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Share the Lesson
• Five-Day Devotionals – Guides the family through the Generations of Grace lesson, 

a cross-reference passage, and a passage about Christ to lead the family through the 
whole counsel of God.

• Generations of Grace Passages – Reinforces the lesson that your child learned in 
Sunday School.

• Cross-Reference Passage – Points to another passage that reinforces the central 
truth of each week’s lesson.

• Christ-Centered Passage – Connects each week’s lesson to Jesus Christ and to the 
gospel.

• Explain – Communicates the truth of each day to the parent’s heart and mind to 
prepare them to lead their child through the passage.

• Ask – Foster greater interaction between parent and children whether they’re 3 years 
old or 11 years old.

• Discuss – Enable the conversation about the truth to progress to a deeper level.

This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word so 
that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each les-
son. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry and 
home as God uses it to encourage your family.

Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the 
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned 
throughout the week. 

Additional Resources

• Coloring Book
• Craft Book
• Activity Book

• Student Journal
• Teacher Book
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The Jews confi rmed Jesus’ innocence • 
John 18:28–30, 33, 40; 19:7, 12, 15bDAY 1

READ   
John 18:28–19:16a

EXPLAIN    
The truth of The truth of John 18:28–30, 33, 40; 19:7, 12, 
15b
Jesus was innocent, so the Jews had to rely on insolence, 
deceit, and threats instead of real evidence. They arrogantly 
refused to come into the headquarters of Pilate (a Genti le). 
They also spoke rudely, essenti ally telling Pilate, “Do your 
job and execute Him.” Eventually, they brought two charges, 
but both were deceitf ul. First, they said Jesus claimed to be 
king (Luke 23:2). He did claim to be King (Mark 14:61–62), 
but since His kingdom would not come by human means, He 
was not a threat to Rome. Second, the Jews accused Jesus 
of blasphemy. Jesus did claim to be God, but since that was 
true, it was not blasphemy. In reality, the Jews had a double-
standard. While accusing Jesus of rebellion, they set free a 
real rebel (Mark 15:11)! While accusing Jesus of blasphemy, 
they blasphemed by denying their true King (1 Sam 8:7). 
Finally, the Jews used threats. Once before, the Jews had 
appealed to Tiberius Caesar, and Tiberius had decided in 
their favor against Pilate. Now, they threatened to go to 
Tiberius again, and Pilate feared that Tiberius might kill him 
or at least end his politi cal career.

ASK   
1.  What did the Jews accuse Jesus 

of?
Being a rebel king and blaspheming. 

2.  Were the Jews telling the truth?
No. Jesus was a king, but He was 
not a rebel against Rome. He did 
claim to be the Son of God, but this 
was the truth, not blasphemy.

3.  How did the Jews get Pilate to 
crucify Jesus?
They threatened to make Pilate look 
bad in front of the emperor. 

DISCUSS   
1.  When people use only insolence, 

deceit, and threats, what does 
this show about how weak their 
argument really is? 

2.  How did the religious leaders act 
like bullies?

The crucifi xion of the Son of God 
John 19:1–42

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON
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Pilate declared Jesus innocent three times • John 18:38; 19:4, 6DAY 2

READ   
John 18:28–19:16a

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 18:38; 19:4, 6
Three times Pilate said that Jesus was innocent. So why 
did he condemn Jesus? To save himself, he rejected 
Jesus as the true God. But by rejecting Jesus, he was 
also denying truth. Pilate had no absolute standard of 
right and wrong. He was a pragmatist, trying to get the 
best results for himself. When a crowd had come to 
ask him to set a prisoner free (Mark 15:8), Pilate tried 
to use Jesus’ popularity to turn the crowd against the 
Jewish leaders (cf. Mark 15:11). When that didn’t work, 
he had Jesus beaten, mocked, and paraded before the 
crowd to try to get the people’s sympathy. When that 
failed, he tried bullying. He mockingly reminded the 
Jews that he was in charge, and he taunted them by 
calling Jesus “your king.” Yet in the end, Pilate wasn’t 
willing to risk his life, even for a man he knew was 
innocent.

Jesus’ truthful testimony proved His innocence • 
John 18:36–37; 19:11DAY 3

READ   
John 18:28–19:16a 

EXPLAIN   
The truth of John 18:36–37; 19:11
In contrast to the others, Jesus spoke the truth. He told 
the truth about His kingdom. Although His kingdom will 
one day be on earth, it will not come by human methods 
(Dan 2:44–45; Rev 20:6). He also spoke the truth about 
Pilate’s authority. He said that Pilate would not be Jesus’ 
judge if God had not arranged events to bring Jesus to 
this trial. God was sovereign over the whole process. 

God even used the legal details to fulfill prophecy: Jesus 
would be killed by being lifted up on a cross the Roman 
way instead of being thrown down and stoned the 
Jewish way (Lev 24:16; Num 21:8–9; John 3:14). Jesus 
told the truth because He is the truth (John 14:6). He 
is the Word, the Light, and the Son who always makes 
God known. He was in the world for this one reason: to 
declare the truth. He entered His own creation, became 
a human, and was about to die so that people could 
know ultimate reality—God Himself.  Jesus’ truthfulness 
confirms that He is the innocent Lamb of God (John 
1:29). 

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  Did Pilate think Jesus was guilty?

No.
2.  How many times did Pilate say Jesus was innocent?

Three times.
3.  Did Pilate make any attempts to release Jesus?

Yes.
4.  Why did Pilate ultimately hand Jesus over to be 

executed?
He wasn’t willing to risk his life, even for a man he knew 
was innocent.

DISCUSS   
1.  By rejecting any standard of right or wrong, how was 

Pilate like many people today?
2.  Is truth objective (true whether you believe it or not) 

or subjective (only true for people who believe it)? 
Can someone say, “The Bible is true for you but not 
for me”? 
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Jesus was crucified according to Scripture • John 19:16b–30DAY 4
READ   
John 19:16b–42

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 19:16b–30
Jesus died according to Scripture. The soldiers led Him 
away, like a lamb led to slaughter. He died outside the 
city as a sin offering (Lev 16:27; Heb 13:11–12). He 
was put to death with criminals (Isa 53:12). He was 
lifted up on a cross (Num 21:8–9; John 3:14) to be the 
curse in the place of sinners (Deut 21:23; Gal 3:13). His 
hands and feet were pierced (Ps 22:16; Isa 53:5), with 
a nail driven through His heels (Gen 3:15). He died as 
the Messiah, the King of the Jews (Dan 9:26). Even the 
small detail of His clothing being divided confirms He 
is the King who dies to bring people to God (Ps 22:18). 
Jesus Himself made sure to fulfill Scripture. By making 
sure His widowed mother had a believer to care for her, 
He kept the 5th commandment (Exod 20:12). By loving 
others as He was dying, He kept the second greatest 
commandment (Mark 12:31). By faithfully keeping 
all of Scripture to the very end, He kept the greatest 
commandment of all (12:28–30; Deut 6:5). Even His 
thirst and the sour wine fulfilled Scripture (Ps 22:15; 
69:21).
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ASK   
1.  Was Jesus killed because He did something 

wrong?
No. He was killed because people hated Him.

2.  Why did Jesus need to die?
His mission was to make it so that people could 
know the Father. To do that, He had to deal with 
the sin that keeps sinners from a holy God. 

3.  What did the soldiers do with His clothes?
They divided them into four parts, casting lots (like 
rolling dice) to decide who got His tunic. 

4.  What are some ways that Jesus’ death fulfilled 
prophecy?
See explanation paragraph.

DISCUSS   
1.  How were Jesus’ final words a cry of triumph (Isa 

53:12; Rom 3:25; Heb 2:14; 9:12; 1 Pet 2:22)?
2.  How do you know Jesus’ death was not an 

accident?

ASK   
1.  What did Jesus tell Pilate He came into the world to 

do?
To bear witness to the truth. To tell the truth and show 
everyone what is true. 

2.  Why did Jesus always tell the truth?
Because He is the truth. He came to earth as a human to 
show humans who God truly is.

3.  What does Jesus’ truthfulness confirm?
That He is the innocent Lamb of God.

DISCUSS   
1.  How much do you value the truth? What 

standard do you use to get a clear view of 
reality? Is there an ultimate standard?

2.  Who is the “father of lies” (John 8:44)? 



Jesus was buried according to Scripture • John 19:31–42DAY 5
READ   
John 19:16b–42

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 19:31–42
The events after Jesus died again confirm that He 
died exactly according to plan. He was the final 
Passover Lamb, killed on Passover without any 
broken bones (Exod 12:46; Ps 34:20). He was the 
firstborn, pierced through because of the hatred of 
His own people (Zech 12:10). And He most certainly 
died as water and blood flowed out, a vivid reminder 
that redemption and cleansing comes by His death 
(John 3:5; 1 John 1:7). Finally, although killed as a 
criminal, He was buried with honor in the new tomb 
of a rich man (Matt 27:57; Isa 53:9). All these fulfilled 
prophecies show that Jesus was in control even in 
His death (John 10:18; Acts 2:23; 3:18; 13:27). He 
willingly chose to accomplish His mission. He lived 
and died so that sinners could know God the way 
they were created to know Him (John 17:3).

ASK   
1.  Did the soldiers break Jesus’ bones?

No. He was already dead.
2.  How did Jesus die?

As a criminal.
3.  How was Jesus buried?

With honor in the new tomb of a rich man. 
4.  What are some ways that Jesus’ burial fulfilled 

prophecy?
See explanation paragraph. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Why did Jesus willingly choose to die? Pray and 

thank Jesus for obeying to the point of death.
2.  How can you enjoy the salvation Jesus provided 

through His perfect life and sacrificial death (Acts 
16:31)?

The resurrection of the 
Son of God 
John 20:1–31

NEXT WEEK



190

Jesus was not in the tomb • John 20:1–10DAY 1

READ   
John 20:1–18

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 20:1–10
Because Jesus rose from the dead, He is able to off er new 
and full life to everyone who believes. But that fi rst Easter 
started with grief, fear, and doubt. Jesus’ followers did not 
yet see that even His death was victory, fulfi lling so many 
prophecies and opening the way for sinners to come back 
to God. When Mary Magdalene came to the tomb, she 
expected to fi nd a dead body. So it is not true when some 
say that Jesus’ followers expected the resurrecti on so 
much that they imagined it or made it up. Peter and John 
did not expect a physical resurrecti on either, but they 
couldn’t deny the evidence. If robbers had taken the body, 
they would not have unwrapped it and folded up the 
head wrapping. These details convinced John that Jesus 
had risen from the dead, but he sti ll didn’t realize that this 
is what Jesus and the Old Testament had predicted (John 
10:18; Mark 8:31; Ps 16:10; 22:15–26; Isa 53:9–10). 
Although neither the disciples nor Mary understood it 
all yet, they were three witnesses that the tomb was 
strangely empty (Deut 17:6).

ASK   
1.  Who went to the tomb fi rst?

Mary Magdalene.
2.  Why was Mary surprised and sad 

when she saw the tomb?
The stone was rolled away. She 
thought someone moved Jesus’ body.

3.  What did Peter and John see in the 
tomb?
The cloths that had been wrapped 
around Jesus.

4.  Which one reached the tomb fi rst?
John.

DISCUSS   
1.  Jesus’ followers were slow to 

believe the resurrecti on. How does 
this show that the resurrecti on really 
happened?

2.  If robbers had taken the body, why 
would they not have unwrapped it 
and folded up the head wrapping?

The resurrecti on of the Son of God 
John 20:1–31

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON
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Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene • John 20:11–18DAY 2

READ   
John 20:1–18

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 20:11–18
Mary was sad because she was still confused. Her grief shows 
her deep love for Jesus, but she still did not fully comprehend 
who Jesus really was. She didn’t see yet that this Jesus was 
much greater than she ever imagined—great enough to 
conquer death. This explains why she wanted to cling to Him: 
she had lost Him once, and she did not want to lose Him again. 
But she needed to let go and realize that He was much more 
than a physical human being. He was God Himself (John 1:18). 
He had broken into the world to make the Father known, 
and now that His mission on earth was done, He needed to 
ascend back to heaven. Also, Mary had to let go so that she 
could carry out her own mission. She had to tell the others that 
they were now brothers of Jesus, sharing with Jesus the same 
Father—God Himself. In other words, Mary was sent to say that 
the way to God is open. His risen life proved that His mission 
was successful and acceptable to the Father. 

Jesus appeared to the disciples to bring them peace • 
John 20:19–21aDAY 3

READ   
John 20:19–31 

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 20:19–21a
Despite the news, the disciples were still afraid that 
evening. Jesus came to change that, twice speaking 
peace to them. Peace is more than quietness. It is also 
freedom from fear, wholeness of life, well-being, and true 
prosperity. The disciples could be at rest, no longer 
worrying, because Jesus’ risen life proved that His 
death was victory. His death justifies sinners so that 

they can have peace with God (Rom 5:1), and His risen 
life destroys fear of death (1 Cor 15:55). Imagine the 
disciples’ relief! They had abandoned and denied Jesus 
a few days earlier, but now Jesus was saying, “Don’t 
worry. All is forgiven. All is well.” And He proved it: His 
scars proved He really was Jesus, and they also proved 
that He really did suffer. His suffering shows that He 
knows and sympathizes with our pain. Even more, His 
suffering shows that He bore our pain to give us peace 
(Isa 53:5). No wonder the disciples’ fear turned into joy!

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  Why was Mary still sad after seeing the 

angels?
She still didn’t realize that Jesus was God and 
able to rise from the dead.

2.  Why did Mary cling to Jesus?
She had lost Him once, and she did not want to 
lose Him again.

3.  What did Jesus call His disciples?
My brothers. They could now have a 
relationship with God as their Father. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Why was Jesus going to return to the Father?
2.  How can you benefit from Jesus’ risen life 

(Rom 10:9–10)?
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Jesus appeared to the disciples to give them a mission • 
John 20:21b–23DAY 4

READ   
John 20:19–31 

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 20:21b–23
Now that the disciples had peace with the Father, 
they could begin their own mission according to Jesus’ 
example. The Father sent Jesus to make the Father 
known, display His greatness, and bring people to 
be with Him forever. This is the calling now of every 
believer (Matt 5:16; 2 Cor 5:20). Since this is too hard 
for us as mere humans, God gives believers the power of 
the Spirit. To show this, Jesus breathed on the disciples. 
His breath showed that He was alive and that the 
new covenant—the promise of new life by the Spirit—
was coming true (Ezek 37:9–14). The Spirit Himself 
would come about 50 days later (Acts 2). In addition 
to the Spirit’s power, God also gave them confidence 
to complete their mission. Jesus was not saying that 
humans have authority to forgive sins, since only God 
can do that (Mark 2:7; Dan 9:9). Instead, He was saying 
that when they preach that all who believe in Christ 
are forgiven, they certainly are forgiven. Jesus gives all 
His followers certainty in the gospel, so that they can 
accomplish their mission with confidence.
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ASK   
1.  How is a Christian’s mission like Jesus’ mission?

Both are sent to make God known and bring people 
to God by humbly obeying to the point of death.

2.  Why did Jesus breathe and say, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit”?
By breathing, He showed that He was alive and had 
the power of God to give them life and power in the 
Spirit.

3.  Besides the Spirit, what else does Jesus give to 
help His followers do their job?
He gives them confidence that their message of 
forgiveness is absolutely true.

DISCUSS   
1.  What is an ambassador? How are you fulfilling 

your role as Christ’s representative (2 Cor 5:20)?
2.  Did Jesus minister in the power of the Spirit 

(John 1:32)? Do you live in reliance on the Spirit? 

ASK   
1.  Why did the disciples have the doors locked?

They were afraid of the Jews. They thought they too 
might experience persecution like Jesus.

2.  What word did Jesus use to greet the disciples?
Peace.

3.  What is peace?
Peace is quietness, freedom from fear, wholeness of 
life, well-being, true prosperity, rest, and freedom from 
worry.

DISCUSS   
1.  How do Jesus’ scars show that He knows and 

sympathizes with our pain (Heb 4:15)?
2.  Would you describe your life as a peaceful one? 

If so, why? If not, how can you find new peace in 
Jesus?



Jesus appeared to the disciples with Thomas • John 20:24–31DAY 5
READ   
John 20:19–31

EXPLAIN    
The truth of John 20:24–31
Mary’s grief and the disciples’ fear had been replaced 
by peace and joy, but Thomas still doubted. He didn’t 
necessarily doubt more than the others, since he 
simply wanted the same evidence. Eight days later, 
Jesus gave it to him. Seeing the evidence, Thomas 
believed. He accepted the truth that Jesus was alive 
and humbly submitted to Him, gave allegiance to Him, 
and relied upon Him. In fact, Thomas was the first to 
express exactly what the resurrection proved: Jesus 
was in fact the true God, reigning as Lord with power 
over all. We do not get what Thomas got. We have 
not seen Jesus physically standing right in front of 
us. But we can still believe. We can believe because 
eyewitnesses like Thomas saw Him, and because 
eyewitnesses like John recorded the signs for us. The 
most important sign of all—the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus—confirms that the Messiah is in fact the Son of 
God, the One sent by God but also equally God (John 
1:14). And the resurrection confirms that the Messiah 
and Son (Ps 2) is in fact the man named Jesu. 

ASK   
1.  What did Thomas call Jesus when he saw Him?

My Lord and my God.
2.  Why can we believe even without seeing Jesus?

Because eye-witnesses recorded the signs—especially 
His resurrection—for us to believe.

3.  If we believe that the Messiah and Son is Jesus, 
what will He give us?
 Eternal life, which is to live with and know God 
forever (John 17:3).

4.  What does Jesus’ bodily resurrection prove?
 That the Messiah is the Son of God, and that the Son 
of God is Jesus.

DISCUSS   
1.  How is Thomas’ doubt more evidence that 

the disciples did not expect or make up Jesus’ 
resurrection?

2.  Having heard the evidence, what do you believe? 
What difference does that make in your life?








