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This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word so
that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry and
home as God uses it to encourage your family.

Share the Lesson
• Five-Day Devotionals – Guides the family through the Generations of Grace lesson,
a cross-reference passage, and a passage about Christ to lead the family through the
whole counsel of God.
• Generations of Grace Passages – Reinforces the lesson that your child learned in
Sunday School.
• Cross-Reference Passage – Points to another passage that reinforces the central
truth of each week’s lesson.
• Christ-Centered Passage – Connects each week’s lesson to Jesus Christ and to the
gospel.
• Explain – Communicates the truth of each day to the parent’s heart and mind to
prepare them to lead their child through the passage.
• Ask – Foster greater interaction between parent and children whether they’re 3 years
old or 11 years old.
• Discuss – Enable the conversation about the truth to progress to a deeper level.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
• Coloring Book
• Craft Book
• Activity Book

• Student Journal
• Teacher Book
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WEEK 16

DAY 1
READ

Matthew 19:16–26

EXPLAIN

Jesus confronts the rich young ruler
Matthew 19:16–26

Deny your own goodness • Matthew 19:16–20

ASK
1. Who came to Jesus with a question?
A rich young ruler, someone who was wellrespected by people.
2. What did the rich young ruler want?
Eternal life.
3. How did he think he could get eternal
life?
By doing something good.
4. Why did Jesus tell the man to keep the
commandments?
To see if the man would confess that he
was not good enough.

The truth of Matthew 19:16–20
How good do you have to be to be saved? This young
man was a good man. He was rich, powerful, moral,
and highly respected (Matt 19:22; Luke 18:18). Still,
as good as he was, he didn’t understand that he fell
far short of God’s definition of “good.” Jesus explained
that it is God, not man, who defines what is good. Since
God’s law reflects God’s character, Jesus quoted the 5th
through the 9th commandments (Exod 20:12–16), plus
the 2ⁿd greatest commandment that sums them up (Matt
22:39; Lev 19:18). Jesus chose these commands that
deal with human relationships because the way we treat
1. Do you obey God’s law better than
people reveals what we think about God (1 John 4:20).
others? Are you (or is anyone) good
Unfortunately, the young man thought that these laws
enough in God’s sight (Rom 3:23)?
covered only outward behavior. He did not see that God’s 2. Is the law more like a ladder or a mirror?
law also concerns the heart (Ps 51:6), that anger is the
What is one the main purposes of the
same as murder and lust the same as adultery (Matt 5:22,
law (Rom 3:19–20)?
28). Blinded by pride, he thought he actually loved his
neighbor as himself. This man did not have eternal life, for
he depended on his own goodness and not on Jesus.

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

Devote yourself to Jesus • Matthew 19:21–22

READ

ASK

Matthew 19:16–26

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 19:21–22
If no one can do enough good to be saved, why did Jesus tell
the man to sell everything he owned and give to the poor?
Jesus was not teaching salvation by works. He was exposing
the young man’s heart, showing what this man really loved
and trusted: possessions. Wealth is an idol both of the rich
and the poor. We all want more. We love money because it
gets us what we want. We trust money because it gives us
security. So Jesus was warning the man that it was impossible
to serve two masters (Matt 6:24). To live in Christ’s kingdom,
we must serve Christ alone. Unfortunately, this man was
controlled by his wealth, not by Jesus, so he went away
grieving (19:22). He wanted eternal life, but he did not want
Jesus. He wanted to be good, but he did not want to admit
he needed Christ’s goodness on his behalf. He wanted Jesus
to teach him, but he would not let Christ control Him. He was
seeking eternal life out of love for himself, not out of love for
Jesus.

DAY 3

3.	What did Jesus tell him to do last?
“Follow Me.” Jesus is the way, the truth, and the
life. Only those who love and serve Jesus alone
receive eternal life.
4.	How did the man respond?
He went away grieving.

DISCUSS

1.	How do you respond when you can’t have
something you want? What does your reaction
show about what you love and trust most?
2.	Is money itself evil (1 Tim 6:10; Deut 8:18)?

God reconciled Joseph’s broken family • Matthew 19:23–26

READ

Matthew 19:16–26

EXPLAIN

1.	What did Jesus tell the man to do with his
wealth?
He told him to sell all his possessions and give to
the poor.
2.	Why did Jesus tell him to sell everything?
To reveal what the man loved and trusted most—
himself or Jesus. To get rid of the wealth that was
keeping the man from loving and trusting Jesus
alone.

The truth of Matthew 19:23–26
Can a camel go through the eye of a needle? Of course
not! It is the largest animal in Palestine! In the same
way, it is impossible for the rich to enter heaven. But
why single out the rich? In those days, wealth was seen
as a sign of God’s blessing. The Jews thought the rich
were the most likely to be saved. So if it’s impossible for
the rich to be saved, as Jesus said, then no one can be

saved. Jesus made it clear: with men, salvation isn’t just
hard—it’s impossible (Rom 3:20). Even our best behavior
is like dirty, nasty clothes (Isa 64:6). We cannot even
repent unless God intervenes (2 Tim 2:25). We cannot
come to Jesus unless the Father draws us (John 6:44).
We are blind unless He opens our eyes (2 Cor 4:4–6).
We are spiritually dead—not just sick or weak—unable
to do anything to come back to life (Eph 2:1). Our only
hope is to depend entirely on God alone. We can have
great hope in God, for “Salvation belongs to the LORD!”
(Ps 3:8; Jonah 2:9).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 16

ASK

DISCUSS

1.	How hard is it for a rich person to get into God’s
kingdom?
It is impossible, like a camel going through the eye of a
needle.
2.	Who is the only one who can save us?
God.
3.	Since only God can give eternal life, what should
you do?
Depend on God, not on yourself or your own personal
achievements or behavior.

DAY 4

Like a child • Matthew 18:1–4; 19:13–15

READ

Matthew 18:1–4; 19:13–15

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 19:13–15
When the rich young ruler came, the disciples let him
interrupt Jesus. But right before that, the disciples
had tried to turn the children away. Why? They gave
preference to the rich and respectable. They were
acting like salvation depends on human achievement.
In response, Jesus declared that the kingdom of heaven
is reserved for those who are completely dependent,
just like little children. Children are unable to provide
for even their most basic needs, and are completely
dependent on others to care for them. They are
weak and needy. They have no credentials and no
accomplishments. They are exactly the opposite of the
rich young ruler. Salvation is not for those like the rich
man, who think they can get salvation by their own
strength or resources (Matt 19:16). Rather, salvation
is for the weak and dependent. Jesus welcomed the
children to show the disciples that salvation is for
people who, like “infants” (cf. Luke 18:15), depend
wholly on the Father.
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1.	Are you “basically good”? Why or why not (Eph
2:1–3)?
2.	How can you tell if you are trusting in your own
goodness or in God alone to be saved? Do you do
good things out of love for God or out of fear of
punishment?

ASK
1.	Who rebuked the people for bringing children to
Jesus?
The disciples.
2.	What did Jesus say?
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
3.	What are little children like?
Helpless, dependent, weak, needy, poor.
4.	Why does the kingdom of heaven belongs to those
who are like little children?
Because we must depend wholly on God to save us, like
a baby depending on a parent.

DISCUSS

1.	What are babies or little children like? What can
they do? What do their parents have to do for
them?
2.	Why is it silly to brag about being a Christian (1 Cor
1:18–2:5)?

DAY 5

Eternal life • John 3:15–16

READ

ASK

John 3:1–16

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 3:15–16
The rich young ruler wanted eternal life, but what is
eternal life? First, it is “eternal” because it begins in
this life and never ends. It is everlasting, unending life.
It is life that continues, even after the believer has
experienced physical death (2 Cor 5:8). Second, it is
“life.” Just as a body with physical life responds to its
physical environment, so also a person with eternal
life is responsive to spiritual life, knowing God truly
and personally (John 17:3). So eternal life refers to
more than just eternal quantity of life—it also refers
to divine quality of life. Believers participate in the
eternal life of their Savior, Jesus Christ. While the
full enjoyment of this life is not experienced until the
believer is resurrected and glorified, dwelling with
Jesus in heaven, it begins now, in this life, as the Spirit
of God takes up residence in the life of the believer
(Rom 8:9: 1 Cor 6:19–20). Who has this life? Whoever
believes in the Son, whom God gave because of His
great love for the world.

1.	What is eternal life?
It is life that lasts forever, and it is life in a right
relationship with God, knowing Him truly and
personally.
2.	Who has eternal life?
Whoever trusts in God’s Son, Jesus.
3.	Why did God send His Son?
Because of His great love for the world.

DISCUSS

1.	How old is the oldest person you know? How does
their age compare to eternity?
2.	What are you most excited about: living forever, or
living in a close personal relationship with God?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus teaches the parable
of the equal wages
Matthew 19:27–20:16

WEEK 17

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 17

DAY 1

Jesus teaches the parable of the equal wages
Matthew 19:27–20:16

God sent Samuel to anoint the next king • Matthew 19:27–28

READ

Matthew 19:27–20:16

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 19:27–28
Is it worth it to be a Christian? It is ok to ask that
question. Jesus Himself urged the disciples to accept
the cost because His glory in the kingdom would be
worth it (16:25–27). Unlike the rich young ruler, the
disciples had listened to Jesus and left everything to
follow Him (19:21–22). Now they were wondering if
all the trouble was worth it. So Jesus encouraged the
disciples that the future prize would be far greater
than what they had given up. They would enter the
“new world,” literally, the “regeneration,” the universe
recreated to be new, perfect, and glorious. All believers
will sit with Christ on His throne in the new world
(Rev 3:21), but the disciples will sit on twelve thrones
ruling over the twelve tribes of Israel. Not only would
the disciples be given a special place of honor and
responsibility in the kingdom, but they would be with
Jesus forever, and that is the greatest treasure of
salvation.
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ASK
1. What did the disciples do that the rich
young man was unwilling to do?
The disciples left everything to follow Jesus.
2. What did Peter ask Jesus?
What do we get for leaving everything to
follow you.
3. Why did Peter ask about the reward?
He heard Jesus promise the rich man a
reward, and Peter wondered if he and
the other disciples would get an extra
special reward for following Jesus from the
beginning.
4. What will the disciples do in the new
world?
They will reign with Jesus over the nation
of Israel.

DISCUSS

1. What have you given up to follow Jesus?
What are some things other believers
around the world have given up to
follow Jesus?
2. Does the reward—being with Jesus
forever—seem worth it to you?

DAY 2

Jesus encourages: the present prize is worth the cost •
Matthew 19:29

READ

ASK

Matthew 19:27–20:16

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 19:29
The reward is so massive it makes the greatest sacrifice
look like no sacrifice at all. That is what is meant by “a
hundredfold.” This does not mean you will get exactly 100
times what you gave up. It means that the prize will go far
beyond what anyone deserves. This prize begins even now

1.	Will the reward be worth everything the disciples
gave up?
Yes. It will be worth far, far more.
2.	What is meant by “a hundredfold”?
It means that the prize will go far beyond what
anyone deserves.
3.	When does the reward begin?
Now! In this life.
4.	What is the prize believers get?

(Mark 10:30). As believers join the family of God, they gain
Eternal life—living forever with Jesus.
countless brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, and children,
united by a common devotion to Christ. As they voluntarily
share their possessions, they gain houses and lands to use
1.	Our sin deserves death (Rom 6:23), but God
for the goal they all have in common—“for my name’s sake.”
gives believers a reward instead! How is this
In fact, as they die to themselves and are united with Christ
possible (3:24–26)?
(Gal 2:20), they begin eternal life even now (John 17:3). But 2.	Have you ever paid your own money to buy
even though the reward begins now, all this is still just a tiny
candy or a toy? Was the cost worth it? What are
part of the prize that just keeps getting better: eternal life.
some costs of being a Christian? Is it worth it?
Eternal life is being with Jesus forever. Jesus is saying to Peter
and the others, “Is it worth it? Of course it’s worth it! The
prize of being with Me forever is far better than you can
ever imagine.”

DISCUSS

DAY 3

Jesus corrects: the disciples were not owed a greater reward •
Matthew 19:30

READ

Matthew 19:27–20:16

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 19:30
There is a problem with Peter’s question. To the
disciples, it seemed that the trouble was mostly
past and the kingdom was about to come. So they
wondered: if that rich man could have gotten heavenly
treasure for following Jesus now, right at the end,
won’t we get even better treasure for following Him
through thick and thin these last three years? They

were calculating their reward as if God owed them
something. But a disciple who serves Christ while
calculating what God supposedly owes him is looking
at the whole thing the wrong way. He should not want
what is fair (Rom 6:23a). God is fair, for He keeps His
promises. But God is generous on top of being fair—
He is more than fair. He rewards all who follow Jesus,
not according to what we deserve, but according to
the riches of His grace (Eph 1:7). So there will be no
difference between first and last, for the reward is
not really a reward at all. It is grace. It is a gift. It is
unearned.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 17

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What does it mean for the first to be last and the
last to be first?
It means that all finish the same. There is no difference
between one who comes to Jesus sooner and serves
longer and one who comes later and serves shorter.
2.	What was wrong with Peter’s question?
He and the other disciples were calculating their
reward as if God owed them something.
3.	Does God reward believers according to what they
deserve?
No. God rewards believers according to the riches of
His grace (Eph 1:7).

DAY 4

Jesus corrects: the prize is not something earned •
Matthew 20:1–16

READ

Matthew 19:27–20:16

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 20:1–16
Jesus used a simple story to explain what reward
in the kingdom is like. It is like a landowner hiring
workers for his vineyard. There was a short period of
time to harvest the grapes before the winter rains, so
landowners would hire day-laborers. But harvesting
vineyards was hard work. The weather was hot and
the work day was long, from 6 AM to 6 PM. Even so,
the landowner found workers ready. They agreed to
work all day for a denarius. The owner hired more
workers at 9 AM, at noon, at 3 PM, and finally at 5
PM. These workers were in no position to discuss their
wages, since they had no other work. So imagine their
surprise when they received a whole denarius! When
the first workers saw this, they began calculating how
much they would receive. How disappointed they
were when they also received exactly one denarius!
Yet in addition to being fair, the owner’s wages were
also equal and generous. He chose to pay not just
what the workers had earned, but more according to
His own generosity.
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1.	Does anyone deserve to be rewarded by God
(Isa 64:6)?
2.	How is Jesus more than fair?

ASK
1. What is the parable of the vineyard owner about?
It is about the kingdom of heaven. It is about how God
(the vineyard owner) rewards His workers (followers of
Jesus) in the new world.
2.	Why were the workers in the first group upset?
They worked more than the others, but they got paid
the same.
3.	Did they have a right to be upset?
No. They got what the owner promised. Also, the owner
came and found them when they had nothing.
4.	So how will God reward everyone who follows
Jesus?
He will reward them fairly (as promised), equally, and
generously—eternal life is more valuable than anyone
deserves.

DISCUSS

1.	Was the landowner unfair? Why not? If you were
one the laborers who worked all day, would you
have been upset?
2.	What does this parable teach us about God’s
reward? Are you happy or jealous that everyone
gets the same reward?

DAY 5

The penitent thief • Luke 23:39–43

READ

ASK

Luke 23:39–43

EXPLAIN

The truth of Luke 23:39–43
Every Christian enjoys the full blessings of salvation. This
includes even the penitent thief who spent his final hours
alive on earth mocking the Messiah crucified alongside him
(Matt 27:44; Mark 15:32). But something happened as he
mocked. As the hours passed, this hardened criminal had
a change of heart. He stopped mocking Christ and began
rebuking the other criminal. He knew he was a sinner. He
knew he deserved the punishment he was suffering. But
he also knew that this earthly punishment was only the
beginning. Soon he would pass from this life to the next.
There he would endure God’s anger over his sins for all
eternity. Was it too late? Was he out of time? He cried out
to Jesus in faith, throwing himself at the mercy of Jesus.
He said, “Remember me,” for he believed that nothing but
divine grace could save him. Jesus’ response is amazing.
The thief would join Jesus that very day in Paradise! This
was far beyond what the thief had asked, and much more
than he deserved. But so is every act of salvation.

1.	What happened to the thief as the hours wore
on?
He had a change of heart. He realized he was a
sinner and called out to Jesus for salvation.
2.	What did he ask Jesus to do?
“Remember me.”
3.	What did Jesus tell the thief?
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”
4.	Will the penitent thief enjoy the full blessings
of salvation?
Yes. Every Christian will equally possess eternal
life.

DISCUSS

1.	In the parable of equal wages (Matt 19:27–
20:16), which workers are like the penitent
thief?
2.	Is it ever too late to call out to God for
salvation?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus enters Jerusalem
Luke 19:28–44

WEEK 18

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 18

DAY 1
READ

Luke 19:28–34

Jesus enters Jerusalem
Luke 19:28–44

Jesus planned to enter as King • Luke 19:28–34

ASK

1. Why did Jesus publically claim to be the
promised king?
He did this so that He would be rejected
The truth of Luke 19:28–34
and killed at just the right time.
Jesus planned the timing of His entrance. He had
2. What did Jesus ride on?
recently traveled south from Galilee (Mark 10:1), but
A donkey colt.
He still waited for just the right time. After confronting 3. Why did Jesus choose to ride a donkey
the rich young ruler (Matt 19:16–26), healing two
colt?
blind men (20:29–34), and raising Lazarus from the
To show that He was the Messiah Zechariah
dead (John 11), Jesus stayed away from the murderous
prophesied about (Zech 9:9).
Pharisees and eager crowds (11:53–56). But now He
4. Why was His entrance at just the right
made Himself known in Bethany (12:9), just in time to
time?
be the final Passover Lamb (1 Cor 5:7). His entrance
It was the time prophesied by Daniel (Dan
into Jerusalem fits the timing of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan
9:26), and it was the day the Passover
9:26), and it came on the day when families brought
lambs came into families’ homes (Exod
Passover lambs into their homes (Exod 12:3). Jesus
12:3).
also planned the details of His entrance. He sent two
disciples to get a donkey, and everything happened
exactly as Jesus said. But why a donkey? By choosing
1. Was Jesus’ rejection and death a surprise
a donkey colt that had never been ridden, Jesus was
or an accident (Acts 2:23; 4:27–28)?
publically identifying Himself as the Messiah, the
2. Why was Jesus the final Passover Lamb
promised King who would bring Israel prosperity and peace
(Exod 12:1–14; 1 Cor 5:7; Rom 6:10; Heb
from its enemies (Gen 49:10–12; Zech 9:9–17).
9:24–28)?

EXPLAIN

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

Jesus entered as King • Luke 19:35–38

READ

ASK

Luke 19:28–44

EXPLAIN

The truth of Luke 19:35–38
Jesus entered Jerusalem like a king. As He rode from Bethany,
He crested the ridge called the Mount of Olives. Looking straight
ahead across the Kidron Valley, Jesus and His followers would
have seen the temple mount with its gleaming white limestone,
and perched on top, Herod’s magnificent temple, flashing gold
in the sun. On the other side, people on the temple mount in
Jerusalem for the Passover would have heard the shouts of
praise and looked across to see the crowd streaming down the
ridge. As the crowd of followers flowed down the Mount of
Olives, another crowd poured out of Jerusalem’s eastern gate
to meet them (John 12:12). They brought palm branches, a
symbol to honor a victorious king (12:13). They welcomed Him
as their Messiah (Ps 118:26). They called Him “King” and recited
Psalm 118, the last song sung at Passover, for they believed the
time of their redemption had come. They cried out, “Hosanna!”
which means “give salvation now” (John 12:13). They welcomed
Jesus “in the name of the Lord,” as a king coming with God’s full
authority. They said “Peace in heaven,” for they believed God
was about to give rest to Jerusalem.

DAY 3

their robes on the road under Him. They quoted
Psalm 118:26 about the Messiah. They said
“Hosanna,” celebrating salvation. And they
brought palm branches, a sign of honor for a
victorious king.

DISCUSS

1.	What are some things people do today to
welcome a king or an important person?
2.	What does it look like for you to honor Jesus
as your king?

Jesus was rejected as King • Luke 19:39–40

READ

Luke 19:28–44

EXPLAIN

1.	Why were there so many people to
celebrate Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem?
Perhaps over 2 million were in Jerusalem for
Passover.
2.	What did Jesus’ followers call Him?
King.
3.	Besides calling Him King, how else did the
crowds welcome Jesus as the Messiah?
They showed honor and submission by laying

The truth of Luke 19:39–40
This celebration was exactly what the Pharisees had
been afraid of after Jesus caused such a stir over
Lazarus (John 11:45, 48). If the people made Jesus
their king against Rome, Rome might take control and
leave the religious leaders powerless. So they had
planned to kill Jesus (11:53, 57), but now that they
had found Him, they could not kill Him because of the

cheering crowds. All they could do was beg Jesus to
stop them. But Jesus refused, for two reasons. First,
His disciples were right to honor Him, for He really was
the Messiah, as even nature knows (Isa 55:12). Second,
Jesus was prodding the Pharisees to kill Him. When
Jesus said, “The very stones would cry out,” He recalled
Habakkuk’s condemnation of Babylon. Babylon had
built their houses from the spoil of people they had
brutally conquered, so “the stone [cried] out from the
wall” as a witness against them (Hab 2:11). Likewise,
the stones of Jerusalem would cry out against the Jews
as a witness that they had unjustly killed their King.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 18

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	Why couldn’t the religious leaders kill Jesus as
planned?
They were afraid of the cheering crowds who welcomed
Jesus into Jerusalem.
2.	So what did the religious leaders ask Jesus to do?
Make His followers stop calling Him king.
3.	Why did Jesus refuse?
His disciples were right to honor Him, for He really was
the Messiah. Second, Jesus was prodding the Pharisees
to kill Him.
4.	What did Jesus say would cry out if His disciples
were silent?
The stones.

DAY 4

Jesus declared judgment as King • Luke 19:41–44

READ

Luke 19:28–44

EXPLAIN

The truth of Luke 19:41–44
While the crowd celebrated, Jesus wept. They would
reject Jesus because they missed the requirement for real
peace: soft hearts (Ps 95:7–8), confession of sin (Ps 32:6),
repentance (Ezek 18:31–32), seeking the Lord (Isa 55:6),
and obedience (Isa 48:18). They did not realize that this
was the “time of your visitation” (Luke 19:44). They did
not realize that Zechariah’s prophecy was about the LORD
Himself appearing (Zech 9:14). So instead of salvation
(Zech 9:16), God’s presence would bring severe judgment.
About forty years later, in AD 70, Jesus’ prediction came
true. The Romans built siege walls around Jerusalem,
then they broke in and crushed the city and its people.
The siege was horrible, with starvation leading even to
cannibalism. The slaughter that followed was even worse.
To prevent Jerusalem from rebelling again, the Romans
tumbled the temple stones into the valleys surrounding
the temple mount, and any walls left standing were finally
leveled after one last rebellion sixty-five years later. As
Jesus said, when the crowd stopped praising Him, the
stones cried out in judgment.
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1.	Why were the religious leaders afraid Jesus
becoming king?
2.	Why do people today not want Jesus to be their
king?

ASK
1.	What did Jesus do while the crowd rejoiced?
Jesus wept.
2.	Why did Jesus weep?
Jesus knew that the Jews, and especially
Jerusalem, were about to suffer greatly.
3.	Why were the Jews going to have pain instead
of peace?
The leaders rejected Him, and even the crowds
did not know what would bring peace: soft hearts,
confession of sin, repentance, seeking God, and
obedience.
4.	Did Jesus’ prediction come true?
Yes. About forty years later, the Romans built siege
walls around Jerusalem, then they broke in and
crushed the city and its people.

DISCUSS

1.	Have you ever seen someone crying while
everyone else is celebrating? What caused their
sorrow?
2.	What will happen to all those who do not take
Jesus as their king (Rev 20:15)?

DAY 5

They will look upon Him whom they pierced • Zechariah 12:10

READ

ASK

Zechariah 12:1–14

EXPLAIN

The truth of Zechariah 12:10
Jesus wept for Jerusalem because His love is faithful.
One day Israel will repent and welcome their Messiah
(Matt 23:39; Luke 21:24). When they finally find peace
with God through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom 5:1), all
Israel will be saved (11:26). Yet even that salvation
will come through heart-wrenching grief, when Israel
realizes what they have done to their Messiah (Zech
12:10) and how many millions of their people have
perished as a result. In that day, God will save Israel by
pouring out His Spirit, whom Zechariah identifies as
“a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy.” God’s Spirit will
produce within the people a godly sorrow when they
look upon the One they have pierced: Jesus. They will
recognize that Jesus—the One whom they rejected
and crucified (Isa 53:5)—was truly their Messiah. They
will confess that they crucified their King. They will
acknowledge that they murdered their God. And this
deep sorrow will lead to their repentance as they look
to Jesus for salvation. God is gracious, but the longer
you wait before taking Jesus as King, the more sorrow
you will cause.

1.	Why did Jesus weep for Israel?
Because His love is faithful.
2.	Will Israel one day repent and welcome their
Messiah?
Yes. In the future, all Israel will be saved.
3.	Why will Israel’s salvation come through great
sorrow?
They will realize what they have done to their
Messiah.
4.	How will Israel be saved?
They will look to Jesus, the One whom they pierced,
trusting Him for salvation.

DISCUSS

1.	Jesus wept for those who were rejecting Him
(Luke 19:41). How do you feel about your
enemies?
2.	How long will Israel’s rejection last (Rom 11:25–
27)?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus teaches the
parable of landowner
Mark 12:1–12

WEEK 19

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 19

DAY 1

Jesus teaches the parable of landowner
Mark 12:1–12

Jesus used a parable to condemn the religious leaders •
Mark 12:1–9

READ

Mark 12:1–12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 12:1–9
Jesus told a simple, familiar story. His listeners would
have known the hard work of planting a vineyard on the
rocky hills of Judea. But the conflict in Jesus’ parable is
quite unusual. Instead of paying any rent, the tenants
beat and killed the owner’s slaves, and then killed the
owner’s son. They also dishonored the son by throwing
him out of the vineyard without a proper burial. So
what does this parable mean? Jesus’ description of the
vineyard comes from Isaiah 5:1–7, which compares
Israel to a vineyard. God had chosen, rescued, guided,
taught, protected, and cared for Israel, and He expected
Israel to bear the fruit of righteousness. When they did
not, God was patient and gracious like the vineyard
owner, sending prophets over and over again to urge
righteousness (Jer 7:25). But like the tenants, Israel’s
leaders persecuted and killed the prophets (Jer 26:20–
23; 2 Chron 24:20–22; Mark 11:29–33). Now, they
were rejecting the “beloved son,” Jesus (Mark 12:6; 1:11;
9:7), the heir and therefore the true owner of Israel.

78

ASK
1. What did the man make?
A vineyard, with a wall, a winepress, and
a watch tower.
2. What did the tenants (farmers who
rent the land) do to the man’s slaves?
They beat and killed the slaves instead
of paying the rent.
3. What did the vineyard represent?
Israel (more specifically, the kingdom
which God entrusted to Israel).
4. What did God expect from Israel?
God owned and cared for Israel, so Israel
should have lived for Him (produced the
fruit of righteousness).

DISCUSS

1. How does this parable show God’s
care, provision, and patience towards
Israel?
2. Is your life producing the “fruit
of righteousness,” or are you, like
Israel, squandering God’s provision,
resources, and blessing?

DAY 2

The religious leaders knew the parable was about them •
Mark 12:1–9

READ

ASK

Mark 12:1–12

1.	What did the tenants do to the man’s son?
They killed him and threw him out of the
vineyard.
The truth of Mark 12:1–9
2.	Who did the different people represent?
The religious leaders understood Jesus’ story. They were rightly
The owner is God, the tenants are Israel’s leaders,
indignant at the tenants, even going so far as to pronounce
the slaves are the prophets, and the son is Jesus.
sentence on them when Jesus asked what the owner would do 3.	Why should the tenants have respected the
when he returned: “He will put those wretches to a miserable
son?
death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give
The son of the owner is the heir. He is in charge
him the fruits in their seasons” (Matt 21:41). But when they
of the vineyard.
realized this parable was about them, they did not repent
4.	What would God do to the leaders when they
(Luke 20:16). As a result, they would get exactly the same
killed Jesus?
punishment they had called for: total destruction (Matt 21:41),
He would use Rome to destroy them—and
a complete undoing of everything they stood for. Forty years
their whole religious system, including temple,
later, in AD 70, the Romans destroyed Israel. Ever since then,
sacrifices, and priesthood.
there has been no temple or genealogical records. That means
no sacrifices or priesthood. Their system is gone. Now God’s
kingdom is entrusted not to Israel or its leaders, but to a new
1.	What should the religious leaders have done
nation with faithful leaders (Matt 21:41), to the church and
when they realized the parable was about
its apostles (1 Pet 2:9; Eph 2:20). Israel’s enjoyment of the
them (cf. 2 Sam 12:13)?
kingdom would have to wait (Luke 21:24), and those who
2.	How do you respond when confronted with
rejected Jesus when He came would never enjoy it.
your sin?

EXPLAIN

DISCUSS

DAY 3

Jesus used a prophecy to prove the parable • Mark 12:10–12

READ

Mark 12:1–12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 12:10–12
When the leaders reacted against the parable, Jesus
rebuked them from Scripture. Jesus quoted from the
same psalm the people used to praise Him when He
entered Jerusalem two days before (cf. Mark 11:9; Ps
118:22, 26). He was affirming that He really was the
Messiah. He was also giving another word picture: a
rejected stone that in the end became the cornerstone.
This most likely refers to the corner foundation stone,

the stone that bears the weight of the building and is
the standard for making the rest of the building level and
straight. So while Jesus would be rejected and killed, He
would rise from the dead and become the foundation
and focus of God’s kingdom. After reciting the prophecy
of the cornerstone, Jesus kept quoting from Psalm 118
to show two things. First, Psalm 118:23 shows the
Father’s providence, His control and oversight in sending
Jesus to be the cornerstone. Second, for Jesus to be
rejected and yet become the focus of God’s kingdom
would be “marvelous in our eyes” (Ps 118:23b). His
victory despite rejection would be stunning.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 19

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	After the parable, how did Jesus prove He is the Messiah?
Jesus quoted from the same psalm (Ps 118) the people used to
praise Him when He entered Jerusalem two days before.
2.	Why did Jesus rebuke the religious leaders saying, “Have
you not read this Scripture”?
The leaders of Israel should have known the Scriptures.
3.	What kind of stone is Jesus like?
A cornerstone—the foundation and the corner that guides the
rest of the walls.
4. How was Jesus like the stone rejected by the builders?
Jesus would be rejected and killed, but He would rise from the
dead and become the foundation and focus of God’s kingdom.

DAY 4

The LORD’s vineyard • Isaiah 5:1–7

READ

Isaiah 5:1–7

EXPLAIN

The truth of Isaiah 5:1–7
What would you do if you had a garden that produced
only bitter fruit? You had cleared its stones, planted choice
plants, watered it, weeded it, fertilized it, and guarded it
but still nothing. It produced only rotten vegetables, fit
only for the garbage can. This is how Isaiah describes God’s
people, His “vineyard.” Israel was like a worthless garden,
full of violent people who produced nothing but the fruit
of unrighteousness. Yet Israel should have overflowed
with righteous fruit. God, the owner of the vineyard, had
done everything imaginable to provide for His vineyard. He
had removed the rocks and built retaining walls to create
flat terraces where choice vines could be planted. He had
carved out a winepress and constructed a stone wall and
a watchtower to protect His vineyard. Yet His vineyard
produced only “wild grapes,” inedible sour berries. What
will God do? He will remove His protection and withhold
His care, allowing His vineyard to be trampled down and
destroyed. This is exactly what happened to Israel. Because
Israel was unfruitful, God allowed Israel to be trampled
down and devoured by her enemies.
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1.	Why don’t people listen to Jesus, even when
Scripture proves He is the Messiah (Matt
13:15)?
2.	Is your life built on Jesus? List some of your
habits that need to change in order to be in
line with Jesus the Cornerstone.

ASK
1.	What more could God have done for Israel, His
vineyard?
Nothing. God had provided for His people in every
way.
2.	How should Israel have responded to God’s
provision?
By producing the fruit of righteousness.
3.	How did God punish Israel?
He removed His provision and protection. As a
result, Israel was invaded by other nations and
destroyed.

DISCUSS

1.	How has God blessed you? Do you use those
blessings to please yourself or to please Him?
2.	Did Israel have any excuse for being unfaithful?
Will we have any excuse on the day of judgment
(Rom 1:18–21; 2:14–16; 3:19–20)?

DAY 5

Jesus is the greatest friend • Ephesians 2:20

READ

ASK

Ephesians 2:11–22

EXPLAIN

The truth of Ephesians 2:20
Have you ever built something out of blocks? Maybe
a tower or wall out of small, wooden blocks, or
something larger like a retaining wall using brick or
cement pavers? If you have, you probably realize the
importance of getting the foundation right. If the
foundation isn’t laid correctly, then the entire structure
is crooked or even collapses. But the right foundation—
the right size block laid in the right location in just
the right way—makes all the difference. And if the
foundation is important, the cornerstone is even more
important. This stone at the corner of the foundation
not only bears the weight of the structure, it is also the
standard to which the rest of the building is leveled and
straightened. It is the most important piece of the most
important part of the building. So is it any surprise that
Jesus is the cornerstone of the church? The church is
built upon Jesus (Eph 2:20), and whoever trusts in Him
has a firm foundation and will never be shaken (Isa
28:16).

1.	What is the most important part of any structure?
Its foundation.
2.	What is the most important part of the
foundation?
The cornerstone.
3.	Why is the cornerstone important?
It supports the weight of the structure and is the
standard by which the rest of the structure is leveled
and straightened.
4.	Who is the church’s cornerstone?
Jesus. The church is built upon Him and aligns itself
with Him.

DISCUSS

1.	What happens when the church rejects its
cornerstone, Jesus? How do you know when a
church has rejected Jesus as its cornerstone (John
14:15; Acts 17:10–11)?
2.	What can you do to make your life align more with
Jesus as your cornerstone (John 15:10)?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus teaches the
parable of the talents
Matthew 25:14–30

WEEK 20

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 20

DAY 1

Jesus teaches the parable of the talents
Matthew 25:14–30

Jesus is the Master • Matthew 25:14a

READ

Matthew 25:14–30

EXPLAIN
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The truth of Matthew 25:14a
To teach the disciples to faithfully work while He was
away, Jesus told a parable. A parable is a simple word
picture that illustrates a profound spiritual truth. This parable
is about how to live while waiting for Jesus’ personal and
glorious reign on earth when He returns (Matt 24:30;
25:1). The master in this story trusted three slaves with
a total of eight talents of silver. This was an enormous
amount of money. It would take an unskilled laborer four
lifetimes to earn that much money! Yet in those days, it
was normal for wealthy owners to trust their slaves with
important jobs. Even though slaves were the property
of their owners, certain slaves were well-educated and
highly-skilled, and they could act with the master’s
authority. Like the master in this story, Jesus was about to
go away for a long time, and during that time He would
entrust His work on earth to believers. He would give
them rich resources—abilities, gifts, and opportunities—
which they were to use as His slaves, as people who belong
to their Master, live for their Master, and exist to serve their
Master (2 Cor 5:14–15).

ASK
1. What is a parable?
A simple story that teaches spiritual
truth.
2. What is this parable about?
It is about how to live while waiting
for the kingdom of heaven.
3. Who does the master in this story
represent?
Jesus.
4. Who do the slaves in this story
represent?
Professing Christians.

DISCUSS

1. What kind of master is Jesus
(Matt 11:28–30)?
2. Why did Jesus often speak in
parables (Matt 13:10–17)?

DAY 2

Jesus gives gifts to use for Him • Matthew 25:14b–18

READ

ASK

Matthew 25:14–30

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 25:14b–18
Like the master in the parable, Jesus distributes His gifts
unequally. Not only does every person differ in natural
abilities and opportunities in life, but God also gives spiritual
gifts in proportion to the faith He assigns to each person
(Rom 12:3). This may seem unfair, but only if we are thinking
selfishly. It is actually a great blessing, for it shows that God
knows us and does not burden us with more responsibility
than we can handle. As soon as the master left, the first two
slaves immediately began investing and trading for their
master’s benefit. The third slave did not work. He buried
his one talent, which at that time was the best way to keep
money safe. Motivated by fear, he would not take risks for
the sake of his master. He is like so-called Christians who
only care about sins of commission: they want to avoid doing
bad things. But in the process, they commit terrible sins of
omission: they are not doing good things. They do not realize
that one who fails to do good is just as wicked as one who
commits obvious sins (25:41–46; Jas 4:17).

DAY 3

The first earned five more, the second earned
two more.
4.	What did the third slave do with his one
talent?
He buried it.

DISCUSS

1.	What was wrong with just burying the money
to keep it safe?
2.	How do sins of omission differ from sins of
commission? Provide an example of each type
of sin.

Jesus rewards faithful slaves • Matthew 25:19–23

READ

Matthew 25:14–30

EXPLAIN

1.	How much money did the master give to each
slave?
Five talents, two talents, and one talent.
2.	Why did the master give the slaves different
amounts?
He knew what each slave was able to take care
of.
3.	What did the slaves with five talents and two
talents do?

The truth of Matthew 25:19–23
When the master returned, he rewarded the two
faithful slaves. Even though one slave earned more
money than the second, both were equally praised
because they were equally faithful. God judges not by
results but by faithfulness. It is not about how much
we have accomplished for God, but about whether
we are devoted to God and have faithfully used what
He has given us for Him. He loves this, because He

loves to see His faithfulness reflected in His slaves
(Deut 7:9). The master gave two rewards. First, He
gave greater authority, resources, and responsibility
in working for God. The second reward was to share
in the master’s joy. But how is His joy a reward for
them? Because His joy is their joy. Nothing makes a
Christian happier than seeing Jesus happy, because
he loves nothing more than his Master. This is why
they obey Him—they enjoy giving pleasure to their
Master (John 15:11). They also love being with their
Master (Ps 16:11; 27:4; Phil 1:23). So Jesus gives the
best gift ever: He welcomes the faithful into His joyful
presence (John 14:3; 17:24).
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 20

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	How long was the master away?
A long time.
2.	Why did the first two slaves get the same reward, even
though they earned different amounts of money?
They were both faithful. God judges us by our faithfulness,
not by results.
3.	What were the two rewards?
(1) Greater authority to serve. (2) Sharing in the master’s
joy.
4.	How are these rewards?
(1) Humans were made to work for God, so that is what
brings the most joy. (2) True believers love God most, so
they are most happy when they see His happiness.

DAY 4

Jesus punishes unfaithful slaves • Matthew 25:24–30

READ

Matthew 25:14–30

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 25:24–30
The third slave was not faithful. He neither loved nor
served his master. Instead of delighting in the master’s
joy, he thought his master was an unjust and difficult
man, someone impossible to please. As a result, the
slave was also slothful and lazy. By not even investing
the money, the slave proved he simply did not want
to benefit his master. He saw no personal benefit in it
for himself, so he did not work. This slave didn’t just
get a smaller reward. Instead, he received exactly the
opposite. Instead of greater authority and service, he
lost even the opportunity he had. Instead of joy in
the master’s presence, he wept outside the master’s
presence. This is just, for he never wanted the reward
anyway. He did not like to serve the master, and he
did not enjoy the master’s presence. Many professing
believers are like that slave. They do the minimum only
out of fear, for they have no joy in the real reward—
serving God and enjoying His presence. As a result,
they will suffer away from God forever (Matt 25:46).
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1.	God judges not by results but by faithfulness.
How does this motivate you to persevere in
serving Christ when there seems to be little to
show for all your work?
2.	What do you think about the rewards God
promises? What does this show about what you
really treasure in your heart?

ASK
1.	Why was the third slave wicked?
Instead of loving his master, he was afraid of him. He
dishonored his master by thinking that he was unjust
and cruel.
2.	Why was the third slave lazy?
He did not work for his master.
3.	What did the master do to the third slave?
He took away his talent and punished him

DISCUSS

1.	How did the unfaithful slave show that he never
truly belonged to the master?.
2.	Why do you serve Jesus? Do you enjoy doing it, or
do you do it only out of fear? Do you love to do it,
or do it only because you have to?

DAY 5

Jesus is coming back • 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

READ

ASK

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

EXPLAIN

The truth of 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
Believers often wonder, “How long, O LORD?” (Ps
13:1). Unbelievers often mock, saying that Christ will
not return because the world seems to go on forever
without change (2 Pet 3:4). But let us not grow weary
of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we
do not give up (Gal 6:9). Christ will return. Even if
you die before then, you can have hope, because
one day you will enter His kingdom. This is what Paul
told the Thessalonians in order to comfort them.
They need not grieve about believers who had died,
for these believers would one day return with the
Lord. They will receive their new, resurrected bodies,
and after that, the Christians still living on earth will
be snatched up with them to meet the Lord in the
air. This event, “the rapture” of the church, is not to
be confused with Jesus’ second coming, an event
featuring the judgment of Christ (Rev 19:11–21).
In contrast, the rapture is meant to be a source of
comfort: no Christian, dead or alive, will miss the
Lord’s glorious return.

1.	What event did Paul describe?
The rapture.
2.	Why did Paul deliver this message to the
Thessalonians?
They were sad. They thought that Christians who had
died would miss the Lord’s return.
3.	Are the rapture and Jesus’ second coming the
same event?
No. Jesus’ second coming describes His judgment
of unbelievers. In contrast, the rapture encourages
believers that they will not miss the Lord’s return.

DISCUSS

1.	How is Jesus’ return a comfort believers? How is it
a terror to unbelievers?
2.	How are you using your time while Jesus (the
Master) is away?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus prepares for His
death
Matthew 26:1–56

WEEK 21

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 21

DAY 1

Jesus prepares for His death
Matthew 26:1–56

Jesus controlled the timing of His death • Matthew 26:1–5

READ

Matthew 26:1–5

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 26:1–5
Who planned Jesus’ death? Jesus announced His death
several times (Matt 16:21; 17:9; 20:18), and He had just
finished teaching His disciples how to live while He was
away (Matt 24–25). So Jesus was in control, sovereignly
planning the time of His own death. Jesus planned to be
crucified on Passover, a celebration of Israel’s deliverance
from Egypt. Passover was especially a reminder of how God
spared the firstborn in every house marked with the blood
of an unblemished lamb (Exod 12:3–6, 22–23). So Jesus
would be the perfect Passover Lamb (John 1:29; 1 Cor
5:7), dying to deliver people from sin and death. But how
could this happen exactly on Passover? Jesus’ enemies
tried to kill Him in Bethlehem as an infant (Matt 2:13), in
Nazareth at the beginning of His ministry (Luke 4:16–30),
and in Jerusalem after He healed on the Sabbath (John
5:18; 7:44–46). The one day they did not want to kill Him
was Passover! Yet they never had any power over Jesus’
life. Instead, Jesus gave His life at the right time by His
own authority (John 10:18).
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ASK
1. What day did Jesus plan to die on?
Passover.
2. What is Passover?
It is a meal when Israelites killed a
lamb to celebrate how God rescued
them from Egypt.
3. Had Jesus’ enemies tried to kill Him
before?
Yes. Many times.
4. Did the Pharisees want to kill Jesus
during Passover?
No. They were afraid of the crowds.

DISCUSS

1. How was Jesus able to control the
exact timing of His death?
2. How was Jesus like the Passover
lamb? How was He different)?

DAY 2

Jesus controlled the preparation for His death • Matthew 26:6–13

READ

ASK

Matthew 26:6–13

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 26:6–13
Six days before the Passover (John 12:1), Jesus had
confirmed He would die soon. He was enjoying the Sabbath
in Bethany, just over the ridge from Jerusalem, when
Lazarus’ sister Mary anointed His head and feet (John 12:3).
Her alabaster vial was carved out of white marble from Egypt.
Inside was pure nard, a valuable perfume from the roots of a
flower found in the mountains of India and China. It was worth
almost a year’s wages (John 12:5)! When the disciples saw
this, they were upset: “Why this waste?” How could Jesus
allow this when He had just emphasized caring for the poor
(Matt 25:35–40)? Yet what the disciples called a waste
Jesus called beautiful, for Mary was preparing for the most
important event in all of history: Jesus’ voluntary death
on behalf of sinners. Her sacrificial gift was an act of pure
worship, an offering that would be proclaimed throughout
the whole world. This promise came true when Mary’s act
of devotion was included in New Testament.

DAY 3

4.	What did Jesus promise about what Mary did?
That what she had done would be told everywhere
the gospel is proclaimed.

DISCUSS

1.	What is Jesus worth to you? What are some
ways you show your love for Jesus?
2.	Was Judas really concerned about the poor
(John 12:6)?

Jesus controlled Judas’ participation in His death •
Matthew 26:14–25

READ

Matthew 26:14–25

EXPLAIN

1.	What did Mary do for Jesus?
She anointed His head and washed His feet with
very expensive perfume.
2.	What did the disciples say about this?
That it was a waste. That the perfume should
have been sold and the money given to the poor.
3.	What did Jesus say about this?
He said it was the right thing to do, because it was
anointing Him for burial.

The truth of Matthew 26:14–25
Mary loved Jesus more than her most precious
possession, but Judas sold Jesus for a third of that.
Maybe Judas was eager to follow Jesus at first, but
now it’s clear he never really loved Jesus. He was only
following Jesus for his own earthly benefit. So it’s no
surprise he began stealing from the group’s moneybag
(John 12:6). In the end, 30 shekels of silver was worth
more to him than the Lord. Yet Jesus, not Judas, was

in control. Jesus kept the place of the Passover meal
secret so that Judas would not betray Him before He
could explain the meaning of His death (Luke 22:8).
Then at the right time, Jesus prompted Judas to act
quickly and betray Him that very night (John 13:27).
But how could Jesus eat the Passover meal and still
die on Passover? It seems the Pharisees and Galileans
celebrated Passover one day earlier than the Sadducees
and Judeans. This allowed Jesus, a Galilean, to show
the meaning of the Passover meal on Thursday evening,
while still dying at the time the Sadducees’ lambs were
being sacrificed on Friday afternoon. It was all under
Jesus’ control.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 21

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What had Judas been doing with the disciples’ money
bag?
Stealing from it.
2.	How much did Judas agree to betray Jesus for?
For thirty pieces of silver, worth about 4 months’ wages or
a few thousand dollars.
3.	Why did Jesus keep the place of the Passover meal
secret?
So Judas would not betray Him before He could explain the
meaning of His death.
4.	Why did Jesus prompt Judas to betray Him that night?
So He could die on Passover.

DAY 4

Jesus controlled the significance of His death • Matthew 26:26–35

READ

Matthew 26:26–35

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 26:26–35
Jesus changed the meaning of the Passover meal. The
unleavened bread used to symbolize Israel quickly leaving
Egypt, but now it symbolizes Christ’s body. The wine
used to celebrate the covenant God made with Israel at
Sinai (Exod 24:8), but now it celebrates the new covenant
sealed by Jesus’ blood. Despite these startling changes,
the Messiah’s battered body and poured-out blood had
been predicted long ago (Isa 53:5–7; Ps 22:14–16). So
had the new covenant which brings forgiveness of sins
for many people (Isa 53:11–12; Jer 31:31–34; Matt 1:21).
Jesus was doing everything according to plan. Even the
disciples deserting Jesus was according to plan, prophesied
long ago (Zech 13:7). Jesus was not surprised. As the
good shepherd, He offered hope to His confused sheep.
Unfortunately, the disciples were proud, relied on their
own strength, and were doomed to failure (1 Cor 10:12).
Jesus knew this, and He purposefully let them be broken
and weak, so that His power could live in them (2 Cor 1:9;
12:9–10). Even in being deserted, Jesus was in control,
proving that He is the good Shepherd.
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1.	Judas’ betrayal is terrible treachery, but have
you ever acted unfaithfully to get even less?
2.	Jesus controlled Judas’ participation in His
death, but was Judas still responsible for his sin
(Matt 26:24)?

ASK
1.	What did Jesus say about the bread and the
wine?
He said the bread was like His body and the wine
was like His blood.
2.	Why would the disciples desert Jesus?
It was prophesied that the Shepherd would be
killed and His sheep scattered. Also, the disciples
were too confident in themselves.
3.	How did Jesus prove He is the good Shepherd?
He offered hope to His confused sheep. He also
allowed the disciples to be broken and weak so
that they would learn to rely on His power, not
theirs.

DISCUSS

1.	What did Jesus’ death mean? Why did He
choose to die?
2.	Have you ever bragged about how well you
would do something? What happened (Prov
16:18)?

DAY 5

Jesus controlled His flesh in His death • Matthew 26:36–56

READ

ASK

Matthew 26:35–56

EXPLAIN

The truth of Matthew 26:36–56
Even though Jesus’ death was God’s plan and His own
choice, it was still a terrible struggle. Jesus knew He
was going to drink “the cup,” which meant that He
would bear God’s awful wrath (Isa 51:17). So now He
was facing His biggest test: controlling His own human
nature. Unlike His disciples, Jesus knew the weakness
of human nature, and He humbly depended on the
Father in prayer. God did not take the cross away, but
He did give Jesus victory over temptation when Judas
came to betray Him. Jesus had a good excuse to resist,
since His arrest was completely wrong. Judas and the
mob deserved to be arrested, not Jesus. Then why
didn’t Jesus fight back like Peter did? Jesus could have
commanded thousands of angels to fight for Him—and
just one angel was enough to wipe out a massive army
(2 Kings 19:35)! Yet Jesus did not resist, for He was
committed to doing the will of God. Far from being a
helpless victim, Jesus was in control. He was a willing
sacrifice, dying to set us free.

1.	What did Jesus do right before being arrested?
He prayed and submitted to the Father’s will.
2.	Did Jesus have good reason to resist arrest?
Yes. He had done nothing wrong. Judas and the mob
deserved arrest.
3.	Why didn’t Jesus resist arrest?
Even though He had the power to defeat His
enemies, He chose to obey Scripture.
4.	Why did Jesus choose to die?
To provide forgiveness of sins and to obey the Father.

DISCUSS

1.	Have you been treated unfairly recently? Was
your response pleasing to God? Thank Jesus for
responding the way He did for your sake.
2.	Do you prepare for when temptation comes? How
do you prepare? Do you pray?

NEXT WEEK
The trial and denial of
Jesus
Mark 14:53–15:15

WEEK 22

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 22

DAY 1

The trial and denial of Jesus
Mark 14:53–15:15

The Jews judged the true Judge • Mark 14:53–65

READ

Mark 14:53–65

EXPLAIN
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The truth of Mark 14:53–65
The trial of Jesus was the opposite of justice. Jesus was
taken to the house of Caiaphas where the Sanhedrin
had already gathered. Eventually, two witnesses accused
Jesus of speaking against the temple (Matt 26:60–61).
Even though the accusation was false (Mark 13:2) and the
witnesses didn’t agree, Jesus’ enemies used it against Him.
Jesus willingly chose not to defend Himself, because He
had chosen to go silently to slaughter (Isa 53:7). Surprised,
the high priest questioned His authority. This time Jesus
was not silent. Since it was time for Him to die, He said He
was the Messiah. The Jews’ response is ironic. Caiaphas
had said “Blessed One” instead of “God” to be extra careful
not to blaspheme, and he tore his clothes as a sign of grief
and horror at blasphemy. But Jesus did not blaspheme
because He spoke the truth. It was the Sanhedrin who
were blaspheming by dishonoring the Son of God right in
front of them. Second, the temple police mockingly urged
Jesus to prophesy. By mocking and spitting on Him, they
were actually causing Jesus’ prophecy to come true (Mark
10:34), and Isaiah’s too (Isa 50:6).

ASK
1. What was wrong with the
accusations against Jesus?
They were false and inconsistent.
2. Did Jesus defend Himself?
No. There were no real charges.
Besides, Jesus was not trying to
escape death.
3. What did Caiaphas ask Jesus?
Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?
4. Who was committing blasphemy?
Not Jesus, because He spoke the
truth. The high priest was, because he
was directly opposing the Son of God.

DISCUSS

1. How are human judges similar to
Jesus, the true Judge? How are they
different?
2. Why was it ironic that the Jews
were judging Jesus (John 5:22)?

DAY 2

Peter denied his true Friend • Mark 14:66–72

READ

ASK

Mark 14:66–72

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 14:66–72
Peter loved Jesus, but even he abandoned Jesus. When Jesus
was accused, He spoke the truth and did not defend Himself.
But when Peter was accused, he lied to defend himself. The third
time, he used an oath, asking God to curse him if what he was
saying was not true. Peter’s failure warned and encouraged the
Christians who first read Mark’s gospel. Their loyalty to Jesus was
being tested by persecution. Peter’s failure warned them that if
they were self-confident and prayerless like Peter was, they would
fail (1 Cor 10:12). But Peter’s restoration encouraged them that
even in failure, there is hope through repentance. When Peter
heard a rooster crow the second time, he burst into tears. He
realized he had failed the One he loved most (Luke 22:61–62).
Jesus later restored Peter, and Peter wrote down two important
lessons he had learned from his failure. First, be humble, because
Satan easily devours proud people (1 Pet 5:5–8). Second, even
in failure, have hope. Because Jesus did not fail, God is able to
restore and strengthen you to the very end (5:10).

DAY 3

loved most.

DISCUSS

1.	Think of the last time you lied. Why did
you lie? What did you do afterward?
2.	When you have sinned against Jesus,
how can Jesus’ sinlessness give you hope
(1 John 2:1–2)?

Pilate handed over the true King • Mark 15:1–15

READ

Mark 15:1–15

EXPLAIN

1.	When asked if he was a follower of Jesus,
what did Peter do?
He denied Jesus.
2.	Did Peter speak the truth like Jesus did?
No. He lied three times.
3.	Why did Peter burst into tears after the
rooster crowed?
He remembered what Jesus had said, and
he realized he had betrayed the One he

The truth of Mark 15:1–15
As the Roman governor, Pilate’s job was to uphold
justice, but instead he unjustly condemned Jesus.
He was more concerned about his own career.
Recently, he had foolishly tried to put shields with
Emperor Tiberius’ image on them in his headquarters
in Jerusalem. This violated the Jewish ban on images
in Jerusalem, so the Jews sent messengers to appeal
directly to Tiberius. Tiberius sided with the Jews, and

Pilate only avoided Tiberius’ wrath because he was
friends with Sejanus, Tiberius’ second-in-command.
But recently Tiberius had executed Sejanus for
treason. Pilate was now vulnerable and could not risk
the Jews appealing to Caesar again. Still, Pilate hated
to give in to the chief priests. When he heard the
crowd asking for him to keep his custom, he suggested
releasing Jesus. But as usual, Pilate was wrong about
the Jews. So for the sake of his own political ambition,
Pilate condemned the real King. He released Barabbas,
whose name means “son of a father,” and he failed to
protect Jesus, the Son of the Father. Now the innocent
would die in the place of the guilty.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 22

DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What did Pilate call Jesus?
The King of the Jews.
2.	Did Pilate think Jesus had done anything wrong?
No.
3.	Who did Pilate condemn, and who did he release?
He condemned Jesus and released Barabbas.
4.	Why didn’t Pilate set Jesus free?
Pilate was more concerned about himself than about
an innocent man. He valued his own political career
more than the King of kings.

DAY 4

Jesus suffered silently • Isaiah 53:7

READ

Isaiah 52:13–53:12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Isaiah 53:7
Jesus died on purpose. He could have resisted the
angry mob that came to arrest Him, but He didn’t (Matt
27:53). He could have defended Himself before the
blasphemous high priest, but He didn’t (Mark 14:60–
61). He could have refuted the false accusations, but
He didn’t. Why not? Why didn’t Jesus defend His
innocence, refute the false charges, and reveal His
enemies for what they really were: jealous hypocrites
willing to do anything—including murdering an innocent
man—to preserve their position and power. But Jesus
remained silent before His accusers for two reasons.
First, He willingly chose to die as a sacrifice for sin,
the innocent in the place of the guilty (2 Cor 5:21). If
Jesus had resisted during His arrest, trial, or execution,
He could easily have overpowered and overwhelmed
any who stood against Him. But Jesus also remained
silent for a second reason: to fulfill Scripture. The
prophet Isaiah, long before Jesus’ birth, declared that
the Servant would suffer silently, like a lamb led to
slaughter. Like a lamb, He would utter no protest, and

like a lamb, He would submit to His oppressors.
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1.	How did the religious leaders intimidate Pilate?
2.	Have you done something wrong recently in
response to peer pressure? What does this show
about what you care about most?

ASK
1.	Why did Jesus not resist the angry mob, Caiaphas,
or Pilate?
Because He willingly chose to die as a sacrifice
for sin. He also willingly suffered in order to fulfill
Scripture.
2.	Did Jesus have the power to resist His enemies?
Yes! He could have called thousands of angels to
defeat His enemies.
3.	How did Isaiah say the Servant would suffer?
Like a lamb. He would be silent before His
oppressors.
4.	What did Jesus accomplish through His willing
death?
Salvation. He died so that others might live through
Him.

DISCUSS

1.	Have you ever been accused of something you
didn’t do? How did you respond?
2.	Why did Jesus suffer in our place? What can you
praise Him for in light of what you learned today?

DAY 5

Jesus restores Peter • John 21:15–17

READ

ASK

John 21:1–19

EXPLAIN

The truth of John 21:15–17
Because Jesus obeyed God to the point of death, He is
able to forgive us when we have not obeyed. Even though
Peter denied Jesus, Jesus did not leave Peter in his despair.
Not long after Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to
Peter and some of the other disciples while they were
fishing in the Sea of Galilee. After providing a miraculous
catch of fish, Jesus joined His disciples on the seashore
for breakfast. After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter: “Simon,
son of John, do you love me more than these?” Of course
Peter did! But then Jesus asked a second time, and then a
third time. Finally, after Jesus asked the third time, Peter
appealed to Jesus’ perfect knowledge of him: “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.” And Peter did.
He would spend the remainder of his life ministering to
Jesus’ flock. And in the end, he would make the ultimate
sacrifice for his Master, dying as a martyr for his one, true
friend. Because Jesus loved us to the point of death, His
love keeps and restores us even when our love wavers.

1.	How many times did Jesus ask Peter if he loved
Him?
Three times.
2.	How did Peter respond after Jesus asked him if
he loved Him for the third time?
Peter appealed to Jesus’ perfect knowledge of him.
3.	How do we know Peter loved Jesus?
Peter wept bitterly after he denied Jesus, and Peter
spent the rest of his life serving Jesus, even dying
as a martyr.

DISCUSS

1.	How does this story show the kindness of
Jesus?
2.	When you sin, how quickly do you come back
to Jesus? Are you too afraid or ashamed? How
does Jesus’ death for sin and His love encourage
you to repent quickly?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus endures the cross
Mark 15:16–47

WEEK 23

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 23

DAY 1

Jesus endures the cross
Mark 15:16–47

Jesus was mocked before His crucifixion • Mark 15:16–21

READ

Mark 15:16–21

EXPLAIN
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The truth of Mark 15:16–21
To fulfill His mission, Jesus needed to humbly endure
humiliation (Isa 53:3). The soldiers mocked Jesus as they
joked about Jesus and pretended to honor Him. They gave
Jesus a royal-looking robe, a crown of thorns, and a reed
for a scepter. They mockingly bowed and said, “Hail,
King!” the way they would say, “Hail, Caesar!” To them,
Jesus’ royalty and suffering were just a big joke. They
had fun beating Him, and with their spit they dishonored
Him. Ironically, what they meant as a joke was actually
true: Jesus was the King. All the while, Jesus obeyed
Scripture: “I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting”
(50:6). Jesus was too battered to carry the beam of His
cross, so the soldiers forced Simon of Cyrene to do
it. Cyrene was a busy port city in North Africa where
many Jews lived, but Simon was in Jerusalem, probably
for Passover. This experience had a profound effect on
Simon, for it appears his whole family was saved after he
carried the Savior’s cross (Rom 16:13). Thus, by enduring
mockery without disobeying, Jesus brings salvation to
those who humbly believe.

ASK
1. What did the soldiers put on Jesus?
They dressed Him like a fake king, with
a purple robe, a crown of thorns, and a
reed scepter.
2. Why could Jesus not carry the beam
of His cross?
He was tired and weakened by the
flogging.
3. Who carried the beam of Jesus’ cross?
Simon of Cyrene.
4. How did this experience affect Simon?
It appears that his whole family was
saved after his experience carrying Jesus’
cross.

DISCUSS

1. How does Jesus’ inability to carry the
beam of His cross show that He is
fully human?
2. What does Jesus’ humble submission
to God show about the way to success
(Jas 4:10)?

DAY 2

Jesus was mocked during His crucifixion • Mark 15:22–32

READ

ASK

Mark 15:22–32

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 15:22–32
Crucifixion was gruesome, but Mark focuses on the mockery
instead of the agony. Crucifixion was itself mockery. The Romans
used it to execute slaves and rebels. The Jews considered a
crucified person to be accursed (Deut 21:23). In addition, the
soldiers dishonored Jesus by caring more about His clothes than
about His life. Also, the inscription on the cross mocked Jesus.
Finally, Jesus was mocked by being crucified alongside violent
revolutionaries. Yet the mockery—the cross (Num 21:9), the
divided clothes (Ps 22:18), and the company of wicked men (Isa
53:12)—actually confirmed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
The Jews also mocked Him. Crucifixions took place by the
busy road heading from Jerusalem toward the Roman capital of
Caesarea. The many people traveling by shook their heads with
scorn, and in “deriding” Him they were literally “blaspheming.”
The chief priests joined in, joking that they would believe if Jesus
could get down off the cross. Even the criminals mocked Him.
But again, the sneering proved that Jesus was exactly who He
said He was (Ps 22:7), our Savior and our King.

DAY 3

It fulfilled Isaiah 53:3, so it proved Jesus was
exactly who they were jokingly saying He
was.

DISCUSS

1.	Why did Jesus not save Himself (Mark
10:45)?
2.	Take time to praise and thank Jesus for
obeying even when He was humiliated. If
He has done that for you, how can you live
for Him?

Jesus was mocked in His abandonment • Mark 15:33–36

READ

Mark 15:33–36

EXPLAIN

1.	What kind of people were crucified?
Slaves, rebels, and cursed people.
2.	Who was Jesus crucified with?
Two criminals.
3.	What did the chief priests say to make fun
of Jesus?
“He saved others. Let Him save Himself.”
4.	What did all the mockery prove about
Jesus?

The truth of Mark 15:33–36
From noon until 3 PM, the sun was dark. The darkness
was supernatural, showing God’s presence (Ps 18:11),
especially His holy presence to judge (Isa 5:30;
13:10–11; Joel 2:1–2; Amos 5:20). Jesus was bearing
God’s wrath against sin, dying as a sinner in the place
of sinners (1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21). Jesus cried out,
and for the first time in His life, He did not call God
“Father” (Ps 22:1). Although the Trinity could not be

ripped apart, the closeness and joy of their relationship
was lost as God judged Jesus for the sins of many
(Isa 53:5). He was forsaken so that sinners could be
forgiven. Yet even in this He was mocked. Possibly the
bystanders only heard His first words, and in Aramaic
“My God” and “Elijah” sound similar. But they may also
have purposefully twisted His words for fun. Either
way, someone offered Him wine with vinegar, a drink
popular with soldiers and laborers because it was
invigorating. They wanted to keep Jesus conscious as
they joked about Elijah coming. Jesus was dying to
offer them salvation, but they just laughed at Him.

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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DISCUSS

ASK
1.	What happened to the sun when Jesus was on the
cross?
It became dark.
2.	What did the darkness show?
God’s presence, especially His holy presence to judge.
3.	What did Jesus say while He was on the cross?
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me?”
4.	What was significant about Jesus’ cry?
For the first time in His life, He did not call God “Father.”

DAY 4

Jesus was honored in His death • Mark 15:37–47

READ

Mark 15:37–47

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 15:37–47
As people joked, Jesus’ death proved He finished His
mission. First, the thick curtain in the temple tore in a way
that showed it was not done by human hands. This shows
that Jesus’ death opens up access to God for all who
believe in Him (Lev 16:2; Heb 10:19–22). Second, the
centurion, a soldier experienced in death and crucifixion,
noticed that Jesus’ cry was unusual. Normally, crucifixion
victims died gradually and were too weak to shout in the
end. Realizing that Jesus was not an ordinary man, the
centurion became the first human in Mark’s gospel to call
Jesus the Son of God, confirming the main point of Mark’s
gospel (1:1). As the Gentile honored Jesus with his words,
several women honored Him with their presence (John
19:25–27). They were also faithful followers, and they
kept following even to the place where Jesus was buried.
After the Gentile and the women, a high-ranking member
of the Sanhedrin honored Jesus. Joseph of Arimathea
buried Jesus, rolling a stone in front of the tomb to keep
thieves out. Thus, despite the people’s mockery, Jesus
was honored in His death.
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1.	How do you respond to Jesus’ death for sins?
Would your friends say that His death is an
important part of your life, or is it something
you treat lightly?
2.	How do Jesus’ “wounds” heal us (1 Pet 2:24)?

ASK
1.	What happened in the temple when Jesus died?
The curtain blocking off the Holy of Holies was
ripped in two from top to bottom.
2.	What did the centurion notice that was strange
about Jesus’ death?
Jesus cried out loudly right before dying.
3.	What did the centurion call Jesus?
The Son of God.
4.	Who stayed with Jesus as He died and was
buried?
Faithful women.

DISCUSS

1.	Jesus died on the cross, but His enemies did
not defeat Him. How is the cross actually a
symbol of victory (1 Cor 15:55–57)?
2.	How does the cross provide access to God? Do
you value this access? Do you often come to
God in prayer on the basis of Jesus’ death?

DAY 5

Jesus was with a rich man in His death • Isaiah 53:9

READ

ASK

Isaiah 52:13–53:12

EXPLAIN

The truth of Isaiah 53:9
Jesus was humiliated in His death. He was treated like
a slave and executed between two violent criminals.
The soldiers gambled for His clothes (Mark 15:24),
the people mocked Him, and the religious leaders
challenged Him to prove that He was God (15:29–32).
But there were still those that honored Jesus. One
man, Joseph of Arimathea, did so at great personal
risk. Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, but he
risked both his reputation and his life by asking Pilate
for Jesus’ body (15:43; Luke 23:51). He was also rich
(Matt 27:57), and his burial of Jesus honored Him as the
prophesied Messiah. Though Jesus’ enemies intended
to assign Jesus a grave among “the wicked,” Joseph of
Arimathea ensured that Jesus was “with a rich man in
his death” by donating his own tomb (Matt 27:59–60).
Joseph was willing to defile himself twice for Jesus’
sake, once by going right into a Gentile dwelling, and
again by handling Jesus’ dead body. He was willing to
be unclean for Jesus, which is fitting, since Jesus was
willing to be counted as a sinner for the sake of sinners
like Joseph.

1.	How did Joseph of Arimathea honor Jesus?
He buried Jesus at great personal risk. He was also
willing to be unclean for Jesus’ sake.
2.	Where did Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus?
In his own tomb.
3.	Where did Jesus’ enemies plan to bury Jesus?
Alongside wicked men.
4.	How did Joseph’s actions fulfill Scripture?
Isaiah prophesied that the Servant would be “with a
rich man in his death.”

DISCUSS

1.	Joseph of Arimathea declared his allegiance to
Jesus by asking Pilate for His body. How can you
show your allegiance to Jesus today?
2.	Read Matthew 10:32–33. What promise does
Jesus give to those who acknowledge Him before
others? What about those who deny Him? How
can you honor Him?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus rises from the
dead
Mark 16:1–8

WEEK 24

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 24

DAY 1
READ

Mark 16:1–8

EXPLAIN

Jesus rises from the dead
Mark 16:1–8

The women expected an occupied tomb • Mark 16:1–3

ASK
1. Why did the women go to Jesus’ tomb?
They went to anoint His corpse with
perfume.
2. When did the women go to the tomb?
On Sunday, the first day of the week, the
day after the Sabbath.
3. What were the women worried about as
they were on their way?
They wondered how they would move the
stone.
4. So did the women expect Jesus to be
alive?
No.

The truth of Mark 16:1–3
The women did not expect Jesus to rise from the dead.
They expected to anoint a dead body, and they worried
about the stone. This shows they expected everything
to be the way it was left. They did not know about the
guards or the seal (Matt 27:62–66), and they definitely
did not expect a resurrection. The disciples didn’t expect
it either, since even after hearing news of resurrection,
they did not believe it (Luke 24:11). The only ones who
remembered that Jesus said He would rise on the third
day were His enemies, and even they only expected some
kind of trick (Matt 27:63–64). Expecting to find a dead
body, the women came to honor Jesus one more time.
1. The women did not expect Jesus to be
On Saturday night, after the Sabbath ended, they went
alive. Do you expect Jesus’ risen life to
and prepared spices (Luke 23:56). Since they intended to
actually change your life?
anoint Jesus, these spices were made into liquid perfume 2. Why do Christians gather to worship on
to pour over the body. This was to keep down the stench
Sunday, the first day of the week (Mark
of rotting flesh. Nicodemus had already wrapped a large
16:2, 6)?
amount of dry spices with Jesus (John 19:39), but these
devoted women wanted one last chance to honor Him.

DISCUSS
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DAY 2

The women found an empty tomb • Mark 16:4–6

READ

ASK

Mark 16:1–8

EXPLAIN

The truth of Mark 16:4–6
Imagine their surprise when the women found the tomb open!
They ducked down through the small door, but once inside they
could stand up straight. Tombs like this one were family tombs,
usually about 6 or 7 feet tall. There would be a bench carved
in the stone where the dead body would lay for a year. After it
decomposed, family members would put the bones in a bone box
so that the bench could be used again. But instead of a stinking
corpse, the women saw a brilliant angel, with white clothes dazzling
like lightning (Matt 28:3). Angels are powerful heavenly warriors,
so as usual, he had to tell them not to be afraid (Dan 10:12; Luke
1:13). He confirmed that this was the right place, then he delivered
unimaginable news: Jesus had risen from the dead. He showed
them the empty stone bench. The tomb was clearly empty. Even the
religious leaders couldn’t dispute that. They had to make up a story
about the body being stolen, because it was obvious to everyone
that there was no body (Matt 28:11–15).

DAY 3

He is alive, He is not here.

DISCUSS

1.	How was the tomb Jesus was buried in
different from the tombs we use today?
2.	How important are real events of
history, like the empty tomb, to the
Christian faith?

The women were given a mission • Mark 16:7

READ

Mark 16:1–8

EXPLAIN

1.	Was Jesus’ body in the tomb?
No.
2.	Who did the women see in the tomb?
An angel, looking like a young man
dressed in shining white.
3.	Why did the angel tell the women not
to be afraid?
Angels are powerful heavenly warriors.
4.	What did the angel say about Jesus?

The truth of Mark 16:7
If the tomb was clearly empty, why did God send an
angel to speak to the women at all? The angel came
to announce Jesus’ resurrection. Just as an angel
announced the miraculous meaning of Jesus’ birth, so
an angel announced the miracle of His resurrection.
The angel also gave these women a mission. He
especially mentioned Peter because Peter needed some
encouragement. He needed to know that just as Jesus

rightly predicted his denial, so He also rightly predicted
new life and restoration (14:27–28). The women
obeyed, although they were so stunned they spoke to
no one along the way (Matt 28:8). So the first witnesses
to the resurrection were women. But in Jewish culture,
women’s testimony did not count. If the early church
made up the resurrection story, they would never
have said women were the first witnesses! The only
explanation is that the gospels tell the story this way
because it really happened this way. It also shows how
women are honored in Scripture. The task of preaching
the gospel and leading the church was for the apostles,
but these faithful women received the good news first.
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ASK
1.	What did the angel tell them to do?
He told them to go and tell the other disciples, especially
Peter.
2.	Why did the angel mention Peter specifically?
To encourage Peter. Because Jesus was alive, his sin
of denying Jesus could be forgiven, and Peter could be
restored to Jesus.
3.	Who were the first witnesses to the resurrection?
The women.

DAY 4
Mark 16:1–8

The truth of Mark 16:8
If the resurrection was good news, why were the women
terrified? And why would the whole book end with their
fear? While some versions include eleven more verses
in the book of Mark, the earliest and best manuscripts
show that these verses were added later to make the
ending feel less abrupt. But Mark purposefully ended
the story with the same amazement and fear that
people always felt toward Jesus. It is like the time when
Jesus calmed the storm: instead of being relieved, the
disciples were more afraid than before (4:41)! This is
how people feel when they have encountered God.
When the women saw the empty tomb and heard the
angels’ message, they realized they were in the middle of
the most remarkable act of God in history. They were so
overwhelmed their bodies literally shook. Yet along with
fear there can be great joy. Jesus’ resurrection proves
that God accepted His sacrifice as the perfect payment
for sin (Acts 17:31). Because Jesus conquered death, He
is the resurrection and the life, and He is able to give
new, eternal life to all who put their hope in Him (John
11:25).
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DISCUSS

1.	Did the disciples believe the women (Luke 24:11)?
2.	After reading about the women witnesses, the
empty tomb, an angelic messenger, and the Jewish
explanation, how would you answer those who do
not believe Jesus rose from the dead?

The women were afraid • Mark 16:8

READ

EXPLAIN

4.	How does this show that the resurrection really
happened?
In Jewish culture, women’s testimony did not count.
So if the early church made up the resurrection story,
they would never have said women were the first
witnesses.

ASK
1.	How did the women feel after the angel spoke to
them?
They were very afraid, trembling with fear.
2.	How does Mark’s gospel end?
With the words “for they were afraid.”
3.	Why were the women so afraid?
They realized that what had happened was more
powerful than anything they had ever imagined.

DISCUSS

1.	If you have been with the woman that morning,
do you think you would have been afraid? Why or
why not?
2.	Is it good to have a healthy fear of God? What
does it feel like and look like to fear God?

DAY 5

The resurrection matters • 1 Corinthians 15:12–20

READ

ASK

1 Corinthians 15:1–20

EXPLAIN

The truth of 1 Corinthians 15:12–20
The resurrection is a big deal. Without the
resurrection, Jesus’ death would be useless, and our
faith would be worthless. Preaching about Jesus is
useless too if Jesus has not been raised. If Jesus is
not alive, then all the witnesses and preachers of the
resurrection are liars. And if Jesus never rose from
the grave, then we are still in our sins (Acts 5:30–31;
Rom 4:25). Without the resurrection, there is no hope
for Christians who have died, and those Christians
that are still alive are the most wretched people on
earth. But Jesus has been raised from the dead, being
the “firstfruits” of those who have already died. His
resurrection guarantees that every Christian will one
day be raised too. The resurrection of Jesus and the
resurrection of all Christians stand and fall together. If
one is raised, so is the other. Because Jesus came back
to life, we also will one day rise again with new, real,
living bodies just like His (1 Cor 15:35–58). At that
time we will live fully in the powerful presence of God
forever.

1.	Why does the resurrection matter?
It proves Jesus is the Lord in charge of life who can
give us new life.
2.	How can we be certain that Christians will be
resurrected?
Because Jesus rose from the dead, we know that all
Christians will be resurrected too.
3.	What will Christians’ resurrection bodies be like?
The will be like Jesus’ body.

DISCUSS

1.	Why are Christians “of all people most to be
pitied” if there is no resurrection (1 Cor 15:32)?
2.	Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead?
What difference has that made in your life this
past week, in the way you feel, talk, and act?

NEXT WEEK
Jesus returns to heaven
Acts 1:1–11

