To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
City Church opens wide its doors with a welcome from King
Jesus the mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies,
the Defender of the indefensible.

May 9, 2021 — Sixth Sunday of Easter

Season of the Cross: White & Gold for Eastertide
All the hopes and expectations of Christians are realized in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, making Easter the most celebrative day of the
church year. Because the good news of Easter can hardly be contained in a
single day’s celebration, Easter is only the first of fifty days of Eastertide — the
season leading up to Pentecost. This season is designed for extended
celebration, exploring the ramifications of Easter for the redemption of all
creation, and for joyful Christian living.

Call to Worship: Psalm 127

We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

Leader: Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.
ALL: Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchmen stay awake in vain.
Leader: Lord, it all depends on you! Help us rest in what you do for us, not what
we do for ourselves.
ALL: Let us worship God, who takes care of his people!

Songs of Ascent

The first song we sing together guides us as we "go up" or approach the presence of God to
worship Him. This song is meant to rouse us to worship and awaken our hearts.

Great Are You Lord
Reading of the Law: Jeremiah 9:23-24

While the law cannot justify us or make us righteous; it is a teacher given to lead us to Christ, the
fulfiller of the law.

Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the
Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For
in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

To keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness
of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I
am strong.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Song of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

All I Have Is Christ
I Will Follow
Worship Through Giving: Give Online at redeemerwh.org/give

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Announcements & Kids’ Worship Dismissal: 9am
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue to
act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

Judges 4:1-9, 11-15a, 17-18, 21, 23

(see insert)

Song of Response & Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me
Benediction

Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Proclamation of God’s Word

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after
Ehud died. 2 And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan,
who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in
Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for
help, for he had 900 chariots of iron and he oppressed the people of Israel
cruelly for twenty years.
4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that
time. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel
in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for
judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedeshnaphtali and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded
you, ‘Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of
Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 7 And I will draw out Sisera, the general
of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his
troops, and I will give him into your hand’?” 8 Barak said to her, “If you will go
with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 9 And she said,
“I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will
not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.”
Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.
11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants of
Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far away as the
oak in Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh. 12 When Sisera was told that Barak
the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera called out all his
chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men who were with him, from
Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon. 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up!
For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does not
the LORD go out before you?” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with
10,000 men following him. 15 And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots
and all his army before Barak by the edge of the sword…17 But Sisera fled away
on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace
between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18 And
Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside
to me; do not be afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she
covered him with a rug.
21 But Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand.
Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went
down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he
died… 23 So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the
people of Israel.
Pg. 203 (Judges 4:1-9, 11-15a, 17-18, 21, 23 ESV)

Resources

Andy Crouch, Strong and Weak
Brennan Manning, Ruthless Trust
Mary Snell Nicholson, "The Thorn"

Sermon Series: By Faith: Hebrews 11
Sermon Title: Strength Out Of Weakness
Date: May 9, 2021
I. THE THORN OF WEAKNESS
God wants you weak (cf. 2 Cor 12:8-9).

II. “MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT”

When you are weak, then you are strong (cf. 2 Cor 12:10).

Application: Boasting in weakness

Announcements
Online Giving Transition: Redeemer is switching our online giving platform from
Subsplash Giving to Planning Center Giving. This is good news as the change will result
in less expensive transaction fees and more seamless contribution reports. Visit
redeemerwh.org/give for instructions on switching to the new platform. Thank you
for your patience and diligence in making this change with us.
Men’s Workday: We are having a work day on Saturday, May 15, from 8am-12pm,
at the Idols Aside Ranch in Lake Wales (4420 Club Circle). We’ll be clearing brush
and working on a perimeter fence. If you’d like to bring tools, we’ll need rakes, shovels,
loppers, pole saws and chainsaws. It would help us plan if you would RSVP via text
to Jeff Stabe at (772) 696-2333.
Women’s Retreat: Ladies, save the date for our upcoming Women’s Retreat. The event
will be October 1-3, 2021. Our speaker will be Abby Hutto, author of God for Us.
Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).
Online Directory: Redeemer City Church’s online directory is provided for Regular
Attendees and Members. The great thing about this platform is that you can upload
your own photo or edit your profile's information and it automatically syncs with our
database. Visit redeemerwh.org/directory to access your profile.
Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: redeemerwh.org/RCCmusic.

PLEDGED: $751,789
RECEIVED: $717,478
Grace Abounding is Redeemer's campaign to raise funds for repairs and
maintenance to the existing facility. Campaign information is available at
graceabounding.org.
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