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This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word so
that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry and
home as God uses it to encourage your family.

Share the Lesson
• Five-Day Devotionals – Guides the family through the Generations of Grace lesson,
a cross-reference passage, and a passage about Christ to lead the family through the
whole counsel of God.
• Generations of Grace Passages – Reinforces the lesson that your child learned in
Sunday School.
• Cross-Reference Passage – Points to another passage that reinforces the central
truth of each week’s lesson.
• Christ-Centered Passage – Connects each week’s lesson to Jesus Christ and to the
gospel.
• Explain – Communicates the truth of each day to the parent’s heart and mind to
prepare them to lead their child through the passage.
• Ask – Foster greater interaction between parent and children whether they’re 3 years
old or 11 years old.
• Discuss – Enable the conversation about the truth to progress to a deeper level.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
• Coloring Book
• Craft Book
• Activity Book

• Student Journal
• Teacher Book
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WEEK 1

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 1

DAY 1

God creates the heavens and the earth
Genesis 1:1–2:3

God existed before creation • Genesis 1:1–2

READ

Genesis 1:1–2

EXPLAIN

The truth of Gen 1:1–2
In the beginning, before the creation of the
heavens and the earth, there was God. This
is because God has always existed. Nobody
created God. He is eternal, without a beginning
or an end. He existed before creation and
everything in creation owes its existence to
Him (Col 1:16).
Genesis 1:2 indicates that the earth was empty
before God created everything. This was the
situation on earth before it was touched by
the creative hand of God. Everything that we
can see, hear, smell, taste, and touch has been
created by God. Even things we can’t identify
with our senses—things we can’t see or touch
like angels—all these have been created by God
too!
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ASK
1. What does Genesis 1:1 say that God
created?
“God created the heavens and the earth.”
2. What existed “in the beginning”?
The Bible says, “In the beginning, God.” Before
all creation, God existed.
3. If God existed before the creation, where
did He come from? When was God created?
No one created God, nor did He just appear.
God is eternal, without a beginning or an end.
4. How do we know that God is a powerful God?
His creation.

DISCUSS

1. How is God different from everything else in
creation (Job 38:4–39:30)?
2. Discuss that God has existed even before
the mountains were formed (Ps 90:2).

DAY 2

God created everything • Genesis 1:3–30

READ

ASK

Genesis 1:3–30

EXPLAIN

The truth of Gen 1:3–30
The Heavens and Earth and all things in them were
created or made through the power of God’s spoken
Word in six literal days. Man was created in the “image
of God”. Being created in the image of God means
that God made man to be like Him. Though man is not
exactly like God, he is unlike the rest of creation as God
created man with the ability to know Him and to have a
relationship with Him. God exalted man above the rest
of creation to rule over the rest of His creation (1:26).
God provided man with standards of right and wrong,
telling man which trees in the garden he could eat
from (2:16–17). God even provided relationships for
man. The joys of friendship, the blessings of teamwork,
marriage, and the family are all products of God’s love.
God provided mankind with purpose and hope. Man’s
purpose is to glorify God by living in a way that praises,
pleases, and accurately portrays God (2 Cor 5:9).

DAY 3

1.		How did God create the heavens and the earth?
His words.
2.		How long did God take to complete the creation?
He took six, 24 hour days of actual creation and one
day in which He rested.
3.		What did God create on each day of creation?
Day one: light; day two: sky; day three: land, plants, and
trees; day four: sun, moon and stars; day five: birds and
fish; day six: animals and people.
4.		Do you think that God needed six days to complete
the creation? Why or why not?
No. God is all powerful and could have created the
world instantly.

DISCUSS

1.		If God created everything does that mean that He is
the only God Isa 45:5–8, 11–12, 18–25)?
2.		Discuss how the Bible reaffirms that God created
everything in six literal days Exod 20:11; 31:17

Everything God created was very good • Genesis 1:31–2:3

READ

He is omnipotent or all powerful. God is able to do
anything He desires because His power is unlimited.

EXPLAIN

Then on the seventh day, God rested. God did not need
to rest (He never gets tired), but stopped creating on
the seventh day to set a pattern of work and rest for
man to follow. The world God made was perfect. There
was nothing missing or broken. Everything was just as
God wanted it to be and everything obeyed God’s rule.

Genesis 1:31–2:3

The truth of Gen 1:31–2:3
On the seventh day, God saw everything He created
and said that it was “very good”. God made everything
exactly the way He wanted it. There were no mistakes
and nothing was missing. His creation was perfect. The
entire universe is a testimony to the power of God.

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 1

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	Who created the heavens and the earth?
God.
2.	Who created man?
God.
3.	What was special about day seven?
On day seven, God completed His creation and rested.
He set it apart (made it special) and blessed it.
4.		What did God think of the work that He saw on
each of the days of creation?
On days one, three, four, and five, the Bible says that
God saw that it was “good.” But on day six, God saw
that it was “very good.”

DAY 4

Creation declares God’s glory • Psalm 19:1–6

READ

Psalm 19:1–6

EXPLAIN

The truth of Ps 19:1–6
The heavens, that is the sun, moon, clouds, stars and
planets, and the “sky above” (cf. Gen 1:8) declare God’s
glory. They are continually declaring God’s glory as
if they are glorifying God in His heavenly sanctuary.
God’s glory refers to all the evidence of God’s
greatness. It refers to His what gives him importance.
Anyone who sees creation can only conclude one
thing, that God is the most important person in the
universe. God’s glory is continually on display, day to
day and night to night. Creation gives testimony to
God’s majesty and His power. Whenever and wherever
people are on this planet creation communicates the
amazing truth that there is a Creator and He is the
most important person ever. The psalm refers specially
to the sun and it’s testimony to the glory of God. The
sun is powerful and nothing is hidden from its light or
heat. But it is just a part of God’s creation. Creation
is a witness to the power and the importance of the
Creator who is to be worshiped.
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1.		Since God created all things does that mean that
God is able to do all that He pleases (Pss 135:5–7;
136:1–9)?
2.	Discuss how God’s rest points forward to the rest
that is promised to believers (Heb 4:1–13).

ASK
1.	What is God’s glory?
All the evidence of God’s greatness and all that makes
Him important.
2.	When is God’s glory on display?
It is continuously on display and is communicated
consistently and clearly.
3.	Do the heavens use literal words?
No but the heavens speech continually communicating
God’s glory (19:2–4b).
4.	Can the testimony of creation convert sinners?
No but it does make them highly accountable (Rom
1:18). Salvation comes only through the word of God as
it is effectually applied by the Spirit of God.

DISCUSS

1.	How does the creation declare God’s glory (Rom
1:19–20)?
2.	What are ways you can praise God for being the
Creator (Pss 29:1–11; 97:1–7; 100:1–5)?

DAY 5

Jesus is superior to everything • Hebrews 1:1–4

READ

ASK

Hebrews 1:1–4

EXPLAIN

The truth of Heb 1:1–4
The author of Hebrews states three reasons why Jesus
is superior to all things. First, God has appointed Jesus
as the heir of all things. As the Son of God, Jesus is the
heir of all of God’s possessions. Everything that exists
exists for Jesus. Jesus will one day judge all of His
creation as its King. Secondly, God made the universe
through Jesus. Jesus is the agent through whom God
created the universe. All things were created by and
for Jesus (Col 1:16). The word universe or world in
verse 2 means “the ages.” Jesus is responsible not only
for the physical earth but for creating time, space,
energy, and matter. Thirdly, Jesus sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high. Jesus is fully and
absolutely God, yet is a distinct Person. He maintains
all of His creation. After Jesus made a single sacrifice
for sins in order to provide salvation (Heb 10:11–14)
He sat down. Jesus sat down as a sign of honor and of
authority.

1.	How is Jesus an heir of all things?
Everything will ultimately come under Jesus control (Ps
2:8–9; 89:27; Rom 11:36).
2.	What did God create through Jesus?
Everything even time, space, energy, and matter.
3.	How does Jesus uphold all things?
He directs all things toward the consummation of all
things according to God’s sovereign purpose.
4.	What does it imply that Jesus sat down?
Jesus is in a position of power, authority, and honor.
He sat down because He is the ruler of all things
(1 Pet 3:22). He sat down because His atoning work
was finished (Heb 10:12). He said down to intercede for
His people (Rom 8:34).

DISCUSS

1.	What was Jesus’ role in creation (John 1:1–3; Col
1:16)?
2.	Discuss further how Jesus is superior because He is
the Son (Heb 1:5-14; 2:5–18).

NEXT WEEK
God creates man
and woman
Genesis 1-2

WEEK 2

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 2

DAY 1

God creates man and woman
Genesis 1:26–31: 2:7–24

God created man in His own image • Genesis 1:26–31

READ

Genesis 1:1–2

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 1:26–31
God created man to be different from the rest of
creation. Man alone is made in the image of God (1:26).
Man is not God—he is distinct from God—but man is like
a picture or copy that represents God. Both man and
woman are made in God’s image (1:27). God created
man in His own image so that the essence of who God
is—His goodness, holiness, wisdom, and power—would
be displayed for the whole creation to see through the
thoughts, words, and actions of man. Genesis 1 makes
clear several specific characteristics of what it means
to be made in God’s image. First, like God, man was
created to be relational. He was created to live in a
relationship with the Triune God (John 17:21). Second,
God is creator, and He gave man power and authority
to rule over creation as His steward (1:28). Third, God’s
creation shows that He is good, and He created man as
a moral being, understanding right and wrong. We most
accurately reflect God when we most attentively obey
His standards of right and wrong.
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ASK
1. How did God create man to be different
from the rest of creation?
Only man is made in the image of God.
2. Why did God create man in His image?
So that the essence of who God is—His
goodness, holiness, wisdom, and power—
would be displayed for the whole creation.
3. What is a “steward”?
A person who takes care of his master’s
things for him.
4. How do we most accurately reflect
God’s glory?
By attentively obeying His standards of
right and wrong.

DISCUSS

1. How is God different from everything
else in creation (Job 38:4–39:30)?
2. Discuss that God has existed even
before the mountains were formed
(Ps 90:2).

DAY 2

God prepared man for his task • Genesis 2:7–24

READ

ASK

Genesis 2:7–24

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 2:7–24
Adam’s job was to cultivate and keep the garden (2:15),
and God made sure that Adam had all the resources
he needed to complete his job. He created a helper for
man. Using one of Adam’s ribs, God created woman
and brought her to man (2:21–22). Unlike the animals,
she was a perfect match for man, having also been
created in God’s image (1:27). When the first man
saw the goodness of God’s design he expressed his
thankfulness in a love poem, the first words of man
ever recorded (2:23). Adam and Eve were united
together in marriage—the joining together of one man
and one woman for life (2:24). Today many people
try to change marriage to be something different.
But if marriage is not one man and one woman joined
together by God for life, it is not marriage and does not
glorify God.

DAY 3

He thought they were very good.
4.	
How long does God want a husband and wife to be
married?
All their lives.

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss how God created woman to be man’s
helper.
2.	Develop a one sentence definition of biblical
marriage.

God graciously made man to rule creation • Psalm 8:1–9

READ

Psalm 8:1–9

EXPLAIN

1.	What did God bring to Adam first in order to find “a
helper comparable to him?
God brought many animals to Adam.
2.	Was it only the man whom God created in His image
and likeness?
No. Both the man and the woman were created in the
image and likeness of God (1:27).
3.	What did God think of man and woman after he
made them?

The truth of Psalm 8:1–9
The LORD is the sovereign creator of all things. He is
the most important person in existence and creation
reflects His majesty and power. Yet He chooses to
work through the weak and lowly so that no one can
boast in His presence (1 Cor 1:28–29). His glory is
on display everywhere—even the mouths of infants

declare His worthiness (8:1–2). God has made man a
little lower than God (8:5). Man is not God but is like a
picture or copy that represents God. God created man
in His own image and graciously gave man dominion
so that He might display His glory. Why would God
concern Himself with humans? Because God delights
in using the weak in order to confound the strong.
Humans are frail, weak, and insignificant in comparison
to the universe, yet God graciously allows man to rule
over His creation.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 2

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What does God choose to work through?
The weak and the lowly.
2.	Why does God choose to work through the weak
and the lowly?
So that no one can boast in His presence
(1 Cor 1:28–29).
3.	How is man crowned with glory and honor?
God gave man the authority and power to rule over His
creation.
4.	What did God give man dominion over?
God’s creation.

DAY 4

Jesus is the image of the invisible God • Colossians 1:15–17

READ

Colossians 1:3–20

EXPLAIN

The truth of Colossians 1:15–17
Man was created in the image of God (1
Cor 11:7; Gen 1:26–27), but man is not
a perfect image of God. Man possesses
intellect, emotion, and will, but man is not
holy like God is holy. Man is not all-knowing,
all-powerful, unchangeable, or present at all
places at the same time. Unlike man, Jesus
is the perfect image of God. He is the exact
likeness of God and is in the very form of
God (Phil 2:6). He is God in human flesh
(John 8:58; 10:30–33). In Jesus the invisible
God became visible (John 1:14; 14:9). In
Colossians 1:16–17, Paul states that Jesus
is: (1) the Creator of all things; (2) the one
who has always existed; and (3) the one who
sustains the universe. He is the “firstborn
of all creation” (1:15), meaning that He has
preeminence in position, or rank. He has
received the right of inheritance over all
creation from His Father.
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1.	Describe the type of person that God chooses to
work through.
2.	Explain why God delights in using the weak.

ASK
1.	Is Jesus God?
Yes.
2.	How is Jesus the image of the invisible God?
Jesus is both the representation and the manifestation of God.
3.	What does it mean that Jesus is the firstborn of all creation?
Jesus has preeminence and possesses the right of inheritance over
all creation.
4.	What three things does Paul say about Jesus in Colossians
1:16–17?
Paul states that Jesus is (1) the Creator of all things; (2) the one
who has always existed; and (3) the one who sustains the universe
(1:16–17).

DISCUSS

1.	Is Jesus God?
Yes.
2. How is Jesus the image of the invisible God?
Jesus is both the representation and the manifestation of God.
3.	What does it mean that Jesus is the firstborn of all creation?
Jesus has preeminence and possesses the right of inheritance over
all creation.
4.	What three things does Paul say about Jesus in Colossians
1:16–17?
Paul states that Jesus is (1) the Creator of all things; (2) the one
who has always existed; and (3) the one who sustains the universe
(1:16–17).

DAY 5

Jesus fulfills man’s original purpose • Hebrews 2:5–9

READ

ASK

Hebrews 2:5–9

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 2:5–9
Man, not angels, was created to rule over the earth as
God’s representative (2:5; cf. Gen 1:1–2:3; Ps 8:1–9).
Quoting from Psalm 8:4–6, the author of Hebrews
poses the question: “Why would God ever bother
with man?” (2:6). Yet God has made man a little lower
than the angels who were given supernatural powers
by God, have continual access to the throne of God
(cf. Job 1:6; 2:1; Rev 5:11 (2:7), and never die (2:7).
But in spite of the superiority of angels to mankind,
God originally gave man, not angels, the authority to
rule over the earth (Gen 1:26–28). Man, however, has
been incapable of fulfilling this God given position
because of sin (2:8; cf. Gen 3). But Jesus, through His
redemptive work, has fulfilled man’s original purpose
as the supreme representative of mankind (2:9). Jesus
is the only man who lived exactly as man was made
to live, and those who trust in Jesus are made new
creations in Jesus in order to live with God just as God
originally intended.

1.	Who was originally created by God to rule over the
earth?
Man, not angels.
2.	
Who did God make man a little lower than?
Angels.
3.	
Why has man been incapable of ruling over the
earth the way God intended?
Because of sin (Gen 3).
4.	
Who is the only One to live exactly as God
intended?
Jesus. All those who trust in Jesus are made new
creations in Jesus in order to live with God just as God
originally intended.

DISCUSS

1.	Explain how Jesus has fulfilled man’s original
purpose.
2.	Describe how Jesus lived exactly as God intended.

NEXT WEEK
Man rebels against
God
Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–24

WEEK 3

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 3

DAY 1

Man rebels against God
Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–24

Adam and Eve sinned • Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–6

READ

Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–6

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–6
God gave Adam a specific command. He told Adam
not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil (2:16–17). But Satan tempted the woman
to eat from this tree in three ways. Temptation is
an attractive invitation to sin based on the lie that
disobedience produces happiness. First, Satan waited
until the woman was alone, when Adam, her leader
and protector, was absent. Second, Satan questioned
what God said, telling the woman that she would
“not surely die” if she ate from the fruit (3:4). Finally,
Satan tempted the woman by suggesting that God’s
command was unfair (3:5). Eve ate of the fruit, and
Adam did too. They sinned, disobeying God in thought,
word or action. Adam was held responsible for the
fall, when both he and Eve, and all humans after them
(except Jesus), became separated from God by sin
(Rom 5:12). Adam and Eve’s decision to eat from the
tree was more than just wanting knowledge. They
tried to take God off His throne as king and make
themselves king instead.
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ASK
1. What could Adam and Eve eat in the
Garden of Eden?
Fruit from any tree except the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.
2. Who lied to Eve, saying that she would
not die?
The serpent, Satan.
3. Summarize how the serpent tempted
Eve.
The serpent questioned God’s word, lied
about God’s word, and contradicted God’s
word.
4. By saying these things to Eve, what was
the serpent saying about God?
The serpent was calling God a liar. But God is
not a liar. The serpent was the liar.

DISCUSS

1. Discuss how Eve was tempted by Satan
(1 Tim 2:13–14) and the importance of
obeying God’s word (Jas 1:22–25).
2. Talk about some ways you can resist
temptation (Luke 4:1–13; 22:39–46;
Jas 4:7–8).

DAY 2

Adam and Eve were separated from God • Genesis 3:7–13

READ

ASK

Genesis 3:7–13

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 3:7–13
God judged Adam and Eve’s sin with a curse, declaring the
evil that would be felt by Satan, the man and woman, and all
of creation as the result of sin. The consequence of Adam
and Eve’s sin was death, both spiritual and physical (2:17).
The effects of spiritual death took place immediately, and
they eventually died physically too (5:5). But the effects of
their sin were not limited to death. Every aspect of life was
stained by sin. First, they felt guilty and ashamed, and their
relationship with one another was damaged (3:7). Second,
instead of enjoying friendship with God, they were now
afraid to be near God (3:8–10). Sin destroys the very reason
for man’s existence. Man was made in the image of God to
reflect His character, but because of sin, man is unable to
accurately represent the glory of God and seeks instead to
live for his own praise. Third, their hearts became hard. God
asked a number of questions to give them the opportunity
to repent (3:9–11), but they refused to confess their sin and
instead blamed others (3:12–13).

DAY 3

They were separated from God. It was as though a
wall of sin came between God and them.
4.	Who did Adam and Eve blame for their sin? Who
was really at fault?
Adam blamed the woman and God. Eve blamed
the serpent. Neither of them blamed themselves,
although each one was at fault.

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss how sin separates us from God
(Isa 59:2), our Creator and source of life.
2.	Describe sin’s effect on every human being (Rom
3:9–20, 23; Eph 2:1–3).

God punished Adam and Eve • Genesis 3:14–24

READ

Genesis 3:14–24

EXPLAIN

1.	Did Adam and Eve die?
Yes. The effects of spiritual death took place
immediately, and they eventually died physically
too (5:5).
2.	When God came to the garden to meet with
Adam and Eve, what did they do and why?
They hid because they were ashamed of their
disobedience.
3.	What does it mean that they died spiritually?

The truth of Genesis 3:14–24
God judged Adam and Eve’s sin with a curse. First, God
cursed the serpent, both the animal that had become
Satan’s tool and Satan himself who had appeared as a
serpent (3:14). Second, God judged the woman. She
would find pain in the place where she should have

found her greatest joy—in her role as mother and wife
(3:16). In marriage, she would be tempted to dominate
her husband instead of submitting to him, and her
husband would be tempted to rule tyrannically, or
unfairly, over her instead of lovingly leading her. Finally,
God judged the man by cursing the ground (3:17–19).
Work was a blessing Adam enjoyed before the fall, but
now work would be hard, painful, less productive, and
end in death (3:19). Because of Adam’s sin, all creation
suffers (Rom 8:20).
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 3

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	How did God judge the woman?
Pain in childbirth and the desire to dominate her
husband.
2.	How did God judge the man?
By cursing the ground.
3.	What did God originally create work to be?
A blessing to be enjoyed by man.
God’s creation.

DAY 4

God promised Adam and Eve a Savior • Genesis 3:14–24

READ

Genesis 3:14–24

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 3:14–24
God’s judgment of Adam and Eve included the greatest
grace—there will come a child of the woman who will
defeat Satan once and for all. Satan would wound
the promised Savior, but in the end the Savior would
triumph (3:15). God also graciously provided clothes to
cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness, a symbol of the Lamb
of God who would one day die to cover the sins of all
who repent (3:21–24; John 1:29). In the midst of sin
and judgment, the story ends with hope: Adam named
his wife Eve because he believed God’s promise that
she would bear children, through whom would come
redemption, the repairing of the relationship between
God and man (3:20). Unlike Adam, Jesus lived in
perfect obedience to God. When we trust in Him, our
polluted nature is crucified with Him, and His righteous
life is put into us, so that once again we may live as
friends of our holy Creator.
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1.	Discuss how the earth and Christians long for the
restoration of all things (Rom 8:18–25).
2.	Describe how husbands and wives are commanded
to treat each other (Gen 3:16; Eph 5:22–33).

ASK
1.	Who is this child of the woman?
Christ and those in Him.
2.	Who is the offspring of the serpent?
Satan and all unbelievers, those who are called the
Devil’s children (John 8:44).
3.	What does “he shall bruise your head” mean?
The offspring of Eve, that is Christ, would destroy Satan
with a fatal blow.
4.	What does “you shall bruise his heel” mean?
Satan would cause the offspring of Eve, that is Christ, to
suffer.

DISCUSS

1.	Explore God’s promise of a Savior throughout the
Old Testament (Gen 3:15; 12:1–3; 49:10; Ps 2; 110;
Isa 7:14; Mic 5:2).
2.	Explain why Genesis 3:15 is often referred to as the
“first gospel”.

DAY 5

Jesus broke the power of sin and death • Romans 5:12–21

READ

ASK

Romans 5:12–21

EXPLAIN

The truth of Romans 5:12–21
Adam’s sin in the Garden has been transmitted to all
of his descendants. A young child does not need to be
taught how to be disobedient or selfish. Every person
comes into this world with a sin nature. This is because
Adam, the first man, brought sin and death to all
mankind. Adam died spiritually the moment he sinned
against God, and although he did not immediately die
physically, he became subject to physical death too. His
sin resulted in eternal death for him and all who come
after him. But Jesus is the second Adam. While Adam
brought death, Jesus brings restoration and eternal
life. While Adam brought condemnation, Jesus brings
justification. Adam brought about enslavement to sin,
but Jesus brings victory over sin. All those who trust in
Jesus receive the blessings of the Second Adam.

1.	What were the results of Adam’s sin?
All men experience death, condemnation, and
enslavement to sin.
2.	Who is affected by Adam’s sin?
All men. Adam represented all mankind in his sin.
3.	If Christ did not sin, why did Christ die?
Christ died to satisfy God’s wrath against man’s sin.
4.	What were the results of Christ’s act of
redemption?
Believers are given eternal life, the righteousness of
Christ resulting in justification before God, and freedom
from sin.

DISCUSS

1.	Explain why all men are born with a sin nature.
2.	Explain why Jesus was not born with a sin nature.

NEXT WEEK
Cain rebels against God
Genesis 4:1–15

WEEK 4

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 4

DAY 1

Cain rebels against God
Genesis 4:1–15

Cain rejected God’s requirement • Genesis 4:2–5a

READ

Genesis 4:2–5a

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 4:2–5a
Cain’s rebellion began when he rejected God’s
instruction about sacrifices. Rebellion is intentional
resistance against God. Cain and Abel both brought an
offering to God, but God only honored Abel’s offering
(4:4–5). It’s clear they both knew that God wanted them
to worship Him. Worship recognizes the supreme value
of God and attributes this value to Him through words,
thoughts, and actions. God must have revealed this.
They also knew they were to come to God to worship
Him with an offering, and God must have also given
specific instruction regarding the type of sacrifice they
were to offer.
But only Abel obeyed God’s instructions. His obedience
was evidence of his faith in God. God desires true
worship motivated by faith, not just the appearance of
religion. God looked into the heart, saw Cain’s faithless
attitude, and rejected him.
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ASK
1. What offering did Cain bring to the Lord?
Cain brought fruit of the ground.
2. What offering did Abel bring to the Lord?
Abel brought the firstlings of his flock and
their fat portions.
3. Was God pleased with the offerings Cain
and Abel made?
He was pleased with Abel’s but not with
Cain’s.
4. Why did God accept Abel and his offering?
Because Abel offered to God the right
sacrifice in the right way.

DISCUSS

1. Show how Adam’s sin has brought death
to all men and how everyone since Adam
now has a sin nature (Rom 5:12–21).
2. Discuss the progression of sin in this story
and in general (Jas 1:14–18).

DAY 2

Cain rejected God’s call for repentance • Genesis 4:5b–8

READ

ASK

Genesis 4:5b–8

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 4:5b–8
Cain’s faithless offering led to further rebellion against
God. Instead of admitting his sin, Cain got angry, and his
face showed it (4:5). But God did not give up on Cain.
He questioned Cain to help Cain recognize his sin and
need for repentance (4:6). Repentance is sorrow over sin
that causes a turn away from sin and a turn to God. God
reminded Cain that he could be accepted just like Abel
if he would do what is right, and God warned Cain about
the power of sin if he chose not to repent (4:7). But
Cain refused to listen to God’s gracious reminder and
rejected His call for repentance. Cain’s anger drove him
to murder his own brother (4:8). He tried to lash out at
God by killing Abel. Cain’s sin grew worse and in the end
it led to death. No one should think they can enjoy some
sin and keep it under control. The only response to sin is
to reject it entirely (Rom 8:13).

DAY 3

DISCUSS

1.	Name some elements of true worship (Prov 3:9; Pss
24: 3–5; 51:17).
2.	Define “repentance”.

God punished Cain for his rebellion • Genesis 4:9–16; 23–24

READ

Genesis 4:9–16; 23–24

EXPLAIN

1.	What work did Cain and Abel do?
Cain was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd.
2.	What was Cain’s reaction when he found out that
the Lord did not respect his offering?
Cain became very angry and his face showed it.
3.	What was God’s instruction to Cain?
God told Cain that if he did well, he would be accepted.

The truth of Genesis 4:9–16; 23–24
Before punishing Cain, God again gave him a chance to
repent, but Cain lied and refused to take responsibility
for his sin (4:9). He tried to ignore his crime, but God
knew the murder he had committed, because Abel’s

blood was crying out to God from the ground (4:10). So
God punished Cain in a way that fit his crime. Since the
ground had been covered in Abel’s blood, the ground
would no longer grow food for Cain (4:11–12). But Cain
was blind to God’s justice—instead of repenting, he
pitied himself (4:13). God continued to extend mercy,
even protecting Cain’s life (4:15). Cain never repented,
and his sin encouraged sin in his children after him. In
fact, the sin grew worse (4:23–24).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 4

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	Did Cain listen to God’s warning?
No. Cain refused to listen to God’s gracious reminder and
rejected His call for repentance.
2.	How did God punish Cain?
Since the ground had been covered in Abel’s blood, the
ground would no longer grow food for Cain. He would
wander the earth with no permanent home (4:11–12).
3.	How did Cain respond to God’s punishment and
protection after killing Abel?
Cain was blind to God’s justice—instead of repenting, he
pitied himself.

DAY 4

Abel offered his sacrifice by faith • Hebrews 11:4

READ

Genesis 4:2-5a

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 11:4
By faith Abel offered a better sacrifice than his brother,
Cain. Because of his faith, Abel obtained the testimony
that he was righteous (11:4). Cain and Able must have
known the kind of offering God required. However,
only Abel obeyed God, sacrificing the offering required
by God. In so doing, Abel acted in faith, while Cain
acted in unbelief. Because of his faith, Abel was
accounted as righteous by God (cf. Rom 4:4–8). It was
through his obedience to God’s command that Abel
demonstrated his faith. Cain, through his disobedience,
gave evidence of his unbelief. His was faithless, just
going through the motions of worship. The example of
Cain and Abel is a powerful reminder that without faith
no one can receive the perfect righteous of Jesus (cf.
Gen 15:6).
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1.	Describe how God continued to show mercy to Cain
even in the midst of His punishment.
2.	Discuss some of the effects of sin (Ps 32:3–4;
Isa 59:2).

ASK
1.	How did Abel obtain the testimony that he was
righteous?
By faith.
2.	How did Abel demonstrate his faith in God?
He evidenced his faith by offering the kind of sacrifice
required by God.
3.	What do we learn from the example of Cain and
Abel?
Without faith no one can receive the perfect righteous of
Jesus (cf. Gen 15:6).

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss the relationship between faith and
obedience.
2.	Discuss the relationship between faith and the
righteousness of Christ.

DAY 5

Jesus is a sympathetic high priest • Hebrews 5:7–9

READ

ASK

Hebrews 5:1–10

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 5:7–9
Jesus is a sympathetic high priest. Having become a
man, He personally understands man’s needs and trials.
He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, but did not
sin (Luke 4:1–13). In the Garden of Gethsemane, He
prayed and agonized to the point that He sweat drops
of blood (Luke 22:39–46). Even though He was God
in human flesh, Jesus was called to suffer. He did not
need to suffer to correct any disobedience; rather, He
learned obedience in order to experience humanity’s
suffering to the fullest. Jesus cried, shed tears, hurt,
and grieved. That which He knew in His omniscience,
He learned by experience. But in His suffering He did
not rebel against God. Thus Jesus opened the way
of eternal salvation. He is the Righteous One, whose
righteousness is imputed to sinners who draw near to
Him (cf. Rom 3:24–26).

1.	Why is Jesus able to sympathize with believers?
He became a man.
2.	How did Jesus learn obedience?
By His suffering. What He already knew in His
omniscience He learned by His experience.
3.	How is Jesus able to sympathize with believers?
Jesus was tempted in every respect as we are and
therefore He can sympathize with our weaknesses.

DISCUSS

1.	Compare and contrast the temptation of Jesus
(Luke 4) and the temptation of Eve (Gen 3).
2.	Describe how Jesus’ high priesthood encourages
believers.

NEXT WEEK
God floods the earth
Genesis 6:5–7:24

WEEK 5

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 5

DAY 1

God floods the earth
Genesis 6:5–7:24

The LORD was disappointed by man’s sin • Genesis 6:5–7

READ

Genesis 6:3–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 6:5–7
Man’s sin had multiplied on the face of the earth.
The “sons of God,” fallen angels, saw beautiful
women and took wives according to their own
pleasure. This sin had to be destroyed before the
line of the promised Savior perished. Mankind was
completely sinful (6:5, 13), and God responded
with sorrow and wrath. The word “regretted” (6:6)
does not mean that God was taken by surprise, but
it expresses His sorrow. The word “grieved” (6:6)
expresses God’s violent hatred of sin. It is God’s
wrath, God’s severe anger against sinners because
of His holy hatred of sin. Even in His wrath, God
was patient and fair. He gave mankind another 120
years to repent (6:3). He also sent His Holy Spirit
to restrain human wickedness (6:3). But mankind
did not listen to the warning, and they deserved
to be destroyed. He would give them what they
deserved.
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ASK
1. Were the people who lived in Noah’s time
good or bad?
They were bad and sinned a lot.
2. When God looked at the people on the
earth, what did He see in their hearts?
Man was very wicked and evil. People only
thought about evil things all the time.
3. What did God decide to do because
people sinned so much?
God decided to send a flood to destroy sinful
men.
4. Why does man’s wickedness grieve God?
God hates sin, which is always ultimately
done against Him.

DISCUSS

1. Write out a definition of sin (Matt 5:22,
28; Rom 7:7; Gal 5:17, 24).
2. Describe the complete sinfulness of man
(Ps 14:1–3; Rom 3:10–20).

DAY 2

The LORD was pleased with righteous Noah • Genesis 6:8–7:16

READ

ASK

Genesis 6:8–7:16

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 6:8–7:16
While the story of Genesis 5:1–6:8 is dominated by
sin and death, the LORD looked with favor upon one
man, Noah (6:8). God showed grace toward Noah.
Grace is undeserved favor. It is like a gift. God took
pleasure in Noah and gave him a blessing that he did
not deserve or earn. Noah was righteous, or without
guilt or unforgiven sin. He was acceptable to God.
Noah believed and obeyed God with a pure heart. Noah
stood out so much from the world around him that
Genesis 6:9 describes his righteousness in three ways:
(1) Noah was righteous, (2) blameless, and (3) walked
with God. Walking with God shows that Noah enjoyed
a very special friendship with God, just as Enoch did
(5:22). When God told him to make an ark and gave
instructions for filling it, Noah did exactly as God
commanded (6:22; 7:5, 16). Because Noah obeyed, God
confirmed that Noah was indeed a righteous man (7:1).

DAY 3

He was going to do.
4.	What did God tell Noah to make?
God told Noah to build an ark.

DISCUSS

1.	List different ways God gives grace to sinners.
2.	Discuss how God delights in righteousness and the
righteous (Pss 11:7; 15; 2 Chr 16:9; Heb 10:35–38;
11:2, 6–7).

God destroyed everything but those in the ark • Genesis 7:17–24

READ

Genesis 7:17–24

EXPLAIN

1.	When God saw how wicked the people were, what
was His response?
He was sorry that He had made man on the earth.
2.	What three things do we learn about Noah that
were pleasing to God?
He was a righteous man; he was blameless in his time;
and he walked with God.
3.	What plan did God have for Noah and his family?
God told Noah about the wickedness of man and what

The truth of Genesis 7:17–24
Noah obeyed God’s instructions, and God did as
He promised: He drowned the wickedness that had
polluted the earth, but He saved Noah. The flood
was massive, with the earth erupting and the sky
pouring rain for 40 days (7:17). Even then the water

kept covering the earth for 110 more days (7:24). It
even covered all the mountains (7:20). Everything
that breathed was killed (7:21). With great power,
God commanded nature to destroy the wicked, but
God spared Noah and those on the ark. God even
supernaturally shut the door of the ark for Noah (7:16).
Through Noah’s faithfulness, God preserved the line of
Christ so that the Savior could be born. God always a
leaves remnant, the small group of people who remain
faithful to God (Rom 11:5).
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 5

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	What did God decide to do to punish the sinfulness of the
people on the earth?
God decided to destroy the earth with a flood.
2.	Did God save anyone from the flood? Who?
Yes. Noah and his family.
3.	What happened after God shut the door of the ark?
Water came from below and above and flooded the entire
earth. God destroyed every living thing that was on the land
and in the sky.
4.	Did God succeed in His plan to destroy everything that
lived on the land?
Yes. Everything that breathed was killed in the flood.

DAY 4

Noah prepared the ark by faith • Hebrews 11:7

READ

Hebrews 11:1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 11:7
Noah prepared the ark by faith. He had never seen
rain, and he had never seen God. Yet he obeyed God
and spent 120 years fulfilling God’s command to build
a massive ark. When God told Noah that He would
flood the earth, Noah did not argue, quibble, make
excuses, complain, procrastinate, or question God.
Rather, Noah responded to God’s message with great
respect and awe. He had conviction of things not seen
and demonstrated his faith by his obedience to God.
He believed God’s word and preached, calling the
world to repent (2 Pet 2:5). He also became an heir
of righteousness, believing the message he preached.
Noah’s faith was proven to be genuine because: (1) he
responded to God’s word; (2) rebuked the world; and
(3) received God’s righteousness. Like Enoch before
him, Noah walked with God in faith and obedience
(Gen 6:9).
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1.	Discuss the patience of God toward sinners
(Rom 2:4–5; 2 Pet 3:8–10).
2.	Read 1 Kings 19:9–18 and discuss how God
always saves a remnant (Rom 11:5).

ASK
1.	What kind of faith did Noah demonstrate?
He demonstrated faith that was marked by a conviction
of things not seen.
2.	How was Noah’s faith manifested?
Noah’ faith was manifested by: (1) responding to God’s
word; (2) rebuking the world; and (3) receiving God’s
righteousness.
3. Who is another person who obeyed God like Noah?
Enoch (Gen 6:9).

DISCUSS

1.	List some of the parallels between the world in
Noah’s day and our own day.
2.	Discuss how your family can practically: (1) respond
to God’s Word; (2) rebuke the world; and (3) live
faithfully in this world.

DAY 5

Jesus is coming at an unexpected hour • Matthew 24:36–51

READ

ASK

Matthew 24:36–51

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 24:36–51
Jesus said that no one knows the day or the hour when
the Son of Man will come again, not even the angels or
the Son, only the Father (24:36). The coming of Jesus
will be like the days of Noah (24:37). In the days of
Noah the people ignored the signs of God’s judgment.
They saw Noah building an ark for 120 years and
refused to acknowledge their wickedness. The people
rejected Noah’s preaching and never repented (2 Pet
2:5). They did not care that God was going to judge
them. They cared only about their daily activities. Only
after the flood began, after it was too late, did the
people finally understand that their judgment was at
hand. Before the Son of Man returns people will also
ignore the signs, reject the preaching of repentance,
and care nothing about the Son of Man. Only after the
Son of Man comes and their last opportunity to repent
is gone, will they understand. Therefore believers are
called to be alert (24:30–42), to be ready (24:43–44)
and to be faithful (24:45–51).

1.	What were the people doing before the flood in the
days of Noah?
They carelessly went about their daily lives.
2.	Did God extend grace to the world in Noah’s day?
Yes. Noah built the ark for 120 years, providing an
opportunity for people to repent.
3.	Has God given us signs of what it will be like before
the coming of the Son of Man?
Yes. There will be wars and rumors of wars, famines,
earthquakes, tribulation, and the abomination of
desolation (24:3–35).
4.	Will anyone notice or care about these signs before
the coming of the Son of Man?
No. It will be just like the days of Noah.

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss why people are unconcerned about Jesus’
return.
2.	Describe how the next world wide judgment will be
different from the first (cf. Gen 9:15; 2 Pet 3:10).

NEXT WEEK
God preserves Noah
Genesis 8:1–9:17

WEEK 6

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 6

DAY 1

God preserves Noah
Genesis 8:1–9:17

God remembered Noah • Genesis 8:1–17

READ

Genesis 8:1–17

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 8:1–17
God remembered Noah. God was faithful to the
covenant, an agreement between two or more people,
like a promise, that He made to Noah before the flood
(6:18). Because God remembered Noah, the water on
the earth began to recede. In chapter 8, God began to
restore the earth. He caused a wind to pass over the
water, and the water subsided (8:1). He closed the
fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven (8:2)
ending the outpouring that began in Genesis 7:11. The
waters steadily receded from the earth (8:3), causing
the ark to rest on the mountains of Ararat (8:4). The
water continued to recede, revealing the tops of the
mountains (8:5). Before long, God commanded Noah
to leave the ark (8:16). Noah obeyed God, touching his
toes to dry ground for the first time in over a year. God
remembered Noah. He was faithful, or trustworthy,
doing exactly what He said He would do.
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ASK
1. Who obeyed God and got into the ark?
Noah and his family (Gen 7:2–3).
2. What happened during the flood?
It rained for 40 days and 40 nights, and
water covered the entire earth.
3. What two animals did Noah send out to
see whether the land had dried?
He sent a raven and a dove.
4. How did Noah know when the land had
dried?
The third time he sent out the dove, it did
not return.

DISCUSS

1. List some of the ways that God was
faithful to Noah (6:18; 8:1–17; 9:1–2, 3,
4–6, 8–17).
2. Discuss the LORD’s faithful love (Deut
7:9; Ps 36), examples of His faithful love
(Ps 107:1–42), and your response to
His faithful love (Ps 107:43).

DAY 2

Noah obeyed God and worshiped Him • Genesis 8:18–22

READ

ASK

Genesis 8:18–22

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 8:18–22
Noah responded to God’s faithful care with the same trusting
obedience he had when getting onto the ark. Noah sent
out a raven once and a dove three times (8:8–12). After the
third attempt Noah knew the earth was dry. Even so, Noah
stayed on the ark for about another two full months, waiting
for God’s command to go out (8:13–14). As soon as Noah
left the ark, he offered burnt offerings to the LORD (8:20). A
burnt offering is an animal burned on an altar in order to show
one’s commitment to God. This proved his faith and his love,
showing his devotion to God. It also proved his desire for
redemption, demonstrating his need for cleansing from sin.
Noah reminds us that man was made in God’s image in order
to worship God. The author of Genesis switches from “God”
to “LORD” when referring to God in this section in order to
emphasize God’s covenant name, the name associated with
worship.

DAY 3

1.	When Noah and his family got off the ark,
what did Noah do?
Noah worshiped God by building an altar and
burning an offering of thanks to God.
2.	How did God respond to Noah’s offering?
He was pleased.
3.	What was God’s promise?
God promised that He would never again send a
flood to cover the entire earth (Gen 8:21).

DISCUSS

1.	How should the righteous worship the LORD
(Ps 27:14; 28:7; Prov 3:9)?
2.	Discuss David’s dependence on the LORD’s
faithful love (Ps 31). How can your family
pray in a similar way this week?

God blessed Noah and his sons • Genesis 9:1–17

READ

also provided all the plants as food, just as He did in the
beginning.

EXPLAIN

The permission to eat plants and animals and the
commands to multiply, to rule, and to respect life are
all blessings from God. The story ends with one final
blessing, God’s promise to never flood the earth again,
and the sign of the rainbow as a reminder of God’s
promise (9:8–17). God chose to show favor to Noah
(6:8), and through Noah’s descendants God faithfully
raised up the promised seed (Gen 3:15). May the
rainbow always draw us to thank God for His blessings.

Genesis 9:1–17

The truth of Genesis 9:1–17
In Genesis 8 God reversed the effects of the flood,
and in Gen 9 God renewed His original creation. It
was almost like a second creation. Genesis 8:1 had
already hinted at this: “God made a wind to pass over
the earth.” The word for wind is the same as the word
for Spirit in Gen 1:2. God then renewed His original
commands to man to be fruitful and multiply (9:1, 7;
cf. 1:28) and to rule over creation (9:2; cf. 1:28). God

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 6

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	What command did God renew after Noah left the ark?
The same command God gave to Adam and Eve—be fruitful
and multiply.
2.	What command did God give Noah concerning animals?
Man was now allowed to eat them, once the blood had been
removed.
3.	What law did God give Noah concerning man?
If any man or animal killed someone, he or it was to be put to
death.
4.	What was the covenant God made with mankind and all
living creatures?
God said that He would never again destroy the entire earth
with a flood. The rainbow was to be the sign of the covenant.

DAY 4

God displays His majestic power in nature • Psalm 29:1–11

READ

Psalm 29:1–11

EXPLAIN

The truth of Psalm 29:1–11
The psalm begins with a call to praise the LORD
(29:1–2). God is to be praised because of His power.
The psalm gives an illustration of God’s power. He
forms a raging storm by His majestic word (29:3–9).
David concludes that the LORD is able to bless His
people for He reigns over all nature and meets the
needs of His people (29:10–11). The word for ‘flood’
in verse 10 is only used here and in Genesis 6–8.
The LORD’s powerful control is not restricted to the
localized storm described within the psalm, for God
was sovereign over the flood which covered the entire
earth (29:10). God’s majestic power is not limited in
any way, but covers the totality of our lives.
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1.	Identify specific ways God has blessed your
home.
2.	Discuss how God will destroy the world by
fire (2 Pet 3:10).

ASK
1.	Why does God deserve to be praised?
Psalm 29 draws attention to God’s awesome power and
sovereign control over our lives.
2.	How does God demonstrate His power in Psalm 29?
By His voice (the psalm refers to the voice of the LORD
seven times).
3.	What does it mean that God sat enthroned at the
flood?
The LORD was in sovereign control during the entire
flood.
4.	What should our response to God’s power be?
We must worship Him in genuine faith because He has
demonstrated His majestic power in nature.

DISCUSS

1.	List some displays of God’s power in nature.
2.	Explain the meaning of “sovereign”.

DAY 5

Jesus is the ark of one’s salvation • 1 Peter 3:18–22

READ

ASK

1 Peter 3:18–22

EXPLAIN

The truth of 1 Peter 3:18–22
Peter uses the story of the flood to picture the
salvation provided through Jesus (3:20–21). In the
days of Noah, God was patient with a sinful world while
Noah preached repentance. God provided a way of
salvation in the ark through which eight people were
saved. God brought the eight people safely through
the waters. In the days of Jesus’ earthly ministry,
God was patient with sinful men as Jesus called them
to repentance. God provided Jesus as a Savior and,
through Him, safely brings believers to salvation.
Baptism, like the ark which brought Noah and his
family through the flood, symbolizes the salvation of
believers who have been immersed into Christ as the
ark of safety (3:21). Believers, who are in Christ, like
those in the ark, will be protected and eternally saved.
Water baptism does not save. Salvation only occurs
when one appeals to God for a “good conscience”,
which is an agreement to enter the ark of safety, the
Lord Jesus, by faith in His death and resurrection (cf.
Rom 10:9–10; Heb 9:14; 10:22).

1.	Does baptism save a person?
No. Baptism is a picture of one’s salvation.
2.	How is Christ the ark of one’s salvation?
Believers, who are in Christ, like those in the ark, will be
protected and eternally saved.
3.	How is one saved?
By appealing to God for a good conscience.
4.	What does it mean to appeal to God for a good
conscience?
It means to acknowledge Jesus as Savior and Lord
through faith in His death and resurrection.

DISCUSS

1.	Are Christians commanded to be baptized (Matt
28:19–20; Acts 2:38; 8:12; 22:16)?
2.	Discuss why baptism does not provide salvation
(Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8–9; Phil 3:9; Tit 3:3–7).

NEXT WEEK
God judges the nations
at Babel
Genesis 11:1–9

WEEK 7

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 7

DAY 1

God judges the nations at Babel
Genesis 11:1–9

The people had a sinful plan • Genesis 11:1–4

READ

Genesis 11:1–4

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 11:1–4
God commanded Noah and his sons to fill the
earth (9:1). In the story of the tower of Babel,
mankind rebelled against God, intentionally
disobeying God’s commands. First, they decided to
build a city with a tower reaching into heaven. This
tower likely resembled a pyramid with a flat top.
Structures like these often had a shrine on top for
pagan worship. But God alone dwells in heaven, so
by building this tower the people were attempting
to usurp God’s position. Second, the people
sinned by being proud or thinking they were more
important than they were, even more important
than God. They honored themselves instead of
God (11:4). Third, they decided to stay together in
one place in direct opposition to God’s command
(11:4). This was sin, or disobeying God in thought,
word, or action. It was disobedience to God’s
command to spread out throughout the whole
earth (9:1). For these three reasons they deserved
to be punished.
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ASK
1. Did God tell the people to spread out over
the earth?
Yes.
2. Did the people obey?
No. Many of them settled in one place.
3. What did they do?
They built a tower to draw attention to
themselves and their own power.
4. What did the people mean when they
said they wanted to make a name for
themselves?
The people wanted to show how great they
were. They were proud and sinful. They (1)
transgressed their God-given boundaries (Prov
29:6), (2) boasted in themselves instead of in
God (Jer 9:23–24), and (3) disobeyed God’s
command (Deut 8:20).

DISCUSS

1. What are some ways we rebel against God
and demonstrate a prideful heart?
2. Discuss what the following Scriptures have
to say about sin: Proverbs 29:6; Jeremiah
9:23–24; and Deuteronomy 8:20.

DAY 2

God defeated the people’s sinful plan • Genesis 11:5–9

READ

ASK

Genesis 11:5–9

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 11:5–9
Genesis 11:5–9 describes the people’s utter failure
to make a name for themselves. Mankind, even at its
strongest, is easily defeated by a God who sits enthroned
in the heavens (Ps 2:4). The words and ideas of Genesis
11:5–9 match up with those in Genesis 11:1–4, showing
how at each step of the way God ruined the people’s
plan. The people made bricks to construct a city, but God
confused their language and sent everyone out (11:3,
7). The people tried to communicate a sinful plan with
one another, but God made communication impossible
(11:3, 7). The people tried to come together; God drove
them apart (11:2, 8). God took away the tool (common
language) they had tried to use against Him (11:1, 9).
Genesis 11 is a picture of the greatness of God and the
weakness of man. God defeats every effort of those who
are His enemies—a truth that should cause every sinner
to repent and turn from being God’s enemy to God’s
friend.

DAY 3

4.	Where were the people scattered?
The people were scattered over the face of the whole
earth.

DISCUSS

1.	Read Isaiah 43:13 and discuss the permanence of
God’s plans.
2.	Read Daniel 4:34–35. Discuss why the sovereignty
of God is a blessing in our lives.

The LORD will judge the wicked • Psalm 7:1–17

READ

Psalm 7:1–17

EXPLAIN

1.	What did the Lord think of what the people were
doing?
He did not like that the people were being disobedient
to His commands.
2.	What did the Lord do?
He confused their languages and scattered them over
the earth.
3.	What happened after God confused their language?
The people were scattered.

The truth of Psalm 7:1–17
In Psalm 7, David prayed to God and asked for
deliverance from all his enemies (7:1–2). He defended
his innocence and urged the LORD to judge the wicked
(7:6–9). The righteous have no fear of God’s judgment,
for their confidence is in God, who tries the hearts
and minds (7:9). God is a righteous judge who is ready

to judge the wicked (7:11). His judgment against the
wicked is inevitable, because He is righteous. God
has prepared His sword, His bow, and His arrows
for judgment (7:12–13). God sovereignly works to
turn the plans of the wicked against them. He makes
them fall into the pit they have dug. He makes their
mischief return upon their own head (7:15–16). At the
end of the psalm, God’s judgment had not yet been
manifested, but the Psalmist praises God, trusting and
anticipating His righteous judgment.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 7

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	What is the significance of David’s appeal to God to, “Arise..lift
yourself up...awake” (7:6)?
David emphatically and passionately calls on God to come to his aid.
2.	Why does David ask God to judge him according to his
righteousness and integrity?
David is not saying that he is sinless, but he asks God to judge
because he knows that he is innocent in this case.
3.	How does God respond to someone who does not repent?
God prepares His judgment and He turns their evil plans against
them.
4.	Why can the righteous have confidence in God?
Because God is righteous and will judge righteously.

DAY 4

A believer’s confidence is in the righteous God • Psalm 11:1–7

READ

Psalm 11:1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Psalm 11:1–7
Psalm 11 begins with a statement of faith: David has
taken refuge in the LORD. But there are those who
want him to doubt God, telling him to flee as a bird
until it comes to its mountain of safety. Those speaking
to David see the imminent attack of the wicked against
the upright. The wicked threaten the very foundations
of society, destroying the law and order which govern
life on earth. But David has confidence in the LORD,
because the LORD examines everyone. “Examines”
has the idea of testing a precious metal by exposing it
to extreme heat in order to test its quality. Because of
God’s penetrating knowledge, He judges the wicked.
God is righteous, hating and rejecting the wicked. The
believer’s confidence is in the righteous God who will
cause the upright to behold His face (11:7).
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1.	List one line prayers that you can pray
which come from Psalm 7.
2.	List the effects of sin described in
James 1:15 and 1 John 2:11.

ASK
1.	What does a bird do when it is in danger?
It flees, flying aimlessly back and forth until it arrives at
its place of refuge.
2.	Where is the LORD?
He is in His holy temple. He is on His throne which is in
heaven.
3.	If God is in heaven can he see everything?
Yes, He sees everyone and everything that is done on
earth, whether in the open or in secret. He has perfect
knowledge of all things.
4.	Why does David confidently state that the upright
shall see God’s face?
Seeing God’s face is the hope of every believer of every
age (Ps 17:15; Job 19:26; 1 John 3:2; Rev 22:4).

DISCUSS

1.	List one line prayers that you can pray which come
from Psalm 11.
2.	Discuss why God hates the wicked (Isa 59:2).

DAY 5

Jesus will judge the wicked Matthew • 25:31–46

READ

ASK

Matthew 25:31–46

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 25:31–46
In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus gives the most
severe and sobering warning of judgment. After
the Tribulation, Jesus will judge the nations. He will
divide them into two groups, the saved (righteous)
and the unsaved (wicked). The saved are those who
have received the righteousness of Jesus through
repentance and faith. The wicked are those who have
spurned the perfect righteousness of Jesus, refusing
to acknowledge Him as Lord of their life. They rejected
Christ and His people. Their just condemnation results
from an absence of faith. Their failure to serve Christ’s
people is a failure to serve Christ, proving that they did
not belong to Him and had no faith in Him. Jesus will
judge all the nations on that day. Believers will reign
with God forever, while the faithless will suffer with
the devil in hell forever.

1.	When will Jesus judge the nations?
When He comes to sit on His glorious throne after the
Great Tribulation and before His millennial reign.
2.	Who are the sheep and the goats?
The sheep are believers. The goats are unbelievers.
There are only two groups.
3.	Why are the righteous allowed to inherit the
kingdom?
God prepared it for them. Their salvation is a gracious
gift from God, not based on something they did. Rather,
their deeds are the manifestation of God’s grace in their
lives.
4.	Who is “the least of these my brothers”?
It refers to Christ’s people. It is not national Israel or
needy people in general.

DISCUSS

1.	What are some practical ways we can love the least
of Christ’s people this week?
2.	Discuss the differences between the sheep (saved)
and the goats (unsaved). See also Matthew 7:13–
27; 13:24–30, 47–50.

NEXT WEEK
God makes a promise
to Abram
Genesis 11:27–12:9

WEEK 8

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 8

DAY 1
READ

Genesis 11:27–32

God makes a promise to Abram
Genesis 11:27–12:9

Abram belonged to a chosen family • Genesis 11:27–32

ASK

1. What did the tower of Babel demonstrate
about the nature of sin?
The tower of Babel shows that people continued
The truth of Genesis 11:27–32
to sin after the days of Noah. The flood could not
A new story begins in Genesis 11:27. This story
wash away the stain of sin in the heart of man.
is about Terah’s descendants. Terah, Abram’s
2. Where did Abram live?
father, was from the line of Shem. God had
Abram lived in Ur of the Chaldeans and in Haran.
chosen to call a special people from the line
3. Why did God tell Abram to leave the city of
of Shem, and Jesus would one day be born
Ur?
in the line of Shem. Terah lived in Ur, then in
The people of Ur worshiped false gods called idols.
Haran, two cities that were centers of moon
God did not want Abram to be like those people.
worship. Terah himself was an idol worshiper
4. What were two obstacles to God’s blessing?
(Josh 24:2). God was the God of Shem, but He
Terah’s idolatry and Sarai’s barrenness.
was not the God of Terah. Terah’s idolatry was
not the only obstacle to God’s blessing. Sarai,
Abram’s wife, was barren, or unable to have
1. Discuss why God chose Abram. Was it because
children (11:30). This was a major problem:
of anything Abram had done?
how could a great nation and blessing come
2. Discuss how God uses problems to
from Abram if he had no children? God focuses
demonstrate the faith of His people.
on this problem to prove the faith of Abram and
Sarai and to demonstrate His power.

EXPLAIN

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

God called Abram • Genesis 12:1–3

READ

ASK

Genesis 12:1–3

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 12:1–3
The call begins with, “The LORD said,” not “God said.” It
uses the name LORD, or Yahweh, the name God uses
especially with His covenant people. This name reflects
God’s purpose to have a people for Himself, a people
who dwell with Him as His own. But before promising
any blessing, God first demanded faith. He required
Abram to leave his family and his country (12:1). God did
not even tell Abram where to go. He just told Abram to
leave his home and to trust that God would guide him to
the right place. Abram had to walk by faith, not by sight.
After commanding Abram to leave, God told him why:
in order to receive great blessing. A blessing is a gift that
is not earned. God promised: (1) to make Abram a great
nation; (2) to bless him; (3) to make his name great; (4) to
make him a blessing; (5) to bless those who bless him; (6)
to curse those who curse him; (7) to bless all the families
of the earth through him.

DAY 3

He obeyed God and traveled to a place he had never
seen.
4.	How would God bless Abram?
God would make Abram into a great nation.

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss why faith precedes blessing.
2.	Discuss the relationship between faith and works
(Eph 2:8–9; Jas 2:14–18).

God led Abram to a promised land • Genesis 12:4–9

READ

Genesis 12:4–9

EXPLAIN

1.	What did God call that place where Abram was to
go?
God called it “the land which I will show you” (Gen
12:1). This was going to be a special land for Abram and
his family.
2.	What did God tell Abram to do?
God told Abram to get out of his country, away from his
family and his father’s house.
3.	How did Abram demonstrate his faith?

The truth of Genesis 12:4–9
Abram’s journey was journey by faith: he was trusting
God. He walked by faith, not by sight. The pattern of
his journey was prayer, then progress, then prayer,
then progress. Twice he stopped to build an altar to
the LORD and worshiped Him. The word for altar
is “a place of slaughter.” Like Abel and Noah before

him, Abram communed with God by means of a blood
sacrifice. The first altar happened to be at Shechem
(12:6–7), which was right in the center of the territory
God was going to give him. In response to Abram’s
faith, God revealed the land that would belong to
Abram and his descendants, adding the land as one
more promise to the ones already given (12:7). Abram
exemplifies the man who believes God is good. He
believed that God loves to help and bless.

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 8

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What was the pattern of Abram’s journey?
Prayer, then progress.
2.	What happened when Abram arrived in the land of
Canaan?
God promised Abram that Canaan would belong to his
children.
3.	What did Abram do after God promised him the
land of Canaan?
Abram built an altar and worshiped God.

DAY 4

Abram obeyed God’s call by faith • Hebrews 11:8–10

READ

Hebrews 11:1–12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 11:8–10
Hebrews 11:1 gives two characteristics of faith. Faith
is characterized by: (1) confident assurance of things
hoped for; and (2) conviction of things not seen. This is
the kind of faith Abram had. Abram’s faith was marked
by a confident assurance of things hoped for. When
God called Abram, he immediately obeyed. He left his
homeland, friends, and pagan beliefs. God promised
the land to Abram, and Abram walked in the land God
had promised him, but he never owned it. Yet he had
confidence that He who promised was faithful, so
Abram waited, watched, and walked in faith. The secret
of Abram’s patience was his conviction of things not
seen, namely, the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise,
the heavenly land which he knew he would inherit.
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1.	How Abraham was justified (declared righteous)
before God (Gen 15:6).
2.	List several examples of God’s goodness in your life.

ASK
1.	What were the characteristics of Abram’s faith?
Confident assurance of things hoped for and conviction
of things not seen.
2.	How was Abram’s faith manifested?
Abram immediately obeyed God’s command.
3.	Did Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob permanently settle in
the land God promised them?
No.
4.	What city was Abram looking forward to?
Abraham was looking forward to the city whose
architect and builder is God, which is the New Jerusalem.

DISCUSS

1.	Is it possible to have faith without obedience?
2.	Describe the beauty of the New Jerusalem (Rev
21–22).

DAY 5

The New Covenant in Christ is superior • Galatians 3:15–22

READ

ASK

Galatians 3:15–22

EXPLAIN

The truth of Galatians 3:15–22
In Galatians 3:1–14, Paul proved that Abraham was
justified by faith and not by law. Paul’s adversaries may
have thought that the basis of salvation changed under
the Law of Moses, but the promise given to Abraham
was grounded in grace and required only faith
(3:17). Once ratified, a covenant is irrevocable and
unchangeable. God’s covenant with Abraham could
not be nullified by the passing of time. This covenant is
unchanging and the law given through Moses cannot
improve or change it. Thus the covenant of promise,
the New Covenant in Jesus, is superior to the Old
Covenant. The purpose of the Mosaic Law was, and
is, to drive men to despair over their sins so that they
might cry out to God for salvation (3:19).

1.	Who is Abraham’s seed?
Jesus. Every promise given to Abraham was fulfilled in
Jesus.
2.	How have men always been saved?
Men have always been saved by faith.
3.	Why is the covenant of promise superior?
The covenant of promise is superior because: (1) it was
confirmed as irrevocable and unchangeable (3:15); (2)
it was Christ-centered; (3) it came before the law; (4) it
is more complete.
4.	What is the purpose of the law?
The purpose of the law is: (1) to cause men to despair
over their sin; (2) to cause men to desire salvation.

DISCUSS

1.	List the covenants God made in order: Noahic
(Gen 9:8–17); Abrahamic (12:1–3); Mosaic
(Exod 19); Davidic (2 Sam 7:8–16); and the New (Jer
31:31–34; Ezek 37:26; Heb 8:7–13).
2.	Discuss which covenants were eternal and
unilateral (all but the Mosaic Covenant; cf.
Heb 9:8–13).

NEXT WEEK
Abraham and Sarah
doubt God
Genesis 16:1–6; 17:15–21;
18:1–15

WEEK 9

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 9

DAY 1

Abraham and Sarah doubt God
Genesis 16:1–6; 17:15–21; 18:1–15

Abraham and Sarah were impatient • Genesis 16:1–6

READ

Genesis 16:1–6

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 16:1–6
Abraham wondered how God would keep His promise.
God answered, revealing that Abraham would have a
son of his own to be the heir. Abraham believed God, and
God counted Abraham’s faith as righteousness (15:6).
But ten years passed and Abraham still had no son. So
Sarah offered her maid, Hagar, to Abraham to have a
child for her (16:2). This was not unusual in that time.
Ancient legal codes allowed a maid to have children for
her mistress. Without seeking God’s counsel, Abraham
had a child with Hagar. This action was not so much
an act of unbelief as it was an act of impatience, for
Abraham “did not waver in unbelief” (Rom 4:19–21).
Abraham knew that God would give him a son, but
God had not yet specified that the son would come
through Sarah. Abraham and Sarah’s sin made their
home miserable. Hagar despised Sarah (16:4), Abraham
shirked responsibility (16:5–6), and Sarah treated Hagar
harshly (16:6). This was not the way God planned to
provide a son.
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ASK
1. How were Abraham and Sarah
impatient with God’s promise?
Sarah suggested that Abraham marry
Hagar and have a son with her.
2. What happened in Abraham’s family
when Hagar found out that she was
going to have a baby?
Hagar and Sarah were mean to each
other.
3. Why were Abraham and Sarah wrong
to have a baby through Hagar?
Abraham and Sarah were not patient.
4. What were the consequences of
Abraham and Sarah’s sin?
Their home was full of conflict.

DISCUSS

1. List ways that we are impatient with
God’s promises.
2. Read Genesis 16:7–16. Describe
what happened to Hagar and Ishmael.

DAY 2

God strengthened Abraham’s faith • Genesis 17:15–21

READ

ASK

Genesis 17:15–21

1.	What was the promise that God gave to
Abraham?
God promised Abram many descendants. They
would number more than the stars in the sky.
2.	How did Abraham feel about God’s promise of a
son?
Abraham doubted that God could keep His promise,
because he didn’t think that he and Sarah could
have children.

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 17:15–21
God strengthened Abraham’s faith by making a covenant
with him (17:2). A covenant is an agreement between two
or more people, like a promise. God changed his name to
Abraham, which means “father of many” (17:5). God also
clarified exactly how Abraham’s descendants would come:
they would come through Sarah’s own son (17:16). Abraham
again suggested what he thought was a better plan: he asked
if Ishmael could be the one to fulfill the covenant (17:18).
God rejected Abraham’s plan, but He graciously chose to
bless Ishmael for Abraham’s sake (17:19–21). God proved
He was faithful. He was trustworthy, doing exactly what He
said He would when He promised to bless Abraham and
his descendants (12:2). At first Abraham had doubted: he
thought God might not be able to do what He said He would
do. But in the end Abraham responded in faith by obeying
God’s command for circumcision (17:23). God was causing
Abraham’s faith to grow, little by little.

DAY 3

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss why it’s wrong to doubt God.
2.	Consider what the following passages have to
say about God’s faithfulness: Deuteronomy
7:9; Psalm 36:5; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2
Thessalonians 3:3; and Hebrews 10:23.

God strengthened Sarah’s faith • Genesis 18:1–15

READ

Genesis 18:1–15

EXPLAIN

3.	Who did God promise would bear Abraham a
son?
God promised that Sarah would have a son (17:16).
4. How did Abraham demonstrate his faith in God?
He obeyed God’s command for circumcision (17:23).

The truth of Genesis 18:1–15
Abraham and Sarah had grown in faith. They realized
that their plans with Hagar and Ishmael were
wrong, and they didn’t question God’s rejection of
Ishmael as the covenant son (17:21–22). To continue
strengthening their growing faith, God revealed when
the child would be born. He would be born within one
year (18:10). Just as He did with Abraham and Sarah,

God often tests His people by revealing details only
after teaching them to trust Him. Thankfully, God
does not wait for us to be perfect. When God revealed
when the child would be born, Sarah laughed; she still
did not understand how she could have a child now
that she was so old (18:12). Sarah still needed to grow
in faith. God’s response to Sarah is a lesson for all
people in every age of history: “Is anything too difficult
for the LORD?” (18:14). Nothing is too difficult for
God. He is omnipotent: He is able to do just as He
pleases (Ps 115:3).
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 9

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What should Sarah have done to solve the problem
of having no children?
Sarah should have trusted God’s promise.
2.	How did Sarah feel about God’s promise of a son?
Sarah doubted God and laughed at the promise.
3.	Why did Sarah laugh?
Sarah laughed because she and Abraham were too old
to have a baby.
4.	How did God respond?
God strengthened her faith by reminding her that
nothing is too difficult for the LORD.

DAY 4

Salvation comes by divine power • Romans 4:18–25

READ

Romans 4:18–25

EXPLAIN

The truth of Romans 4:18–25
Abraham is the supreme Old Testament example of
saving faith. He is the spiritual father of both believing
Jews (4:12) and believing Gentiles (4:11). Abraham
believed, “in hope against hope”, trusting in God even
though God’s promise, from the human perspective,
seemed impossible (4:18). His faith prevented him
from becoming discouraged by his own physical
weaknesses. Even the deadness of Sarah’s womb did
not weaken his faith (4:19). Rather, he grew strong
in his faith, giving glory to God (4:20). He believed
that God’s promise was certain, and His power was
sufficient (4:21). God’s response to Abraham’s faith
was to graciously reckon it to him as righteousness
(4:22). The Lord took the faith that He had given
Abraham and counted it as divine righteousness. Faith
does not merit salvation but receives it from God.
Believers are saved the same way today—by faith in
God.
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1.	Since God is able to do just as He pleases, what are
some ways your family can trust Him this week?
2.	Discuss what the following passages teach about
God’s omnipotence: Job 42:1–2; Isaiah 43:13;
Jeremiah 32:27; Daniel 4:35; and Matthew 19:26).

ASK
1.	Why is Abraham the supreme Old Testament
example of faith?
He is the spiritual father of both Jews and Gentiles.
2.	What does “hope against hope” mean?
It means that Abraham believed in God’s promise even
though it seemed impossible.
3.	How does Abraham illustrate justification by faith?
Abraham believed God, and God credited his faith as
righteousness (4:22).
4.	How are believers saved today?
Through faith, just like Abraham.

DISCUSS

1.	List and describe some modern day examples of
unwavering faith in God.
2.	Discuss how a believer demonstrates his faith in
Jesus by works (Eph 2:10; Jas 2:18–20).

DAY 5

Abraham saw Jesus’ day and rejoiced • John 8:48–59

READ

ASK

John 8:48–59

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 8:48–59
Jesus’ enemies considered themselves to be the
children of Abraham. But Jesus declared that they
were actually children of Satan (8:44). They, like their
father the devil, were liars, murders and enemies of
God (8:44–47). However, Jesus said that anyone who
keeps His word would never see death (8:51). The
Jews knew that even Abraham and the prophets died
(8:52). Therefore, they ridiculed Jesus, accusing Him
of claiming to be someone He was not (8:53). Jesus
responded by declaring that they did not know God
(8:54). Jesus then declared that Abraham had rejoiced
to see His day, seeing in his son Isaac the beginning
of God’s fulfillment of the covenant (Gen 12:1–3;
15:1–21; 17:1–8). When Jesus’ enemies objected to
His statement, He told them that “before Abraham
was born, I am” (8:57–58). Jesus claimed to be greater
than Abraham, because He existed before Abraham.
Jesus declared Himself to be Yahweh, the Lord of the
Old Testament. The Jews understood that Jesus was
claiming to be God, and picked up stones to stone Him
(8:59).

1.	Who was the father of the Jewish leaders?
Their father was the devil. A son manifests his father’s
characteristics. Their failure to believe in Jesus as the
Messiah meant they were of Satan.
2.	How did Abraham see Jesus’ day?
Abraham saw in the continuing seed of the promised
son, Isaac, the beginning of God’s fulfilling of the
covenant that would culminate in Abraham’s ultimate
seed, Jesus.
3.	What are the characteristics of a true child of
Abraham?
Having faith in Jesus like Abraham, since he rejoiced to
see Jesus’ day.
4.	Did the Jews understand that Jesus was claiming to
be God?
Yes. That is why they wanted to stone Him (8:59).

DISCUSS

1.	Explain how Jesus was born after Abraham yet also
existed before him.
2.	Discuss how Abraham saw Jesus’ day (Heb 11:13–
16).

NEXT WEEK
God judges Sodom
and Gomorrah
Genesis 18:16–19:29

WEEK 10

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 10

DAY 1

God judges Sodom and Gomorrah
Genesis 18:16–19:29

God taught Abraham justice • Genesis 18:16–33

READ

Genesis 18:16–33

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 18:16–33
God chose to include Sodom and Gomorrah in
Abraham’s story so that Abraham could teach his
children to be just, or blameless, as God is just. Even
though God already knows all, He investigates and
does not judge carelessly. He illustrates the principle
of requiring two witnesses by sending the two angels
(Gen 18:22; cf. Deut 19:15). After the angels leave,
God allows Abraham to come near and question Him
(18:22–23). God allows Abraham to be the crossexaminer, giving him the opportunity to investigate
God. So Abraham questions God to confirm that
God is indeed the “judge of all the earth” who deals
justly (18:25). God punishes the wicked and spares
the righteous. The wicked are those who are evil and
do not obey God’s law, while the righteous are those
who are blameless and obey God’s law. God’s justice
also includes mercy. Even if only ten righteous men
lived in the cities below, God would spare entire cities
(18:32).
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ASK
1. Who did Abraham want to save in
Sodom?
Abraham’s nephew, Lot, and his family
living in Sodom.
2. How did God feel about what the people
in Sodom and Gomorrah were doing?
God was very angry with them because they
had greatly disobeyed Him.
3. Why did God allow Abraham to question
Him?
God let Abraham question Him in order to
show what it means to be a just judge.
4. Who are the “wicked”?
Those who are evil and do not obey God’s
law.

DISCUSS

1. Define the meaning of “just”.
2. Discuss how God is just in all His ways
(Deut 32:4–6; Dan 4:34–37;
Rev 15:2–4).

DAY 2

The cities deserved punishment • Genesis 19:1–11

ASK

READ

Genesis 19:1–11

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 19:1–11
Despite his poor choice to live in a wicked place, Lot
still practiced righteousness. But instead of hospitably
caring for the strangers, the Sodomites desired to
abuse the strangers for their own wicked pleasure. The
angels should have been safe to spend the night in the
town square just inside the city gate. But the men of
Sodom were thoroughly corrupt. Every male, whether
young or old, participated in this evil (19:4). They
violated not only hospitality, but also God’s design for
marriage. The men of Sodom refused to listen to Lot.
The mob physically attacked Lot, and even after the
angels rescued Lot and blinded the mob, the wicked
men would not give up their desire to sin until they
were thoroughly exhausted (19:9–11). The verdict was
clear: Sodom, and its neighboring cities, deserved to be
destroyed. There were not even 10 righteous people in
Sodom. God was just to destroy them with fire.

DAY 3

The wicked men of Sodom wanted to hurt the angels.
4.	Were there even 10 righteous in Sodom?
No.

DISCUSS

1.	How God has defined marriage (Gen 2:24;
Mal 2:14–16).
2.	Discuss how sin is a turning away from what is right
(Ps 125:5; Jude 1:4).

God saved Lot and destroyed the cities • Genesis 19:12–29

READ

Genesis 19:12–19

EXPLAIN

1.	Why did Lot make a poor choice by deciding to live
in Sodom?
Sodom was a city full of evil men who disobeyed God.
2.	What did Lot say to the angels who came to visit
him?
Lot asked them to come into his house instead of
staying in the town square.
3.	What happened to the angels when they went to
Sodom?

The truth of Genesis 19:12–19
Lot was a righteous man (2 Pet 2:7), but he was not
the unwavering man of faith that Abraham was (Gen
19). Lot was willing to let his own daughters be abused
and killed. When he tried to warn his sons-in-law, they
thought he was joking (19:14). They were not used
to Lot speaking so urgently about righteousness. Lot

was saved only because God, in His compassion, sent
the angels to force him to leave. Compassion is feeling
bad for someone who is hurt. After leaving, Lot still
wavered, complaining that the escape was too difficult
(19:19). Again God was merciful and allowed Lot to
escape to Zoar. God is merciful in His justice, but His
justice is still perfectly just. The cities burned with
fire from heaven. God had taught Abraham what it
meant to be just (19:27–29). God exemplified justice
as a compassionate judge, and God showed the severe
consequences of sin.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 10

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What did the angels tell Lot they were going to do?
The angels told Lot that they were going to destroy the city
because of its sin.
2.	What happened to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah?
God destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah—nothing
in them remained alive.
3.	Why did God save Lot?
Because God is merciful in His justice. God was merciful and
allowed Lot to escape to Zoar.
4.	What did Abraham learn about God?
That God is just. God is merciful but severely punishes sin.
This was the lesson Abraham was to teach to his children.

DAY 4

The Lord knows how to rescue the godly • 2 Peter 2:4–9

READ

2 Peter 2:4–9

EXPLAIN

The truth of 2 Peter 2:4–9
God is serious about the truth, and He is hostile to
those who distort it. False teachers will face eternal
judgment. God decreed it long ago (2:3b). God is a just
judge. When certain fallen angels possessed mortal
men and married women (Gen 6:1–4; Jude 6), God
did not spare them; rather, he severely and swiftly
judged them. These angels were imprisoned and are
awaiting their final sentencing and execution (2:4). In
the days of Noah, God punished the ungodly but saved
Noah (2:5). God condemned Sodom and Gomorrah,
reducing the cities to ash as an example to the ungodly
(2:6). But God saved Lot (2:7). Peter calls Lot righteous
three times, in stark contrast to those around him.
From this, Peter concludes: (1) God knows how to
rescue the godly (2:9a); and (2) knows how to keep the
unrighteous for judgment (2:9b). Thus, believers have
nothing to fear in this life and can be comforted that
God is a just God.
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1.	God hates the wicked (Ps 5).
2.	God can save the worst sinner (1 Cor 6:9–11;
Eph 2:1–10; 1 Tim 1:15–16).

ASK
1.	What three accounts of God’s justice did Peter use
from the book of Genesis?
(1) The case of the fallen angels; (2) the case of the days
of Noah; and (3) the case of Sodom and Gomorrah.
2.	How does God demonstrate His justice and His
mercy in judgment?
God destroys the ungodly because of their wickedness,
but He saves the righteous because of His grace.
3.	What did Peter conclude?
God knows how to rescue the godly and how to judge the
wicked.
4.	Why did Peter cite these examples?
To comfort the believers.

DISCUSS

1.	Read Psalms 16 and 17. List some prayers you can
pray this week from these psalms.
2.	In light of Psalms 16 and 17, is God able to save the
righteous? How does God save the righteous?

DAY 5

Jesus will one day punish with eternal fire • Jude 5–7

READ

ASK

Jude 1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Jude 5–7
Jude uses three well known Old Testament acts of
apostasy to illustrate the condemnation reserved
for false teachers (cf. Jude 4). He first mentions the
apostasy of Israel (5), whom God powerfully rescued
out of Egyptian bondage (Exod 12:51; Deut 4:34),
only to have them respond in unbelief and rebellion
(Num 13:25–14:4). God judged Israel, causing them
to wander in the wilderness for 38 years while that
entire generation died outside the promised land (Num
14:22–30, 35). Next, Jude mentions the apostasy of
fallen angels (6), who possessed the bodies of men and
took women as wives (Gen 6:1–3). God has put these
angels in bondage until “the judgment of the great day”
when all demons and Satan will be judged and forever
consigned to the lake of fire (Matt 25:41; Rev 20:10).
Lastly, like the fallen angels, the inhabitants of Sodom
and Gomorrah were guilty of perverting God’s design
for human relationships (7). God’s judgment of these
cities with a consuming fire was only a preview of the
fire that can never be quenched in eternal hell (cf. Matt
3:12; Rev 19:20; 20:14–15; 21:8).

1.	What three examples of apostasy did Jude refer to?
Jude references: (1) the apostate Israelites; (2) the
apostate angels; (3) the apostate cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah.
2.	How do these examples illustrate Jesus’ judgment?
The wicked will be destroyed, eternally sentenced, and
judged with eternal fire, hell.
3.	Will false teachers be judged more strictly?
Yes, because teaching God’s word has eternal
consequences (Jas 3:1).
4.	How should believers respond to the fact that Jesus
will one day punish with eternal fire?
Believers should pursue godliness in their own lives,
warn others, show mercy to others, and hate sin (Jude
21–23).

DISCUSS

1.	Describe other examples of apostasy recorded in
the Bible.
2.	Discuss God’s final punishment for sin (Rev 20:11–
15; cf. Matt 3:10–12; 7:15–27; 25:41–46).

NEXT WEEK
God sends baby Isaac
Genesis 21:1–14

WEEK 11

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 11

DAY 1

God sends baby Isaac
Genesis 21:1–14

Abraham and Sarah received Isaac by faith • Genesis 21:1–7

READ

Genesis 21:1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 21:1–7
God is faithful (Deut 7:9) and sovereign (Dan 2:21).
He is also omnipotent, powerful to do whatever
He pleases (Jer 32:27). God makes good promises
and keeps them according to His perfect plan.
Instead of doubting as at previous times, Abraham
and Sarah responded with whole-hearted faith:
they trusted, believed, and followed God. Abraham
acknowledged God as the giver by obediently
naming his son Isaac (21:3; cf. 17:21). Abraham
obeyed by circumcising Isaac on the eighth day,
performing a special surgery that was the sign of
God’s covenant (21:4; cf. 17:12). Sarah responded
by faith by crediting God as the source of her joy
(21:6). In fact, the name Isaac means “he laughs.”
Sarah’s laughter is meant to recall the time when
she laughed in doubt (18:12), showing that Sarah
joyfully acknowledged that she had been wrong
to doubt. She also showed that she believed in the
whole of God’s promise (21:6; 12:2–3).
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ASK
1. Who was the special baby God promised to
Abraham?
Isaac.
2. Why was Isaac’s birth a miracle?
Sarah was too old to have a baby.
3. What did Abraham and Sarah do after Isaac
was born?
Abraham made a great feast for everyone
(21:8). He rejoiced that he had a son from
Sarah.
4. What did Sarah tell Abraham to do?
Sarah told Abraham to “cast out this
bondwoman and her son” (21:10). Abraham
did not like what Sarah said, but God told
Abraham to listen to Sarah.

DISCUSS

1. Read the following verses together and
consider God’s faithfulness: Deuteronomy
7:9 and Lamentations 3:22–23. Sing Great is
Thy Faithfulness together as a family.
2. Compare and contrast the miraculous births
of Isaac, John the Baptist, and Jesus.

DAY 2

Abraham sent Ishmael away by faith • Genesis 21:8–14

READ

ASK

Genesis 21:8–14

EXPLAIN

The truth of Gen 21:8–14
Unfortunately, not everyone rejoiced with Sarah over the
birth of her son. Ishmael made fun of Isaac. He mocked, or
laughed in a mean way, making fun of Isaac. Sarah responded
by urging Abraham to drive Ishmael and Hagar away (21:10).
This seems like a harsh reaction to teenage teasing, but
there is a much bigger picture. First, Ishmael and Hagar
represented human efforts to secure God’s promise (Gal
4:22–31). When Abraham sent them away in spite of his
love for Ishmael, he demonstrated his trust in God to fulfill
the promise. Second, when Ishmael mocked Isaac, and when
Hagar despised Sarah (16:4), they made themselves enemies
of the covenant, God’s promise. There is no blessing apart
from the blessing through Abraham, for those who curse the
line of Abraham will be cursed (12:2–3). Hagar and Ishmael
brought their own punishment upon themselves. Third,
Abraham only sent Ishmael away once he knew God would
care for his son. God did just that by preserving Ishmael’s life
and making him strong (21:19–20).

DAY 3

that Isaac, not Hagar’s son, would receive God’s
covenant promise.
4.	Do you think that God took care of Hagar and
her son?
Yes, God took care of them because God is
faithful, and He promised to make Ishmael great
for Abraham’s sake (21:13).

DISCUSS

1.	Talk about the consequences of impatience.
2.	Discuss what will happen to those who
reject Jesus, Abraham’s seed (John 3:36; Rev
20:11–15).

Sarah was able to have a child by faith • Hebrews 11:11–12

READ

Hebrews 11:11–12

EXPLAIN

1.	How did Ishmael react to the birth of Isaac?
He treated Isaac badly.
2.	Where were Ishmael and Hagar sent?
They were sent into the wilderness, but God still
took care of them.
3.	Why did God tell Abraham to listen to what
Sarah had said?
God told Abraham, “In Isaac your seed shall be
called” (21:12). God wanted Abraham to know

The truth of Hebrews 11:11–12
Hebrews 11:1 gives two characteristics of faith:
(1) confident assurance of things hoped for; and
(2) conviction of things not seen. This is the kind of
faith Sarah had. Faith sees the invisible, hears the
inaudible, touches the intangible, and accomplishes the
impossible. The book of Genesis does not picture Sarah

as having much faith in God. She had been barren her
whole life, yet Abraham, her husband, was promised a
son. She persuaded Abraham to have a son by Hagar,
and her impatience was costly. Sarah later laughed at
God’s promise of a son (Gen 18:12). Although her faith
was weak at times, it grew steadily. Her faith continued
to grow to the point that it was characterized by
confident assurance and conviction. Sarah’s faith
was in God even though the things promised seemed
impossible.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 11

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	What two things characterized Sarah’s faith?
(1) Confident assurance of things hoped for; and (2)
conviction of things not seen.
2.	Who did Sarah have faith in?
God. She believed that God would accomplish the
things He had promised.
3.	Did Sarah grow in her faith?
Yes.
4.	How did Sarah grow in her faith?
She learned to trust God’s methods and to wait for
God’s timing.

DAY 4

Ishmael and Isaac portray two ways • Galatians 4:21–27

READ

Galatians 4:21–27

EXPLAIN

The truth of Galatians 4:21–27
In this passage, Paul continues to contrast grace
and law, faith and works, using the births of Ishmael
and Isaac to illustrate what he has been teaching:
the law itself teaches that salvation has never been
by works. Abraham had two sons: Ishmael, the son
of Sarah’s Egyptian maid Hagar (Gen 16:1–16), and
Isaac, Sarah’s son (Gen 21:1–7). Ishmael, son of the
slave, represents the flesh (human effort). Isaac, son
of the free woman, represents promise (divine effort).
Ishmael’s birth came about because of selfish desires
and the fulfillment of human means. Isaac’s birth was
through the promise. He was supernaturally conceived
when God enabled Abraham and Sarah to have a
child. Ishmael’s birth represents man’s way, the way
of religious self-effort and works righteousness. But
Isaac’s birth represents God’s way, the way of faith
and God’s imputed righteousness. One is the way of
legalism and the other is the way of grace. Ishmael
symbolizes those who trust in their own works, while
Isaac symbolizes those who trust in the work of Jesus.
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1.	As a family, define “faith”. List other examples of faith
recorded in the Bible.
2.	Discuss how the faithfulness of God encourages our
faith in Him.

ASK
1.	Why did Paul use the story of Abraham’s family?
To illustrate the difference between law and grace.
2.	What do Ishmael and Isaac represent?
Hagar represents the flesh (human effort), and Sarah
represents promise (divine effort).
3.	Which son pictures the way of biblical salvation?
Isaac, the son of promise.

DISCUSS

1.	Compare the different circumstances surrounding
the births of Ishmael and Isaac.
2.	Explain that salvation is only through faith (Gal 2:16;
3:10–14; 21–22).

DAY 5

Jesus has set believers free • Galatians 4:28–5:1

READ

ASK

Galatians 4:28–5:1

EXPLAIN

The truth of Galatians 4:28–5:1
Believers are spiritual descendants of Sarah and Isaac,
and like them, must live by faith. Every believer is
supernaturally conceived, being the offspring of God’s
promise to Abraham fulfilled in Christ. Like Isaac,
believers can expect persecution by those who are
born according to the flesh. And like Isaac, believers
will receive an inheritance that the spiritual children
of Hagar will not. Paul emphatically states that God’s
purpose for redemption is for the freedom of the
believer. Jesus has set believers free from the power of
the law through His death and resurrection. Therefore,
believers are to keep standing firm in the faith and are
not to subject themselves again to the law. Like a beast
of burden that is loosed from pulling a plow, we should
not seek to be subjected again to the yoke of slavery,
which is the law.

1.	How are believers children of promise?
Believers are the recipients of God’s redemptive
promises because they are spiritual heirs of Abraham.
2.	How did Ishmael treat Isaac?
Ishmael mocked Isaac, illustrating that unbelievers
have always persecuted believers.
3.	What does the casting out of Hagar and Ishmael
illustrate?
It illustrates the casting out of God’s presence those
who are attempting to be justified by human effort.
4.	How should a believer behave since he has been set
free?
He should stand firm in faith, unburdened by the
pursuit of self-righteousness.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe the recipients of God’s redemptive
promises.
2.	Identify which son you most closely resemble:
Ishmael, who represents human effort, or Isaac,
who represents divine effort?

NEXT WEEK
God tests Abraham
Genesis 22:1–19

WEEK 12

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 12

DAY 1
READ

Genesis 22:1–2

God tests Abraham
Genesis 22:1–19

God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac • Genesis 22:1–2

ASK

1. Why did God ask Abraham to sacrifice
Isaac as a burnt offering?
To test Abraham in order to prove that his
faith was real.
The truth of Genesis 22:1–2
2. Did God really want Abraham to kill Isaac?
God brought the most difficult test to Abraham to
No. He wanted to reveal Abraham’s supreme
prove that his faith was real. God tested Abraham
love for God.
by asking him to present his only son Isaac as a burnt
3.
How long did Abraham wait before he
offering, to kill him as a sacrifice burned up on the
obeyed God’s command?
altar to please God. Later, God would reveal how
Not long. He obeyed God immediately—even
much He hates human sacrifice (Lev 18:21; Deut
though it was difficult.
12:31), so God never desired Isaac to be killed. This
4.
What is special about how God described
was a test of Abraham’s faith. This test was very
Isaac?
hard for two reasons. First, Abraham loved Isaac
God described Abraham’s son, Isaac, as “your
very much, since Genesis 22:2 emphasizes “your
son,” “your only son,” and the one “whom you
son, your only son, whom you love.” God is a jealous
love.” Isaac was very precious to Abraham.
God: He does not share His glory with anyone or
anything. God was testing him: did Abraham love
Isaac more than God? Second, God had promised
in Genesis 12 that Abraham would become a great 1. Describe what it means that God is a
nation. He repeatedly promised that this nation
jealous God (Exod 34:14; Isa 18:11b; Matt
would come through Isaac. Abraham had to choose
22:37).
between taking Isaac and the entire promise into his 2. Discuss the degree to which one must love
own hands or giving both Isaac and the promise up
God (Matt 19:16–23; 1 John 4:20–21).
to God’s control.

EXPLAIN

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

Abraham obeyed God and trusted Him • Genesis 22:3–10

READ

ASK

Genesis 22:3–10

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 22:3–10
Abraham believed and obeyed, doing exactly what God told
him to do. He did not doubt, argue, or delay, as he had at other
times when he was growing in his faith (17:18). Faith always
produces this kind of obedience, and it is wrong for anyone to
say that he has faith when he does not habitually obey God
(Jas 2:14–26). Abraham believed that both he and Isaac would
return to the servants (22:5), he believed that God would
provide the lamb (22:8), and he believed that if he killed Isaac
God would raise him from the dead (Heb 11:17–19). Abraham
had no doubt that God would find a way to make a great nation
from Isaac. Because of his age and his question in Genesis 22:7,
it seems likely that Isaac was aware of what was going on, and
he could have resisted as Abraham began to prepare him for
death. His submission is a picture of the willing submission of
Jesus (Isa 53:7), just as Abraham is a picture of God’s willing
sacrifice of His only Son (John 3:16).

DAY 3

to show that Abraham loved God more than
anything else, even his promised son, Isaac.

DISCUSS

1.	List some of the ways Abraham obeyed God in
this passage.
2.	Discuss how faith produces obedience (Acts
5:32; Rom 1:5; 2:8; 16:26).

God provided a substitute sacrifice • Genesis 22:11–19

READ

Genesis 22:11–19

EXPLAIN

1.	Who was Isaac, and what was special about
him?
He was Abraham’s promised son.
2.	What did Abraham believe God could do if he
killed Isaac?
Abraham believed that God could raise Isaac from
the dead.
3.	Why did God test Abraham?
God tested Abraham to reveal his faith and

The truth of Genesis 22:11–19
After Abraham made all the preparations, he lifted
his knife to kill his only son whom he loved. At that
moment, his faith was fully proved. God already knew
his faith, because God knows all things and knows the
heart. So when God says, “now I know” (22:12), He
means not that He has learned something new but
that He has proved this by actual experience. Also,
Abraham, Isaac, and all who hear this story are now

sure that Abraham’s faith (which is also called “fear” of
God) was real. Once Abraham proved this, the angel of
the LORD stopped him. He spared Isaac and provided a
substitute to take Isaac’s place. This story is about God
providing salvation to those who trust Him, and He
provides salvation by means of a substitute sacrifice,
killing an animal or person in the place of another. God
provided substitute sacrifices during the Passover
(Exod 12:12–13) and at Mt Sinai (13:12–13), and all of
these substitute sacrifices look forward to Jesus, the
Lamb of God, who is the perfect substitute sacrifice for
sinners (1 Pet 1:18–19; 2 Cor 5:21).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 12

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	Did Abraham trust God and pass the test? How?
Yes. He was obedient to God.
2.	What was God’s test for Abraham?
God told Abraham to offer his son as a burnt offering.
3.	How did God provide for Abraham?
He spared Isaac and provided a ram, a substitute, to
take Isaac’s place.
4.	What did the angel guarantee to Abraham because
he did not withhold Isaac?
The angel reiterated the Abrahamic Covenant. He also
told Abraham, “In your seed, all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed.”

DAY 4

Abraham offered up Isaac by faith • Hebrews 11:17–19

READ

Hebrews 11:1–19

EXPLAIN

The truth of Hebrews 11:17–19
Abraham was confident of things hoped for and certain
of things not seen (11:1). He had biblical faith. Though
the thought of sacrificing Isaac must have grieved
Abraham, he remained steadfast in his faith, trusting
God to fulfill his promise through Isaac. Abraham
believed that if God allowed him to carry out the
command to sacrifice Isaac, then God would raise Isaac
from the dead in order to keep His promise. Abraham’s
obedience demonstrated his faith, and God provided
a substitute. Abraham demonstrated the five pillars of
faith: (1) its pilgrimage, in separation from the world;
(2) its patience, in waiting for God to work; (3) its
power, in doing the impossible; (4) its positiveness, in
focusing on God’s eternal promise; and (5) its proof, in
obedient sacrifice.
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1.	Consider other passages that refer to a
substitute: Exodus 12:3–13 and Isaiah 53:5.
2.	Explain why there must be a sacrifice for sin (Lev
17:11; Heb 9:22).

ASK
1.	Was Isaac the only son of Abraham?
No. Abraham had another son, Ishmael, through Hagar,
but they had been cast out. Isaac was Abraham’s unique
son, the son of promise.
2.	Did Abraham believe Isaac was the son of promise?
Yes. He believed God would provide a sacrifice (Gen
22:8) or raise Isaac from the dead (Heb 11:19). Abraham
had grown in faith, and his faith was demonstrated by
obedience.
3.	How was Abraham’s faith manifested?
Abraham immediately obeyed God’s commands in spite
of what he might have felt.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe how Abraham’s faith grew over the course
of his life.
2.	Explain how Isaac also demonstrated faith and
obedience.

DAY 5

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away sin • John 1:29

READ

ASK

John 1:19–37

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 1:29
John the Baptist preached a message of repentance,
calling the people to prepare their hearts for the
Messiah. One day as John was baptizing in the
Jordan River, Jesus came. When John saw Jesus, he
immediately exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!” (1:9). Throughout
Israel’s history, God had revealed that sin could only be
removed by a blood sacrifice (Lev 17:11). He also made
it clear that none of those sacrifices were sufficient
to permanently remove sin (Isa 1:11). The coming
Messiah was likened to “a lamb led to slaughter” (Isa
53:7). He would be the ultimate sacrifice for the sin of
the world. His death would be sufficient for all people
without distinction (1 John 2:2). His death would be
sufficient for the sins of everyone (John 3:16; 1 Tim
2:6). However, not everyone will believe and be saved
(Matt 7:13–14).

1.	How did John use the expression, “the Lamb of
God”?
He used the expression as a reference to the ultimate
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to atone for the sins of the
world.
2.	For whom did Christ die?
His sacrifice for sin potentially reaches all human beings
without distinction but its effect is only for those who
receive Christ.
3.	Will everybody be saved?
No. Only those who trust in Jesus.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe how Jesus is the Lamb of God (Isa 53:7; 1
Cor 5:7b; 1 Pet 1:18–19).
2.	Read Revelation 5 and discuss how this portion of
Scripture reveals the Lamb of God.

NEXT WEEK
God chooses Jacob
over Esau
Genesis 25:21–34; 27:1–28:5

WEEK 13

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 13

DAY 1

God chooses Jacob over Esau
Genesis 25:21–34; 27:1–28:5

God chose Jacob before his birth • Genesis 25:21–24

READ

Genesis 21:1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 21:1–7
Even before birth, there was an obstacle to God’s
plan. Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, was barren (25:21),
and this barrenness lasted twenty years (25:20,
26). Isaac seems to have learned from his father’s
mistake. Instead of seeking a human solution, Isaac
prayed for his wife, and God answered (25:21).
Even though there were twins in Rebekah’s
womb, God chose only one of them to carry on
the covenant, or special promise, He had made to
Abraham (25:23). Even though the custom was
for the older son to become the family leader, God
chose the younger son. God did not just look into
the future and see this; it was His choice (Rom
9:11–13). Even though it is hard to understand,
God is the one who chooses which people He will
save (9:15–18), and He makes this decision even
before birth (Eph 1:4). This choice is called election.
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ASK
1. What were the names of Isaac and
Rebekah’s twin boys, and what were they
like?
Esau had lots of red hair and loved to hunt.
Jacob was quiet and liked to cook.
2. What did God tell Rebekah about her
sons?
God told Rebekah that each son would be
the father of a nation. One son would be
stronger than the other, and the older son
would serve the younger.
3. Which child was supposed to receive the
blessing and why?
Jacob was to receive the blessing because
God had chosen him over Esau.

DISCUSS

1. Discuss how God chose Jacob (Rom
9:11–13; Eph 1:4)
2. Discuss why God chose Jacob (Rom
9:15–18; Eph 1:4).

DAY 2

The family was divided over God’s plan • Genesis 25:25–34; 27:1–24

READ

ASK

Genesis 25:25–34; 27:1–24

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 25:25–34; 27:1–24
Unfortunately, Isaac resisted God’s plan. As the leader of the
family, he should have led according to God’s choice of Jacob.
Instead, he liked Esau better (Gen 25:28). Rebekah clung to
God’s promise to bless the younger son, but she did so through
deceit and lack of submission to her husband (27:5–17). Esau
rejected the covenant blessing, selling his birthright, his special
role as the firstborn, for a bowl of stew (25:33). He despised the
covenant (25:34), so he lost the salvation that comes through the
covenant (Heb 12:16–17). Jacob received the covenant because
God chose him and he valued the covenant. Even though he was
immature and deceptive, he pursued what was truly valuable
(25:29–34). For his faith he would receive the covenant; for his
deceit, his lies, he would suffer much pain. Each member of the
family contributed to its division—a father leading in the wrong
direction, a mother at odds with the father, a godless son, and a
deceptive son—things did not look good for God’s covenant.

DAY 3

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss why it was right for Jacob to desire
the covenant blessing but wrong to get it
through deception.
2.	Discuss the fact that even though God
chooses man is still responsible to believe
(Rom 10:9–13).

God overcame sin to bless Jacob • Genesis 27:25–33; 28:4

READ

Genesis 27:25–33; 28:4

EXPLAIN

1.	What did Esau trade Jacob?
Esau traded his birthright.
2.	Why did Esau sell his birthright to Jacob?
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob because
he was hungry. But Esau also despised the
covenant.
3.	Who did Isaac want to bless?
Esau, even though he had despised the
birthright.

The truth of Genesis 27:25–33; 28:4
Although God is faithful to fulfill His promises when we
do what is right, He is even able to use sinful actions to
accomplish His plan (50:20). So He used Jacob’s lies to
cause Isaac to give Jacob the blessing (27:25–29). The
blessing was a prayer for good things, asking God to give
Jacob prosperity and leadership over his brothers. The
blessing repeated God’s promise to Abraham, showing

that Jacob was the one to carry on the Abrahamic
blessing (12:3). Isaac thought he was blessing Esau.
When Esau came in Isaac trembled violently (27:30–
33), and for good reason. He realized his own plan
had been shattered, but he also realized what he had
almost done: he had almost violated God’s plan for
the covenant. Only God’s sovereign intervention had
prevented him. After 77 years of resisting, Isaac finally
accepted God’s plan (27:33). Later Isaac confirmed his
faith, when he blessed Jacob before Jacob left to go
stay with Laban (28:3–4; cf. Heb 11:20).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 13

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What did Rebekah and Jacob do when they
heard that Isaac was going to bless Esau?
They tricked Isaac into thinking that Jacob was
Esau.
2.	Did Isaac believe that Jacob was Esau?
Yes. Isaac gave Jacob the blessing, thinking he was
Esau.
3.	How did Jacob get the family blessing?
Jacob wore Esau’s clothes and put goat hair on his
arms.

DAY 4

The family suffered because of their sin • Genesis 27:34–28:5

READ

Genesis 27:34–28:5

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 27:34–28:5
Even though God is able to use sin to accomplish His
good plan, it is never wise to sin. Each member of the
family suffered in a way that fit their sin. Esau despised
the birthright, so he lost the blessing (27:34–40).
Isaac failed to lead his family, so he suffered a divided
home. His own wife deceived him, Jacob deceived him,
and now Esau was determined to kill Jacob (27:41).
Rebekah secretly schemed for Jacob’s sake, so she had
to send Jacob away (27:42–45). She never saw her
beloved son for the rest of her life, nor did she get to
see and enjoy her many grandchildren. Even though
Jacob carried on the Abrahamic covenant, he suffered
terribly for his lies. First, he had to flee far from his
family because Esau wanted to kill him (28:1–5). But
the pain did not stop there. Just as he was a deceiver,
so he was deceived. Laban deceived him (31:41), and
his own sons deceived him so that Jacob considered his
life short and bitter (37:33; 47:9).
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1.	Describe the sin of each character in this story. (Isaac
wanted to bless Esau. Rebekah was at odds with
Isaac. Esau was ungodly. Jacob was deceptive).
2.	Read Revelation 19:11–20:10 and discuss how God
will ultimately defeat sin.

ASK
1.	Why is it never wise to sin?
Because sin offends God and has painful consequences.
2.	How did Rebekah suffer because of her sin?
She never saw Jacob for the rest of her life and never met
her many grandchildren.
3.	Name two consequences of the family’s sin?
The family was divided both spiritually and physically.
Esau hated Jacob and wanted to kill him. Jacob went to
live with Laban, his mother’s brother.

DISCUSS

1.	List some of the consequences of sin in your own
family.
2.	Discuss the universal truth that “whatever one
sows, that will he also reap” (Gal 6:7–8; Job 4:8; Prov
1:31–33; Hos 8:7 ;10:12).

DAY 5

Jesus gives living water, eternal life • John 4:11–15

READ

ASK

John 4:1–26

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 4:11–15
The Jews disdained Samaria and would avoid traveling
through this region at all costs. But Jesus passed
through Samaria and spoke with a Samaritan woman
at Jacob’s well. It was culturally incorrect for a man,
especially a rabbi, to talk to any woman, especially
a shameful outcast. He offered her “living water”,
a phrase that symbolizes eternal life. The woman
thought Jesus’ water came from an ordinary well, but
she was wrong. This water didn’t come from any well, it
came from Jesus. He was able to freely offer this water
because He, unlike Jacob, had this living water within
Himself. The living water Jesus offered wasn’t for
her dry mouth to drink, but for her parched soul that
was desperately in need. Jesus’ conversation with the
woman at the well illustrates that salvation comes to
those who: (1) realize their desperate need for spiritual
life; (2) desire forgiveness and repent of their sin; and
(3) embrace Jesus as their Messiah.

1.	Why was it strange for Jesus to travel through
Samaria?
The Jews disliked the Samaritans and avoided Samaria
at all costs.
2.	Where did Jesus meet the Samaritan woman?
By Jacob’s well. She came to the well alone, late in the
day, most likely because of her public shame.
3.	Why is Jesus greater than Jacob?
Jacob provided physical water, but Jesus provides living
water.
4.	What is “living water”?
Eternal life, the salvation provided through Jesus.

DISCUSS

1.	Compare and contrast physical water with the living
water Jesus offers.
2.	Discuss how we too may obtain this living water.

NEXT WEEK
Jacob wrestles with God
Genesis 32:1–33:20

WEEK 14

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 14

DAY 1

Jacob wrestles with God
Genesis 32:1–33:20

Jacob continued to cling to himself • Genesis 32:1–21

READ

Genesis 32:1–21

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 32:1–12
With his struggle with Laban behind him, Jacob went
on his way (32:1). He sought reconciliation with his
brother (32:4–5), but the report of the messengers
(32:6) only seemed to confirm his deepest fears—
Esau’s 20 year-old promised to kill Jacob had not
been forgotten (27:41). Esau’s coming with 400 men
appeared to spell disaster for Jacob (32:8, 11). So
Jacob divided his people and his possessions, hoping
that if one half was destroyed the other half could
escape.

ASK
1. Why was Jacob afraid to see his brother
Esau?
Jacob was afraid Esau would kill him and his
family.
2. How did Jacob pray?
Jacob remembered God’s faithful character
and actions, he prayed based on God’s
promises, he admitted he was unworthy of
God’s blessing, and he asked God a specific
request.
3. Did Jacob believe that God would protect
him from Esau?
No. He tried to appease his brother with
550 animals (32:13–21), showing his failure
to believe that God would actually change
Esau’s heart. Jacob believed that he would
be the one to change his brother’s heart
(Gen 32:20).

Frightened concerning his impending reunion with
Esau, Jacob prayed for deliverance. However, even
though Jacob’s prayer is commendable, he was still
not ready to call God his own God (32:9). Jacob
had not yet given God complete control of his life.
He tried to appease his brother with 550 animals
1. Identify different ways that Jacob relied
(32:13–21), showing his failure to believe that God
on himself before his wrestling match: (1)
would actually change Esau’s heart. Jacob believed
birthright (Gen 25:29–34), (2) blessing
that he would be the one to change his brother’s
(Gen 27:18–19, 24), and (3) fleeing from
heart, for he said, “I will appease him with the present
Laban (Gen 31:20).
that goes before me” (32:20). Jacob was back to his
2. List some common ways we depend upon
old tricks, relying on himself and his own resources.
ourselves.

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

Jacob finally clung to God • Genesis 32:22–32

READ

ASK

Genesis 32:22–32

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 32:22–32
While Jacob was alone, a man began wrestling with him, and
Jacob kept wrestling him all night (33:24). Hosea 12:3–4 shows
that this man was both God and the angel of the Lord. The man
dislocated Jacob’s hip (33:25), which is the center of power in
wrestling. This illustrates that God finally broke Jacob’s self
reliance. In response, Jacob did what he should have been
doing his whole life: he clung to God to receive the blessing
(33:26). Before blessing him, the man first asked Jacob his name
(33:27). Jacob finally realized and admitted that he really was
what his name means—a deceiver. After Jacob’s confession,
the man renamed him Israel, which means “he struggles with
God” (32:28). By renaming him, the man declared Jacob to be
a changed man. It is here, clinging to God, that Jacob finally
humbled himself and surrendered control of his life. So this
wrestling match illustrates that a person is to cling to God by
faith to seek His favor (Deut 4:4), and that God will graciously
fight against us until we cling to Him for salvation.

DAY 3

That we are to cling to God by faith to seek His
favor (Deut 4:4), and that God will graciously
fight against us until we cling to Him for
salvation.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe what it means to “cling” to God.
2.	Explain why God will fight against us until
we cling to Him for salvation.

Jacob worshiped God as his own God • Genesis 33:1–20

READ

Genesis 33:1–20

EXPLAIN

1.	When Jacob wrestled with God, did Jacob
let go?
No. Jacob kept holding on to God.
2.	What did the man do to Jacob’s hip?
The man dislocated Jacob’s hip (33:25),
illustrating that God finally broke Jacob’s self
reliance.
3.	What do we learn from Jacob wrestling with
God?

The truth of Genesis 33:1–20
God was true to His promise to bring Jacob safely back
into the land of Canaan. God had caused a change in
Esau’s heart, so that instead of killing Jacob, Esau ran
to Jacob, embraced him, and wept with him (33:4).
After Esau left, Jacob traveled slowly until he came to
Shechem in Canaan, the land God had promised to Jacob
and his descendants (33:17–19). Here Jacob built an
altar called El-Elohe-Israel, “Mighty God is the God of

Israel” (33:20). Since Jacob’s new name was “Israel,” he
was now referring to God as his own God. So now, after
wrestling with God, Jacob worshiped God as his own
God. When Moses wrote this story, the people were
about to reenter Canaan, so God’s promise about the
land was very meaningful to them. Like Jacob, they too
needed to cling to God and depend upon Him for all their
needs. Followers of God today must also cling to God and
His promises, not to their own cleverness or strength, for
God has provided a way for them to enter their heavenly
home through Jesus Christ (Heb 11:16; 13:14–15).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 14

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	Was God true to His promise to Jacob?
Yes. He brought Jacob safely back into the land
of Canaan. God had caused a change in Esau’s
heart.
2.	What did Jacob do after God saved him from
Esau?
He built an altar and worshiped God.
3.	When did Jacob worship God as his own God?
After wrestling with God and learning to rely upon
God’s strength, not his own.

DAY 4

God has chosen some to believe • Romans 9:6–18

READ

Romans 9:1–18

EXPLAIN

The truth of Romans 9:6–18
Paul’s love for unbelieving Jews was so great that if it
were possible he would sacrifice his own salvation for
the redemption of his fellow Jews (9:3). As a nation,
they had rejected the Messiah. Some thought that the
nation’s rejection of Jesus was proof that He was not
the Messiah. Paul contradicts that logic; he argues that
God’s cutting off of unbelieving Israel is consistent
with His covenant promises to them. Although God
has punished the nation for its unbelief, her salvation
will come, along with the kingdom that God promised.
Jewish unbelief does not discredit God’s word. The
Old Testament demonstrates that not all physical
Israelites are true heirs of the promise. Israel’s unbelief
illustrates that God, unconditionally and apart from
any consideration of human merit, elects those who
will become His heirs of promise. Does God’s election
mean that God is not fair? No. All men are sinful and
deserve God’s condemnation. His mercy toward any
person is purely because of His grace.
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1.	Talk about what it means to “worship” God.
2.	Review some of the names of God in the book of
Genesis (1:1; 14:18–20; 16:13–14; 17:1; 22:11–14).

ASK
1.	Was there anything good in Jacob that made God
choose him?
No. Jacob was characterized by sin and deceit.
2.	Are all physical Israelites heirs of the promise?
No. God chooses those who will become heirs of the
promise.
3.	Is God unfair in His election?
No. All men deserve death, and no one deserves to be
saved.

DISCUSS

1.	Discuss how Jacob and Esau demonstrate God’s
fairness and mercy in election.
2.	Discuss how man is still commanded to respond to
God’s salvation call.

DAY 5

Jesus is the link between heaven and earth • John 1:51

READ

ASK

John 1:35–51

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 1:51
Jesus supernaturally saw Nathanael’s location, but
He also saw into Nathanael’s heart. Overwhelmed by
Jesus’ supernatural knowledge, Nathanael confessed
that Jesus was the Son of God, the King of Israel. But
Jesus promised Nathanial that he would see greater
things than these. Nathanael would see countless
miracles in the ministry of Jesus. Jesus solemnly
assured him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son of Man” (1:51). Jesus
was probably alluding to Jacob’s dream in which he
saw angels ascending and descending from heaven
on a ladder (Gen 28:12). Just like Jacob, Nathanael
and the disciples would experience supernatural
communication confirming who Jesus was. Like the
ladder in Jacob’s dream, Jesus was the means of
access between God and man. Jesus’ point is that He
is the link between heaven and earth, the revealer of
heavenly truth (John 1:17; 14:6; Eph 4:21), and the
mediator of the new and better covenant (Heb 8:6;
9:14; 12:24).

1.	Where was Nathanael before Philip found him?
He was under a fig tree.
2.	What did Jesus mean when He said that there was
no deceit in Nathanael?
Jesus was not saying that Nathanael was perfect. The
term reveals that Nathanael had an honest, seeking
heart.
3.	How did Nathanael react to Jesus’ display of
supernatural knowledge?
Nathanael confessed Jesus as the Son of God and the
King of Israel.

DISCUSS

1.	Explain how Jesus provides sinful man with access
to God.
2.	Describe how Jesus is like the ladder in Jacob’s
dream.

NEXT WEEK
God preserves Joseph
Genesis 37:1–16

WEEK 15

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 15

DAY 1

God preserves Joseph
Genesis 37:1–36

Joseph’s brothers hated him • Genesis 37:1–11

READ

Genesis 37:1–11

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 37:1–11
It was wrong for Jacob to favor Joseph, but it was
not wrong for him to identify Joseph as the firstborn
(37:3–4). God confirmed this by two dreams, showing
how certain His plan was (cf. 41:32). The dreams
were easy to understand: God had selected Joseph to
rule over his family. God is not mentioned in Joseph’s
dreams, but this does not mean God was not present;
rather, God was showing His presence through
providence, causing all the details to work together
to accomplish His plan. Joseph demonstrated his
faith by believing the dreams, but he was foolish in
the way he told them to his brothers. When he told
them his dreams, they hated him even more (37:5, 8).
They hated the way Joseph spoke about his dreams,
but they also hated the meaning of the dreams
themselves. Yet, God would use Joseph to preserve
his brothers and his family during the many years of
famine.

62

ASK
1. What did Joseph tell Jacob about his
brothers?
Joseph told Jacob that his brothers were
doing a bad job with the sheep.
2. What did Jacob give Joseph?
Jacob gave Joseph a fancy coat.
3. How do you know Jacob loved Joseph the
most?
Jacob gave Joseph a fancy coat. It showed
that Jacob treated Joseph as the firstborn.
4. What did Joseph tell his brothers that
made them hate him even more?
Joseph told them two dreams in which he
ruled over them.

DISCUSS

1. List other examples from the Bible where
God chose the younger son.
2. Discuss how God often chooses the
younger, the smaller, and the weaker in
order to demonstrate that salvation is
from God and not from man (cf. Deut 7:7;
1 Cor 1:26–31).

DAY 2

Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery • Genesis 37:12–28

READ

ASK

Genesis 37:12–28

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 37:12–28
God makes Himself known through His providence, using
seemingly chance events to accomplish His will. For example:
(1) Jacob just happened to send Joseph to check on his brothers
at Shechem (37:12–14); (2) His brothers had traveled north
to Dothan (37:15–17), a place that happened to be near the
trading route; (3) A man happened to find Joseph wandering
in the field, and happened to have overheard the brothers say
they were going to Dothan; (4) Joseph happened to be wearing
his fancy robe, allowing his brothers to see him from a distance
and provoking their hatred (37:18–20); (5) Reuben happened
to think of a plan to throw Joseph into a pit and to come back
later to rescue him (37:21–24); and (6) Judah happened to have
the idea that they should sell Joseph. None of these numerous
“coincidences” just happened. Joseph himself would later see the
truth: God had planned it all in order to save many people (50:20).
By His providence God used Joseph to save the lives of his family,
and through that family God sent the Messiah to save the world.

DAY 3

4.	How was God working in this story?
God used Joseph to save his family, many
people in Egypt and the world, and the line
of the Messiah.

DISCUSS

1.	List the events in the story that seemed
like they just happened by chance.
2.	Discuss the doctrine of God’s
providence (Eph 1:11; Jas 4:15).

Joseph’s family fell apart • Genesis 37:29–36

READ

Genesis 37:29–36

EXPLAIN

1.	What did Joseph’s brothers think about
the coat?
They were jealous and hated Joseph.
2.	What did Joseph’s dreams mean?
They meant that Joseph would rule over
his family.
3.	What did Joseph’s brothers do to him?
First they threw him in a pit. Then they
sold him to traders who took him to Egypt.

The truth of Genesis 37:29–36
God’s providential control does not free humans from
the consequences of their actions. As a result of his
sin, Reuben was sad. He tore his clothes, but he felt
more sorrow for himself than for Joseph or his father
(37:29–30). The brothers plunged deeper into sin by
using goat’s blood and Joseph’s robe to deceive Jacob

(37:31–33). Their sin led to much grief. Jacob would
not stop grieving (37:34–35). As for Joseph, he became
a slave, separated from his family for what to him
appeared to be forever (37:36). But God was using all
this to accomplish His plan. God’s providence always
works for our ultimate good, if we belong to Him. Just
as He saved Jacob’s family and the line of the Messiah,
by controlling everything that happened including sin
and “coincidences” to work together for good, we can
trust that God will use all things to work together for
the good of those who love Him.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 15

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	How did Joseph’s brothers deceive Jacob?
They sent Joseph’s coat to Jacob, all torn and stained with
goat’s blood.
2.	Where is God in this story?
God does not show Himself directly, but God exercises
providence: He arranges everything, even bad things
or things that seem to happen by chance, in order to
accomplish His will. Joseph might not have felt like it right
then, but God was working to save His people.
3.	Was God with Joseph?
Yes. God had a good plan, even when things seemed to be
falling apart.

DAY 4

God is providentially in control of all things • Romans 8:28

READ

Romans 8:18–39

EXPLAIN

The truth of Romans 8:28
Being aware of God’s providence enables a believer
to be fully prepared to cope with all of life’s adversity.
Providence is how God orchestrates, through
natural means and processes, all things necessary to
accomplish His purposes in the world. God uses all
things for the good of His people. He uses suffering,
temptation, and sin as a means of bringing good to His
people. Joseph is a classic Old Testament example of
God’s providence. God used unjust suffering to bring
great good, not only to Joseph but also to his family.
Jacob showed favoritism, Joseph talked foolishly, the
brothers were filled with jealousy and hatred, and
Reuben failed to lead as the firstborn should—but
God was at work, using every event to prepare for the
salvation of His people. It’s through accepting God’s
providential control of everything that we fully realize
the lessons He wants to teach us through trials.
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1.	Read the following passages and identify some
of the effects of sin: 2 Corinthians 7:10 and
James 1:14–15.
2.	Describe some of the effects of sin on your
family.

ASK
1.	What is “providence”?
Providence is God orchestrating all things necessary to
accomplish His purposes in the world.
2.	What events in our lives does God orchestrate?
He orchestrates all things, even suffering, temptation,
and sin.
3.	How do we fully realize all the lessons God wants to
teach us through trials?
By fully accepting God’s providential control over
everything.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe different circumstances in your family that
God has used for good.
2.	Discuss how Paul reacted in difficult times (Acts
16:20–34; 2 Cor 12:8–10).

DAY 5

Jesus was rejected by Israel • Isaiah 53:1–3

READ

ASK

Isaiah 52:13–53:12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Isaiah 53:1–3
Isaiah 53 is the confession of a future generation of
Jewish people when they recognize their rejection
of Jesus, their Messiah. They rejected Jesus because
they were looking for a king to deliver them from their
circumstances, not a Savior to save them from their
sin. Bitter and angry, they rejected God’s provision for
their spiritual need. They were self-righteous. They
didn’t see themselves as sinful or in need of a Savior.
As a result, Jesus spent the bulk of His time with
social outcasts and those who had been thrown out of
the synagogue. But the day will come when God will
turn the Jews from their sins and send His Son to set
up His Kingdom in fulfillment of His promise. Their
rejection is similar to that of Joseph’s brothers. Jealous
and upset, Joseph’s brothers rejected him, refusing
to acknowledge God’s choice of Joseph as ruler over
them. He was despised by his brothers, like Jesus
was when He came to His people. However, in time,
Joseph’s brothers recognized God’s choice of Joseph,
confessing their allegiance to him.

1.	Who is speaking in Isaiah 53?
A future generation of Jewish people. They are
confessing their rejection of Jesus.
2.	Why did the Jewish people reject Jesus when He
came?
They wanted protection from Rome, not salvation from
their sin.
3.	How does Joseph’s life parallel Jesus’ life?
Joseph was despised by his brothers, and Jesus was
despised by His generation. Joseph was left to die, but
was the one to save His family. Jesus died to save those
who believe in Him.

DISCUSS

1.	Compare the response of Joseph’s brothers to him
with the response of the Jews to Christ.
2.	Discuss the fact that Israel will one day turn to
Christ (Rom 11:25–36).

NEXT WEEK
God delivers Joseph
Genesis 39:1–50:26

WEEK 16

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 16

DAY 1

God delivers Joseph
Genesis 39:1–50:26

God gave Joseph success as a slave and prisoner •
Genesis 39:1–23

READ

Genesis 39:1–23

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 39:1–23
As this story unfolds, it removes all doubt that God, in His
providence and covenant faithfulness, was directing all the
events. After Joseph was sold to Potiphar, we are told three
times in a row that the LORD was with him and made him
prosper (39:1–3). Potiphar recognized the LORD’s presence
in Joseph’s life, promoting him to authority over all except
his most private matters (39:4–6). But God had bigger plans
for Joseph, using the evil of Potiphar’s wife to produce good
(cf. Rom 8:28). When she tried to get Joseph to sin with her,
Joseph refused, displaying integrity rooted in his faith in God’s
providence (39:7–9). Joseph suffered for his obedience, being
thrown into prison by Potiphar (39:13–20). At this point it
might seem that obedience is not always worth it. But again
the LORD was with Joseph, showing him “steadfast love,”
which is the love and loyalty God shows on the basis of His
covenant. God is loyal to His people even in hard times (Ps
23:4). As a result, even though Joseph was in prison, he was
again entrusted with everything.
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ASK
1. Was God with Joseph when he
was a slave and a prisoner?
Yes. God was with him even when
bad things were happening.
2. Why did Potiphar trust Joseph
with all that he owned?
God was with Joseph and caused
everything Joseph did to succeed.
3. Did Joseph deserve to be
thrown into prison?
No. He was thrown into prison
because he did the right thing
and made Potiphar’s wife angry.

DISCUSS

1. List some ways your family can
honor the Lord in how you live.
2. Talk about the importance
of obedience and how God
blesses those who obey Him.

DAY 2

God put Joseph in charge of all Egypt • Genesis 40:1–41:57

READ

ASK

Genesis 40:1–41:57

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 40:1–41:57
Locked away in prison, Joseph was again entrusted with everything,
including two high ranking prisoners (39:21–40:4). When these
prisoners were troubled by dreams, Joseph interpreted them
accurately, but not before giving all the credit to God (40:4–22; cf.
Ps 115:1). However, Joseph had to wait another two years in prison
because the cupbearer forgot to mention him to Pharaoh (40:23).
Joseph’s promotion came when Pharaoh had dreams of his own (41:1–
13). Joseph interpreted his dreams and boldly gave Pharaoh advice
about what to do (41:14–36). But as before, Joseph gave credit to God
(41:16). He knew that God was in charge and that God is the One who
reveals mysteries. Then, as one who trusted God’s providence, Joseph
proved himself faithful, skillfully gathering during the plentiful years
and then selling when the famine began (41:46–57). Believing in God’s
providence does not cause us to do nothing; rather, it gives us courage
to act, knowing that God will use our actions to further His kingdom.
That is what God did through Joseph, saving the lives of countless
Egyptians and of many other nations (41:56–57).

DAY 3

Pharaoh’s.
3.	How did Joseph save his family?
By providing them with food during
the famine.

DISCUSS

1.	Make a list of how your family
can trust in God’s providence this
week.
2.	Discuss why trusting in God’s
providence gives us courage to act.

God reconciled Joseph’s broken family • Genesis 42:1–45:15

READ

Genesis 42:1–45:15

EXPLAIN

1.	Who showed Joseph the meaning
of Pharaoh’s dreams?
God did.
2.	How did Joseph go from being
a slave in prison to second in
command over all Egypt?
God showed Joseph the meaning
of four dreams: the cupbearer’s,
the baker’s, and two years later,

The truth of Genesis 42:1–45:15
Before saving his family from starvation, God used
Joseph to heal the divisions in his family. Motivated by
hunger, Joseph’s brothers came to him in Egypt (42:1–
5). Joseph recognized them, but they did not recognize
him (42:7–8). He tested them by putting their money in
their sacks to see if they would return it (42:25). They
did, proving their integrity (43:18–22). Joseph tested
them by showing favoritism toward Benjamin (43:34).
Rather than getting jealous, they enjoyed Joseph’s

hospitality without resentment. They had integrity,
and they were not jealous, but would they be loyal?
Joseph tested them a third time by putting a silver cup
in Benjamin’s sack (44:1–2). When Joseph saw Judah’s
loyal love, he wept (45:1–2). He revealed himself to his
brothers, who were terrified when they realized who
he was (45:3). But Joseph forgave them (45:4–8), letting
go of the blame and not holding their sin against them.
Because his brothers truly repented—by recognizing
their sin, being sorrowful over their sin, and rejecting
their sin—and because Joseph forgave, the family finally
had peace after 22 years.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 16

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	How did God use Joseph to heal the divisions in his
family?
By testing his brothers in order to reveal their repentance
and Joseph’s forgiveness.
2.	How did Joseph test his brothers?
By putting money back in their sacks, by showing
favoritism to Benjamin, and by threatening Benjamin.
3.	How did Joseph’s brothers respond?
With Judah leading the way, the brothers admitted their
sin and proved their integrity, contentment, and loyalty—
the opposite of the deceit, jealousy, and betrayal they had
shown to Joseph 20 years earlier.

DAY 4

God blessed Jacob’s family • Genesis 45:16–50:26

READ

Genesis 45:16–50:26

EXPLAIN

The truth of Genesis 45:16–50:26
Joseph sent his brothers home in order to bring
Jacob and the rest of the family to Egypt to live with
him (45:16–28). On the way, God spoke to Jacob,
encouraging him to go to Egypt and promising that
he and his family would one day return to the land
of Canaan (46:1–4). When Jacob arrived in Egypt,
Pharaoh let his family live in the land of Goshen (46:5–
47:6). This was a perfect place for the nation of Israel
to grow. Jacob saw that despite his short and painfilled life (47:9), he lacked nothing, for God was caring
for him (48:15; cf. Ps 23:1). So by faith, by confident
trust in God, Jacob blessed his own sons (49:1–28; Heb
11:21). He gave precedence to Judah as the tribe from
whom Israel’s kings and Messiah would come (49:10).
After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers wondered if
Joseph might now take his revenge. But Joseph trusted
God’s providence and did not seek revenge (50:19).
Like Jacob, Joseph looked forward by faith to Israel’s
return to Canaan (50:24; Heb 11:22).
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1.	Describe the characteristics of biblical
repentance (Luke 15:11–32).
2.	Talk about the importance of forgiving family
members when they sin against you.

ASK
1.	Why did Joseph forgive his brothers?
Joseph believed in God’s providence. He knew that God
was in charge and had used his brothers’ evil plans for
good.
2.	What did Jacob do before he died?
Jacob blessed Ephraim, Manasseh, and his own sons and
made sure he would be buried in Canaan.
3.	What was special about Judah’s blessing?
Although Jacob gave Joseph the double portion of
the firstborn, he gave Judah the leadership role of the
firstborn.

DISCUSS

1.	Define the word faith. List some examples of faith
from the book of Genesis.
2.	Discuss how both Jacob and Joseph expressed faith
at the end of their lives (Heb 11:21–22).

DAY 5

Day 5: Joseph’s life illustrates Christ • Acts 7:9–16

READ

ASK

Acts 7:1–60

EXPLAIN

The truth of Acts 7:9–16
In the climax of Stephen’s final sermon before Israel’s
religious elite, he indicted the Jewish leaders for
rejecting God in the same way their ancestors had
rejected Him in the Old Testament (7:51–53). Earlier,
in the same sermon, Stephen spoke of the patriarchs’
rejection of Joseph when they sold him into Egypt
(7:9–16). In many ways, Joseph’s life is a picture of the
life of Christ. Just as Joseph’s brothers rejected the
very one God had set apart for special blessing (37:5ff.;
1 Chr 5:1), so too the Jewish nation stubbornly rejected
Jesus. Just as Joseph was delivered up out of envy, so
too was Christ (Acts 7:9; cf. Mark 15:10). Just as Joseph
was condemned by the false accusations of Potiphar’s
wife, Jesus was condemned by the testimony of false
witnesses. Just as Joseph was freed from prison and
exalted to a high office, Jesus was freed from the prison
of death and exalted above every other name (Phil
2:9–11). Finally, just as Joseph was able to deliver his
sinful brothers from physical death, Jesus is able to
deliver His brothers from spiritual death.

1.	Who was Stephen preaching to?
The high priest, the elders, the scribes and the council
(7:1; 6:12–15).
2.	What was the point of Stephen’s sermon?
Stephen indicted the Jewish leaders for rejecting God in
the same way that their ancestors had rejected Him in
the Old Testament.
3.	How does Joseph’s life illustrate Christ?
(1) Joseph was rejected by his brothers; (2) Joseph was
delivered up out of envy; (3) Joseph was condemned by
false accusations; (4) Joseph was freed from prison and
exalted to a high office; (5) Joseph was able to deliver
his brothers from death.

DISCUSS

1.	Describe the similarities between the story of
Joseph and the story of Jesus.
2.	Talk about the eternal fate of those who completely
and finally reject Jesus as their Savior

NEXT WEEK
God prepares Israel
for deliverance
Exodus 1:1–2:25

