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Share the Lesson
• Five-Day Devotionals – Guides the family through the Generations of Grace lesson, 

a cross-reference passage, and a passage about Christ to lead the family through the 
whole counsel of God.

• Generations of Grace Passages – Reinforces the lesson that your child learned in 
Sunday School.

• Cross-Reference Passage – Points to another passage that reinforces the central 
truth of each week’s lesson.

• Christ-Centered Passage – Connects each week’s lesson to Jesus Christ and to the 
gospel.

• Explain – Communicates the truth of each day to the parent’s heart and mind to 
prepare them to lead their child through the passage.

• Ask – Foster greater interaction between parent and children whether they’re 3 years 
old or 11 years old.

• Discuss – Enable the conversation about the truth to progress to a deeper level.

This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word so 
that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each les-
son. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry and 
home as God uses it to encourage your family.

Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the 
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned 
throughout the week. 

Additional Resources

• Coloring Book
• Craft Book
• Activity Book

• Student Journal
• Teacher Book
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God caused Israel to grow • Exodus 1:1–22DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 1:1–22

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Exodus 1:1–22
The fi rst chapter of Exodus is a cycle of growth and 
oppression, showing that God was accomplishing 
His promise to make Abraham a great nati on (Gen 
12:2). While in Egypt, the Israelites grew from 70 men 
to 600,000 men (Num 1:46). Five diff erent words 
for growth are used in one verse to emphasize how 
dramati cally God was fulfi lling His promise (Exod 
1:7). So it is no wonder that Pharaoh was concerned 
about the Israelites, forcing them to become slaves 
(1:8–11). Later, a diff erent Pharaoh ordered the 
Hebrew midwives to kill any Hebrew boys at birth 
(1:15–16). The midwives refused and Israel conti nued 
to increase unti l they became very mighty (1:20). Again 
Pharaoh tried to restrain their growth by giving every 
Egypti an orders to kill any Hebrew boy at birth (1:22). 
The Egypti ans should have rejoiced at Israel’s growth 
and been good to them, because God blesses those 
who bless Abraham’s descendants (Gen 12:3). But by 
oppressing the Israelites, the Egypti ans brought a curse 
upon themselves. God was against them, so that even 
one of the most powerful dynasti es proved powerless to 
stop God from blessing His people.

God prepares Israel for deliverance
Exodus 1:1–2:25WEEK 17

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON
W

EE
K 
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ASK   
1.  In the fi rst verses of Exodus, how 

did God show His faithfulness to 
Abraham? 
He caused Israel to grow into a large 
nati on.

2.  Why were the Egypti ans mean to 
the Israelites? 
They were afraid of them and wanted 
to stop the Israelites from growing into 
a mighty nati on.

3.  Did the oppression stop Israel from 
growing? 
No. The more they were oppressed, the 
more they grew.

4.  Did the plan of the Egypti ans work? 
No. God caused Israel to grow even 
more.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why it is impossible for any 

of God’s promises to fail.
2.  Read Daniel 4:34–35. Can any king 

or nati on alter God’s plan?



 God prepared a deliverer for Israel • Exodus 2:1–22DAY 2

READ   
Exodus 2:1–22

EXPLAIN       
The truth of Exodus 2:1–22
Despite Pharaoh’s attempt to kill all the Hebrew baby boys, 
we are told of a baby whom God would raise up to be Israel’s 
deliverer. God not only saved the baby’s life (2:2–9), He also 
gave him an elite Egyptian education under the oversight 
of Pharaoh’s own daughter (2:10; Acts 7:22)! God cared for 
this baby, named Moses by Pharaoh’s daughter, because He 
was going to use him to carry out His promises to Israel (Gen 
12:3; 15:16). When Moses was grown, he could have stayed 
with the Egyptians to enjoy life as a ruler. Instead, he showed 
his faith in God by joining his people (Heb 11:24). In his 
zeal for justice, he killed an Egyptian (2:11–12). Despite his 
righteous motive, he was proud and impatient, needing time 
for his faith to mature. He, like his ancestors, needed to learn 
to carry out God’s plan in God’s way (Prov 3:5–6). Moses fled 
from the presence of Pharaoh, settling in the land of Midian 
(2:15). There, among the flocks of Reuel, Moses learned to 
wait for God rather than rely on his own impressive abilities.

God heard Israel’s cry for deliverance • Exodus 2:23–25DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 2:23–25

EXPLAIN   
The truth of Exodus 2:23–25
Even before Israel cried out (2:23), God was preparing 
to answer their call for help. He was preparing the 
Israelites through oppression so that they would 
turn to God, and He was preparing Moses by saving 
him, providing him the best Egyptian education and 
maturing him in exile (1 Pet 1:6–7; 4:1–2). God blesses 

through faith, so even though He always stands ready 
to answer (Isa 65:24), He waits to deliver until His 
people pray (Jer 29:12–14; Jas 4:2). When His people 
do cry out, He always answers (Ps 50:15). So when 
God remembered His covenant, it was not as if He had 
ever forgotten it (2:24–25). He was already fulfilling 
that covenant, but He was waiting for their cry before 
finally bringing deliverance. Israel needed to know 
that it was God who saved them, so that they would 
respond by being His holy people (19:4–6). 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK  
1.  Was Pharaoh’s plan to kill all the Hebrew baby 

boys successful? 
No.

2.  Who did God rescue from the command to kill 
all the baby boys? 
God rescued Moses.

3.  How did Moses try to start delivering Israel? 
Moses killed an Egyptian and tried to stop 
Israelites from arguing. Moses’ first attempt to 
deliver Israel failed because he relied on his own 
strength and ability, not God’s. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how young Moses demonstrated his 

faith in God. How can your family demonstrate 
faith in God?

2.  Discuss what it means to carry out God’s plan 
in God’s way and in God’s timing.
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Moses’ family lived by faith in Egypt • Hebrews 11:23–26  DAY 4
READ    
Hebrews 11:23–26

EXPLAIN   
The truth of Hebrews 11:23–26
Moses’ family had confident assurance of things 
hoped for. Moses’ parents, like Joseph, knew that God 
would visit Israel and take them to the land He swore 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (11:22; Gen 50:24). 
Having seen Moses’ beauty, his parents hid him after 
his birth, not fearing Pharaoh’s edict (11:23; Acts 
7:20). Moses’ parents understood that their child was 
divinely favored and, although it’s unclear how much 
they understood about God’s plan for Moses, exercised 
faith in God. When Moses was 40 years old, he too 
demonstrated faith in God. Moses rejected the world’s 
prestige, the world’s pleasures, and the world’s plenty, 
choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with God’s 
people because He desired a heavenly reward (11:24–
26). He believed in God’s promise that He would send 
a Messiah (11:26; Gen 3:15). So Moses suffered with 
the Messiah’s people rather than indulge in the sins of 
Egypt because he knew that God’s reward is always 
greater than the world’s. This attitude is the hallmark 
of every genuine believer. 

W
EE

K 
17

ASK   
1. How did Moses’ parents demonstrate their faith? 

They hid Moses for three months after his birth, not 
fearing Pharaoh’s edict.

2.  How did Moses demonstrate his faith? 
He rejected the pleasures of Egypt and chose instead to 
endure ill-treatment with the people of God because he 
was looking for a heavenly reward. 

3.  Did Moses’ parents know all the details about God’s 
plan for Moses’ life?
It’s unclear how much Moses’ parents understood about 
God’s plan for their child. However, whatever level of 
knowledge they had, Moses’ parents trusted in God 
concerning their child’s future. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Compare and contrast the pleasures of this world 

with the joys of heaven. 
2.  Talk about the ways your family has demonstrated 

faith in God over the years. 

ASK   
1.  What did the new king over Egypt do? 

He made the Israelites work hard as slaves to try to 
stop them from increasing.

2.  Why did God let Israel suffer so long before 
rescuing them? 
God wanted them to learn that they needed God to 
deliver them. God was waiting for them to pray to 
Him for help.

3.  What did the Israelites finally do? 
They cried out to God for help, and He heard them.

DISCUSS   
1.  List any needs your family has and pray about them 

this week as a family.
2.  Talk about the different ways God chooses to answer 

prayer.



The rejection of Moses parallels that of Christ • Acts 7:17–29DAY 5
READ    
Acts 7:1–60

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Acts 7:17–29 
Acts 7 contains the final words of Stephen as he spoke 
before the Jewish religious leaders. Falsely accused of 
blasphemy, Stephen indicted the leaders of Israel for their 
rejection of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. In his defense before 
the council, Stephen included a lengthy section on Moses. 
In this section, parallels can be seen between Israel’s 
rejection of Moses and, later, Israel’s rejection of Christ. 
Supposing that his brethren understood God’s choice of 
him to accomplish their deliverance, Moses struck down 
an Egyptian for treating one of the Hebrew slaves unjustly 
(11:24–25). Yet, on the following day, Moses was rejected 
by his brethren as he attempted to reconcile them as 
they were fighting together (11:26–28). Their rejection 
of Moses lengthened their time in Egyptian bondage by 
40 years as Moses endured decades of exile in the land of 
Midian. The rejection of Moses by his own generation is 
a picture of the rejection Jesus experienced at the hands 
of His own generation. However, like Moses, Jesus will 
one day return to His people, delivering the faithful from 
bondage to sin. 

God raises up Moses to 
lead Israel
Exodus 3:1–4:31

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  What was the point of Stephen’s sermon?

Stephen indicted the Jewish leaders for rejecting 
God in the same way that their ancestors had 
rejected Him in the Old Testament.

2.  How does Israel’s rejection of Moses parallel 
their rejection of Christ?
Both Moses and Christ came to deliver the Israelites 
and both were initially rejected by the ones they 
came to save.

3.  What was the response of the council to 
Stephen’s sermon?
They cast him out of the city and stoned him. This 
was not a formal execution but an act of mob 
violence.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss how Stephen’s abundant use of the Old 

Testament affirms its value for believers today.
2.  Define the word “martyr” and talk about 

modern day examples of martyrs who 
steadfastly clung to God at the cost of their 
lives. 
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God chose a humbled man • Exodus 3:1–10DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 3:1–10

EXPLAIN   
The truth of Exodus 3:1–10
As 80 year-old Moses shepherded the sheep at Mt 
Horeb (Acts 7:23, 30), God appeared to him in a 
burning bush that was not burned up. Moses was to be 
like this bush—a humble man full of God’s presence, 
so that people would be drawn not to the man but to 
the God whose glory blazed within him. Moses would 
become a humble man, knowing his own weakness 
and unworthiness (Num 12:3). But who was in the 
bush? He was “the angel of the LORD” (Exod 3:2), but 
He was also “God,” and “LORD,” as also confi rmed by 
the holiness of the place and by Moses’ fear (3:4–6). 
The angel of the LORD is the LORD Himself (cf. Gen 
16:7, 13; Judg 2:1–4; Ps 34:7). He is the pre-incarnate 
Christ. He is the only-begott en God who is God made 
visible (John 1:1, 18). Moses’ role as deliverer was not 
primarily about him (Deut 18:15); it was about “our 
great God and Savior” who powerfully used Moses to 
deliver Israel from slavery in Egypt and who personally 
delivers believers from slavery to sin (Tit 2:13–14).

W
EE

K 
18

ASK   
1.  What was Moses doing when God spoke 

to him?
He was shepherding sheep.

2.  How did God appear to him? 
In a burning bush that did not burn up.

3.  Why did God appear to him in a burning 
bush? 
To show Moses a picture of what he was 
going to be. The bush was a humble thing, 
but God used it to display His glory, get 
Moses’ att enti on, and speak His words to 
Moses. God would use humble Moses to 
display His glory, point people toward God, 
and speak His words. 

4.  What job did God give Moses? 
God told Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe what it means to be humble.
2.  Explain why God uses humble people to 

accomplish His will.

God raises up Moses to lead Israel
Exodus 3:1–4:31WEEK 18

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



God confirmed His own power • Exodus 3:11–4:17DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 3:11–4:17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 3:11–4:17
Moses was no longer a self-confident warrior-leader, so he 
questioned God’s plan five times. First, he asked God, “Who 
am I?” (3:11). God responded by encouraging God-confidence 
(faith), not self-confidence (pride): “I will be with you” (3:12). 
Second, Moses asked what he should say if the Israelites 
asked, “What is His name?” (3:13). God answered, “I AM 
WHO I AM” (3:14). God was reassuring Moses and Israel 
that just as He was with their fathers, so He would be with 
them to deliver them (3:15–18). Third, Moses wondered 
whether the Israelites would believe him this time (4:1). God 
responded by giving him 3 signs to accredit him as Israel’s 
divinely appointed leader. Fourth, Moses said he was not 
quick-witted or eloquent (4:10). God reminded Moses that 
since He was powerful enough to make man’s mouth, He was 
powerful enough to give the right words (4:11–12). Fifth, 
Moses bluntly told God to find someone else (4:13). God 
rightly became angry with Moses, but He graciously chose 
Aaron as a spokesman for Moses (4:14–16). 

God gave Moses success • Exodus 4:18–31DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 4:18–31

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 4:18–31
Moses finally obeyed, and God reminded him of His 
omnipotence, his unbeatable power to do as He pleases 
(4:18–23). Moses should have remembered this and 
seen his initial failure as an opportunity for God’s power 
to be put on even greater display (5:22–23; 2 Cor 12:9). 
On the journey, the LORD confronted him, so that 
Moses was close to dying (4:24). He was spared when 

his wife, Zipporah, preformed the covenant sign upon 
their son (4:25–26). Moses had not been faithful to the 
covenant during his time in exile. He was still learning to 
live by faith. Finally, Aaron and Moses met and traveled 
to Egypt (4:27), where Aaron spoke, Moses performed 
the signs (4:28–30), and the people believed and 
worshiped God (4:31). But the display of God’s power 
had only just begun. God would powerfully rescue Israel 
through the humbled leader, just as God now powerfully 
redeems sinners through Christ Jesus, who humbled 
Himself to the point of death (Phil 2:5–8).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What was Moses’ first objection, and how did 

God answer? 
Moses asked, “Who am I?” He knew that he did 
not have the ability to accomplish God’s plan. God 
answered by promising to be with Moses.

2.  What was Moses’ second objection, and how did 
God answer? 
Moses asked what he should say about God’s name. 
God answered, “I AM WHO I AM,” promising that 
He is always present to redeem His people.

3.  What was Moses’ third objection, and how did 
God answer? 
Moses wondered whether the Israelites would 
believe him. God gave him 3 signs to accredit him as 
Israel’s leader. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe what it means to be “proud”. Talk about 

how God responds to this type of person.
2.  God never changes. Discuss how this truth 

is an encouragement to us in this life full of 
unexpected twists and turns. 
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God is the God of the living • Matthew 22:23–33DAY 4

READ    
Matthew 22:23–33

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Matthew 22:23–33
The Sadducees were a smaller group than the Pharisees, 
but they were the wealthiest and most influential of the 
religious leaders in Israel. They prioritized the first five 
books of the Old Testament, almost to the exclusion of 
the rest of Scripture. Since Moses had no direct teaching 
on the resurrection, they denied its reality. However, 
most Jews believed in it. On the Wednesday before Jesus 
was crucified, the Sadducees tried to trick Jesus with an 
absurd question about marriage. Jesus answered their 
question and corrected their denial of the resurrection. 
First, Jesus explained that there will be no marriage in 
heaven because God’s power transforms believers to be 
like angels—deathless, glorified, and eternal. Secondly, 
Jesus quoted Exodus 3:6, pointing out that He was the 
God of the living, not the dead (22:32). After Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob were long dead, God was still their God as 
much as when they were alive. Jesus “is”, not “was”, their 
God. His answer to the Sadducees revealed that these 
men were still alive in another realm. 

W
EE

K 
18

ASK   
1.  Who were the Sadducees? 

A small, wealthy, influential group of Jewish 
religious leaders. 

2.  What part of the Scriptures did the Sadducees 
believe? 
The books of Moses—Genesis through 
Deuteronomy. 

3.  Why is there no marriage in heaven? 
Believers are transformed to be like the angels—
deathless, glorified, and eternal. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain how the Old Testament teaches the 

resurrection?
2.  Discuss what the Old Testament teaches about 

the resurrection (Job 19:25–26; Ps 16:9–10;  
Isa 26:19; Hos 6:1–2; and Dan 12:2).

ASK   
1.  Why did God confront Moses on his journey 

back to Egypt? 
Moses had not been faithful to the covenant during 
his time in exile.

2.  Who traveled to Egypt with Moses? 
Moses’ wife, sons, and his brother, Aaron.

3.  What type of a leader was Moses now?
A humble leader.

DISCUSS   
1.  Define the word “omnipotence” and explain what it 

teaches us about God. 
2.  List all the different ways God equipped Moses to 

lead Israel out of Egypt. 



Jesus is the “I am” • John 8:58–59DAY 5
READ    
John 8:22–59

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 8:58–59
Jesus’ enemies considered themselves to be the 
children of Abraham. But Jesus declared that they 
were actually children of Satan and they, like their 
father the devil, were liars, murders and enemies of 
God (8:44–47). The Jews answered Jesus, calling Him 
a Samaritan and saying that He had a demon (8:48). 
The reference to Jesus as a Samaritan was probably 
related to the fact that the Samaritans, like Jesus, 
questioned the Jew’s exclusive right to be called 
Abraham’s children. After a further challenge to His 
authority, Jesus said to them, “before Abraham was 
born, I am” (8:58). By referring to Himself as “I am”, 
Jesus was declaring Himself to be Yahweh, the Lord of 
the Old Testament, taking to Himself the sacred name 
of the eternally pre-existent God. It’s clear the Jews 
understood who Jesus was claiming to be. Following 
Leviticus 24:16 which indicates that any man who 
falsely claims to be God should be stoned, they readied 
themselves to stone Him. However, Jesus hid Himself 
and escaped from their grasp (8:59). 

God sends plagues  
on Egypt
Exodus 7:1–10:29

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  Who was Jesus claiming to be when He said 

“Before Abraham was, I am”?
He was claiming to be the eternal God, the great “I 
am,” Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, “I 
am who I am” (Exod 3:14).

2.  Did the Jews understand who Jesus was claiming 
to be?
Yes. They understood that Jesus declared Himself to 
be “I am”, which is a reference to Yahweh (LORD in the 
Old Testament).

3.  How did the Jews respond to Jesus’ claim?
They sought to kill Him (John 8:59).

DISCUSS   
1.  Define “eternal” and explain what this word 

teaches us about Jesus.
2.  Jesus repeatedly escaped arrest and death 

because His hour had not yet come. Discuss what 
this teaches us about Jesus’ control over all things, 
even the exact time and location of His death.
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God’s power reveals that He alone is Yahweh • Exodus 7:1–13DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 7:1–13

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 7:1–13
God used Pharaoh’s hard heart to display His omnipotence, 
His unbeatable power (6:1). By showing His great 
power, God would convince the Egypti ans to release 
the Israelites, and He would show the Israelites that He 
is a God worthy to be served (19:4–6). Even aft er God 
reminded Moses of His power and love (6:1–8), Moses did 
not want to go back to Pharaoh (6:12). So for a third ti me 
God reminded Moses of His purpose: He would harden 
Pharaoh’s heart in order to do many signs and wonders 
(7:3). As a result of these miracles, God would deliver 
Israel (7:4) and cause the Egypti ans to know for sure that 
He alone is Yahweh (7:5). Aft er this reminder, Moses and 
Aaron obeyed and went back to Pharaoh (7:6–7). Pharaoh 
proudly challenged them to prove their authority by doing 
a miracle (7:8–9). Aaron threw down the staff , which 
became a serpent, but Pharaoh’s magicians copied Aaron 
(Exod 7:10–11). Aaron’s serpent ate up all the others, but 
sti ll Pharaoh refused to believe that Moses and Aaron 
came in the authority of the true God (7:12–13).

W
EE
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ASK   
1.  What plan did God tell Moses? 

God was going to use Pharaoh’s hard 
heart in order to show his power and 
deliver His people.

2.  How did Moses and Aaron prove 
they were God’s messengers? 
Their staff  turned into a serpent which 
ate up the serpents of the magicians. 

3.  Why did God want to show Israel 
His great power? 
He wanted them to trust and serve 
Him. He wanted them to remember 
what they saw and tell their children 
and grandchildren, so that they would 
never forget that God is God.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss what God’s great power 

teaches us about Him.
2.  Read Isaiah 44:9–20 and discuss the 

foolishness of idolatry. 

God sends plagues on Egypt
Exodus 7:1–10:29WEEK 19

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



Irritating plagues showed God’s power • Exodus 7:14–8:19DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 7:14–8:19

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 7:14–8:19
For the first plague, Aaron struck the Nile with the staff, so that 
all the water turned to blood and all the fish died (7:20). It proved 
God’s power over Egypt, because Egypt depended on the Nile. This 
plague also proved God’s power over Egyptian gods. But since the 
magicians were able to imitate the plague, Pharaoh remained hard, 
refusing to admit God’s supreme power (7:22–23). So God brought 
the second plague: frogs came out of the water, covered the land, 
and invaded houses, beds, ovens, and bowls (7:25–8:6). Even so, the 
magicians could still imitate the plague, and when the plague ended, 
Pharaoh hardened his heart (8:7, 15). He would not admit God’s 
great power. So God brought the third plague without warning, 
turning dust into swarming gnats or mosquitoes (8:16–17). These 
were tiny insects, nearly invisible, that irritated the eyes, nose, and 
ears, and could also bite. Not only was this annoying, but it also 
proved the magicians’ weakness. They could not create life like God 
could. They admitted that it was the power of God, but Pharaoh’s 
heart was still hard (8:18–19).

Destructive plagues showed God’s power • Exodus 8:20–9:12DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 8:20–9:12

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 8:20–9:12
The next set of three plagues began with flies (8:20–21). 
This is the first plague that did not affect the land 
of Goshen where the Israelites lived (8:22–23). In 
response, Pharaoh said he would let the Israelites go 
make sacrifices (8:28), but when the plague ended, 
Pharaoh hardened his heart (8:31–32). The fifth plague 
was a deadly disease among the livestock (9:1–3). God 
again made a distinction between the Egyptians and 

the Israelites (9:4). However, even though Pharaoh 
confirmed that the Israelites were unharmed, his heart 
would still not yield to God’s power (9:7). The sixth 
plague was oozing boils on humans and animals (9:9). 
It began after Moses threw soot from a kiln into the air. 
Again Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. But now, for the 
first time, we read that God actively hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart (9:12). Ten times the story says that God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart (4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 
14:4, 8, 17), and ten times the story says that Pharaoh 
hardened his own heart (7:13–14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 
34–35; 13:15).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What did Moses tell Pharaoh to do? 

Let God’s people go.
2.  Can you name any of the plagues? 

Blood, frogs, gnats, flies, animal disease, 
boils, hail and fire, locusts, darkness, death 
of firstborn. 

3.  Describe the first three plagues. 
All three were from the earth and were 
very irritating. The Nile turned to blood. 
Frogs covered everything. Gnats or 
mosquitoes buzzed and bit.

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain why the plagues were miracles, 

not naturally occurring phenomena.
2.  Discuss why Pharaoh continued to 

reject God, even in the midst of the 
plagues. 
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Terrifying plagues showed God’s power • Exodus 9:13–10:29DAY 4
READ   
Exodus 9:13–10:29

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 9:13–10:29
God again sent Moses to Pharaoh (9:13–14). This final set of 
plagues would be even more powerful. God sent the worst 
hailstorm Egypt had ever known (9:18), with lightning flashing 
back and forth across the ground (9:23–24). Pharaoh admitted 
that he had sinned (9:27), but his heart remained hard (9:35). 
God then announced the eighth plague, locusts (10:4). There 
were so many locusts that the ground was black with them. 
Egypt was devastated; by the time the locusts left, nothing 
green remained in all of Egypt. Pharaoh asked for forgiveness 
(10:16–17), but after the locusts were blown into the Red 
Sea, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart again (10:18–20). So God 
sent the ninth plague: darkness so complete that it could 
be felt (10:21). The Egyptians were overwhelmed by terror 
and despair, completely at the mercy of God. Even the great 
sun god Ra could do nothing against Israel’s God. Pharaoh 
threatened Moses with death if he ever saw Pharaoh’s face 
again, but Moses, once timid and uncertain, was now very 
bold, getting the last word himself: he would not come before 
Pharaoh again (10:27–29).
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ASK   
1.  Why did God send the plagues? 

To show that He is God and is very powerful. To 
make Pharaoh let Israel go.

2.  Describe the last three plagues (besides the 
10th). 
All three were from the sky. Hail and fire killed 
people and destroyed crops, locusts ate every 
green thing, and thick darkness lasted for three 
days. The magicians are never even mentioned.

3.  Did Pharaoh repent? 
Pharaoh kept pretending to repent and submit, 
but whenever the plagues were taken away, he 
hardened his heart or God hardened his heart. 
This was not true repentance.

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain why Pharaoh did not truly repent of 

his sin. 
2.  Describe how these plagues demonstrate 

God’s supreme power. 

ASK   
1.  Describe the second set of three plagues. 

All three were against people or animals on the earth. Flies 
swarmed and bit, livestock became sick and died, and the 
people suffered from gross, oozing boils. The magicians could 
not even appear in court.

2.  How was the fourth plague different from the first three? 
This is the first plague that did not affect the land of Goshen 
where the Israelites lived (8:22–23).

3.  What did these plagues show about the Egyptian gods 
(including Pharaoh)? 
They could do nothing against the power of the one true God. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss how our actions ultimately 

reveal what we believe about God in our 
heart. 

2.  Discuss how Pharaoh’s hard heart 
demonstrates both God’s sovereignty 
and man’s responsibility. 



Jesus demonstrated His power over demon forces  
on the cross • Colossians 2:15DAY 5

READ    
Colossians 2:8–15

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Colossians 2:15
God demonstrated His supreme power over Pharaoh 
through the ten plagues. In a similar way, Christ’s 
redemptive work on the cross demonstrates His 
supreme power and victory over sin, Satan, death, and 
hell. The cross spelled the ultimate doom of Satan and 
his host of evil, fallen angels (cf. Gen 3:15; John 12:31; 
16:11; Heb 2:14). The imagery Paul uses is like that 
of a triumphant Roman general parading his defeated 
captives through the streets. This ceremony, called 
the “Triumph”, honored the victorious general with 
a festive, ceremonial parade through the streets of 
Rome. The parade was accompanied by the strong, 
sweet smell from censers and crushed flowers strewn 
under the horses’ hooves. When Jesus died physically 
His divine spirit actually went to the abode of the 
demons and announced His victory over the forces of 
evil (cf. 1 Pet 3:18–19). On the cross, Christ secured 
the victory over the demonic forces, ultimately 
defeating their efforts to halt God’s redemptive plan.

God ordains the  
Passover
Exodus 11:1–13:22

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  How did God demonstrate His power over 

Pharaoh?
Through the ten plagues. 

2.  How did Jesus demonstrate His power over demon 
forces?
Through His redemptive work on the cross where He 
defeated the power of sin, Satan, death, and hell. 

3.  What type of imagery did Paul use to picture Jesus’ 
victory?
Paul used the imagery of a triumphant Roman general 
parading his defeated captives through the streets.

DISCUSS   
1.  Compare and contrast God’s display of power over 

Pharaoh with Christ’s display of power over demon 
forces. 

2.  Explain what it means to be “dead in your sin” (Col 
2:13).
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The LORD planned one last plague • Exodus 11:1–8; 12:12DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 11:1–8; 12:12

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 11:1–8; 12:12
God’s purpose in the fi rst half of Exodus was to display 
His power and deliver His people. But aft er nine plagues, 
Israel was sti ll in slavery. So God sent a tenth plague, 
the most powerful, to deliver His people (11:1). God 
announced the death of every fi rstborn male in all of 
Egypt, from the fi rstborn of Pharaoh to the fi rstborn of the 
slave; even the fi rstborn of the catt le (11:4–5). Unlike the 
previous plagues, God Himself would go through Egypt 
to accomplish this judgment (11:4). This plague would 
also serve as the fi nal judgment on all the gods of Egypt 
(12:12). The death of the fi rstborn was a just punishment: 
because Pharaoh refused to release Israel, whom God 
had chosen to be His fi rstborn, God would kill Pharaoh’s 
fi rstborn (4:22–23). But God would protect Israel, His 
fi rstborn (11:7). This plague would cause Pharaoh to send 
his offi  cials to bow before Moses, desperately begging the 
Israelites to leave (11:8). When God decides to deliver, He 
has the power to make it happen (Col 2:15).
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ASK   
1.  What was the last plague? 

Death of the fi rstborn. 
2.  Why did God choose to send one 

more plague? 
God wanted to show His great power, 
defeat Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt, 
and deliver His people.

3.  Why was this fi nal plague a just 
judgment? 
Because Pharaoh refused to release 
Israel, whom God had chosen to 
be His fi rstborn, God would kill 
Pharaoh’s fi rstborn (4:22–23).

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss how this fi nal plague 

was diff erent from the fi rst nine 
plagues. 

2.  Describe how this plague 
demonstrates God’s omnipotence 
(unlimited power). 

God ordains the Passover
Exodus 11:1–13:22WEEK 20

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

ASK   



The LORD gave a Passover sacrifice • Exodus 12:1–13, 21–23DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 12:1–13, 21–23

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 12:1–13, 21–23
In order to spare Israel from the final plague, God gave the 
Passover sacrifice. Each family (or group of small families) 
chose a one-year-old, unblemished lamb and kept it with 
them for four days (12:3–6). On the fourteenth of the month, 
in the evening, they slaughtered the lamb and used hyssop 
to brush the blood on the sides and top of the doorway 
(12:6–7, 22). Then they stayed inside the house until morning 
(12:22). They roasted the lamb, ate it with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs, and burnt any leftovers (12:8–10). While 
eating, they were ready to leave at a moment’s notice (12:11). 
When the LORD passed through Egypt, He saw the blood, 
passed over them, and did not allow the destroyer to enter 
their houses (12:13, 23). Blood is necessary for sins to be 
forgiven (Heb 9:22). That is why Abel, Noah, and Abraham all 
made blood sacrifices. However, the blood of animals cannot 
finally pay for sins (Heb 10:4), and faithful believers in the Old 
Testament sacrificed by faith in what the animal sacrifices 
looked forward to (Gen 22:14). 

The LORD killed the firstborn • Exodus 12:29–41; 13:17–22DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 12:29–41; 13:17–22

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 12:29–41; 13:17–22
At midnight God killed every firstborn (12:29). Loud 
wailing filled the land of Egypt, for there was someone 
dead in every house (12:30). In their agony, Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians urged the Israelites to leave 
immediately (12:31–34), and just as God promised, 

they gave the Israelites gold and silver jewelry, which 
would later be used to build God’s tabernacle (12:35–
36; 38:24–31). As Israel departed, God led them with 
His own presence, appearing in a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night (12:51; 13:21–22). By 
delivering the Israelites from the rule of Pharaoh, God 
brought them under His rule (cf. Col 1:13). As Israel 
followed God’s lead, Moses brought along the bones of 
Joseph (13:19), a reminder of Joseph’s faith that God 
would deliver Israel (Gen 50:24–25).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What did the Israelites do to be protected from 

the plague? 
They killed a lamb and put its blood around their 
doorways.

2.  What was this called? 
The Passover. God passed over them when He was 
judging.

3.  What happened when the plague came?
When the LORD passed through Egypt, He saw 
the blood, passed over them, and did not allow the 
destroyer to enter their houses (12:13, 23).

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss the significance of Jesus’ death on the 

cross during the Passover celebration when all 
the Passover lambs were being slaughtered. 

2.  Explain why the blood of animals cannot finally 
pay for sins (Heb 10:4).
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The LORD commanded Israel to remember • 
Exodus 12:14–28; 13:1–16DAY 4

READ    
Exodus 12:14–28; 13:1–16

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 12:14–28; 13:1–16
God gave Israel three ceremonies to help them 
remember His deliverance. First, the Passover meal 
reminded them that the LORD had passed over them 
during the death of the firstborn. They were to eat this 
meal and diligently teach their children what it meant 
(12:2, 6, 26–27). Second, the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread was to remind them and their children that the 
LORD had brought them out of slavery in Egypt (13:8). 
It reminded them of the haste of their departure, since 
they did not even have time to let their dough become 
leavened (12:34). Third, they were to set apart every 
firstborn male as belonging to the LORD (13:1–2). 
Human firstborn were to be redeemed by an animal 
sacrifice (13:13). The Israelites were to teach their 
children what it meant: all the firstborn belonged to 
God, since He had delivered them (13:15). Also, all 
Israel belonged to God as His firstborn and as His 
redeemed people (13:16). Later, God would choose 
the Levites in the place of the firstborn to serve as His 
special ministers (Num 3:12–13).
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ASK   
1.  What was Israel supposed to do to remember their 

deliverance? 
They were supposed to teach their children, using 
three rituals: (1) the Passover supper, (2) the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and (3) the consecration of the 
firstborn.

2.  What did the Passover supper help the Israelites 
remember? 
That the LORD had passed over them during the death 
of the firstborn.

3.  What did the Feast of Unleavened Bread help the 
Israelites remember? 
That the LORD had brought them out of slavery in Egypt.

4.  What did the consecration of the firstborn help the 
Israelites remember? 
That all the firstborn belonged to God, since He had 
delivered them.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why it is important to actively dwell upon 

and remember what God has done. 
2.  Describe the two ordinances God has given to 

New Testament believers (Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper). 

ASK   
1.  What does the Passover sacrifice represent? 

It represents Jesus Christ’s death as the Lamb of 
God. It shows us that only the blood of an innocent 
victim can protect sinners from God’s wrath.

2.  What happened after Passover? 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians told the Israelites to 
leave right away. They even gave them gold and 
silver. 

3.  After being delivered from Pharaoh’s power, 
who became Israel’s leader? 
God. He led them on their way out of Egypt by fire 
and by cloud.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how God demonstrated His leadership 

over Israel after Passover. 
2.  Read Colossians 1:13 and explain how salvation 

involves a transfer from one kingdom to another. 



Jesus is the Passover Lamb for believers • 1 Corinthians 5:6–8DAY 5
READ    
1 Corinthians 5:1–13

EXPLAIN    
The truth of 1 Corinthians 5:6–8
The Corinthian believers allowed sin to remain 
unchecked within the church. Instead of boasting, 
they should have rebuked the rampant sin that was 
devastating the fellowship of the believers. Unchecked 
sin, like leaven, quickly spreads, permeating 
the entire church. In the Bible leaven is used to 
represent influence (usually evil), so Paul reminded 
the Corinthians of the Passover in Egypt. Just as 
unleavened bread symbolized freedom from Egypt 
by the Passover (Exod 12:5–17), so the church is to 
be unleavened, because it has been freed from the 
kingdom of sin and death by the perfect Passover 
Lamb, Jesus Christ. The church is supposed to remove 
everything sinful in order to be separate from the 
old life. This feast of the new Passover in Christ is to 
be celebrated constantly. While the Old Testament 
Passover feast was only celebrated once a year with 
unleavened bread, this New Testament feast is a 
continual celebration of unleavened lives—lives free 
from the sin that dominated life before salvation. 

God parts the Red Sea
Exodus 14:1–15:21

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  Who is the Passover Lamb for believers?

Jesus.
2.  What does leaven represent in the Bible?

Influence (usually evil).
3.  What is an “unleavened life”?

A life that is free from the sin that dominated life 
before salvation.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how Jesus is the Passover Lamb for 

believers. 
2.  Discuss why it is important to confront sin before 

it has a chance to spread.
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The LORD chose to fi ght against Pharaoh • Exodus 14:1–12DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 14:1–12

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 14:1–12
Aft er fl eeing from Egypt, the LORD told Moses 
to lead the Israelites back toward Egypt in order 
to lure Pharaoh to att ack (14:2). He wanted 
Pharaoh to think the Israelites were lost and were 
no longer being cared for by their God (14:3). 
The LORD also hardened Pharaoh’s heart; all 
this was in order to glorify His own name and 
cause the Egypti ans to know that He is Yahweh 
(14:4). When trouble arises, God is sti ll in control; 
He plans trouble in order to display His glory 
(Rom 9:17). When Pharaoh saw the Israelites 
“wandering aimlessly,” he immediately pursued 
them with 600 of his best chariots and his enti re 
army (14:7–9). What hope did the unarmed, 
untrained Israelites have against the powerful 
Egypti an army? The Israelites were terrifi ed 
(14:10) and upset at Moses for rescuing them 
from slavery (14:11–12). They would have rather 
been slaves than die in an att empt to gain their 
freedom. But from God’s perspecti ve, everything 
was going exactly as He planned. 
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ASK   
1.  Why were the Israelites so afraid? 

Pharaoh’s whole army had come to att ack 
them.

2.  Why did God tell Moses to lead the people 
back toward Egypt? 
God wanted to make Pharaoh think the people 
were lost so that Pharaoh would try to att ack 
them.

3.  Why did God want Pharaoh to come aft er 
the Israelites? 
God wanted to show His glory and power by 
defeati ng Pharaoh and his army.

4.  Did the Israelites trust God when they saw 
the army? 
No. They were afraid and wished they were sti ll 
slaves in Egypt.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss how God is always in control, even 

when trouble arises. 
2.  Talk about a ti me when you or your family 

trusted God in the midst of diffi  cult 
circumstances.

God parts the Red Sea
Exodus 14:1–15:21WEEK 21

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



The LORD fought for Israel • Exodus 14:13–30DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 14:13–30

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 14:13–30
Moses reassured the people that the LORD was on their side 
(14:13–14). God always saves for the sake of His name (Isa 
48:11) and by His own power without any assistance from 
man (Eph 2:8). All that is required is to believe that God will 
save (Heb 3:12). Moses spoke these words by faith: he knew 
God had a plan to glorify Himself, but he didn’t yet know how 
God planned to save Israel. Then, after Moses spoke, God 
revealed His plan to divide the sea (14:15–18). After the 
Israelites had miraculously crossed the sea—with water like 
walls on each side (14:22)—dawn came and the Egyptians 
resumed their pursuit (14:23). But the LORD looked down 
from the fiery cloud and caused their chariots to go out of 
control (14:24–25). The Egyptians realized the terrifying 
truth: “The LORD is fighting for them against the Egyptians!” 
(14:25). God brought the walls of water back down over 
them and not a single Egyptian survived (14:26–28). How 
terrible it is to resist the omnipotent God (Heb 10:31), who is 
so powerful He cannot be beaten.

Israel sang praises to the LORD their warrior • 
Exodus 14:31–15:18DAY 3

READ    
Exodus 14:31–15:18

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 14:31–15:18
When Israel saw the LORD’s destruction of the 
Egyptians, they feared God, believing in Him and Moses 
(14:31). They sang of the LORD’s character, focusing on 
who the LORD is. He is highly exalted (15:1). He is our 
strength and song and salvation (15:2). He is a warrior 
(15:3; Isa 42:13), and He is mighty in power (15:5). They 
sang of the LORD’s actions, focusing on what the LORD 
has done. He shattered the enemy (15:6), overthrew 

His enemies and devoured them with His fiery wrath 
(15:7), split the sea (15:8), and caused the enemy to 
sink like lead into the waves (15:10). They sang of their 
confidence in the LORD to continue to fight for them 
in the future. They trusted Him to bring them into the 
land, knowing that all their enemies would be terrified 
when they heard of God’s powerful actions (15:14–16). 
Seven different words for fear are used in theses verses 
in order to emphasize the fear inspired by God’s power. 
Like Israel, we also ought to remember God’s past 
actions, for our faith is built upon evidence of God’s 
faithfulness (Ps 105:5).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  How did Moses answer the fearful and angry 

Israelites? 
Moses told them to be quiet, stand firm, and 
watch God defeat Pharaoh and his army.

2.  How did God save the Israelites? 
He parted the Red Sea, and they crossed on dry 
ground.

3.  How did God protect Israel while they were 
crossing? 
The Angel of God stood like a fiery cloud between 
the Israelites and the Egyptians.

4.  What happened to Pharaoh’s powerful army? 
Every soldier who followed Israel into the sea 
drowned.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how Moses demonstrated his faith 

in God.
2.  Read Ephesians 2:8–9 and discuss how God 

saves believers through no effort of their 
own.
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Moses led the people out of Egypt by faith • Hebrews 11:27–29DAY 4
READ    
Hebrews 11:27–29

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Hebrews 11:27–29
Moses led the people out of Egypt by faith. He knew that 
God, although unseen by human eyes, was able to uphold, 
strengthen and provide for him (11:27). He did not fear 
Pharaoh when he made things worse for the Israelites, and 
he did not fear the people when they turned against his 
leadership (Exod 6:9; 14:11–12). Rather, Moses feared the 
LORD, responding to God’s commands as though God were 
standing visibly before him (11:27). Moses’ loyalty to God 
is an example for all believers to follow. By faith he kept the 
Passover, no matter how strange and pointless the blood of 
a lamb on the doorpost seemed. Through his faith, and the 
faith of the people, the destroyer passed over the firstborn 
(11:28). By faith Moses and the people passed through 
the Red Sea on dry ground while the Egyptians, when they 
attempted the same feat, were drowned (11:29).When the 
people walked through the Red Sea they took God at His 
word. Faith takes God at His word and lives according to 
the will of God, looking forward to the fulfillment of His 
promise.
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ASK   
1.  How did Moses demonstrate his fear of the 

LORD?
Moses responded to God’s commands as though 
God were standing visibly before him even though 
he could not see God.

2.  How did Moses and the people demonstrate 
their faith in the LORD at Passover?
They put the blood of a lamb around their 
doorposts.

3.  How did Moses and the people demonstrate 
their faith at the Red Sea?
They walked through the midst of the sea on dry 
ground.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how faith takes God at His word.
2.  Discuss how your family can follow Moses’ 

example of faith this week by obeying God’s 
commands.

ASK   
1.  How did God rescue Israel? 

He parted the Red Sea so that they crossed on dry land.
2.  What did the people do after God saved them? 

They sang a song about God’s goodness and power.
3.  What happened to the Egyptians when they tried to 

cross? 
God made their chariots lose control, and He caused the 
water to return to its place and drown them.

4.  What did Israel sing about after God saved them? 
They sang about God’s character (His glorious power), His 
actions (His victory over Egypt), and their faith in Him to 
guide them and fight for them in the future.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why worship is the appropriate 

response to witnessing God’s power.
2.  As a family, read or sing the lyrics to one of the 

great hymns of the faith such as “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness”. 



Through Jesus a believer passes from death to life • John 5:24DAY 5
READ    
John 5:17–24

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 5:24
Jesus proclaimed His authority to give eternal life 
to whomever He desired (5:21, 24). Those who are 
saved, who receive eternal life, are those who hear 
His word. To be saved one must receive the message 
about Christ (Rom 10:17) and believe that the Father 
sent Him. Scripture consistently teaches that divine 
sovereignty in salvation does not negate human 
responsibility to repent and believe the gospel. Those 
who believe in Jesus are eternally secure. They will 
not come into judgment for there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ (Rom 8:1). Eternal life 
does not begin in heaven; it begins when one believes. 
At that moment a believer passes from death to life 
(5:24; Eph 2:1–5). Those who accept Jesus as God 
incarnate will be saved from their sins through Him 
(Matt 1:21; 1 Tim 1:15; Heb 7:25). But those who 
reject Him and believe He is anything other than He 
claimed to be will one day face His divine judgment 
(John 3:18; 9:39; 12:47–48; 16:8–9).

God preserves Israel
Exodus 15:22–17:7

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  How does someone receive eternal life?

He hears the message of Jesus and believes that God 
sent Him. The message calls men to repent and believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God.

2.  What change happens when someone believes?
They pass from death to life.

3.  When does eternal life begin?
Eternal life begins when someone first believes. God 
makes believers alive in Christ even though they were 
born dead in their sins. 

4.  What happens to those who reject Christ?
They will be judged for rejecting Christ.

DISCUSS   
1.  Read Romans 10:17 and describe the relationship 

between hearing God’s word and faith.
2.  Explain what it means to pass “out of death into 

life”. 
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The LORD provided drinkable water • Exodus 15:22–27DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 15:22–27

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 15:22–27
Aft er crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites traveled three 
days into the Wilderness of Shur (15:22). Finally they 
came to “Marah,” which means “bitt er,” because the 
water there was bitt er and undrinkable (15:23). So the 
Israelites grumbled, complaining in rebellion against God 
(15:24). Just three days before, the LORD had delivered 
the Israelites at the Red Sea, and the Israelites had sung 
confi dently that their LORD would lead them into the land 
of Canaan (15:13, 17), but now they grumbled. However, 
God was gracious to provide. He gave what was needed 
despite Israel’s rebellious atti  tude, making the water 
drinkable (15:25). But He also explained the meaning of 
His provision: it was proof that He is the LORD who heals 
(15:26). God’s provision was to encourage the Israelites to 
obey, while God’s power to infl ict illnesses, as He had done 
to the Egypti ans, was to make them afraid to disobey. 
In fact, four diff erent phrases for obedience are used in 
just one verse to emphasize the importance of complete 
obedience (15:26). Aft er emphasizing obedience, the 
LORD proved His provision by leading Israel to the fresh 
water oasis at Elim (15:27).
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ASK   
1.  Why did the Israelites grumble?

They were thirsty.
2.  How did God provide at Marah? 

He told Moses to throw a tree into the 
water, making the water drinkable.

3.  What was wrong with their grumbling?
They were not thankful for what God had 
done for them, and they did not trust God 
to provide for their needs.

4.  What did God want the Israelites to 
learn from this? 
He wanted them to learn to trust Him and 
obey Him, because He is always able to 
provide.

DISCUSS   
1.  Identi fy any ti mes you or your family 

has grumbled in the last week and talk 
about why this is not pleasing to God.

2.  List all the diff erent ways God has 
provided for your family in the last 
week. 

God preserves Israel
Exodus 15:22–17:7WEEK 22

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



The LORD provided manna and quail for food • Exodus 16:1–36DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 16:1–36

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 16:1–36
A month after leaving Egypt, the Israelites grumbled again, this 
time because of hunger (16:1–2). They blamed Moses, forgetting 
that it was the LORD, not Moses, who had rescued them. So Moses 
reminded them that they were really grumbling against the LORD 
who had brought them out of Egypt (16:6–8). But God chose to 
provide in order to prove that He was present with His people. He 
caused His glory to appear in the cloud before all of Israel (16:10), 
and He promised meat and bread so that Israel would know that He 
is Yahweh (16:12). This was the point of God’s provision: to prove 
that He is worthy to be served as God. Despite God’s supernatural 
provision of food, the Israelites still did not trust His word. Some 
gathered extra manna and saved it until the next day, but it became 
rotten with worms (16:20). Also, some went out on the Sabbath 
day to gather, but found that there was no manna that day (16:27). 
Moses was rightly angry with them, because even after God’s 
provision, they had not obeyed God’s instruction (16:20, 28).

The LORD provided water out of a rock • Exodus 17:1–7DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 17:1–17

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 17:1–17
Again the LORD tested Israel with thirst (17:1). The 
people had come to Rephidim, which was likely a river 
that is dry during parts of the year. They had come 
hoping for water, but it was already dried up. So again 
the people complained and held Moses responsible 
(17:2). Again, Moses reminded them that they were 
complaining against God, not against him (17:2). 
In fact, they were testing the LORD. They were not 
trusting His kindness and provision, and in danger of 

bringing His punishment against them. That is why 
the place is called “Massah” (which means testing) and 
“Meribah” (which means arguing) (17:7). The people 
were so upset that they were on the verge of stoning 
Moses (17:4). Again the LORD provided, despite 
Israel’s grumbling. Moses struck a rock as the LORD 
commanded, and water came out (17:6). The LORD 
even appeared in front of Moses on the rock (17:6). 
This was to silence the people, who were wondering, 
“Is the LORD among us?” (17:7). Yes, the LORD was 
among them, and He proved it both by appearing 
before them (16:10; 17:7) and by providing for them.

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  Why did the people grumble in the 

Wilderness of Sin? 
They were hungry

2.  What was wrong with their grumbling? 
They were not thankful for what God had 
done for them, and they did not trust God 
to provide for their needs.

3.  How did God provide for them in the 
morning? 
God sent manna for bread.

4.  How did God provide for them in the 
evening? 
God sent quail for meat. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why our grumbling and 

complaining is ultimately against God.
2.  Talk about how obedience to God 

reveals trust in God. 
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Jesus provides living water • John 4:7–15DAY 4
READ   
John 4:1–26

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 4:7–15
Most Jews disdained Samaria and would avoid 
traveling through this region. But Jesus passed through 
Samaria and had a conversation with a Samaritan 
woman. It was culturally incorrect for a man, especially 
a rabbi, to talk to any woman, least of all an immoral 
one. But Jesus had pity on the woman whom the 
rest of society had rejected. At the beginning of the 
conversation, Jesus was thirsty and asked the woman 
for water. But in reality, it was Jesus who had the water 
that the woman desperately needed. The water He 
offered would become a well of water springing up 
to eternal life (4:14). He offered her living water. The 
water Jesus offered was forgiveness of sin, the ability 
to obey God, and the desire to glorify God. Whoever 
drinks this water will never thirst again. Jesus’ 
conversation with the woman at the well illustrates 
that salvation comes to those who: (1) realize their 
need for spiritual life which they do not have; (2) desire 
forgiveness and repent of their sin; and (3) embrace 
Jesus as their Messiah and sin bearer.
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ASK   
1.  What did the woman desperately need? 

Living water. 
2.  What is “living water”?

Eternal life.
3.  What did Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the 

well illustrate?
That salvation comes to those who: (1) realize their 
need for spiritual life which they do not have; (2) desire 
forgiveness and repent of their sin; and (3) embrace 
Jesus as their Messiah and sin bearer.

DISCUSS   
1.  Compare and contrast regular water with “living 

water”.
2.  Describe where this “living water” may be obtained.

ASK   
1.  Why did the people complain at Rephidim? 

They had no water.
2.  Is it ever ok to grumble? 

No. We should be thankful for what God provides, 
and trust Him.

3.  How did God show them that He was still with 
them? 
He had Moses strike a rock, and then He made 
water flow out of the rock.

4.  What does this show us about God? 
We can trust Him to provide for our needs.

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain what it means to “test” God.
2.  Discuss why we need to constantly remember and 

dwell upon God’s gracious provision for all our 
needs. 



Jesus is the bread of heaven that has come down • John 6:47–51DAY 5
READ    
John 6:28–58

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 6:47–51
In John 6:34, the Jewish people who were listening to 
Jesus replied, “Sir, give us this bread.” But they were 
talking about physical bread because He had been 
creating food for them. They wanted bread that would 
satisfy their physical need, but Jesus wasn’t talking about 
physical bread (6:35). He was talking about Himself—the 
bread that would satisfy their spiritual need. Manna 
sustained the Israelites’ physical life in the wilderness, 
but it could not impart eternal life. Jesus claimed to be 
the bread of heaven which had come down (6:38, 41). 
They needed to eat this bread. Eating refers to saving 
belief in Jesus. We believe in Jesus, receiving Him into 
the very center of our lives. It’s not enough to come and 
listen. We must “eat”, completely entrusting ourselves 
to Him. Anyone who comes to Jesus, He will not turn 
away. Those who behold and believe in Jesus will have 
abundant life which will not end with death but will last 
forever. Those who believe in Him will live because of 
Him. 

God prepares Israel for 
the covenant
 Exodus 19:1–25

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  What did the people want?

They wanted physical bread.
2.  What did the people need?

They needed the bread of heaven, Jesus, who gives 
spiritual and eternal life to mankind.

3.  How was the manna in the wilderness different 
from the bread of heaven Jesus was talking 
about?
Manna provided for physical needs but could not 
impart eternal life as the bread of life could.

DISCUSS   
1.  Compare and contrast the manna in the 

wilderness with Jesus, the bread of heaven.
2.  Explain what it means to “eat” the bread of 

heaven, Jesus. 
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The LORD chose Israel to be His holy people • Exodus 19:1–8DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 19:1–8

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 19:1–8
In the third month aft er Israel had gone out of Egypt they 
came into the wilderness of Sinai (19:1). There the LORD 
reminded Israel that He had rescued them from Egypt for 
a purpose: to bring them to Himself (19:4). Because He 
had redeemed them, it was fi tti  ng that they should now 
serve Him. So He called them to obey His voice and keep 
His covenant (19:5). He had called them to be a kingdom 
of priests (19:6; 1 Pet 2:9). They were to communicate 
God’s blessing to the world (Gen 12:3). Through Israel 
all nati ons would be blessed (Gen 12:3). Specifi cally, the 
blessing that came through Israel was God’s Word (Rom 
3:2) and the Messiah (Rom 9:5). Second, Israel was also 
to be a holy nati on, called by God to be pure and set apart 
from the world in order to carry out God’s special purpose 
(Deut 14:21). By their holy living they were to worship 
God and draw the nati ons to God (Isa 2:3). The true test 
would be whether they would conti nue to have this heart 
of obedience (Deut 5:28–29).
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ASK   
1.  What animal did God use to show 

how He had rescued Israel? 
An eagle.

2.  Why did God rescue Israel? 
To bring them to Himself.

3.  Why did God deserve their obedience 
and worship? 
He had rescued them with power like 
that of a huge, soaring eagle.

4.  What does it mean to be a kingdom of 
priests? 
Every individual among all Israel was 
supposed to know God, worship Him, 
and display Him to the rest of the world.

DISCUSS   
1.  Read Ephesians 2:7 and identi fy 

God’s purpose in rescuing sinful man. 
2.  Discuss the impact our lives have on a 

watching world. 

God prepares Israel for the covenant
 Exodus 19:1–25WEEK 23

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



Israel prepared to meet with their holy LORD • Exodus 19:9–15DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 19:9–15

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 19:9–15
After agreeing to listen to the LORD, the people prepared 
to meet Him. The LORD planned to appear to all the people, 
instead of just to Moses, so that the people would trust Moses’ 
leadership (19:9). But since the LORD is holy, the Israelites 
needed to prepare to meet with Him. They prepared by washing 
their clothes (19:10, 14), keeping their bodies clean (19:15), and 
making a boundary around the mountain (19:12–13). Although 
such external actions do not make a person holy (Isa 1:16–17), 
they do show two things. First, they show the seriousness of 
being in God’s presence. When Moses had first met with God 
on this mountain, he removed his sandals and did not approach 
too near to God’s presence in the bush (3:5). So no one should 
dare to come into God’s presence without first carefully thinking 
about who God is (Eccl 5:1–2). Second, they show that holiness 
involves purity (2 Cor 7:1). God is pure and does not tolerate 
even the smallest amount of sin in His presence. 

The holy God met with Israel • Exodus 19:16–25DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 19:16–25

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 19:16–25
God’s holiness is awesome and terrifying. When He 
appeared, He came with thunder and lightning and 
with a dark cloud (19:16). There was a trumpet blast 
that grew louder and louder, as well as smoke and a 
violent earthquake (19:18–19). When Moses went up 
the mountain, he was trembling to be in the presence of 
such a holy God (Heb 12:21). Anyone who understands 
God’s holiness trembles in His presence and feels 

overwhelmed by his own sinfulness (Isa 6:3–5). This 
passage emphasizes the terrifying power of God’s 
holiness by repeating warnings about coming too close 
to God. Three times the people were warned not to 
cross the boundary around the mountain (9:12, 21, 23–
24). Not even the priests were allowed to cross since 
they had not yet been purified (9:22). God’s holiness is 
so overwhelming that anyone who crossed would be 
killed, executed from a distance with stones or arrows 
so that no one else would become guilty by touching 
the sinner (19:13). Even animals were to be killed if they 
crossed. God’s holiness is a matter of life and death (Lev 
10:1–3).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What did Israel do to prepare to meet 

with God? 
They kept their clothes and bodies clean, 
and they made sure not to come too close to 
God. 

2.  Where did God choose to appear to 
Israel? 
He appeared at Mt Sinai, just as He had 
promised to Moses. 

3.  What does it mean to be a holy nation? 
It means Israel was supposed to be pure, 
devoted to God, and different from all the 
nations.

DISCUSS   
1.  Define “holiness”. 
2.  Explain why it is important that we come 

to God in holiness. 
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God’s holiness is a fearful and awesome thing • Isaiah 6:3–5DAY 4
READ    
Isaiah 6:1–8

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Isaiah 6:3–5
With smoke and violent quaking God appeared to 
Israel at Sinai (Exod 19:18), and with smoke and violent 
quaking God appeared to Isaiah (6:4). This shows that 
God’s holiness is a terrifying thing. God is “holy, holy, 
holy” (6:3). This is the only time in the Old Testament 
where a word is repeated three times in a row. If “holy” 
were repeated twice in Hebrew, it would be saying 
“holiest.” So repeating it three times is like saying “most 
holiest.” God is very holy. In fact, the Old Testament 
describes God’s name as “holy” more than it describes 
it in every other way combined. God’s holiness means 
that He is different from everything else. It also means 
that He is pure, separate from all evil. So when Isaiah 
saw God’s holiness, his own sinfulness was highlighted 
as never before (6:5). He knew that because of his 
sinfulness, he could not survive in God’s holy presence. 
Like Israel and Isaiah, we must humble ourselves and 
cleansed if we are to serve our holy God (6:6–8).
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ASK   
1.  What does “holy” mean? 

When we call God “holy,” we mean that He is perfect, 
complete, and different from everything else. He alone 
sets the standard for right and wrong. 

2.  Why is God’s holiness connected to smoke and 
violent quaking? 
Smoke and quaking show God’s wrath against sin. 
Because God is holy, anything unholy cannot survive in 
God’s presence.

3.  What did Isaiah say when He saw God’s holy 
presence? 
He said, “Woe is me!” Isaiah knew he was sinful and 
could not survive in the presence of God’s holiness. 

4.  Why did Isaiah see God’s holiness? 
God humbled and cleansed Isaiah before using him as 
His special messenger.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why Isaiah could not survive in God’s 

presence (Rom 3:23–24).
2.  Describe how we should respond when confronted 

with God’s holiness. 

ASK   
1.  When God appeared, what was it like? 

There was thunder, lightning, fire, smoke, an earthquake, 
and a trumpet that got louder and louder.

2.  What would happen if someone crossed the 
boundary? 
They were to be killed by being stoned or shot with 
arrows.

3.  How did God display His holiness? 
He appeared with thunder, lightning, fire, smoke, an 
earthquake, and a trumpet that got louder and louder.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe the appropriate response of someone 

who understands God’s holiness. 
2.  Explain how sinful people may have a 

relationship with holy God. 



Believers have spiritual privileges in Christ • 1 Peter 2:9–10DAY 5
READ    
1 Peter 2:4–10

EXPLAIN    
The truth of 1 Peter 2:9–10
Through Jesus all believers enjoy the privileges 
granted to Israel. First, believers are chosen by 
God. It is humbling that salvation is God’s choice, 
not man’s, but it is also comforting to know that 
God’s choice never changes (John 14:27). Second, 
believers are a “royal” priesthood. They serve the 
King with royal authority given by the King (2 Cor 
5:20). Third, believers are a priesthood. They serve 
in God’s presence, pray for others, and speak God’s 
words to others. Fourth, believers are holy through 
the blood of Christ (1 Cor 6:11). Fifth, believers are 
a nation, people from many nations united as one in 
Christ (Rom 12:5). Sixth, they are God’s treasured 
possession, purchased by the precious blood of Christ 
(1:18–19). Seventh, they have been shown mercy by 
being given new life in Christ (1:3). All these privileges 
are for one purpose: believers are saved in order to 
proclaim the excellencies of God, just as Israel was 
rescued from Pharaoh in order to glorify God among 
the nations.

God gives the Ten  
Commandments
Exodus 20:1–21

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  How can people from all nations enjoy the 

privileges first given only to Israel? 
Believers enjoy these privileges through Jesus Christ. 

2.  What was God’s purpose in saving and giving all 
these privileges? 
God’s purpose was to purchase a people who would 
serve Him and display His glory for all to see.

3.  How are believers today like the priests of Israel? 
Believers are a priesthood because they offer 
spiritual sacrifices to God—including thanksgiving (Ps 
50:23), giving money for God’s work (Phil 4:18), and 
dedicating their whole lives to God (Rom 12:1). They 
also enjoy God’s presence, pray for others, and speak 
God’s word to others.

DISCUSS   
1.  Define what a “privilege” is.
2.  List specific ways you can proclaim the excellencies 

of God.
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The setti  ng of the Ten Commandments • Exodus 20:1–2, 18–21DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 20:1–2, 18–21

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 20:1–2, 18–21
The Ten Commandments were spoken by God Himself 
(20:1). Because He had rescued Israel from slavery in 
Egypt (20:2), He demanded that the people serve Him. All 
those who are delivered by God, whether from slavery to 
Pharaoh or from slavery to sin, are required to submit to 
God as their ruler (Rom 6:22; 2 Cor 5:14–15). To some this 
sounds harsh, but God’s commands come in the context of 
grace, in the context of God’s deliverance of sinners who 
do not deserve it. When God spoke, the people were afraid 
and begged Moses to speak to them for God instead of 
God speaking to them directly (20:19). Moses told them 
not to be afraid, but He also said that God came to test 
them so that they would fear Him (20:20). They were to 
fear God the way a son fears a good father (Rom 8:15). 
The son loves and respects the strength of his father, and 
he trembles at the displeasure and discipline of his father 
when he disobeys (Heb 12:7). 
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ASK   
1.  Who spoke the Ten 

Commandments? 
God did.

2.  Why did God give Israel the Ten 
Commandments? 
To teach them what it means to 
be His holy people.

3.  Why did the people ask Moses 
to speak to them instead of 
God? 
The people were afraid and 
thought they were going to die 
(20:19). 

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe what it means to 

“fear” God biblically. 
2.  Defi ne what a “commandment” 

is. 

God gives the Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1–21WEEK 24

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



Four Commandments about man’s relationship  
with God • Exodus 20:3–11DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 20:3–11

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 20:3–11
The commandments have a logical order. The first four focus on man’s 
relationship with God and the final six focus on man’s relationship with 
other men. The first command was that Israel should have no other 
gods (20:3). Other nations worshiped many gods, but Israel was to 
worship no other god alongside Yahweh. The second commandment 
says that no image should be made to be worshiped (20:4–6). It’s not 
wrong to make images, since the tabernacle itself was filled with carved 
images (25:18). But it is wrong to make an image that represents the 
true God or of anything else for the purpose of worshiping the image. 
The third commandment is not to take the name of the Lord in vain 
(20:7). This literally means to speak God’s name or to speak of His 
character in an empty way. The last of these four commands was to 
keep the Sabbath (20:8). Sabbath literally means “to cease.” It was a 
day to stop working as a way to remember God’s rest after creation 
(20:9–11) and the coming rest in the day of the Messiah (Jer 50:34; 
Heb 4:9). 

Commandments about man’s relationship with  
other men • Exodus 20:12–17DAY 3

READ    
Exodus 20:12–17

EXPLAIN   
The truth of Exodus 20:12–17
The link between the first four commandments and 
the last six is the fifth commandment: honor your 
father and mother (20:12). This shows how critical the 
family and parental authority is: God designed parents 
to pass on faith in God to their children (12:26–27; 
Deut 6:7). The sixth commandment forbids murder 
(20:13). This is specifically about killing that results 
from intentional violence, but even accidental killing 
required a person to flee to a city of refuge (Deut 
19:5). The seventh commandment forbids adultery 

(20:14). The eighth commandment forbids stealing, 
or taking what belongs to someone else (20:15). The 
ninth commandment forbids bearing false witness 
(20:16). This specifically refers to testifying in court, 
but it includes the prohibition against lying (Hos 4:2). 
The tenth commandment forbids coveting (20:17). 
Coveting means to have a strong desire for something. 
This prevented the Israelites from thinking of God’s 
commands as merely outward. God looks at the heart (1 
Sam 16:7), and sin starts with a person’s thoughts and 
desires (Matt 15:19; Jas 1:13–15). With just ten laws, 
God graciously, perfectly, and wisely established the 
foundation for a nation. 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What do the first four commandments 

cover? 
They cover our relationship with God. 
They show that we must love God with 
heart, soul, mind, and strength.

2.  Have you kept all the Ten 
Commandments? 
No. The Ten Commandments show that 
we are sinners.

3.  What does it mean to take the Lord’s 
name “in vain”? 
To speak God’s name or to speak of His 
character in an empty way.

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain why God is worthy of 

exclusive worship.
2.  Discuss the impossibility of perfectly 

keeping even the first commandment. 
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God’s law reveals sin and shows the need for Jesus • Romans 7DAY 4
READ    
Romans 7

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Romans 7:7–12
The Ten Commandments were never intended to be a 
way to earn salvation (Gal 3:11). In fact, the purpose 
of the Law is to reveal our sinfulness. When we are 
told, “Do not covet,” we are tempted to covet as a way 
to prove that we are in charge and do not need to 
follow God’s commands (7:8). On the other hand, we 
are also tempted to try to keep the Law as a way to 
earn salvation (7:10). However, this does not mean the 
Law is a bad thing. The Law is “holy and righteous and 
good” (7:7, 12). The Law is good because it causes us 
to realize our sin in light of God’s holy standard (7:7). 
When we see that we cannot keep the Law, we realize 
that we are spiritually dead (7:9) and stop trying to 
argue that we are good enough (3:20). Instead, we turn 
to Christ, trusting Him to pay the penalty for our sin 
(3:24–25), and we submit to the Holy Spirit who gives 
us the ability to obey God’s Law (Gal 5:16–25).
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ASK   
1.  Can we earn salvation by keeping the Law?

No. The Law shows what righteousness looks like, but it 
cannot change a sinful heart into a righteous heart.

2.  Does the Law make us sin?
No. We break God’s Law because we like to be our own 
bosses. 

3.  Is the Law good? 
Yes. It shows us that we need Jesus.

4.  Now that Jesus has paid sin’s penalty, can we stop 
keeping the Law?
No. We keep the Law not to earn salvation, but to serve 
God who has already saved us. We keep it by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, not by our own strength.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss which commandments you have broken and 

the penalty you deserve (Rom 6:23a).
2.  Explain the purpose of the Law.

ASK   
1.  What are the last six commandments about? 

They are about our relationship with other people. They 
show that to be God’s people, we must love our neighbor 
as we love ourselves.

2.  What is the link between the first four 
commandments and the last six? 
The fifth commandment: honor your father and mother 
(20:12).

3.  Do the commandments refer only to outward 
actions? 
No. The tenth commandment, coveting, refers to a strong 
desire for something that begins in the heart. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss how our actions towards other people 

reveal much about our attitude towards God.
2.  Explain how sin starts with a person’s thoughts 

and desires (Matt 15:19; Jas 1:13–15).



Jesus Christ alone satisfied the whole law • 1 Peter 2:22–25DAY 5
READ    
1 Peter 2

EXPLAIN    
The truth of 1 Peter 2:22–25
Because God’s law reflects God’s holy character, 
the law had to be fulfilled. Also, it had to be fulfilled 
by a man because God’s Law was given to man. So 
it is extremely good news that there is a man, Jesus 
Christ, who perfectly fulfilled God’s holy law. Jesus 
never sinned (2:22). He did not even sin when He was 
being unjustly mocked and beaten and killed (2:23). 
Instead, He responded with faith in God the Father. 
Because He fulfilled the law, He was able to pay the 
penalty as the representative of mankind (2:24). So 
now through Jesus we can be made righteous. We can 
be healed from the harmful effects of our sinfulness. 
Apart from Jesus, we are condemned by the law and 
unable to come into the presence of holy God. But 
through Jesus, we can come into God’s presence, and 
God becomes the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls 
(2:25). For this to happen, we must come by faith, 
trusting in Jesus Christ and the work of salvation He 
accomplished for us (Rom 1:17).

God ordains the 
tabernacle
Exodus 25:1–27:19; 30:1–10

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  Who is the only man who has perfectly kept God’s 

law?
Jesus is the only sinless man.

2.  Did Jesus deserve to die?
No. Death is the penalty for sin, but Jesus never 
sinned.

3.  Why did Jesus die?
Jesus died for the sins of the world, so that all who 
believe can be forgiven.

4.  Since Jesus died for sins, does that mean we can 
ignore the law?
No. We are told to follow Christ’s example (1 Pet 2:21). 
But now we do so with new hearts given by Christ.

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss why it was necessary for Jesus to fulfill the 

Law.
2.  Discuss the difference between keeping the Law as 

a way to earn salvation (Gal 3:10–12) and keeping 
Christ’s commands as one already redeemed by 
Christ (2 Cor 5:14–15).
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The Court of the Tabernacle • 
Exodus 27:1–19; 29:38–42; 30:17–21DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 27:1–19; 29:38–42; 30:17–21

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 27:1–19; 29:38–42; 30:17–21
Approaching the tabernacle, the fi rst sight would have 
been a pure white, 7 ½ foot high linen curtain surrounding 
a courtyard about 150 feet long and 75 feet wide (Exod 
27:9–19). The white curtain prevented the people from 
seeing inside, illustrati ng God’s holiness. Entering the 
court of the tabernacle, the fi rst thing that would have 
been seen was the large bronze altar, 7 ½ feet square and 
about 4 feet tall (27:1–8). It was made of acacia wood and 
covered with bronze. In additi on to any sacrifi ces brought 
in by individuals or on special days, two lambs were to be 
off ered every day upon the altar, one in the morning and 
one in the evening (29:38–42). These sacrifi ces had to be 
off ered each day, because sin is a daily reality. Moving past 
the altar towards the tabernacle itself would have been 
a large bronze basin full of water (30:17–21). The priests 
used the basin for washing. Their constant washings 
revealed man’s need for personal holiness and cleansing 
from sin. What water could never do—cleanse a sin 
stained heart—Jesus does, through the purifying work of 
His Spirit (Titus 3:5).
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ASK   
1.  What surrounded the court of the 

tabernacle? 
A pure white curtain. It reminds us of 
God’s holiness.

2.  What was the fi rst thing that would 
have been seen upon entering the 
court of the tabernacle? 
A large bronze altar.

3.  Moving past the altar what would 
have been seen? 
A large bronze basin full of water. The 
constant washings of the priests remind 
us of our need for personal holiness and 
cleansing from sin.  

DISCUSS   
1.  Discuss what the Israelites would 

have seen, heard, and smelled on 
a daily basis in the court of the 
tabernacle.  

2.  Explain how these daily sights, 
sounds, and smells would have been 
constant reminder of God’s holiness 
and man’s sin. 

God ordains the tabernacle
Exodus 25:1–27:19; 30:1–10WEEK 25

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



The Holy Place •  
Exodus 25:23–40; 26:1–30, 36–37; 30:1–6DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 25:23–40; 26:1–30, 36–37; 30:1–6

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 25:23–40; 26:1–30, 36–37; 30:1–6
The tabernacle was 45 feet long, 15 feet wide and 15 feet high and 
covered with four layers of material (Exod 26:1–30, 36–37). The 
frame of the tabernacle, made out of acacia wood, was covered 
with gold. Inside the Holy Place to the right was a table made of 
acacia wood and covered with gold, approximately 1½ feet wide, 
3 feet long, and a little over 2 feet high (25:23–30). Twelve loaves 
of bread sat on the table. This bread was called the Bread of His 
Presence, or the showbread, and it represented the twelve tribes 
of Israel being continually in God’s presence, a picture of God’s 
fellowship with Israel. Opposite the table was the gold lampstand 
with seven lamps (25:31–40). Finally, the altar of incense would 
have been at the far end of the Holy Place, standing just in front of 
the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies 
(30:1–6). It was a small altar, only 3 feet high and 1½ feet square, 
and covered with gold (30:2–3). 

The Holy of Holies: The Veil • Exodus 30:6DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 30:6

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 30:6
Just past the altar of incense was the white veil 
embroidered with cherubim, which was the entrance 
into the Holy of Holies. “Holy of Holies” is a Hebrew 
way of saying “the Most Holy Place,” the place of God’s 
own presence. While other priests could enter the Holy 

Place to burn incense, replace the bread, or fill the lamps 
with oil, only the high priest could enter the Holy of 
Holies, and he could only do so once a year, on the Day 
of Atonement. On this special day, the high priest would 
represent all Israel, since he wore on his clothing twelve 
stones with the names of the twelve tribes engraved on 
them. When Jesus died, the veil in the temple was torn 
(Mark 15:38), opening the way for any to enter God’s 
holy presence, if they enter by faith in the great High 
Priest, Jesus (Heb 10:19–22).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What was the frame of the tabernacle 

covered with? 
Gold.

2.  What three pieces of furniture were 
located inside the Holy Place? 
The table, the lampstand, and the altar of 
incense. 

3.  What did the twelve loaves of bread 
represent? 
The twelve tribes of Israel being continually 
in God’s presence. 

4.  What separated the Holy Place from the 
Holy of Holies? 
A curtain (veil). 

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how the tabernacle was a 

picture of God’s presence among Israel.
2.  Describe how the tabernacle was a 

picture of God’s separateness from Israel. 
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The Holy of Holies: The Ark of the Covenant • Exodus 25:10–16DAY 4
READ    
Exodus 25:10–16

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 25:10–16
Entering the Holy of Holies, little would have been 
seen. There was just one piece of furniture, the ark 
of the covenant (Exod 25:10–16). The word for “ark” 
simply means “box” or “chest.” It was not large—just 
a little over 2 feet high, 2 feet wide, and almost 4 feet 
long. Like most of the other furniture, it was made of 
acacia wood and covered with gold, both inside and 
out. Inside the box were the tablets of stone given 
to Moses during the trip up Mount Sinai when he 
received these instructions (25:16).
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ASK   
1.  What was the one piece of furniture inside the Holy 

of Holies? 
The ark of the covenant. 

2.  What was the ark of the covenant? 
A box made of acacia wood covered with gold, both 
inside and out.  

3.  What was inside the ark of the covenant? 
The two stone tablets containing the Ten 
Commandments. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Identify the purpose of the Ten Commandments 

(Rom 7:7).
2.  Discuss why so much gold was used in the 

construction of the tabernacle and its furnishings.  

ASK   
1.  “Holy of Holies” is a Hebrew way of saying what? 

“The Most Holy Place,” the place of God’s own presence. 
2.  Who could enter the Holy of Holies?  

Only the high priest, and only once a year on the Day of 
Atonement.

3.  What happened to the veil when Jesus died on the 
cross? 
The veil in the temple was torn (Mark 15:38).

 

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain why Christians no longer need a human 

high priest to represent them once a year inside 
the Holy of Holies.  

2.  Discuss what the torn veil at Jesus’ death 
pictured.



The Holy of Holies: The Lid of the Ark of the Covenant •  
Exodus 25:17–22DAY 5

READ    
Exodus 25:17–22

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 25:17–22
The lid of the ark would have captured attention 
(Exod 25:17–22). The lid is often described as the 
“mercy seat,” but it was not a seat. The name for the 
lid actually means “place of atonement”, a place of 
ransom or deliverance by offering a substitute. It was 
made of solid gold, with two gold cherubim rising up 
from each end of the lid, facing the center with their 
wings stretched out over the lid. These cherubim 
remind us of the sacred holiness of God. But there 
was something on the lid—blood, sprinkled on it by 
the high priest once a year on the Day of Atonement 
(Lev 16).  Inside the ark was the law, which reveals sin 
and condemns all people for failing to live by God’s 
prefect standard. But on the lid was the sacrificial 
blood, covering over the law which man had broken. 
And above the cherubim the LORD Himself promised 
to meet with His people (Exod 25:22), letting the 
sacrificial blood cover the judgment due to humans 
for breaking His law. 

God punishes Israel’s 
idolatry
Exodus 32:1–35

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  The lid of the ark of the covenant is often 

described as what? 
The “mercy seat,” but it was not a seat. The name for 
the lid actually means “place of atonement.”

2.  What rose up from the lid? 
Two gold cherubim facing the center with their wings 
stretched out over the lid, reminding us of the sacred 
holiness of God.

3.  What was on the lid? 
Blood, sprinkled on it by the high priest once a year on 
the Day of Atonement (Lev 16). 

4.  Where did the LORD promise to meet with His 
people? 
Above the cherubim (Exod 25:22). 

DISCUSS   
1.  Define the word “atonement” and identify the only 

sacrifice for sin accepted by God.  
2.  Identify the only person who has ever perfectly 

obeyed all of God’s commands. 
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Israel committ ed idolatry • Exodus 32:1–6DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 32:1–6

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 32:1–6
When Moses did not immediately return from the mountain, 
the people quickly turned to idolatry: they worshiped 
something else in the place of God. They forgot that it was 
God who had led them out of Egypt, and they gave credit for 
their deliverance to a man, Moses (32:1). It seems that Aaron 
opposed their plan, but he lacked the courage to confront 
them. Perhaps he thought having to tear their gold earrings 
off  would make the people stop, but it did not (32:2–3). So 
Aaron did what the people wanted and made them a golden 
calf (32:4). Aaron foolishly thought he could sti ll turn the 
Israelites’ worship back to the true God by claiming that the 
calf was Yahweh. He built an altar in front of the calf and 
declared a festi val to Yahweh (32:5). But the people’s worship 
was out of control, proving that they were not serving the true 
God (32:6). When Israel worshiped the golden calf, they broke 
the fi rst three commandments. Like them, we commit idolatry 
whenever we claim to worship God but instead worship our 
own version of God. 
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ASK   
1.  Why did the people commit 

idolatry? 
They forgot the true God who had 
rescued them from Egypt.

2.  What was their idolatry? 
They worshiped a golden calf. 
Even though they called it 
Yahweh, it was not Yahweh. 

3.  Did God hate their sin? 
Yes. He even told Moses to let 
Him kill all of Israel.

DISCUSS   
1.  Defi ne “idolatry” and identi fy 

examples of idolatry in your 
own life.

2.  We oft en try to combine 
the worship of God with the 
worship of our own pleasures 
and desires. Explain why God 
deserves our exclusive worship. 

God punishes Israel’s idolatry
Exodus 32:1–35WEEK 26 

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



Moses interceded for Israel • Exodus 32:7–14DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 32:7–14

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 32:7–14
The LORD knew about Israel’s idolatry. He told Moses that Israel had 
“corrupted” themselves (32:7), just like the people before the flood 
(Gen 6:12). “Corrupted” means rotten and useless, like Jeremiah’s 
rotten belt (Jer 13:7). So the LORD refused to call Israel “my people” 
as He had before (32:7). He called them “Moses’ people”. They were 
“stiff-necked” (32:9). So the LORD told Moses to “let Me alone” in order 
to completely destroy Israel (32:10). But Moses interceded; he prayed 
for the people. He declared that Israel was God’s people, not his own 
(32:11). He appealed to God’s glory (32:12). He appealed to God’s 
faithfulness (32:13). And God relented (32:14). Moses hadn’t caused 
God to change His plan. Rather, God had tested Moses, and Moses had 
prayed according to what God already desired. God is one who shows 
mercy for the sake of His glory (Isa 48:11) and in order to be faithful 
to His promises (Deut 7:7–8; Rom 11:28–29). God was pleased with 
Moses, just as He is pleased with everyone who prays according to His 
character and for the sake of His glory (John 14:13).

The LORD severely punished the people’s sin • Exodus 32:15–29DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 32:15–29

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 32:15–29
After God relented, Moses went down to the people. 
He was carrying the two tablets with the law written 
on them, but when he saw the idol worship, he threw 
the tablets down in anger (32:19). They shattered, 
illustrating how Israel had broken the commandments. 
Next, Moses burned the calf and ground up the 
gold from the calf into powder (32:20). Then he 
sprinkled the powder into the drinking water and 

made the people drink. This illustrated the stupidity 
of worshiping an idol. Moses then turned to Aaron 
(32:21), but Aaron refused to take responsibility. 
Instead, he blamed the people and claimed that the 
calf miraculously formed itself (32:22–24). But Aaron 
was to blame because he had let the people get out of 
control (32:25). Finally, to put an end to the riotous 
idolatry, Moses called to himself whoever was for the 
LORD (32:26). Only the Levites came to him. Moses 
ordered the Levites to go through the people, killing 
them with their swords, and three thousand men were 
killed (32:27–28). This sounds harsh, but it illustrates 
the severity of sin, especially of idolatry. 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  What sin did the people commit? 

Idolatry. They worshiped a golden calf in 
place of God.

2.  How did Moses intercede for the 
people? 
Moses asked God to forgive Israel.

3.  What did God tell Moses to let Him 
do? 
God told Moses to let Him destroy all 
of Israel and make a new nation out of 
Moses.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe how Moses interceded 

(prayed) for the people.
2.  Make a list of people your family can 

pray for and pray for them as a family 
throughout the week. 
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The LORD confirmed both His justice and His mercy •  
Exodus 32:30–35DAY 4

READ    
Exodus 32:30–35

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 32:30–35
After the Levites returned, Moses went to the LORD to 
make atonement for Israel’s sin (32:30). Moses pleaded 
on behalf of the people, even offering his own life in 
the place of the Israelites (32:32). However, Moses 
could not offer his life for theirs. No mere man can 
atone for, or ransom, the life of another (Ps 49:7–9). 
God rejected Moses’ request but answered his heart’s 
desire. God refused to turn away from His justice. He 
would do what is right and fair, promising that those 
who sinned would die for their own sin (32:33). God 
may have sent an additional plague (32:35), but this is 
likely a summary of the punishment already inflicted. 
Either way, God struck them justly. On the other 
hand, God also promised that His angel would go with 
Moses to lead the people (32:34), showing that God 
had not forsaken His people. He showed mercy by not 
giving the punishment that was deserved. Although 
individuals who reject God will perish, God’s covenant 
to the people of Israel, and to all who believe, remains
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ASK   
1.  What was Israel’s punishment? 

3,000 men were killed.
2.  Was God just? 

Yes. Those who sinned would die for their own sin 
(32:33).

3.  Was God merciful? 
Yes. Even though all Israel deserved to be destroyed, only 
3,000 died. God planned to continue bringing Israel to 
the Promised Land.

DISCUSS   
1.  Define “justice” and “mercy” and give examples of 

each. 
2.  Explain why Jesus had to be both God and man in 

order to atone for sin.

ASK   
1.  What did Moses do with the Ten Commandments when 

he saw the people’s sin? 
He shattered them on the ground in anger. This showed how 
Israel had broken God’s commands.

2.  What did Moses do to the calf? 
He burned it, ground it into powder, and made the people 
drink it in the water.

3.  Did Aaron take responsibility for letting the people get 
out of control? 
No. Aaron refused to take responsibility. He blamed the 
people and claimed that the calf miraculously formed itself 
(32:22–24)

DISCUSS   
1.  Talk about the stupidity of worshiping an 

idol.
2.  Describe what God thinks about idolatry. 



Jesus saves God’s people from condemnation • Romans 8:33–34DAY 5
READ    
Romans 8:28–39 

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Romans 8:33–34 
When Moses interceded for Israel, even offering his 
own life to make atonement for them, he provided 
a picture of Jesus’ work on the cross. Unlike Moses, 
Jesus did die to make atonement, and now He lives to 
intercede for us (8:34). He intercedes with authority 
because He has risen victorious over death and now 
sits at God’s right hand. Because Jesus has satisfied 
God’s wrath against sin by His death, and because He 
intercedes for us, we never have to fear any charge 
brought against us (8:33). Nothing can separate us 
from the love of Christ (8:35–39). This is why we 
stand confident that God will complete His saving 
work in us (8:28–30). God has already given His Son 
to purchase those whom He chose beforehand (8:29–
32) and He will magnify His name by never rejecting 
the ones He has justified by the blood of Christ.

God’s presence fills  
the tabernacle
Exodus 33:1–34:35; 40:1–38

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  What two things does Jesus do to free every 

believer from condemnation?
He died to pay the price of sin, and He intercedes for 
every believer.

2.  What proof has God given that He will never reject 
His people?
He already gave the most costly gift, His Son. If He 
already did this for those who were still enemies, 
then He will also make sure to provide every grace 
necessary to complete His saving purpose.

3.  Can anything separate a believer from the love of 
God?
No. Nothing can, because God has already justified 
those who believe.

DISCUSS   
1.  Compare and contrast the atonement of Jesus and 

Moses.
2.  Describe how Jesus saves believers from 

condemnation. 
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The LORD kept His glory away from the sinful people • 
Exodus 33:1–6DAY 1

READ    
Exodus 33:1–6

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 33:1–6
Although God was gracious to Israel aft er their idolatry, 
their sin sti ll separated them from God. God showed His 
grace by staying faithful to His promise to Abraham to 
give Israel the land of Canaan (33:1–2; Neh 9:17). He 
would even send an angel with them to drive out their 
enemies. But because of their sin, God Himself would not 
go with them (33:3). God’s presence is so holy, so pure 
and opposed to sin that He might destroy the people in 
a single moment because of their sin (33:5; Ps 1:5). The 
people responded in the right way. They mourned, even 
removing all their jewelry as a sign of their grief (33:4, 
6). They grieved because they saw that their sin had 
separated them from God (Isa 59:2). This separati on is 
illustrated by the tent of meeti ng (a temporary one used 
by Moses before the tabernacle) being set up far away 
from the camp (33:7). God’s glory and man’s sin do not 
mix.
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ASK   
1.  Why were the people sad? 

God did not stay with them because 
of their sin. The tent of meeti ng was 
moved far away from the people. 

2.  Why did God choose not to stay 
among the people? 
He said that He is so holy He might 
completely destroy them because of 
their sin.

3.  Where did Moses pitch the tent of 
meeti ng? 
He put it far outside the camp, 
showing that God would not stay 
close to sinful people.

DISCUSS   
1.  Explain why sin separates God and 

man.
2.  Describe how we should respond 

to the sin in our own lives. 

God’s presence fi lls the tabernacle
Exodus 33:1–34:35; 40:1–38WEEK 27

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON



Moses prayed on the basis of God’s favor and glory •  
Exodus 33:7–23DAY 2

READ    
Exodus 33:7–23

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 33:7–23
God did not completely remove His presence from Israel. Moses 
habitually went into the tent of meeting to pray, and the pillar 
of cloud would come down on the tent (33:9). Through Moses’ 
prayers God would restore His presence to Israel. Moses came 
to God on the basis of God’s favor. God had said that Moses 
found favor in God’s sight (33:12), and God heard Moses’ prayer, 
promising that His presence would go with Moses to guide him 
(33:14). To confirm God’s presence, Moses appealed to God’s 
glory. He knew that unless God went with Israel, Israel would 
not be any different than the other nations (33:16). Only God’s 
gracious presence with them could set them apart. God again 
granted Moses’ request as a demonstration of His grace (33:17). 
Moses prayed because He was zealous for God’s glory, and his 
final request reflected his zeal. He asked to see God’s glory, God’s 
perfection, greatness, holiness, and shining presence (33:18). The 
LORD agreed, but He would not show Moses His face—His full 
glory—because this would be too much for any man (33:19–20). 

The LORD showed Moses His glory • Exodus 34:1–35DAY 3
READ    
Exodus 34:1–35

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 34:1–35
The next morning, Moses saw God’s glory. He took 
two tablets for the law and climbed Mt Sinai alone 
(34:1–4). The LORD came in a cloud and proclaimed 
His name: Yahweh (34:5–6). As the LORD passed by, 
He proclaimed the essence of His glory, grace, patience, 
love, truth, holiness, and justice (34:6–7; Ps 103:8). 
Moses responded in the only appropriate way: he 
bowed all the way down to the ground and worshiped 

(34:8). When He realized just how great God’s glory 
was, He again pleaded for God to forgive Israel, and the 
LORD again granted Moses’ request (34:9–10). They 
were to destroy everything in Canaan associated with 
idolatry (34:11–17), and they were to keep three feasts 
each year in order to remember the true God (34:18–
27). Finally, after forty days without food or water 
(34:28; Matt 4:2), Moses came down with the new set 
of Ten Commandments. His face shone bright because 
of God’s glory (34:29). To calm the people’s fear, Moses 
wore a veil (34:33), but he would take the veil off when 
he went to speak with God (34:34–35). 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  Did God completely remove His presence 

from Israel? 
No. Moses habitually went into the tent of 
meeting to pray and the pillar of cloud would 
come down on the tent (33:9).

2.  What did Moses ask for? 
Moses asked for God to come and stay with 
Israel and lead them. He also asked to see God’s 
glory.

3.  What two reasons did Moses give to God to 
do these things? 
Moses prayed for these things based on God’s 
favor and glory. God had chosen to show 
favor to Moses and God’s glory would not be 
displayed if Israel moved on without God.

DISCUSS   
1.  Pray together as a family, appealing to God 

based on His favor and glory. 
2.  Explain why God would not allow Moses to 

look at His face. 
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The LORD’s glory came to Israel • Exodus 40:1–38DAY 4
READ    
Exodus 40:1–38

EXPLAIN    
The truth of Exodus 40:1–38
After seeing God’s glory, the LORD told Moses to begin 
building the tabernacle. Moses and the people obeyed 
perfectly, as the passage emphasizes five times (40:19, 
21, 25, 29, 32). When the tabernacle was finished, 
the cloud came over the tabernacle and God’s glory 
filled the tabernacle to such an extent that Moses was 
not able to enter (40:34–35). Eventually Moses could 
enter, but God’s presence remained among Israel for 
the rest of their wanderings, fulfilling His promise to 
dwell among them and be their God. The glory that 
Moses saw and that shined on his face was just a 
glimpse of the glory of God revealed through Jesus 
Christ (2 Cor 3:16–4:6). Even we do not yet see God’s 
glory in its fullness (1 Cor 13:12), but one day we will. 
This hope is not for those who continue in unrepentant 
sin, because God’s glory destroys sinners. This hope is 
only for those who humbly depend upon the glorious 
mercy and grace of God displayed through Jesus 
Christ. Our glorious God dwells with the humble.
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ASK   
1.  When Moses and the people built the tabernacle, did 

they do it the way God said? 
Yes, they obeyed God exactly.

2.  After the people built the tabernacle, what did God 
do? 
God filled the tabernacle with His glory. 

3.  Was Moses able to enter the tabernacle after it was 
filled with God’s glory? 
Not right away. Moses was eventually able to enter the 
tabernacle.  

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe the type of obedience God requires.  
2.  Identify the time when we will finally see the fullness 

of God’s glory. 

ASK   
1.  What did Moses do when he saw a glimpse of God’s 

glory? 
He bowed down to the ground and worshiped, and he 
prayed that God would forgive Israel’s sin.

2.  How long was Moses with the LORD on Mt. Sinai? 
Moses was with the LORD forty days and forty nights on 
Mt. Sinai (34:28).

3.  After Moses saw God’s glory, what was Moses’ face 
like? 
It was shining.

DISCUSS   
1.  Note the compliance and reverential awe of the 

people on Moses’ second 40 day stay verses the 
sinful rebellion of the people on his first 40 day 
stay (32:7–10).

2.  Discuss how we should respond to our great and 
glorious God.



The glory of God shines in the face of Christ •  
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:6DAY 5

READ    
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:6

EXPLAIN    
The truth of 2 Corinthians 4:3–6
Moses saw a glimpse of God’s glory, and the people 
of Israel saw the fading glow of God’s glory on Moses’ 
face. Unfortunately, the minds of the people in Moses’ 
day did not grasp the glory of the Old Covenant 
because of their unbelief. As a result, the meaning 
of the Old Covenant was obscure to them. This was 
also true of the Israelites of Paul’s day. It was as if 
there was a veil between them and the gospel (3:14–
15). This is true of all who are perishing, because 
Satan works through the world’s ideals, views, and 
philosophies to blind them to the glory of God (4:3–4). 
The only way for this veil to be removed is for God 
to shine the light of His glory into the heart (4:6). He 
does this through Jesus Christ, who is the image of 
God and the perfect display of God’s glory. If we wish 
to be saved, we must see God’s glory, and to see God’s 
glory, we must look to Christ. He is the light of the 
world, fully embodying God’s grace and truth. 

God ordains the 
sacrificial system
Leviticus 1:1–7:38

NEXT WEEK

ASK   
1.  Who blinds the minds of the unbelieving?

Satan, who is called the god of this world.
2.  Who is the image of God?

Christ is the image of God.
3.  Who is the only one who can remove blindness and 

shine light into the heart?
Only God can do this.

4.  Where should we look to see God’s glory?
To Christ.

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe what a veil is and how it obscures.  
2.  Discuss why the gospel is veiled to the unbelieving.


