
Season of the Cross: Purple for Advent
The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our
awareness of God’s actions—past, present, and future. In Advent, we hear
the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed to us—people who
wait for the second coming. In Advent, we heighten our anticipation for the
ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down
with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.
In this way Advent highlights for us the larger story of God’s redemptive plan.

To all who are weary and desire rest, to all who mourn and
long for comfort, to all who sin and need a Savior, Redeemer
City Church opens wide its doors with a welcome from King
Jesus the mighty Friend of sinners, the Ally of his enemies,

the Defender of the indefensible.

December 22, 2019 — Fourth Sunday of Advent



Advent Introduction

Every year, for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas, we observe the
season of Advent. The word Advent means “a coming or an arrival.” Christians
live in the Time Between. The Already and the Not-Yet. The span separating
Jesus’ first coming, as a baby in a manger in Bethlehem, and his second
coming, in glory, to judge the living and the dead. As such, it is a time to
acknowledge the present darkness — the disappointment, brokenness,
suffering and pain that characterize life in this present world. But to hold it in
tension with the promise of the future consummation of the kingdom, and to
watch and wait. Each Sunday during this Advent season we will look at who
Jesus claims to be in his own words. These I AM statements also reveal the
deep soul longings in all of us that will only be met when faith becomes sight
and we walk by the light of his glory.

Song of Gathering and Preparation
We prepare our hearts, and bodies for worship by singing about the God we serve.

King of Kings

Advent Theme: The Resurrection & the Life

Jesus is not ‘”okay” with death. In a world where death is a painful and
unavoidable tragedy that comes to us all, that’s the only good news around.
The Bible says that Jesus has defeated death. So for those belong to him,
death has become a servant that will, ironically, one day usher you into
eternal life. Still, we're all so scared of death, and we avoid it all costs.
We'll do anything to live a little bit longer. Realizing we can't stop death,
we try to make friends with it, saying, “It’s okay, death is just a part of
life…”

Jesus came to defeat death once and for all, saying “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
As we light the fourth candle of Advent, we ask the Spirit to ignite our faith.

Call to Worship: John 1:1-5
We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).



Song of Advent
In this song of repentance we acknowledge our need of a Savior and anticipate His return.

O Come All Ye Faithful

Assurance of Pardon: Revelation 21:1-4
We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them
as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have passed away."

Greeting
In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one
another. Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Songs of Praise and Celebration
Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Joy to the World (Joyful, Joyful)

Worship Through Giving: Let Our Gladness Have No End
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace for us in Jesus by giving generously to
the work of this church and the kingdom of God.

Announcements & Kid’s Worship Dismissal
Children through fifth grade are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession
We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue
to act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

John 11:17-26



Sacrament of Communion
The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

Song of Response & Sending
We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Benediction
Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God’s Word: See Below for Pew Bible Page Numbers
A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

Pg. 897 (John 11:17-26 ESV)



Sermon Series: Advent: The Coming of I AM
Sermon Title: I AM the Resurrection & the Life
Date: December 22, 2019

I. DEATH & RESURRECTION
How does the Bible presentation of the problems of sin and death and the need for a
remedy teach us about how we were made?

II. PROBLEM-SOLVING
How do we (sinfully) grasp at what only God can give?

III. THE RESURRECTION & THE LIFE
How is Jesus what we really need?

IV. THE FINALE
What will it be like when Jesus comes again? How can we experience bits and pieces
of this promise even now?



Family Worship Guide

redeemerwh.org/advent

Week 4: Dec 22-24

Begin by singing “O Come All Ye Faithful” together

Read the “Advent Theme” in the Worship Folder, then
read John 11:17-26 together and ask the following
questions:

Q. Is death just a part of life? What does Jesus think about
death?

Q. How do we live forever?

Read Revelation 21:1-4, then light the fourth Advent
candle and ask the following questions:

Q. What are some things we can expect in heaven?

Q. Where will God live one day?

Pray using Revelation 21:1-4

Ask Him to help us look to and believe in Jesus, and in so
doing receive eternal life.

Ask Him that your bright future with Jesus would be the most
exciting thing for you this Christmas.

Ask Him to fill you with the peace that comes from being not
just ‘okay’, but deeply satisfied.

Ask Him for the power of the Holy Spirit in your life to share
Jesus boldly with those around you.

Finish by singing “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

https://redeemerwh.org/advent
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Announcements
Greeting this morning is the Donley/Hassett Community Group.

Christmas Eve: For our annual Candlelight Christmas Eve service we will have two
services here at Redeemer City. Those services will be at 4 & 5:30pm. Childcare will
be available through pre-k.

Winter Schedule: On December 29 & January 5 we will only have the 10:30am
worship service.

Men’s Breakfast: Guys, mark your calendars for Saturday, January 11, at 8am. We'll
gather in Covenant Hall for a nice breakfast, and spend some time looking over the
day's CBR passage, and give details about discipleship opportunities that are
beginning in the Spring.

Get Connected: Are you new to Redeemer? Join us for our Get Connected Lunch on
Sunday, January 12, from 12-2pm. We'd love to help you learn how to get better
connected to the life of our church and answer any questions you may have. Lunch and
childcare provided. Visit redeemerwh.org/connect to RSVP. We look forward to
getting to know you better!

Year End Giving: All gifts must be received in the church office, made online or
postmarked by Tuesday, December 31 to be included on your 2019 Giving Statement.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: redeemerwh.org/RCCmusic.

PLEDGED: $692,375
RECEIVED: $361,764

Grace Abounding is Redeemer's campaign to raise funds for repairs and
maintenance to the existing facility. Campaign information is available at

graceabounding.org.

https://redeemerwh.org/connect 
https://redeemerwh.org/newsletter
https://redeemerwh.org/app
https://redeemerwh.org/RCCmusic
https://graceabounding.org

