deception or complacency.

