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This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word
so that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each
lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry
and home as God uses it to edify your teachers, evangelize your children, and
encourage your families.

Study the Lesson
This section is designed to edify and equip teachers and to guide you through the preparation of an age appropriate Bible lesson.
•
•
•
•

Central Truth – Identifies the theme and focal point of lesson.
Supporting Truths – Provides appropriate objectives for mastering the central truth.
Spotlight on the Gospel – Explains how each lesson connects to the gospel.
Lesson Commentary – Communicates the truth of each lesson to the teacher’s heart
and mind.

Teach the Lesson
Use the child involvement resources to engage children from the moment they walk into
the classroom until pick-up time.
•
•
•

Outlines – Guide both teachers and children through the lesson.
Lesson Questions – Foster greater interaction between teacher and child.
Activities – Creative opening ideas, visual aids, and crafts to introduce, illustrate, and
apply lesson.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
•
•
•

Coloring Book
Craft Book
Activity Book

•
•

Student Journal
Family Devotional
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LESSON 1
God requires obedience
DEUTERONOMY 4:1–40
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LESSON 1

God blesses those who obey His
commands.
“Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his
commandments, which I command you today,
that it may go well with you and with your
children after you, and that you may prolong
your days in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you for all time” (Deut 4:40).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God blesses those who obey His word.
2. God punishes those who disobey His
word.
3. God’s people must obey God’s word
because of what He has done for
them.
4. Obedience to God’s word sets God’s
people apart from all others.
5. Idolatry values the things of this world
more than the God revealed by His
word.

1. State that the Israelites would live
and enjoy the land only by obeying.
2. Give two examples of punishment in
this chapter.
3. List several of the amazing things
Moses taught that God did for Israel.
4. Explain that God’s word leads to
wisdom, righteousness, and a close
relationship with God.
5. List several of the reasons Moses
gives to guard against idolatry.
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STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
God requires obedience • Deuteronomy 4:1–40

Lesson Summary
As Israel prepared to cross the Jordan into the promised land, Moses spoke his last words
to them. He began with a sermon recalling God’s relationship with Israel over the last
forty years, and he showed that Israel’s relationship with God should produce faithful
obedience. This obedience was the path to blessing. But since God is invisible, the
temptation to create visual representations of God in the form of idols would be strong.
They needed to guard themselves against this sin and follow God’s commands so they
would live happily in the land.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The principles Moses preached to Israel apply to all believers. Just as Israel was
redeemed from Egypt in order to serve God through obedience, so all believers were
redeemed from sin in order to serve Christ through obedience. Just as Israel was called
to obey in response to the deliverance God had already accomplished, so believers are
called to obey in response to the deliverance Christ has already accomplished. And just
as Israel would be blessed for obedience, so believers often experience blessing when
they submit to Christ’s commands.

WEEK
THIS

God requires
obedience
Deuteronomy 4:1–40

N EX

T WEEK

God calls Israel to love
through obedience
Deuteronomy 6:4–9

IN

TWO WEEKS

God promises to
bless or curse
Deuteronomy 28:1–68

POSSESSION
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LESSON 1

Lesson Commentary

God blesses those who obey His commands.
For 40 years Moses had led the Israelites with miraculous power and a glowing face, which came from
speaking openly with God. So we can only imagine
the uncertainty Israel faced as Moses prepared to
die, right before the daunting task of conquering
Canaan. To counteract this uncertainty, they needed
to be grounded anew in their true leader, the LORD,
their Redeemer. So on the plains of Moab, Moses
taught the people and passed on the covenant to the
next generation. In three speeches (Deut 1:1–4:43;
4:44–28:68; 29:1–30:20), a song (31:1–32:47), and
a blessing (32:48–34:12), Moses reminded Israel of
God’s character, His mighty deeds and good promises, and His requirement that Israel walk by faith
expressed through obedience.
Moses’ first speech reviewed Israel’s history from Mt.
Sinai to the plains of Moab. He recalled how God had
graciously cared for them in the wilderness and given
them victory over enemies. But he also reminded
them of how God had punished them when they
doubted, grumbled, and disobeyed. Deuteronomy 4
is the conclusion of this speech, urging Israel to find
blessing by obeying the God who had made them His
own and revealed Himself to them by His word.

THINK ABOUT IT
Paul urged
Christians to
obey God’s
commands on
the basis of the
redemption they
already received
in Christ (Rom
12:1; Eph 2:8–10).

Obey God’s law in
order to be blessed
(4:1–8)

Moses urged the people to
listen to God’s commands
in order to live (4:1). This
seems to contradict the
idea that the law cannot
give life (Gal 3:21). But
there is no contradiction.
In both the Old and New
Testaments, salvation is a
gift of God’s grace, not something earned by keeping
God’s commands (Deut 7:6–8; Rom 5:8). But then,
in both testaments, those who are saved are to obey
God’s commands since they now belong to Him (Exod
19:4–6; 2 Cor 5:15). Moses was calling the people
to obey God’s commands after God had already
redeemed them from Egypt.

This kind of obedience—obedience that springs
from faith in what God has already fully accomplished—receives God’s blessing, both in this life
and in the next (Ps 119:1). This blessing does not
exclude persecution or suffering but it does ensure
God’s help and support in transforming us in to the
image of Christ (Rom 8:28–29). On the other hand,
the way of disobedience is hard (Prov 13:15), and a
life of disobedience indicates that a person is not on
the path to eternal life
at all (1 John 3:9). To
illustrate this, Moses
THINK ABOUT IT
reminded Israel of
God often uses
their immorality on the
our obedience to
display the gospel
plains of Moab and the
to our world (1 Pet
deadly judgment that
3:1–2; Phil 2:14–16).
resulted (Deut 4:3–4;
Num 25:1–9).
Because blessing comes from obeying God’s commands (Josh 1:8–9), God’s commands are a precious
gift (Ps 19:10). They are wise and cause those who
follow them to become wise (Deut 4:6; Ps 19:7). They
are God’s own words, allowing a close relationship
with God (Deut 4:7; John 15:10). They are righteous
and produce righteousness in those who keep them
(Deut 4:8; Ps 19:9; Eph 5:26). If Israel would keep
them, not only would they be a great nation, but
they would also draw other nations to God’s word
(Deut 4:6), thus fulfilling their destiny of becoming a
blessing to all nations (Gen 12:3; John 4:22).

Do not forget God’s word by turning to
idols (4:9–31)

Even though God’s commands are so precious, sometimes it is hard to believe them because we cannot
see the God who spoke them (John 4:24). Because
they could not see Him, Israel would be severely
tempted to worship visible things in the place of the
invisible God. Since there were people still alive who
remembered Mt Horeb (Mt Sinai), Moses reminded
them of what they did see when God spoke to them
(4:9). They saw the mountain burning with fire and
covered by a thick, black cloud (4:11). This shows that
even though God is invisible, He is real.
But the center of God’s relationship with mankind
is His word (4:10, 12–14). Twice Moses emphasized
that Israel heard the sound of His words, but saw
no form (4:12, 15). God is encountered through His
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STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
God requires obedience • Deuteronomy 4:1–40

word. Each
generation
has the opportunity to
encounter
God anew
as they
remember
His word.
If we want
our children
to enjoy
the life of
obedience,
it is essential that we
teach our children God’s word and God’s real actions
in history that confirm His word (4:9). While many
Israelites failed to do this, some were faithful to teach
their children the amazing experience of Mt Sinai (Judg
5:5; Ps 68:8; Hab 3:3).
Since God is present with His people by means of His
word, no one should try to worship God through images (Deut 4:15–16). When we replace the right view of
God as revealed in the Bible with a view that fits our
own human ideas, we forget the true God and disobey
His commands. Also, no one should worship any visible
thing instead of God (4:17–19). Israel was tempted by
all the idol-worshiping nations around them, and today
we are tempted to forget God also.
So we must flee from idolatry, from devoting ourselves
to anything this world has to offer instead of to God
alone. It is silly to value the things God made more
than God Himself (4:19). It is ungrateful to live for
anything except the God who redeemed us and made
us His own (4:20, 23). It is dangerous to provoke God’s
anger, as Moses knew firsthand (4:21–22). It is wrong
to rebel against God by choosing idolatry instead of
obedience (4:23). So as Israel prepared to enter the
land without Moses, they needed to remember that
God is a consuming fire (4:24). He is jealous: He will not
share His glory with an idol.

Moses knew Israel would turn to idolatry, so he
warned them of the terrible destruction idolatry would
cause (4:25–27; Dan 9:11–12). They had a covenant,
an agreement, with God, and heaven and earth were
witnesses (Deut 4:26). If Israel did not uphold their end
of the contract by obedience, they would not enjoy the
blessings of the covenant.
Even so, God is gracious, and He is faithful even when
His people are not (4:31). He would let Israel realize
how miserable it is to worship idols with whom no
relationship is possible and who cannot save (4:28;
Judg 10:14). This would provoke Israel to repent and
seek the LORD from a sincere heart (Deut 4:29).

Be in awe of the Lawgiver, for there is
none like Him (4:32–40)

Moses concluded his speech by reminding Israel of
how remarkable their God is. He questioned Israel,
challenging them to answer
for themselves, because
they themselves knew what
THINK ABOUT IT
God was like. No other god
May we
has rescued a nation with
cling to Him,
because He is
such incredible power (Deut
our life (Deut
4:33–35). No other nation
30:20).
has heard God Himself
speak (4:32, 36).
God deserves complete obedience because of the
amazing things He has done. He chose Israel not
because of their value, but because of His great love
(4:37). He would fight to win an inheritance for them
(4:38; Eph 1:11). To sum up, God’s awe-inspiring actions toward Israel prove that He is the only God, the
only One able to give life and blessing, and the only
One worthy of obedience (Deut 4:39–40; Jude 1:25).
This message applies not just to Israel but to all
believers. In Christ, God has chosen them in love
before the world began in order to bless them beyond
imagination (Eph 1:3–6). This way of blessing comes by
faith, the kind of faith that produces obedience (Eph
2:8–10). May we delight in all of God’s commands,
because He is worthy, and because He blesses those
who live out the purpose of their redemption.
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LESSON 1

Lesson Outline

God blesses those who obey His commands.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Obey God because God blesses obedience (4:1–8).
Obey God because God spoke the commands Himself (4:9–14).
Obey God because God punishes disobedience (4:15–31).
Obey God because God deserves obedience (4:32–40).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Obey God’s law in order to be blessed
(4:1–8).
• Obey the law in order to live (4:1–4).
• Obey the law in order to be wise
(4:5–6).
• Obey the law in order to enjoy a
close relationship with God (4:7).
• Obey the law in order to be
righteous (4:8).

2. Do not forget God’s word by turning
to idols (4:9–31).
• Teach your children that God
Himself spoke the words with great
power (4:9–14).
• Guard yourself from worshiping
idols in the place of God (4:15–24).
• Be warned that God punishes those
who serve idols instead of God
(4:25–28).
• Seek God with all your heart
because He is compassionate (4:29–
31).
3. Be in awe of the Lawgiver, for there is
none like Him (4:32–40).
• He delivered you with great power
(4:33–35).
• He let you hear His own voice (4:32,
36).
• He loved and chose you (4:37).
• He won an inheritance for you
(4:38).
• He is the only God (4:39–40).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
God requires obedience • Deuteronomy 4:1–40

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did Moses tell the people of Israel to do?
He told them to listen carefully and obey God’s commands.
2.	What did Moses say would happen if they obeyed?
They would be blessed. They would live in the land happily.
3.	What did Moses say would happen if they disobeyed?
They would be punished, and many of them would even die.
4.	Does God deserve obedience?
Yes. Because He saved His people, they must obey Him.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. What are some reasons Moses told Israel to obey God’s commands?
Obedience would lead to life, blessing, wisdom, righteousness, and nearness to
God.
2. Can we be saved by our obedience?
No. We are saved by God’s grace, just like Israel was redeemed from Egypt by
God’s grace.
3. Is obedience necessary in order to live?
Yes. A person who does not obey shows that they do not belong to God.
4. What were the Israelites supposed to teach their children?
They were supposed to teach their children God’s word and the amazing experience at Mt Sinai. The way to have a relationship with God is through His word.
5. Did the Israelites see God at Mt Sinai?
No. They saw fire and thick, dark cloud, but they only heard His voice.
6. Why is idolatry so tempting?
Because it can be hard to trust in the invisible God, it can be tempting to use
images to try to worship God, or to forget God and focus only on the things of this
world.
7. What are some reasons to avoid idolatry?
Idolatry is rebellion against God, provokes His jealousy, and leads to punishment.
Also, idols promise more than they deliver, because they cannot save or bring
blessing.
8. What are some ways God’s word sets Christians apart from non-Christians?
God’s word leads to wisdom, righteousness, and a close relationship with God.
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LESSON 1

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HOUSEHOLD
COMMANDMENTS
Talk about rules parents have
at home. Ask the reason for a
particular rule. What happens
when you obey? Disobey? Show
that God’s commands, like rules
set by good parents, lead to
happiness.
MOSES SAYS
Play this game like “Simon Says.”
Have “Moses” give instructions
for the children by saying,
“Moses says....” If Moses does
not say, “Moses says” before
giving an instruction, the children
who follow the instruction have
“disobeyed” and are eliminated.

ILLUSTRATE

LIKE A TREE
Read Psalm 1. Bring in a small
potted plant and sawdust to
vividly picture the blessing of
obedience and the misery of
disobedience.
GOD’S GOODNESS
Who wants this piece of candy?
(Hold up some candy.) How
do we know that this candy is
good to eat? We know because
we have tasted candy before
and know that it is good. How
do we know that God is good?
We know that God is good
because He has been good
100 percent of the time in the
past. We’ve seen what God has
done in the past and what He
has promised in the future. If
God is perfect and has always
been good in the past, can we
trust Him to also be good in the
future?

APPLY

A LIGHT TO MY PATH
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, yellow
paper, regular paper, scissors,
and glue.
Directions: Pre-cut objects from
craft sheet. Pre-cut yellow paper into strips for light beams.
Pre-cut long strips (1 in wide)
of regular paper to serve as a
headband. In class, help students to fold the box template
into a box. Create a headlamp
by gluing the headband, verse,
and light beam strips onto the
box.

A Light to My Path
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
God requires obedience • Deuteronomy 4:1–40

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
Ask the children if they have ever
helped bake a cake. There are a lot
of ingredients that go into making
a cake, but if you were to eat salt,
vanilla extract, or oil by themselves
they would probably not taste
yummy. But if you don’t put them
into a cake, it will not taste the
way it should. Obedience is like
this. Sometimes we are asked to
do things that, by themselves,
don’t seem to make sense. But we
must be obedient and follow all
the directions that God and our
parents give us. In the end, we will
see that it was for our good.
OBEDIENCE, PART ONE
When your parents tell you to do
something, it is for your own good.
What are some things that your
parents tell you to do? Why do
your parents tell you these things?
Is it so that you won’t have fun?
No; your parents love you and
want what is best for you. God also
gives instructions that are for our
good. In today’s lesson, Israel will
be reminded to obey God in order
to enjoy His blessing.

ILLUSTRATE

MY INVISIBLE FRIEND
Choose a volunteer. Ask the
children, “Who is real, this volunteer or my invisible friend right
here named Fred?” My invisible
friend, Fred, is not real, but there
is an invisible person who is very
real—God. Explain that though it
might be hard to believe in God
because we cannot see Him, God
gave us His word to show that He
is real and to give us a way for us
to really know Him.
OBEDIENCE, PART TWO
Ask the children how we show our
parents that we love them. Tell
them that we show love by being
obedient when they ask us to do
something. If you are obedient to
your parents’ instructions, you are
telling them that you care about
what they say and that you love
them.

APPLY

MOTIVATION MOBILE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, four 12inch pieces of yarn, wire hanger,
scissors, hole puncher, crayons,
or other decorations.
Directions: Have students cut
out the square on the first
“Motivation Mobile” craft sheet.
Fold the square on the solid
line in the middle. Punch holes
where indicated. Complete the
sentence on the mobile sheets
and then color and decorate
the circles. Finally, cut out the
circles, punch holes in the tops,
and attach them to the mobile
using yarn.

Motivation Mobile
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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LESSON 1

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

GOING TO THE PROMISED
LAND
Divide the class into teams. Use
the lesson questions from previous lessons (Genesis–Numbers)
to review the events leading
up to Israel’s journey to the
Promised Land. At the end of the
game, emphasize that obedience
was required for the Israelites to
reach the Promised Land.

OBEDIENCE LAMP
Bring in a lamp. Show that
when it is not plugged in, the
light will not turn on no matter
how many times you turn the
switch. This shows that unless
you have been born again
(saved), no amount of obedience will make you righteous.
Then plug the lamp in while it is
still turned off. It is plugged in,
but you can’t tell by looking at
the light bulb. This shows that
a believer who is not obeying
will not enjoy God’s light or
blessing in His life. Finally, turn
the lamp on. This shows that a
believer who obeys on the basis of God’s redeeming power
enjoys His blessing, becomes a
blessing to others, and shines
with God’s glory.

GOD IS...
After teaching the lesson, ask
the children if they heard any
words that describe
God (attributes of His nature). If
the children cannot remember
any attributes, direct them
to begin reading through
Deuteronomy 4:24–40,
searching for adjectives or
the phrase “God is.” List these
attributes of God on the board
as the children find them in the
passage. They may need help
identifying attributes that are
not stated directly in the text,
such as faithfulness.

OTHER WAYS TO SAY “OBEY”
Ask the children if they can think
of other ways to say “obey.”
Direct them to think about words
their parents might use when
asking them to obey. Write their
ideas on the board. Explain that
Deuteronomy 4 uses five other
phrases to talk of obedience.
Read Deuteronomy 4 aloud
together as a class, and ask the
children to raise their hands
every time they hear another way
to say “obey”. Write these words
and verse numbers on the board.
Answers:
Observe (vv. 1, 6, 14)
Keep (vv. 2, 9, 40)
Act according to (v. 5)
Take heed (vv. 9, 15, 19, 23)
Perform (v. 13)

WHAT IS GOD FAMOUS FOR?
Have you ever seen a famous
person? What are some things
that people are famous for?
Some are famous for movies,
some are famous for sports,
some are famous for their leadership, and others are famous
for their money. What is God
famous for? God is famous
because of the obedience of
His people. The surrounding
nations knew who God was

God Is… Verse:
Worthy of fear and reverence (10)
A consuming fire (24)
Jealous (24)
Merciful (31)
Faithful (will not forsake you nor forget
the covenant) (31)
Unique (there is no other beside Him)
(35, 39)
Loving (37)
Mighty in power (37)
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LESSON 2
God calls Israel to love through obedience
DEUTERONOMY 6:4–9
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LESSON 2

Love the Lord by loving His Word.
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is
one. You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart” (Deut 6:4–6).

16

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. We must love God.
2. We must love God with all that we are.
3. Love for God comes by devotion to God’s
word.
4. We love because God, and God alone, first
loved us.
5. Love for God’s word means a life full of
God’s word.

1. State what the greatest commandment
is.
2. Explain what heart, soul, and might
show about true love for God.
3. Explain what it means to keep God’s
word in the heart.
4. Show how the command to love comes
after the truth that the LORD alone is
our God.
5. Describe the way God’s word should
be in our speech, thoughts, actions,
and home.
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STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Lesson Summary
Moses’ second speech to Israel before his death focused on God’s commandments.
But before explaining God’s commandments, Moses explained the motive and goal of
keeping God’s commandments: love for God. He urged the people to remember that the
LORD, and the LORD alone, was their God. In response to His love for them, they were
to love Him with all of their being. To do this, they needed to make God’s word the center
of their hearts and lives.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The only one who has ever perfectly fulfilled the law to love the LORD with heart, soul,
and might is Jesus Christ. All others have a divided heart—divided between love for self
and God. But Jesus supplies those who trust in Him with a new heart, allowing them to
love God as they should.

T WEEK
LAS

God requires
obedience
Deuteronomy 4:1–40

WEEK
THIS

God calls Israel to love
through obedience
Deuteronomy 6:4–9

T WEEK
NEX

God promises to
bless or curse
Deuteronomy 28:1–68

POSSESSION
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LESSON 2

Lesson Commentary
Love the Lord by loving His Word.

Before Moses died, and before Israel crossed the
Jordan into Canaan, they needed to be reminded of
God’s faithfulness and commands. After reviewing
the Ten Commandments (5:1–33), but before talking
about them, Moses summed up the very heart of all
God’s commands: Love the LORD your God (6:4–9).
Both Jews and Christians realize that this is the
greatest commandment. Orthodox Jews recite it each
morning and evening, and Jesus identified it as the
greatest commandment (Mark 12:29–31).
THINK ABOUT IT
The command
to love God,
along with the
command to love
your neighbor
as yourself, sum
up the entire law
(Matt 22:40)

Devotion to the
LORD alone (6:4)

This passage is called the
shema, which is Hebrew for
the first word, “hear” (Deut
6:4). Included in the idea of
hearing is obeying, just like
a parent, when he tells his
child to listen, means that
the child should also obey. So the command is to both
hear and obey. The one who listens obediently is wise,
on the path of life; the one who does not listen is a
fool, on the path to death (Prov 19:16). He who listens and obeys is like a house built on a rock, standing
firm in the storms of life (Matt 7:24–25). He who does
not truly listen, and disobeys, is like a house built on
sand, destroyed in the storms of life (Matt 7:26–27).
He who listens is like a tree planted by streams of
water, full of life even in drought and hardship (Ps
1:2–3). He who does not listen is like dead, dry chaff
that blows away in the wind (Ps 1:4).
Israel, and all believers with them, ought to listen to
the LORD because He is “our” God (Deut 6:4). The
LORD is not a God who is far away and does not care
about His people. He loves enough to choose them,
to save them, to care for them, to speak to them, and
to listen to their prayers. So obedience is not a way to
earn a spot as a child of God. Obedience is only true
obedience when it is a response of love to the God
who has redeemed (Eph 2:1–10). God made Israel

His own when He chose them and rescued them
from Egypt, and this was a picture of how God makes
believers His own by rescuing them from the kingdom
of darkness and transferring them into the kingdom of
the Son (Col 1:13). Because He owns us, we ought to
listen to Him.
Another reason why Israel was to listen to the LORD
is because the LORD is one. In other words, the LORD
alone is God (Zech 14:9; Isa 40:25; 42:8). This short
phrase, “The LORD is our God, the LORD alone” (Deut
6:4) is a cry of allegiance to love the LORD alone and
obey the LORD alone, since all other so-called gods
are not gods at all. The LORD alone delivers and
blesses, so the LORD deserves single-minded love and
obedience.

Devotion with all of your being (6:5)
Because God first loved us, we love Him (Deut 7:6–8;
1 John 4:19). Although our love includes emotion, love
is primarily a choice. Love is commanded (Deut 6:5),
showing that love is not something that just comes
and goes apart from our control. Love for God is loyalty,
a choice to actively live for God—fearing, serving, and
holding fast to God, obeying His commandments, and
keeping His word (7:9; 10:12; 11:13; 30:6, 20; John
15:10).
Three times our love for God is emphasized as
all-encompassing (Deut 6:5). First, we are to love Him
with all our heart. Today the heart usually represents
emotion. While emotion was included in the Hebrew
understanding of the heart, it primarily represented
the center of thought and understanding, as well as
the part of the body that makes decisions. So loving
God with all our heart means being loyal to Him in
the way we think, the way we feel, and the choices we
make.
Second, we are to love God with all our soul. The soul
stands for the immaterial part of a person, and is
often used to represent the entire person. So loving
God with all of our soul means loving Him with all our
energy, all our being, all of who we are as a person.
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Third, we are to love God with all our might. The word
for “might” means something like “still more,” or “very
much,” or “to the extreme.” It includes our physical
being, but it also includes all our possessions.
One who loves the Lord in this way unifies every aspect
of his life around one pursuit—love for God (Ps 27:4).
This person serves no other master. To him, the LORD
alone is God. the LORD is his life (Deut 30:20).

Devotion through the LORD’s word (6:6–9)
Since loving God involves obeying His commands, we
need to know what God has commanded. We can only
love God by knowing and doing God’s word, and the
one who loves God will also love God’s word, because
it shows him how to love God. So Moses focuses the
next four verses on fully embracing the word of God.
God’s word is to be on our
hearts—at the center of
our thoughts and desires
THINK ABOUT IT
(6:6). God’s word is not to
Loving God with
all of our might
be obeyed ignorantly or
means loving
legalistically, trusting in
Him with all of
obedience to earn God’s
our abilities and
favor, but with understandresources, and
doing this to the
ing and heartfelt desire.
fullest
Love for God needed to be
taught diligently from one generation to the next (6:7a).
“Teaching diligently” is like a workman using a hammer
and chisel to engrave a message on a slab of granite.
Teaching children to love God can be a long, tedious
process, requiring consistency and patience.

place, or the activity, God’s word comes spilling out of
his mouth (Josh 1:8).
Finally, Israel was to bind God’s word on their hands and
on their foreheads, and to
write it on their doorposts
and gates (Deut 6:8–9).
THINK ABOUT IT
What do your
Binding God’s word on
words show
the hand is a metaphor for
about your
always acting according to
own love for
God’s word, and binding it on
God?
the forehead is a metaphor
for always thinking according
to God’s word (Prov 6:20–21). Writing God’s word on
the doorposts is a metaphor for keeping God’s word as
the highest priority in the home, and writing it on the
city gates is a metaphor for keeping God’s word as the
characteristic of the entire community.
Like living water filling the heart, God’s word is to overflow from our hearts to our children’s. It is to pour out of
our mouths and flow out of our hearts. Unfortunately,
our hearts lack understanding and are deceitful (Deut
29:4; Jer 17:9), and rotten hearts produce deadly water
(Jas 3:12). Fortunately, God is gracious, not just giving
the law but also promising new hearts with His law
engraved upon it (Deut 30:6; Jer 31:33). This promise
comes true through Christ, when a believer’s old self dies
and Christ’s life comes into him (Gal 2:20). Then, when
the word of Christ dwells in us, it can pour out of us (Col
3:16). And in thankfulness to our one God who saved us,
we can love Him through faithful obedience (Col 3:17)
.

Since words reveal the heart (Matt 12:34), one who
loves God will be characterized by speaking God’s word
(Deut 6:7b). He talks of God’s word while sitting and
walking, lying down and rising, which means that he
talks of God’s word all the time. He talks of God’s word
inside the home and outside the home, meaning that he
talks of God’s word everywhere. No matter the time, the
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Lesson Outline

Love the Lord by loving His Word.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The LORD is the one and only God (6:4).
2. Love the LORD with all your heart, soul, and strength (6:5).
3. Love the LORD’s words (6:6–9).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Devotion to the LORD alone (6:4).
• The LORD must be heard (6:4a).
• The LORD is the God of His people
(6:4b).
• The LORD is the one and only God
(6:4c).
2. Devotion with all of your being (6:5).
• Love God with all your thoughts,
feelings, and choices (6:5a).
• Love God with all your being (6:5b).

• Love God with all your abilities and
resources—love Him to the full
(6:5c).
3. Devotion through the LORD’s word
(6:6–9).
• Set God’s word at the center of your
thoughts and desires (6:6).
• Teach God’s word to your children
(6:7a).
• Speak God’s word all the time and
everywhere (6:7b).
• Keep God’s word at the forefront of
every thought and action (6:8).
• Prioritize God’s word in your home
and community (6:9).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	How many Gods are there?
There is only one God, so we should live entirely for Him.
2.	What is the greatest commandment?
Love the LORD your God.
3.	How much should we love God?
Very much. With our whole self and all our energy.
4.	Where should we keep God’s word?
In our hearts, we understand God’s word, love God’s word, and obey God’s word.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. What is the first command Moses gave?
Hear. Moses told Israel to listen and obey.
2. What does it mean when Israel said that the LORD is “our” God?
It means that God had already chosen and redeemed them from Egypt. They were
to love and obey God not to earn God’s favor, but as a response of love to God’s
favor.
3. What does it mean that the LORD is one?
It means that He is the only God, and the one who deserves our undivided
devotion.
4. What does it mean to love God?
It means to fear, serve, and hold fast to God, obey His commandments, and keep
His word. Love for God is loyalty to God out of gratitude for God’s love for us.
5. How are we to love God?
With all our heart (understanding, feelings, and decisions), all our soul (all of who
we are as a person), and all our might (all of our abilities and resources to the
fullest).
6. Why does Moses talk about God’s word right after the command to love God?
Because we can only love God as we should if we are immersed in God’s word.
God’s word shows us how to love God and works in our hearts to help us love God.
7. What should parents do for the children?
They should teach God’s word to their children diligently.
8. What should our speech be like?
We should be talking about God’s word all the time, everywhere, in all sorts of
activities.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

FAMILY HEIRLOOM
Bring in a family heirloom and
display it to the class (pocket
watch, necklace, ring, etc.).
Explain that an heirloom is
something that an older family
member gives to a younger
family member so that it is
continually passed down
through the family from one
generation to another (like a
mother to a daughter or a father
to a son). Use this to introduce
God’s command for parents to
faithfully pass on His word to
their children.
ONE
As each child enters the classroom, stamp his hand with the
number “1.” Tell the children that
in today’s lesson, they will learn
that our God is one God.

ILLUSTRATE

CHEW ON IT
During the lesson pop a piece
of chewing gum in your mouth.
Ask the children how gum is
different from food (we don’t
swallow gum). Explain that we
continually chew on gum, sometimes chewing on the same piece
for hours. The gum is always on
the tip of our tongue. Tell the
children that this is how we are
to handle God’s word, the Bible.
We should always be “chewing”
on the Bible, thinking about it
all the time. There should never
come a time when we spit it out
or stop “chewing” on it. The Bible
should always be on the tip of our
tongue.

APPLY

GATE, DOORPOST, HOUSE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
and crayons.
Directions: Cut out the pattern
and memory verse along the
dark, solid line. Color the gate
and the door, and then turn the
paper over. Glue the memory
verse to the center of the house.
Finally, fold the door and the
gate in along the dotted line.

HEAR AND OBEY
Read Matthew 7:24–27 to
illustrate the difference between
hearing with obedience and
hearing without obedience.
Gate, Doorpost, House
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

LISTENING GAMES
In today’s lesson, we will study the
Bible passage called “the Great
Shema.” It is called this because it
begins with “Hear, O Israel.” Shema is
the Hebrew word for “hear.” Use these
listening games as you begin class.
Talk about the purpose of listening
and paying attention when someone
speaks.

FULL IMMERSION
Submerge a bulb syringe in a tank
of water. Explain that the syringe
represents us and the water
represents God’s word. Use this
to picture how we are supposed
to be completely immersed in
the word of God. Squeeze all the
air out of the syringe and suck
it completely full of water. Then
take the bulb syringe out of the
water and spray all the water out.
Explain that this shows that one
immersed in God’s word also talks
about it all the time (comes out
whenever his mouth is open).

Operator: Choose one child to whisper
a phrase or Bible verse to the child
sitting next to him. Have the last
child say the final phrase out loud
to see how well it matches the
original.
Tongue Twisters: Tell tongue twisters,
and have the children try to say
them back five times fast.
TREASURE WALK
Have a small group of children follow
directions to find a treasure. Give
specific directions to be followed,
such as “Start at the door, take ten
giant steps toward the poster of a
flower, turn left and walk to the wall,”
etc. Compare following the directions
to obeying and the reward to God’s
promises of blessing.

DIVIDED DEVOTION
Before class, open a can of your
favorite soda and pour half of it
out. During the lesson, find out if
other children also like this kind
of soda. Without showing the
can to the children, offer “your
favorite can of soda” to one of
the children. Give the child the
half full can of soda (pretend like
you drank half of it earlier) and
explain that this is what divided
devotion to God looks like. It is
lacking and repulsive.

APPLY

PHYLACTERIES
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
and glue.
Directions: Copy the phylactery
pattern onto heavy paper. Cut the
pattern along the solid lines and
fold on the dotted lines. Create
a small box, which should have
two sides with extending pieces.
Leave one end open, and insert
the four small pieces of paper
containing selected Scripture. The
box can then be attached to the
two long strips of paper to create
a headband. These phylacteries
serve as a symbol of our need to
keep Scripture at the forefront of
our minds at all times, to guide us
in all that we do.

Phylacteries
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

WHAT IS LOVE?
Ask the children to describe what
love is. Read a few secular (but
still age appropriate) definitions
of love. Explain that love is not
primarily a feeling but a choice to
sacrificially serve for the benefit
of another. Tell the children that
today we’re going to learn how to
demonstrate our love for God.
MIDDLE NAME
INTRODUCTIONS
Sit in a circle. Tell each child
to find out and remember the
middle name of the child on his
left. Then go around the circle
clockwise and ask each child to
say his own middle name and the
middle name of the person on his
left. After this, ask one child to
go around the circle, giving the
middle names of all the children.
Ask the children what they did
to remember the names. Did
they repeat them in their head?
Say them quietly to themselves?
Make an association? Use this
activity to demonstrate how we
must dwell upon God’s word in
order to understand it, remember
it, and obey it.

ILLUSTRATE

UNDIVIDED DEVOTION
Ask for a volunteer to dribble a
basketball. Allow the volunteer to
dribble. Then ask the volunteer to
dribble with the other hand. Then
without looking down. Finally
try dribbling a basketball and
soccer ball at the same time. Ask
the class what happened to the
volunteer’s ability to dribble the
basketball as distractions were
added (decreased). So too with
our love and devotion for God.
As distractions are added are
devotion decreases.
READ THE INSTRUCTIONS
Bring in different sets of instructions. Explain that reading the
instructions is often the last
thing people do when putting
something together. This usually results in frustration and
an incomplete product. Tell the
children that God has given us
instructions on how to love him—
the Bible! Explain that we can
only love God by knowing and
doing God’s word. This is why we
must speak of God’s word at all
times and in all places (Deut 6:7).

APPLY

ORIGAMI ORIENTATION
Materials: origami book with
instructions on how to fold
animals; pre-cut origami
squares for each child.
Directions: Divide the class into
equal groups (representing generations). Ask one child from
each group to go outside with
an adult, who will demonstrate
how to fold a simple origami
animal. Child 1 should go back
to a different group and ask
child 2 to come outside, where
he will pass on the instructions
from memory. Child 2 should
teach child 3, and so on. The
teaching process should continue until all the groups have
learned how to fold the origami
animal. Once all the groups are
finished, ask them to compare
the first origami animal to
the fifth. In most cases, some
changes or mistakes will have
occurred. Use this activity
to discuss how important it
is for parents to teach God’s
law to their children faithfully
and accurately so that many
generations later God’s truth
still is taught correctly.
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Obedience leads to happiness and
life, disobedience leads to sadness
and death.
“And all these blessings shall come upon you and
overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD
your God…. But if you will not obey the voice of
the LORD your God…then all these curses shall
come upon you and overtake you” (Deut 28:2, 15).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God blesses obedience.
2. God curses disobedience.
3. Blessing and cursing are the
natural results of obeying and
disobeying God.
4. God curses in order to restore.
5. Obedience is a product of
salvation.

1. List some of the good things God promised to
give to those who obeyed.
2. List some of the good things God promised to
take away from those who disobeyed.
3. Explain that disobedience is rejecting the God
of life, but obedience is holding onto the God
of life.
4. Explain the purpose of the curses.
5. Define true obedience as a response of
undivided devotion to God.
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Lesson Summary
Moses’ second speech to Israel before his own death focused on God’s commandments.
He began by explaining that love is the motive and goal of keeping God’s commandments. Now he concludes by showing the results of obedience and disobedience. Those
who obey will experience blessing in every aspect of life. Those who disobey will experience failure in every aspect of life. These are the natural results of either holding onto or
turning away from God, who is the only source of life.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Human hearts are naturally rebellious. Even though we know sin will make us miserable,
we choose to disobey. Because of our disobedience, we are under the curse of death.
But God sent Jesus to suffer the curse of death for us. If we belong to Him, we are set
free from the curse and cannot be condemned. Once we are set free, we enjoy the
blessings of Christ through obedience.

T WEEK
LAS

God calls Israel to love
through obedience
Deuteronomy 6:4–9

WEEK
THIS

God promises to
bless or curse
Deuteronomy 28:1–68

T WEEK
NEX

God calls Joshua to be
His servant
Joshua 1:1–9

POSSESSION
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Lesson Commentary

Obedience leads to happiness and life, disobedience leads to sadness and death.
As Moses prepared the Israelites to enter Canaan
without him, he urged them to respond to all God had
done for them by loving and trusting God as their ruler,
protector, and provider. So Moses began his second
sermon by showing that love and faith are the center
of obedience (Deut 6:4–6). Now Moses ends this
sermon by describing in vivid detail the blessings of
obedience and the horrors of disobedience (Deut 28).
Since God is the source of life and blessing, living His
way naturally leads to life and blessing, and rejecting
His way leads to death and cursing.

The principles of blessing and cursing
(28:1–2, 13–15, 20)
There are four principles that help to interpret the
blessings and curses. First, the LORD is the one who
blesses and curses (28:1, 20). Joy and grief are not due
to luck or fate or nature. Both good and bad are given
by the LORD who controls all things (Isa 45:7).
Second, the blessings and curses are given to those
who belong to God. God made Israel His own when
He purchased them out of slavery in Egypt, so Moses
called the LORD Israel’s God (Deut 28:1). While
many Israelites were not true believers, the nation
as a whole stood for those who belong to God. So
the blessings and curses urge obedience not to earn
salvation but to enjoy the benefits of belonging to God
(Gal 6:7–9).
Third, blessing comes when a person obeys God’s
commands by faith (Deut 28:1–2, 13–14). Happiness,
success, and good gifts from God are the natural result of
obeying God who is life (30:20). Since true obedience
is doing what God says because we love Him more than
anything (6:5), the goal must be God’s glory (Isa 43:7),
rather than the blessing.

28

Fourth, curses come upon the one who disobeys God
(Deut 28:15, 20). Sadness, failure, and trouble from
God are the natural result of disobedience. But even
the curses are for the good of God’s people, opening

the eyes of the disobedient person to the horribleness
of life without God. God curses in order to restore His
people to Himself (30:1–3; Hos 6:1–3).

The LORD blesses obedience (28:1–14)
Israel’s blessings were summed up in the promise that
Israel would become greater than all other nations
(Deut 28:1). God had chosen them to be His holy
nation (Exod 19:6), so if they obeyed, they would
enjoy the benefits of
being God’s nation. This
included power, leaderTHINK ABOUT IT
ship, and independence
The motive is love
among the nations
for God, and the
blessing is merely
(Deut 28:13). Israel’s
the result—although
national blessing will
sometimes even the
ultimately be fulfilled
blessing does not
when the Messiah,
immediately seem
like a blessing to us
Israel’s King, reigns
(Rom 8:28–29; Heb
supreme on earth and
12:11).
exalts Israel over all
nations (Zech 14:9–21).
But God’s blessings are not just about exalting the nation of Israel. They permeate every aspect of life, even
the most mundane like cooking dinner (Deut 28:3–6).
Obedience would lead to victory over enemies (28:7),
successful work (28:8), wealth, fruitfulness, and plenty
of rain (28:11–12).
Rain was especially important: whereas Egypt was
watered through man-made irrigation (11:10–12),
Canaan was entirely dependent on rain. The inhabitants of Canaan worshiped Baal, the false god they
thought brought rain, in hopes of motivating him to
send rain. But Moses warned Israel not to follow the
example of the Canaanites. He reminded them of the
necessity of following God’s words and worshiping
Him alone (28:14).
Israel’s obedience would also lead to spiritual blessings. They would be established as God’s holy people
(28:9), and their good reputation would bring glory,
honor, and praise to God (28:10). One day this will
come true when many nations come to the Jews in
order to meet their God (Zech 8:23).
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Although some aspects of
these blessings relate only
THINK ABOUT IT
to Israel as God’s nation,
Like Israel, when
many of the same princibelievers obey,
ples apply to believers in
their light shines
general. While success on
so that others
glorify God (Matt 5:16).
earth is not guaranteed, it is
a common blessing to those
who are committed to the
Lord (Prov 16:3). And the spiritual blessings of holiness
(1 John 1:7), closeness to God (John 15:10), and heavenly
reward (Eph 6:8) surely come to those who obey by faith.

The LORD curses disobedience (28:15–68)
Disobedience produces the opposite of blessing.
Disobedience is rejecting God and not doing what He says
(Deut 28:20). It is living without thought of God. If Israel
abandoned God, their success would turn to failure in
every aspect of life (28:16–19). Health would turn to
disease, rain to dust, and victory to defeat (28:21–27).
They would lose everything: physical sight, spiritual
sight, possessions, children, and food (28:28–32). In the
end, they would lose the land and the great name that
were at the center of God’s promise (28:36; Gen 12:1–3).
Moses goes into greater detail describing the curses in
order to make his warning more powerful. All Israel’s
efforts would be undone (Deut 28:38–41). They would
decline, going from leadership to servitude (28:42–44).
The blessing of serving the Lord would be replaced with
the misery of serving their enemies (28:47–48).

These curses are horrible. They show the utter foolishness of turning away from the God of life. They show
that God does not take sin lightly (Ps 5:5), and neither
should we. Sin, even sin that seems small to us, is in fact
rebellion against the holy God who is our only source of
life and happiness. That is why the wages of sin is death
(Rom 6:23).
But in these curses there is yet hope. A few Israelites
would always survive, and one day this small remnant
will repent, returning to Him with all their heart (Deut
30:1–2). They will be forgiven, restored, and given new
hearts so that they will truly live (30:3–6; Rom 11). They
will be like dry, cracked ground rejuvenated by gentle
rains (Hos 6:3).
The principles of the curses apply to all believers. When
we lose sight of our redemption in Christ, we begin living
as if we were slaves of sin again (Gal 5:7, 19–20), creating
needless trouble (Prov 13:21; Jas 4:1–3) and missing
out on the benefits of God’s presence (Isa 59:2). Not all
suffering is the result of our sin (Job 1:1), but if it is, we
must repent quickly, for those who never turn from their
sin do not belong to God at all (Gal 5:21).
We are left with the same choice as Israel: “I have set
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore
choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving
the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to
him, for he is your life” (Deut 30:19–20).

By their disobedience they would lose every benefit
of their redemption from Egypt. The plagues that had
delivered them from Egypt would now afflict them
(28:58–62). God had made them grow numerous, but
now He would make them few again (28:63). They were
saved from idols to worship the living God, but now they
would go back to lifeless idols (28:64). They had inherited a good land, but now they would have no land and
no rest, no security or joy at all (28:65–67). Finally, they
would return as worthless slaves to Egypt (26:68).
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Lesson Outline

Obedience leads to happiness and life, disobedience leads to sadness and death.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God makes us happy when we obey (28:1–14).
2. God makes us sad when we do not obey (28:15–68).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The principles of blessing and
2. The LORD blesses obedience (28:1–14).
cursing (28:1–2, 13–15; 20).
• Happiness in all of life (28:3–6).
• God is the one who gives both
• Victory over enemies (28:7).
blessing and cursing (28:1, 20).
• Successful labor (28:8).
• Blessing and curses teach God’s
• Holiness, honor, and glory to God (28:9–
people how to enjoy belonging to
10).
God (28:1).
• Many children who are a blessing (28:11).
• Faithful obedience brings blessing
• Wealth, rain, and fruitful land (28:11–12).
because God is life (28:1–2, 13–14;
• Power, independence, and progress
30:20).
(28:13).
• Forgetful disobedience brings
3. The LORD curses disobedience (28:15–68).
curses designed to restore people
• Failure in all of life (28:16–19).
to God (28:15, 20; 30:1–3).
• Disease, drought, and defeat (28:21–27).
• Loss of sight, reason, family, wealth,
health, land, relationship with God, and
honor (28:28–37).
• Fruitless labor, decline, dependence
(28:38–44).
• Deadly siege and depravity (28:47–57).
• Sick, small, scattered, enslaved (28:58–
68).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What does God bless?
God blesses obedience.
2.	What does God curse?
God curses disobedience.
3.	What does blessing mean?
Blessing means happiness, success, and good things.
4.	What does cursing mean?
Cursing means sadness, failure, and bad things.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What result can we expect if we respond to God with obedience?
We can expect blessing: joy and peace in our hearts, and often good things in life.
2.	What result can we expect if we reject God in disobedience?
We can expect cursing: unhappiness, insecurity, and often bad things in life.
3.	What are some ways God promised to bless Israel’s obedience?
He promised to give them many children, rain, lots of animals and food, victory in battle,
independence, wealth, good land, honor, holiness, and closeness to God.
4.	What are some ways God promised to curse Israel’s disobedience?
He promised to take away their children, animals, and food; make them sick; send dry
dust instead of rain; cause them to be defeated by their enemies; drive them out of their
land; kill most of them; and ruin their reputation.
5.	Which life is easier, the life of obedience or the life of disobedience?
The life of obedience is easier. Even though it can be hard to obey, it is better than the
misery of the cursed life.
6.	Does God bless obedience and curse disobedience today?
Yes. When we obey, we grow in holiness, enjoy God’s presence, and look forward to
eternal reward in heaven. When we disobey, we stop enjoying God’s presence, and if we
never repent, we will not go to heaven at all.
7.	So is obedience just about making God do good things for us?
No. We cannot make God do anything. If that is our goal, then we are not obeying,
because obedience means wanting God and His glory most.
8.	What is God’s reason for blessing and cursing?
He blesses to show His goodness to His people. He curses to restore His people to
Himself.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

LOVE GOD AND KEEP HIS
COMMANDMENTS
This game is a variation of
“Mother may I?” Instead of
saying, “Mother may I?” when
a command is given, have the
child say, “Love God and keep
His commandments.” Pull a
command out of a bag and read
it. If the child remembers to say,
“Love God and keep His commandments,” he gets to move
one step closer to the Promised
Land. If he forgets, he must go
back to the starting line.
Ideas for commands: Take one giant jump
over Jordan’s bank or two small jumps
over Moab’s rocks; spin or turn like the
wind; take 10 little steps, a fast step,
or Joshua’s giant step; donkey trot two
steps.

THE SILENT GAME
Set the children in small groups
at tables. Give them PlayDoh,
but tell them they can play with
it only if they are quiet. If they
are not quiet, then you will take
it away. After play time, talk
about what happened and how
it relates to today’s lesson on
God’s promises, Israel’s choice
to obey or disobey, and God’s
blessings and curses on Israel.

32

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT IS DISOBEDIENCE?
Ask the children to tell you what
disobedience is. Answers may
include: lying, cheating, stealing,
etc. Pointing to different parts
of the body (mouth, ears, eyes,
hands, and feet) identify some
common ways children sin.
Explain that disobedience is sin.
It is doing something that you
were told not to do or not doing
something that you were told to
do. Explain that God told Israel
to obey His instructions, but they
chose to do what they wanted
and disobeyed God.
BLESSINGS AND CURSES
To illustrate the blessings and
curses on the land, bring in two
plants. The first should be a very
healthy plant that has been watered and well taken care of. The
second plant should be wilting
and discolored, dying because of
lack of water. Talk about why rain
was so important for the land and
the children of Israel.

APPLY

BLESSINGS AND CURSES
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, green and
brown paper, glue, stickers, and
other decorations.
Directions: The B represents the
blessings God promised Israel
if they were obedient to His
commands. The C represents
the curses God promised Israel
if they disobeyed. Have the
students glue green pieces of
paper to the letter B and brown
pieces of paper to the letter C.
Then have them decorate the
letters further with elements
representing the blessings or
curses. For example, for the B
add people, cows, fruits and
vegetables, rain, and rainbows.
For the B add twigs, brown grass,
and sand.

Blessings and Curses
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHICH ONE?
As the children which one they
would choose (right hand for
the first option, left hand for the
second). Good food or no food?
Drinking clear, fresh water, or
pouring dry dust into your mouth?
Enjoying your family or losing all
your family? Being healthy or being
very sick? Having success all the
time or failing at everything? Being
loved and honored by others,
or being rejected by everyone?
Holiness or wickedness? Belonging
to God or being abandoned by
God? Happiness or sadness? Life or
death? It seems obvious, but what is
amazing is that we often purposely
choose the bad things through
disobedience.

NO WATER, NO LIFE
Bring in a wilting flower. Ask why
it is wilting. Explain that it is wilting
because it is not connected to
water, its source of life. When we
disobey God’s commands, we are
rejecting God. We suffer because
we have disconnected ourselves
from our source of life.

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
Bring in a simple object for the children to assemble by following the
directions. Explain to the children
that God also has plans for our lives.
In order for our lives to be pleasing
to God we must obey His directions,
found in the Bible.

APPLY

NO SEED, NO FRUIT
Bring apples and apple seeds to
class. Hold up an apple seed and
ask the class what it produces (an
apple tree). Then ask the children
what and apple tree produces
(apples). You might consider giving
each child an apple (check with
parents before class for permission).
Explain that without the seed there
is no fruit. This helps us understand
the relationship between salvation
and obedience. Without salvation
(seed) there is no obedience (fruit).
Obedience is the fruit of salvation;
it can never produce salvation.

BLESSING AND CURSES CARD
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: White cardstock, 2 craft
sheets, 3x5-inch pieces of green
and brown construction paper,
stickers or other decorations,
glue, scissors, and crayons.
Directions: Fold a sheet of
cardstock into a tri-fold card.
On the left-hand cover, glue the
heart and Bible verse from the
first “Blessings and Curses” craft
page. Color the heart red. On
the left-hand inside of the card,
glue a pop-up of green hills and
the additional information about
blessings. Decorate the inside
center of the card. On the righthand cover of the card, glue the
heart and Bible verse from the
second craft page. Color the heart
black. On the right-hand inside of
the card, glue a pop-up of brown
hills and the additional information about curses.

Blessing and Curses Card
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

HAPPINESS THROUGH
OBEDIENCE
Lead the class in a discussion
about the disastrous consequences of an unrestricted
pursuit of sinful desires. Explain
that this is the kind of life promoted by the world. It promises
happiness but yields horrible destruction and despair. Happiness
and true joy are actually found in
the pursuit of God’s law. Tell the
class that in today’s lesson we’re
going to see how obedience, not
disobedience, leads to true joy
(blessing).
REAP WHAT YOU SOW
Bring in different types of seeds
and their corresponding fruit or
vegetable. Place these on a table
(in no particular order) before
the lesson and ask the children
to match up the seeds with
their fruit. Use this activity to
illustrate the main idea of today’s
lesson: You reap what you sow.
Obedience leads to blessing and
disobedience leads to cursing.

ILLUSTRATE

VENDING MACHINE
You put in the right amount of
money, push the right buttons,
and what you want comes out
(usually). Is that how God’s blessings work? No. Obedience is not
just doing the right things to get
what we want. It is about loving
God so much we do what He
wants. We can expect blessing
when we do that, but the blessing
is not our goal or idol. Our goal
is to please God and display His
character to others.
WHY CURSES?
The story of the Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:11–24) illustrates the
purpose of curses—to restore a
wayward sinner. Read this story,
pointing out how God used disappointment, discouragement, and
great need to drive the younger
son back home to his father.

APPLY

INSANITY
Ask the children to give a
definition of insanity. Explain
that it is doing the same thing
over and over and expecting
different results. Ask the children if they are going through
the same pattern of disobedience and hoping that maybe
next time it will make them
happy. Tell the children that
the solution is to quit pursuing
the sinful desire and to submit
every desire to what God has
declared in His word, the Bible.
Only through obedience will
they find true happiness.
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LESSON 4
God calls Joshua to be His servant
JOSHUA 1:1–9
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LESSON 4

Servants of the Lord courageously
trust in God and love His Word.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go” (Josh 1:9).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Christians must be strong and
courageous.
2. God gives good promises.
3. God is with His people.
4. Christians must meditate on and
obey God’s Word.
5. Jesus is the great servant of the
LORD who leads Christians into
heaven.

1. State that God called Joshua to be strong
and courageous.
2. Explain that Joshua could be courageous by
trusting in God’s promises.
3. Explain that Joshua could be courageous by
trusting in God’s presence.
4. Explain that Joshua’s success depended on
meditating on and obeying God’s Word.
5. Compare Jesus to Joshua.
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Lesson Summary
Now that Moses was dead, Israel desperately needed a new leader. God chose Joshua,
a man who had proven to be a faithful leader as Moses’ assistant for nearly 40 years.
But no man is capable of carrying out his God-given mission by his own strength. So
God strengthened Joshua in three ways: He confirmed His promise about the land, He
promised His presence with Joshua, and He commanded Joshua to meditate on God’s
law and obey it. By trusting God, Joshua could have courage to face any enemy who
came against him.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Joshua and Jesus share the same name: “The LORD is salvation,” but Jesus is actually the
LORD Himself, not just a human being used by the LORD. He is the chosen servant whom
the Father was pleased to crush. He thought carefully about God’s law and sought to obey
it, exhibiting strength and courage in the face of much greater difficulty. Jesus is the great
and final leader of God’s people, leading them into a heavenly land that lasts forever. As
the people confidently followed Joshua to victory, we may with much greater confidence
follow Jesus our Lord and Savior.

T WEEK
LAS

God promises to
bless or curse
Deuteronomy 28:1–68

WEEK
THIS

God calls Joshua to be
His servant
Joshua 1:1–9

T WEEK
NEX

God approves
Rahab’s faith
Joshua 2:1–24
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Lesson Commentary

Servants of the Lord courageously trust in
God and love His Word.
God’s covenant to Abraham included making him a
great nation set apart for Himself (Gen 12:2; 17:1;
18:19; 22:17) and blessing all nations through his
descendant (Gen 12:3; 22:18). But as Israel was now
about to enter the land, the most obvious aspect
of the covenant was the promise that Abraham’s
descendants would possess the land from the river
of Egypt to the Euphrates (Gen 12:7; 15:18–21; Josh
1:5). Would this promise come true, especially now
that Moses had died? As the book of Joshua begins,
God affirms His promise by selecting a new leader,
promising His presence, and instructing the new
leader on how to achieve success.

God called Joshua to be His servant
(1:1–2)
After 40 years of faithfully leading God’s people, Moses
was dead (Josh 1:1). Up to this point in Scripture, he
is the only man called “the servant of the LORD.” He
enjoyed an incredible relationship with God, even
speaking with God plainly (Num 12:1–8). He had given
Israel God’s law, authored the first five books of our
Bibles, and by his intercession rescued Israel from utter
destruction (32:9–14, 30). Now that he was dead, Israel
was leaderless. But God was not dead. Great leaders
die, but God remains, and He is able to raise up new
leaders.
In this case, God chose Joshua to be the next leader
of His people (Josh 1:2). Joshua was a proven leader
already. He had been Moses’ assistant since the
crossing of the Red Sea nearly 40 years ago. He had
led Israel’s army to numerous victories, as in the battle
against the Amalekites (Exod 17:8–16). He had been
one of only two faithful spies (Num 14:26). Moses even
changed his name from Hoshea, which means “salvation,” to Joshua, which means “The LORD is salvation,”
a reminder to Joshua of where salvation comes from
(Num 13:16). So Joshua had proven himself faithful in
lesser roles before God called him to greater leadership (Matt 25:23).

Joshua was an experienced leader and was already
recognized as Moses’ successor (Num 27:18–23), but
this was still an intimidating call. How was he to lead
over 2 million people across a river into hostile land?
How was he to provide spiritual leadership to a nation
known for its stubborn grumbling? How was he to
defeat all the inhabitants of Canaan?

God confirmed His promises to Joshua
(1:3–5)
God encouraged Joshua, first, by confirming His
promise about the land. What God said to Moses still
held true (Josh 1:3), and Joshua could be encouraged
by realizing that this land was ultimately a gift from
God, not something that in the end depended on him
(1:2). God would be the one to give the victory (1:5).
How encouraging it must have been to hear God say,
“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days
of your life.” Yet believers today are the recipients of
an even greater promise. .
Although God conTHINK ABOUT IT
firmed His promise as
Paul declares
certain, Joshua and
that no one can
the nation of Israel
stand against
had to act in order
those who are in
Christ (Rom 8:31,
to experience the
35). Those who are
promise. They had to
in Christ are more
cross the Jordan (Josh
than conquerors
1:2). They had to enter
(8:37). God will
most assuredly bring
into all the land (1:3).
our salvation to
While Joshua led Israel
completion.
courageously into
Canaan, the conquest
was not completed in his days (13:13; 15:63; 16:10;
17:12–16; 18:3), nor has Israel ever possessed all
the land that was promised (1:4). Joshua could say at
the end of His life that all God’s promises came true
(21:45), not because the land was fully possessed,
but because God had proved His faithfulness. He
had fought their battles for them and given them all
the land that they had been faithful to enter.
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The LORD also encouraged Joshua by promising to
be with Him (Josh 1:5).
Not only that, but God
promised to be with him
THINK ABOUT IT
just like He was with
Jesus is also with
all believers
Moses. God made this
forever (Matt
same promise to Moses
28:20). He will
when Moses was so afraid
never leave
he tried to reject God’s call
us or forsake
us, so we need
(Exod 3:14–15). But God
not fear (Heb
was with Moses, working
13:5–6).
miracles through him,
speaking to Moses as one
friend to another, and giving Moses grace to lovingly
lead a people that were often hard to love. So He
would also be with Joshua.

God commanded Joshua to be strong
(1:6–9)
So God’s word, His promises, becomes the foundation
of Joshua’s strength. This command is repeated three
times here as it was also repeated three times at the
end of Deuteronomy (31:6, 7, 23). Joshua, Israel, and all
believers need to be reminded often to be strong and
courageous (Matt 14:27). He was to face danger without
fear, not confident in himself, but in God—in God’s promises, presence, and protection.
This confidence comes from being saturated with God’s
word. The commands to be strong and courageous
surround two commands to love and obey God’s law
(1:7b–8). Moses had written the Pentateuch—the
first five books of the Bible—and now Joshua was to
obey them carefully, without turning to the right or to
the left (1:7; Deut 2:27; 17:11; 28:14). If he would do
this, he would have success in his calling. So it is for all
believers: God’s Word is like a straight path, and those
who walk in it are happy (Ps 119:1).

over God’s words, thinking through them, lingering over
them, praying them, and speaking them to oneself. The
law is not to depart from Joshua’s mouth—as if every
time Joshua opens his mouth, God’s law is the first
thing to come out. Success in God’s mission comes
from commitment to His word.
Finally, God again commanded Joshua not to fear,
promising again to be with him wherever he went
(Josh 1:9). In the end, it
would be God who granted
Joshua success. God would
THINK ABOUT IT
be with Joshua to enable
Soaking up
God’s word
him to obey His law, and
leads to
God would be with Joshua
obedience,
to bless him with success.
but neglecting
Joshua need not fear his
God’s word
leads to
own weakness, Israel’s
disobedience
rebelliousness, nor Canaan’s
(Jas 1:23–25).
armies. Joshua need only
This command
trust God.
and promise
applies to all
believers (Ps
Likewise, all believers can
1:1–3).
be confident in the victory
God provides through
Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:57). In fact, “Jesus” is the same
name as “Joshua.” Joshua faithfully, yet imperfectly,
led Israel into the Promised Land (Heb 4:8). But Jesus
both faithfully and perfectly leads believers into their
eternal home (John 14:3). He is the LORD’s servant
(Isa 42:1) and our great captain (2 Pet 3:18). He was
strong and courageous in the face of the worst terror
(Ps 22:1–21). He meditated on God’s word and did not
let it depart from His mouth (Matt 4:1–11). Following
His lead and meditating on His word, believers can be
strong and courageous servants of the LORD, fearing
no man.

God emphasizes the command again, but this time He
adds the command to meditate on the law day and
night (1:8). Meditation literally is mumbling; it is mulling
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LESSON 4

Lesson Outline

Servants of the Lord courageously trust in God and love His Word.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

God chose Joshua to lead Israel (1:1–2).
God promised to be with Joshua (1:3–5).
God told Joshua to be strong and courageous (1:6, 9).
God told Joshua to read the Bible and obey it (1:7–8).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God called Joshua to be His servant 2. God confirmed His promises to Joshua (1:3–
(1:1–2).
5).
• God’s servant Moses was dead
• God promised to give them all the land that
(1:1–2a).
they entered (1:3–4).
• God told Joshua to lead Israel into
• God promised victory (1:5a).
the promised land (1:2).
• God promised always to be with Joshua
(1:5b).
3. God commanded Joshua to be strong (1:6–9).
• God commanded Joshua to be strong and
very courageous (1:6–7a).
• God commanded Joshua to love and obey
God’s law (1:7b–8).
• God commanded Joshua not to be afraid
(1:9).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who did God choose to lead Israel into the promised land?
God chose Joshua.
2.	What did God tell Joshua to be?
“Be strong and courageous.”
3.	What reasons did God give to help Joshua be strong and courageous?
God promised to be with Joshua and to give Joshua success.
4.	Joshua was supposed to meditate on and obey something. What was it?
Joshua was supposed to meditate on God’s word and do it.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Who died just before Israel entered the promised land?
Moses died, after leading Israel for 40 years.
2.	What does the name Joshua mean?
Joshua means “The LORD is salvation.”
3.	What was Joshua’s mission?
Joshua’s mission was to lead Israel across the Jordan, drive out the Canaanites, and take
possession of the land.
4.	What did Israel need to do in order to enjoy God’s promise about the land?
Israel needed to enter the land—wherever they entered, God would give victory. But if
they did not enter certain parts, they would not possess that land.
5.	What was special about the way God promised to be with Joshua?
God promised to be with Joshua just like He had been with Moses.
6.	What does it mean to meditate on God’s Word?
It means to “mumble” it: to think about it, talk about it to yourself, and pray it.
7.	What would happen if Joshua obeyed God’s law?
Joshua would have great success.
8.	What was Joshua’s courage supposed to be like?
His courage was not self-confidence. His courage was supposed to be in the LORD: in
His promises, in His presence, and in His Word.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

FOOTPRINTS
Choose one of the ideas below
to illustrate Joshua 1:3—“Every
place that the sole of your foot
will tread upon I have given you,
as I said to Moses.”
Classroom Footprints:
Cut out large footprints from
colorful paper and tape them
around the room, on floors,
and walls. Later, have each
child choose a footprint to
decorate with stickers or “land”
decor such as grass, dirt, sticks,
flowers. Then, have them glue
on the Bible verse.
Hopping Path:
Place footprints around the
floor, and have children hop
or follow the footprints into
the classroom, perhaps finding
treasure or going to various
tables or activities for the day.
CHOOSING THE NEXT LEADER
Play a group game that requires
a leader, such as “Follow the
Leader” or “Simon Says.” Have
one child be the leader and
then choose the next leader by
performing a small ceremony.
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

RIGHT, LEFT, OR STRAIGHT
AHEAD
Begin by making sure that all
children know the difference
between their right and left hands.
Read Joshua 1:7 out loud, and
discuss how it describes not turning
to the right or the left. Explain that
this meant that Israel was not to
do anything except what God had
commanded them. They were not to
turn to the right or left, going their
own way. Use paper or tape to create a narrow path for the children to
walk on. Tell them they must follow
the path and not step off it. Then
have another teacher tempt them
to come off the path with a treat
or some other incentive. Explain
that when we go our own way and
choose to disobey His instructions,
we turn to the right or left.

DRESS-UP SOLDIER
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
crayons, scissors, and glue.
Directions: Pre-cut soldier outfit
pieces. Have children color the
soldier outfit pieces and then
glue the pieces to a sheet of
cardstock. Talk about the Bible
verse, and explain that God’s
soldier needs the Bible as his
sword.

TEACHER TRANSITION
Have one teacher start the lesson
time by teaching about Moses.
When it’s time to transition to
Joshua’s leadership, have a different
teacher come to teach the rest of
the lesson. You also could discuss
what happened and how, at other
times, teachers or leaders have
changed.
Dress-Up Soldier
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

MEDAL OF HONOR DISCUSSION
Bring to class some war medals
and explain what they are and why
they are given. Better yet, invite a
veteran to come in and talk about
his medals. Talk about times when
children have been strong and
courageous for doing the right
thing, obeying God.

CHEW ON IT
Have the children demonstrate
how we can care for others by
leading a blindfolded person
around the room, taking care to
protect him from tripping or injury.
This will show the children how to
show love to others and how they
can “keep” their brother.

COURAGEOUS
Ask the children what things make
them afraid. What do they do when
they are afraid? Who helps them to
stop being afraid? There were lots
of things that may have frightened
Joshua. There were enemies
without (Canaanites) and hardships
within (leading the often stubborn
and rebellious nation of Israel).
Joshua may have even wondered
at his own ability to carry out the
massive job before him. But God
promised to be with Him and told
him how to have success. God’s
promises and presence removed
fear and provided confidence and
courage. If God is on our side, there
is nothing we have to be afraid of.

LIKE OUR SHADOW
God encouraged Joshua by promising to be with Him (Josh 1:5).
No matter where Joshua went,
He could be courageous because
of the knowledge that God would
always be with him. Our shadows
help us to picture how God’s
presence will always be with us.
We can never outrun or hide from
our shadow and, even though there
are times when we can’t see our
shadow, we can be certain that it is
still with us.

APPLY

THE CALL TO BE A SERVANT
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
glue, crayons, yarn, and brads.
Directions: Students should cut
out the box with the phone base,
phone dial, and verse from the
second page and then glue the
phone base to the back of the
phone handset page. Then they
should use a brad to attach the
dial to the phone base. Have the
students glue the verse at the top
of the page. They should fold the
handset down so that it rests on
the phone base. Last, they should
use yarn to attach the handset to
the base, leaving enough room to
open the flap.

The Call to Be a Servant
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

WHO’S STRONG AND
COURAGEOUS?
Ask the children who they think
is the strongest person and who
is the most courageous person.
Ask them why they think that
person deserves to have that
title. Explain that in today’s
Bible lesson, we are going to
learn about a person who was
“strong and courageous,” but
not because of his muscles or
his bravery. He was courageous
because of his confident trust in
God’s presence.
TRUE SUCCESS?
Ask the children what they need
to do in order to have success
in life. Tell them that in today’s
lesson, God tells Joshua what he
must do in order to have success:
“This book of the law shall not
depart from your mouth, but
you shall meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful
to do according to all that is
written in it; for then you will
make your way prosperous, and
then you will have success” (Josh.
1:8). According to this verse,
what must we do in order to
have success?

ILLUSTRATE

ALWAYS WITH YOU
When you were a baby, did you
have something you liked to keep
with you all the time? A blanket? A
stuffed animal? A pacifier (binky)?
Talk about a child you know that
had to carry around his _____________
everywhere he went. Explain that
he did this because its presence
him made him feel safe (even
though this item did nothing to
help him). But he couldn’t bring
it with him everywhere, and he
eventual outgrew it. However,
there is one person who is always
with us—God. His presence gives
us courage and provides us with
real safety.

APPLY

JOSHUA’S RÉSUMÉ
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Lead the class in discovering
how God had prepared Joshua to
be leader of Israel by filling out
the résumé worksheet. You may
need to discuss the purpose of
a résumé. Direct the children to
look up the verses beneath each
category and write notes about
Joshua’s life before he was called
to be God’s special servant to
Israel.

THE MISSION FIELD
Find out about a missionary from
your church (or have one come to
class). Discuss with the children
how this individual has courageously served God by trusting
in His promises and presence in
hostile environments around the
world. Explain that not all countries allow their people to practice
any religion they choose and that
the penalty for sharing the gospel
can be death for those who do not
obey their laws.
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LESSON 5

God saves those who have true
faith in Him.
“And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and
there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for
the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above
and on the earth beneath” (Josh 2:11).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God saves those who have true faith.
2. True faith is a right response to
knowledge of God.
3. True faith produces actions that
honor God.
4. True faith comes to God for mercy.
5. God accepts believers on the basis of
their faith.

1. List the good things that would happen
to Rahab because of her faith.
2. List two truths that Rahab spoke about
God, and describe her response.
3. Describe how Rahab risked her life to
rescue the spies.
4. Explain Rahab’s request.
5. Explain why Rahab is a hero of the Bible
even though she sinned by lying.
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Lesson Summary
After encouraging Joshua with His words (Josh 1:2–9), God encouraged Joshua with
the report brought back by the two spies sent to scout out Jericho: the hearts of the
Canaanites had melted with fear (2:23–24). God was already winning the battle by taking
away the courage of Joshua’s enemies. So as Israel heard this book shortly after Joshua’s
death, the message was clear: God is trustworthy to save. He gives grace to those who
come to Him (Rahab), and He gives victory over all enemies (Jericho).

Spotlight on the Gospel
By God’s grace, the Messiah was one of Rahab’s descendants (Matt 1:5). Because of
Rahab’s faith, the Messiah would one day be born and offer salvation to all. But this
salvation comes only to those who have faith like Rahab’s—faith that is rooted in clear
knowledge of God, devoted to God alone, coming to God for mercy, producing actions
that honor God, and reaching out to others to bring them to salvation as well.

T WEEK
LAS

God calls Joshua to be
His servant
Joshua 1:1–9

WEEK
THIS

God approves
Rahab’s faith
Joshua 2:1–24

T WEEK
NEX

God reveals His might
at the Jordan
Joshua 3:1–5:1

POSSESSION
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LESSON 5

Lesson Commentary

God saves those who have true faith in
Him.
The book of Joshua was written to the Israelites at
about the time of Joshua’s death. It was written to
encourage them to stay faithful to God and finish the
conquest even without Joshua’s leadership. So God’s
words to encourage Joshua (1:1–9) were recorded to
encourage Israel as well. In the same way, the story of
Rahab encouraged Joshua, but it was also recorded to
encourage Israel.

THINK ABOUT IT
This story
encourages
courageous faith
because Rahab
shows what true
faith looks like
and confirms
that God is worth
trusting

Rahab protected the
spies (2:1–7)

Before crossing the Jordan,
Joshua secretly sent two
spies to scout out Jericho
(Josh 2:1). He trusted God’s
promise of victory (1:5–6),
but he also knew that God
may win the victory by
means of Joshua’s military
efforts. He knew that
God’s sovereignty does not excuse man from his
responsibility. Joshua wisely sent spies ahead to
gain information that could make his attack more
successful. He also wisely kept the mission secret, so
that a bad report would not lead to rebellion as it did
at Kadesh-Barnea (Num 13–14).
The two spies traveled to Jericho and chose to
stay with Rahab, a sinful woman (Josh 2:2). The
spies were not being sinful. They were being smart,
because staying at her house wouldn’t attract a lot of
attention, allowing them to avoid detection. From her
busy home they would also have been able to gather
valuable information, and since it was on the wall,
they could flee the city quickly if needed.
Unfortunately, they were detected and the king of
Jericho was informed (2:3). The lives of the spies
were in the hands of an immoral Canaanite woman.
Fortunately, when the king’s soldiers arrived, she hid
the spies and lied to protect them (2:4–7). She put

her own life on the line, committing treason against
her own king for the sake of total strangers. Why
would she do this? And was it ok for her to lie?

Rahab’s actions were motivated by her
faith (2:8–16)
Rahab explained her reason for taking the side of the
Israelites. She had heard of God’s mighty deeds. She
knew that God had given Israel the land (2:9). When
He led them across the Red Sea, God had made Israel
His own people (2:10). When He defeated Sihon and
Og, two kings on the east side of the Jordan (2:10),
He proved that He would fight for Israel and defeat
Israel’s enemies. All Canaan had heard, and their
hearts melted (2:11), just as predicted when Israel
crossed the Red Sea (Exod 15:15–16). Although there
may have been other Canaanites who responded in
faith, it seems that this was not the normal response.
Rahab’s response reveals the character of biblical
faith, which is trust in God. First, biblical faith is not
blind faith. Rather, true faith is a right response to
the facts God has made known about Himself (Isa
41:18–20). Second, biblical faith includes the fear of
God, trembling in awe before His might (Josh 2:9).
Third, biblical faith is trust in the LORD alone as God
(2:12; Deut 4:39; 6:4). True faith is not half-hearted.
It does not leave room for two masters (Matt 6:24).
Fourth, biblical faith does not stop with recognizing
God’s supremacy—it presses on until it rests upon
God’s mercy (2:12). True faith trembles before the
power and wrath of God, but instead of running
away from God it runs toward God seeking refuge.
Fifth, true faith cares
for others (2:13). Love
THINK ABOUT IT
for God cannot be
Faith is a trust
separated from love
in God that is
for one’s neighbor
expressed through:
(1) a confident
(Mark 12:30–31).
assurance of things
Sixth, true faith takes
hoped for; and
action, even at great
(2) a conviction
risk—in Rahab’s case,
of things not seen
(Heb 11:1).
she hid the spies and
enabled their escape
(2:14–16; Jas 2:25–26).
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Jesus would later make this same point with the
Samaritan woman. Like Rahab, the Samaritan was
unclean—a non-Jew and an immoral woman. But
like Rahab, the Samaritan woman would believe and
bring many others to salvation with her (John 4:7,
29, 42). God’s grace is especially amazing in Rahab’s
life considering who her descendants included: the
great king David, and ultimately the Messiah (Matt
1:5).

Rahab’s testimony encouraged Joshua
(2:22–24)

So what about her lie? The story never comments on
whether the lie was good or bad, because the point
of the story is Rahab’s faith. The New Testament
praises her for her faith, not for her lie (Heb 11:31,
James 2:25).

Rahab was promised safety (2:14, 17–22)
Because of her faith, Rahab experienced God’s
grace. She would escape death, along with any
family member who would stay inside her house
(Josh 2:17–20). Again, she proved her faith by her
actions when she did as
the spies said and tied
THINK ABOUT IT
a scarlet thread to her
Lying is wrong
window (2:21).
(Prov 12:22; 1
John 2:21), but
rather than
Rahab’s salvation is
focusing on her
a testimony to God’s
lie, we ought to
grace. She was a Gentile
be astonished by
and a sinful woman, but
her faith—and
be thankful that
from the beginning, the
God evaluates
Abrahamic covenant
us according to
was intended to bless
our faith, not our
all nations (Gen 12:3).
perfection (Rom
4:5).

The story ends where it began, with Joshua talking
to the spies. Rahab had given them good advice,
allowing them to return safely (Josh 2:22–23). So
they brought Joshua Rahab’s encouraging news:
the hearts of the Canaanites had melted with fear
(2:23–24). By causing the Canaanites to despair, God
was already winning the battle. God’s word is enough
to confirm our faith, but God knows human weakness. He gave Joshua additional evidence to help him
feel sure of God’s promises.
So as Israel read this book shortly after Joshua’s
death, the message was clear. God is trustworthy to
save. He gives grace to those who come to Him, and
He gives victory over all enemies. Therefore they
ought to respond in faith as Rahab did—even if it
meant risking their lives. Will you respond with faith
like Rahab? We have seen an even greater display
of God’s power than the crossing of the Red Sea or
the defeat of Og and Sihon. We have God’s word, the
Bible, which is more complete, more permanent, and
more authoritative than anyone’s experience. And in
this word we have heard of Christ’s power to conquer
sin, Satan, and death (Col 1:13; 2:15). How will you
respond to this revelation?
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Lesson Outline

God saves those who have true faith in Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Rahab protected the spies (2:1–7).
Rahab believed that God is the true God (2:8–13).
Rahab showed her faith by rescuing the spies (2:14–16, 21).
Rahab and her family were saved because of her faith (2:14, 17–22).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Rahab protected the spies (2:1–7).
• Joshua secretly sent two spies
(2:1).
• The two spies cleverly chose to
stay at a harlot’s house (2:2).
• Rahab the harlot deceitfully
protected the spies (2:3–7).
2. Rahab’s actions were motivated by
her faith (2:8–16).
• Rahab feared God because of
God’s powerful deeds (2:8–10).

• Rahab believed that the LORD alone is
God (2:11).
• Rahab entrusted herself to the LORD’s
mercy (2:12).
• Rahab cared about her family, not just
herself (2:13).
• Rahab showed her faith by helping the
spies escape (2:14–16).
3. Rahab was promised safety (2:14, 17–22).
• The spies promised to save her if she
saved them (2:14).
• The spies promised to save her if she tied
a scarlet thread to her window (2:17–18).
• The spies promised to save her family if
they stayed in Rahab’s house (2:18–20).
• Rahab showed her faith by tying the
scarlet thread in her window (2:21).
4. Rahab’s testimony encouraged Joshua
(2:22–24).
• The spies followed Rahab’s advice and
retrurned to Joshua (2:22–23).
• Rahab’s story showed that God had
already defeated the heart of the enemy
(2:23–24).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who did Joshua send to Jericho?
Joshua sent two spies.
2.	Who rescued the spies?
Rahab rescued the spies.
3.	Why did Rahab rescue the spies?
Because she believed in the God of Israel.
4.	What would happen to Rahab because of her faith?
She would be saved along with all her family.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did Joshua send out two spies?
The spies were sent to gather information about Jericho in order to know the best way
to defeat it.
2.	Did the spies’ mission stay secret?
No. The king of Jericho sent men to find them.
3.	What did Rahab do to protect them?
First, Rahab hid the spies and lied to the soldiers to protect the spies. Second, she let
them escape by a rope through her window. Third, she gave them advice on how to stay
hidden and return to Joshua.
4.	Why did Rahab believe in the God of Israel?
She had heard of the things God had done for Israel, like the crossing of the Red Sea and
their victory over the two kings, Sihon and Og.
5.	How did Rahab and the Canaanites react to the news of God’s mighty deeds?
Their hearts melted and they trembled with fear.
6.	Instead of trying to fight against God, what did Rahab do?
Rahab worshiped God as the true God and came to Him for salvation.
7.	What was the result of Rahab’s faith?
Rahab and all her family were saved, and Rahab became the ancestor of Jesus the
Messiah.
8.	How did the news from Rahab encourage Joshua?
Joshua saw that God was already winning the victory. He had already won the battle
inside the hearts of the Canaanites.

Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

LESSON 5

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

SPY GAMES

I Spy
Play a game of “I Spy” with the
children.
Hide the Spy
Have the children sit in a circle
and close their eyes. Pull one child
from the group, and have him hide
somewhere in the classroom. Have
the rest of the children open their
eyes and find the missing child. In
today’s lesson, they will learn about
two spies who had to hide from
soldiers.

SPYING OUT THE
CLASSROOM, PART 1

Hide objects around the classroom
to give clues about this week’s
passage (e.g. Number 2 (2:1, 23),
Cityscape of Jericho (2:1), House
with roof made from tissue box
(2:1), King’s crown (2:2), Gate
(2:5), Stalks of flax (2:6), Picture of
river (2:7), Heart (2:9, 11, 24), Rope
(2:15), window (2:15, 18), Picture
of a mountain (2:16, 22), Number
3 (2:16, 22), Scarlet cord (2:18,
21)). As children enter class, direct
them to search for the clues. Ask
the “child spies” who found clues
to present their findings to the
class. Lead the class in a discussion
of what the day’s lesson might be
about, based on what these spies
discovered. Tell the children to listen
carefully for the clues they found to
be mentioned in the story.

52

ILLUSTRATE

SPYING OUT THE CLASSROOM,
PART 2
Use the “clues” the children found
in the first part of this activity as
illustrations while you teach the
lesson.
SKIT
Have the children act out a skit of
Rahab hiding the spies. Choose
one girl to be Rahab, two boys
to be the spies, and a handful of
children to be the soldiers.

APPLY

RAHAB SHOWS HER FAITH
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheets, stapler,
crayons, and scissors or cutting
board.
Directions: Before class, make
double-sided copies of the
two craft pages (so that they
now are both on one page). For
younger students, cut the page
in half along the dotted line
beforehand. Older students may
cut it out for themselves. Then
they can put the pages together
to create a book, and color and
decorate it. After the craft is
complete, walk through each
page with the students.

Rahab Shows Her Faith
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

FAITH
What are some things that we
believe but cannot see? Examples
might be that there is air all around
us, that gravity is real, that a chair
will hold us up, or that God exists.
What do we call it when we believe
in something we cannot see? Faith.
In Hebrews 11, Rahab was commended for her faith for hiding the
spies. She had not seen God or His
works directly, but she knew about
Him and trusted Him in faith.

MELTING WITH FEAR
The spies returned with Rahab’s
encouraging report: the hearts of
the Canaanites had melted with
fear (Josh 2:23–24). To illustrate
this, use a blow dryer to melt ice
cubes in a glass bowl. Explain that
this report would have been very
encouraging to Joshua and the
Israelites because it demonstrated
that God had already begun to
defeat their enemy.

GOOD NEWS
Have you ever received good news?
Maybe you have heard that someone important to you was coming
to visit. Or maybe you learned that
you would be receiving a special
gift. Discuss with the children various kinds of news that would make
them excited. Explain that Israel
received some great news; they
heard that the people of Jericho
greatly feared them because of
what the Lord had done on their
behalf in the past (Josh 2:8–11).

ESCAPE PLAN
Make a window from black construction paper. Attach it to the
wall or a bulletin board. Hang a red
cord from the window when you
talk about what Rahab’s escape
plan. Do you know what to do in
an emergency? Have you talked
with your parents about what
to do in case of a fire? Show the
children building plans of escape
routes or participate in a fire drill
as a class. Maybe the children participate in fire drills at school. Talk
about the plan the spies had for
Rahab when Israel would conquer
the city. Since we know that God
“wins,” what plans do we have for
the day when we will stand before
our great God? (salvation).

APPLY

RAHAB HIDES THE SPIES
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, tan
construction paper, brown paper,
crayons, and tape.
Directions: Color and cut out
pictures from craft sheet. Form a
cube shape building from brown
paper and tape it to the tan
construction paper. Form a fence
for the roof from the brown paper
and tape on top of the cube. Place
figures in specified locations, as
shown below.

Rahab Shows Her Faith
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

MODERN SPIES
Begin a discussion about spies.
Ask the children to describe what
spies do and how they work. You
could bring in reports of what
spies have done in the past.
This should help the children
to understand that a spy’s job
is to gain information. As the
lesson progresses, discuss what
information the Israelite spies
discovered about the land they
were about to invade.

A REPUTATION
A reputation is an important thing,
and it can stay with someone
for a long time. Ask the children
what kind of reputation they have.
Are they known for being loving,
kind, smart, etc.? Talk about God’s
reputation. During the time of our
lesson today, God was known for
being with and taking care of His
people. The people of Jericho had
melted with fear because of what
they had heard about God and
what He had done for His people
in the past.

TREASON
Discuss with the children what
treason is. Treason is acting to
overthrow your government or
showing allegiance to a government other than your own. In
today’s lesson, children will learn
about Rahab, who committed
treason against her city, Jericho.
Ask the children what the
consequence for treason is. Our
government looks at treason as
even more serious than murder.
It is very likely that if Rahab had
been discovered, she would have
been killed for protecting the
spies. However, because she
feared God, Rahab was willing to
risk severe punishment in order
to serve the God of the Israelites.

FAITH IN ACTION
Discuss Joshua’s faith in God and
how Joshua’s use of the spies
was not a lack of faith, but also
not presuming on the Lord. Talk
to the children about situations
in life that require both faith and
hard work (promotions at work,
becoming class president, being
a good athlete, etc.). Talk about
how presuming on the Lord is not
wise and the fact that true faith
involves our interaction with God.

APPLY

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICES
Talk to the children about the
choice Rahab made and the type
of faith it required. She knew
that could possibly lose her life if
she was found out, but she also
knew that Jehovah, the God of
the Israelites, would protect her.
Have the children look at times in
their lives when saying that they
are Christians or evangelizing
others could come with some
type of consequence (not saying
bad words to be cool, not watching television shows or movies
that everyone else is watching
because it does not honor God,
standing up for what you know to
be true even though your friends
don’t agree with you, etc.).
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God reminds us He is powerful and
able to keep His promises.

“So that all the peoples of the earth may know

that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may
fear the LORD your God forever” (Josh 4:24).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is powerful.
2. God uses His power to help His
people.
3. God’s power should cause us to
fear Him.
4. We must remember God’s power.
5. Godly leaders obey God’s
instructions.

1. Describe how God stopped the Jordan River.
2. Explain how hard it would have been for Israel
to cross the Jordan on their own.
3. Recite the key verse (Josh 4:24).
4. Describe the memorial and its purpose.
5. Describe Joshua’s obedience.
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Lesson Summary
God could have provided a normal crossing of the Jordan, but He chose to lead Israel
across the tangled flood plain during the middle of flood season so that they could clearly see God’s power at work. By damming up the Jordan and bringing His people across,
God also struck fear into the hearts of the Canaanites. After the crossing, Israel followed
God’s instructions and built a memorial to remember His mighty power.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The God who brought the people across the Red Sea is the same God who led them across
the Jordan River. We can trust the gospel because God keeps His promises. Just as God
displayed great power when He led Israel into their promised land, so Christ displays
great power when He leads believers into the kingdom of God(Col 1:13). In response,
Christians, like the Israelites, should remember Christ’s matchless power, and they should
fear Him and obey Him.

T WEEK
LAS

God approves
Rahab’s faith
Joshua 2:1–24

WEEK
THIS

God reveals His might
at the Jordan
Joshua 3:1–5:1

T WEEK
NEX

God gives Jericho
to Israel
Joshua 5:13–6:27

POSSESSION
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LESSON 6

Lesson Commentary

God reminds us He is powerful and able to
keep His promises.
God had called Joshua to be Israel’s new leader and
provided His promises, presence, and law as the
foundation for Joshua’s leadership (Josh 1:1–9).
Then by the words and example of Rahab, God had
strengthened Joshua to lead with courageous faith
(Josh 2). Now, the time had come to cross the Jordan
River and enter the land. God chose to make this
crossing a miracle for all Israel to see and remember
forever.
This story utilizes lots of repetition. However, there
is purpose in the way the story is told. The repetition
emphasizes the role of the ark and the importance of
the memorial. The ark, a symbol of God’s presence,
was evidence that God would accompany His people
into the land. The memorial, a testament to God’s
power, would instruct future generations to fear
Israel’s great God. Also, the story jumps back and
forth between various characters involved—God,
Joshua, the priests, the 12 men, and the whole
nation—adding more of the story each time. Together
it paints a picture of a spectacular miracle designed
to cause Israel to fear the LORD and trust in His
omnipotence, His power over all things.

God prepared Israel to learn from the
miracle at the Jordan River (3:1–13)
Before performing the miracle of the Jordan, God
made sure that Israel would have the right perspective. The ark of the covenant was to lead the way
(3:3). But the people were to follow at a distance.
This was appropriate in light of God’s holiness (Exod
19:10–25). But the main purpose for the distance in
this case was so that the people could see the way
(Josh 3:4). God wanted them to have a good view
of what He was about to do. Also, as at Mt Sinai
(Exod 19:10–15), the people were to consecrate
themselves, so that they would be ready to see the
great wonder God was about to do (Josh 3:5). This is
an important principle: if we are to see God’s hand at
work in our lives, we must be prepared to see it.

THINK ABOUT IT
One of God’s purposes
If we are to
in displaying His power
worship God,
at the Jordan was
we must come
prepared to worship.
to confirm Joshua’s
leadership (3:7). When
the people saw God working through Joshua as He
had worked through Moses, they had confidence in
Joshua’s leadership (4:14). This confidence would
be crucial in the battles to come. Also, when Joshua
gained that respect, he knew it was not because of
himself but because God was with him.
A second reason God displayed His power at the
Jordan was so that Israel would know that the “living
God” was present with them (3:10). If He could
defeat the raging river, He could also defeat their
enemies in the land. Like the parting of the Red Sea,
drying up the Jordan was proof that God was not like
the local idols (3:13; Exod 15:8; Ps 78:13). He was
“Lord of all the earth” (Josh 3:11; Ps 24:1–2).The God
who had brought them safely out of Egypt was the
same God who would lead them safely across the
Jordan. This extraordinary display of God’s power
would fortify God’s people as they crossed the
Jordan and began to wage war with the many nations
that inhabited the land.

God miraculously stopped the Jordan
River (3:14–17; 4:10–18)
The plan was now put in motion. The priests
approached the river until their feet touched the
edge of the water (Josh 3:14–15). Just then, as we
anticipate what will happen, a detail interrupts the
story: it was harvest time, the time when the Jordan
floods its banks (3:15).
Normally the Jordan River is about 90 to 100 feet
wide and 3 to 10 feet deep, but during the flood
stage it can be 1 mile wide and flowing swiftly.
In addition, the flood zone of the Jordan was
overgrown with a dense thicket that was difficult
to travel through. While this was not impossible for
a couple warriors like the spies to cross, a nation
of people—men, women, children, animals, and
possessions—would have had a very difficult time
crossing at such a place during the flood season.
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THINK ABOUT IT
Why interrupt
the story for
this detail? To
highlight the
incredible nature
of the miracle
God was about
to perform.
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So it was all the more
remarkable when, at
exactly the moment the
priests’ feet met the edge
of the flooded river, the
river was held back in
a heap near the town of Adam, about 15 miles to
the north (3:16). By piling up the water in a heap
and allowing Israel to cross on dry ground, God was
intending to recall the miracle of the Red Sea (Exod
14:16; 15:8).As soon as the priests came out of the
riverbed, the Jordan rushed back and overflowed its
banks as before (Josh 4:14–18).

God instructed Israel to remember the
lessons from the Jordan River (4:1–9,
19–24; 5:1)
Before the story of the crossing ends, it seems like it
is interrupted again, this time by a long description
of 12 men, one from each tribe, gathering 12 stones
from the place in the Jordan where the priests were
standing (4:1–9).But this description is placed here
to give it central importance. God’s display of power
at the Jordan was not just a way to get Israel across
the river; it was to be remembered by Israel for all
generations as an example of what God can do for His
people (4:6–7).
Joshua’s obedience
is carefully recorded (4:8–9), showing
that obedience
to God’s word
is essential for
spiritual leadership
(1 Cor 4:1–2). He
actually built two
memorials, one in
the river and one
at their camp after
crossing.
The building of the
memorial is brought

up again in the conclusion of the story, highlighting the
importance of remembering what God had done. The
Israelites who had crossed the Jordan did not experience the crossing of the Red Sea; or if they did, it was
just a faint childhood memory. Now they had their own
experience of God’s great power (Josh 4:23). And by
building a memorial in the land they would live in, their
descendants for generations to come could return to
the memorial and hear of this great demonstration of
God’s miraculous power (4:19–22).
As Israel remembered the powerful way God brought
them into their inheritance, they were to respond by
fearing the LORD—respecting, worshiping, and standing
in awe of God (4:24).In the same way, Christians are to
fear God when they remember the great power of God
in redeeming them from sin and welcoming them into
God’s kingdom (Col 1:13). God has freed Christians
from Satan’s kingdom, “the
domain of darkness,” and
transferred them to “the
THINK ABOUT IT
Israel’s memorial
kingdom of his beloved Son.”
reminds us that
He has accomplished this
God is still faithful
through Jesus Christ, who
to save those who
has freed Christians from
trust in Him.
slavery to sin through His
payment for sin on the cross.
God achieved one final purpose by bringing Israel
across the Jordan on dry ground. He caused the
Canaanites to lose their courage (Josh 5:1). Even a
large, well-equipped army cannot fight well if they do
not think they can win. As Rahab had reported earlier
(2:9), God was already winning the battle in the hearts
of the Canaanite warriors.
This should give all believers courage. When we face
foes, whether physical or spiritual, who tempt us or
oppose our desire to carry out God’s will, we need
not fear (Rom 8:38–39). We need not despair or think
that we will fail. If God is for us, who can be against
us (Rom 8:31)? Nothing—not even our own flesh and
weakness—can separate us from God’s powerful love.
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Lesson Outline

God reminds us He is powerful and able to keep His promises.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

God wanted to show Israel His great power (3:1–13).
God stopped the Jordan River (3:14–17; 4:10–18).
God wanted Israel to remember His power forever (4:1–9, 19–24).
Israel’s enemies were afraid of God’s power (5:1).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God prepared Israel to learn
important lessons at the Jordan
River(3:1–13).
• God prepared Israel to see His
work (3:1–6).
• God prepared Joshua to see
how God would strengthen his
leadership (3:7–9; 4:14).
• God prepared Israel to see proof
of God’s power (3:10–13).

2. God miraculously stopped the Jordan River
(3:14–17; 4:10–18).
• The priests came to the river and their feet
touched the edge (3:14–15).
• It was the most difficult time to cross the
river (3:15).
• The waters rose up in one heap (3:16).
• The priests stood in the middle on dry
ground (3:17).
• The whole nation of Israel crossed over
(3:17; 4:10–13).
• As soon as the priests came out of the river,
it overflowed again (4:14–18).
3. God instructed Israel to remember the
lessons from the Jordan River (4:1–9, 19–24;
5:1).
• God told Joshua to build a memorial out of
12 stones from the Jordan (4:1–5).
• The memorial was to be a reminder of how
God dried up the Jordan (4:6–7).
• Joshua obeyed and built the memorial
(4:8–9, 19–22).
• The memorial reminded Israel to fear the
LORD because He is mighty (4:23–24).
• The Canaanites were afraid when they
heard of the crossing (5:1).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who went into the Jordan River first?
The priests, carrying the ark of the covenant.
2.	What happened when the priests got to the edge of the river?
The river dried up.
3.	What did the people do after they crossed the river?
They built a memorial out of 12 stones.
4.	What were the people supposed to remember?
God’s great power.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What did the priests carry in front of all the people?
The priests carried the ark of the covenant, which represented God’s presence.
2.	What did God want Israel to see?
He wanted them to see that the God of heaven and earth was with them.
3.	What did God plan to do for Joshua?
God planned to give Joshua the trust and respect of the people.
4.	What was unusual about the Jordan River at this time of year?
It was harvest time, which was the time when the Jordan River flooded its banks.
5.	As Israel was crossing the river, what did they take from the middle of the river?
Twelve men, one from each tribe, took twelve stones to build a memorial.
6.	Did Joshua obey God’s instructions?
Joshua obeyed. He built not just one memorial, but two.
7.	What happened as soon as the priests came out of the river?
As soon as they stepped out of the river, the water returned and flooded the banks as
before.
8.	What did God’s power cause Israel and the Canaanites to think?
It caused Israel to fear Him, and it caused the Canaanites to lose their confidence.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

MEMORIALS
Bring in birthday related items
and show them to the class (a
wrapped present, candles, party
favors, etc.). Explain that on your
birthday each year, you probably
have a party with a birthday cake
and candles in memory of the day
of your birth. This celebration is a
“memorial”. A memorial reminds
people of an important event,
person, or belief. In our lesson
today, Israel will build a memorial
remembering God bringing them
through the Jordan River to the
promised land.

RIVER SCENE
Materials: brown paper bags,
newspaper, materials for river
(see below), cardboard box,
broom handles or wrapping-paper
tubes, paint, cardboard, tape or
glue.

CROSS OVER
Near the entrance to the
classroom, make a river for
the children to cross as they
come to class. You can make the
river using long strips of blue
cellophane or plastic wrap and
the river banks by using brown
wrapping paper or wadded up
paper bags. Tell the children
that in today’s lesson, they will
learn how the Israelites crossed
the Jordan River to enter the
promised land. During the lesson,
refer to the children’s crossing.
Did they jump over or walk
across? God had a special way for
the Israelites to cross that would
demonstrate His power.
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Directions: Act out the crossing of
the Jordan River with the class.
To prepare, build an ark using
a cardboard box and two long
wrapping-paper tubes or broom
handles. This can be painted.
Turning brown grocery bags
inside out and stuffing crushed
newspaper inside can create the
rocks for the memorial. The ends
can be closed with staples. The
Jordan River can be made using
blue painted cardboard, plastic
wrap, crepe paper, or a variety of
other materials.
REMEMBERING PAST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Bring a trophy or medal to class
and explain why it was awarded
to you. Explain that this trophy is
a “memorial” or something to help
us remember what happened in
the past. Tell the class that God
instructed the Israelites to make
two memorials out of stones
to help them remember His
incredible power in allowing them
to cross the Jordan River on dry
ground.

APPLY

BUILDING A MEMORIAL
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, construction paper, crayons, and glue.
Directions: Pre-cut pictures from
craft sheet. Have students color
and glue the pictures to a piece of
construction paper. Assist them
in using the individual stones to
build an altar. Talk to them about
the purpose of a memorial.

Building a Memorial
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

CAN YOU DO THAT?
Ask the children to name some things
that people can’t do. But God can do
anything. Discuss some of the mighty
acts that God has done in the past
(creation, the flood, the exodus, parting
the Red Sea, and Jesus’ resurrection).
In today’s lesson, we going to learn
about another one of God’s mighty
acts: the crossing of the Jordan River
on dry ground. Finally, ask the children
what should be their response to God’s
might.

MEMORIAL
CALL-AND-RESPONSE
God gave Israel a way to
remember the amazing works
that He had done for them. He
told them to create a memorial
out of rocks and place it on the
side of the Jordan. Explain to the
children that one way to remember
something is with a chant, or a
call-and-response. Practice this
call and-response by using it in the
lesson. When you say, “What are
these stones?” the children should
respond: “Israel crossed over this
Jordan on dry land!” Encourage
them to repeat the chant to their
parents after church.

THE FEAR OF THE LORD
Ask the children to name some things
that they are afraid of. What makes
them afraid of these things? Fear can
make us too scared to go near something or touch it. But fear also can help
us treat things with the proper respect
(for example, not playing with fire). Do
you know that God wants us to fear
Him? God does not want us to run
away from Him and cry, but He wants
us to remember His great holiness
and power and treat Him with proper
respect when we come to Him.

THE DRY JORDAN
Materials: fine-grain play sand and
silicone spray (you may also want
some kind of disposable tray for
drying sand. Any surface sprayed
with silicone will be very slippery).
Directions: To illustrate what it was
like when the priests with the ark
stepped into the Jordan River,
create your own “magic sand” by
spraying fine-grain play sand with
silicone spray. Pour water over the
sand, and then pour off the excess
water. The sand will be completely
dry (be very careful not to breathe
in any silicone vapors when
spraying sand).

APPLY

MIGHTY BLOCK REMINDER
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
crayons, glue, and small rocks.
Directions: Give each student a
copy of the craft page to cut out.
Students should fold along the
dotted lines to form a small box.
Use glue to keep the bottom and
sides together. The top should
open and close like a lid. After the
boxes have dried, the students
can place a small rock inside. Talk
to them about the rocks that
the Israelites gathered to build
an altar commemorating their
crossing of the Jordan River (Josh
3–4).

Mighty Block Reminder
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1

Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

LESSON 6
64

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

MEMORIALS
In Arlington, Virginia, there is a
tomb with a soldier in it whose
name no one knows. This is called
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
It is a memorial that reminds
Americans of the soldiers who
died for their country in all the
past wars, but who were never
identified. A memorial reminds
people of an important event,
person, or belief. In our lesson
today, Israel will build a memorial
remembering God bringing them
through the Jordan River to the
promised land.

TRIP TO THE MOON
Have you ever wondered why
astronauts who have traveled to
the moon plant their country’s flag
on the moon’s surface and return
to earth with moon rocks? Both the
flag and the rocks are memorials;
they help the astronauts and
their countries remember this
amazing accomplishment. The two
memorials in today’s lesson helped
the Israelites to remember God’s
amazing power and provision for
them at the Jordan River.

A MEMORIAL
There are many memorials
that we have all around us. In
Washington, D.C., for example,
there is a tall, marble monument
that memorializes the first U.S.
president, George Washington.
In New York City, there is a
monument, given to us by the
French, which reminds us of our
freedom. We call it the Statue
of Liberty. The Lord’s Supper is
also a memorial. It reminds us of
the substitutionary and atoning
death of our Savior. Jesus did
not give us a monument made of
stone or metal, though. He gave
us a memorial of His death in
something that we do often. He
gave us the memorial in eating
and drinking. When He broke the
bread, He asked us to remember
His body, and when He drank
the cup, He reminded us of the
blood He shed on believers’ behalf
for the remission of sins (1 Cor
11:23–26). Discuss with the children other memorials that God
has given to us in Scripture. How
important is it that we remember
Christ’s death? How often should
we remember what Christ did on
the believer’s behalf?

DON’T FORGET!
We all forget things—our lunch
for school, to make our bed or
brush our teeth, our friend’s
birthday, our homework assignments, etc. What things do you
most often forget? We never
seem to forget important things
such as our birthdays, the last day
of school, or a promised treat!
Have you ever forgotten God?
Do you forget to pray or have
a quiet time? Do you forget to
seek forgiveness for your sins?
Do you forget to thank God for
His provisions and blessings?
What are some ways we can
remind ourselves to think of
God? Remember that God never
forgets you!

A HEALTHY FEAR
Ask the children to imagine that
they are alone in sub-Saharan
Africa and have stumbled upon a
fully grown, African male lion. The
lion hasn’t seen them, and they use
the opportunity to take a closer
look at this 500 pound killing
machine. Ask the children how
they would behave in this situation.
Would they be carefree or afraid?
Ask them how their fear would
help them in this situation (may
keep them alive!). We must also
fear God because of His incredible
strength and perfect holiness.
However, unlike the lion, a healthy,
biblical fear prepares us to safely
approach Him in order to seek His
mercy and His grace or to offer our
heartfelt worship.
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LESSON 7

God ﬁghts for those who obey Him.

“And the LORD said to Joshua, ‘See, I have
given Jericho into your hand, with its king
and mighty men of valor’” (Josh 6:2).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God fights for those who obey
Him.
2. God fights for His own glory, so
He must be worshiped.
3. God’s instructions must be
obeyed even when they seem
strange.
4. God is just in His fighting.
5. God is merciful in His fighting.

1. Describe the way Israel defeated Jericho,
especially the role of the ark.
2. Describe Joshua’s meeting with the captain of
the LORD’s army.
3. List the LORD’s instructions and describe
Israel’s obedience.
4. List a few reasons why the destruction of
Jericho was just.
5. Explain why Rahab needed mercy and how she
obtained it.
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Lesson Summary
Before the attack against Jericho, the LORD met with Joshua, reminding him that Joshua’s
first priority was to worship the LORD as the One in charge. Then the LORD gave Joshua
specific but strange instructions. Israel followed these instructions obediently, and the
LORD miraculously defeated Jericho despite its strong walls and locked gates. Jericho was
totally destroyed. Only Rahab, her family, and their possessions were spared. Through all
of this, the LORD proved faithful to bring Israel into the land.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The battle of Jericho reveals both God’s hatred of sin and His mercy towards repentant
sinners. Rather than shake our fists at God, like the inhabitants of Jericho, we must, like
Rahab, return to God and seek His mercy. Only then will we find safely and protection
from God’s great wrath against sin.

T WEEK
LAS

God reveals His might at
the Jordan
Joshua 3:1–5:1

WEEK
THIS

God gives Jericho
to Israel
Joshua 5:13–6:27

T WEEK
NEX

God judges Achan’s sin
Joshua 7:1–26

POSSESSION
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Lesson Commentary

order to force surrender through starvation. But God,
not human might or methods, would give the city to
Israel (6:2)

In the first five chapters of Joshua, God kept encouraging Joshua and the Israelites, while at the same
time instructing them to trust Him and obey. And
for the first time since leaving Egypt, the Israelite
men obeyed God’s command to be circumcised (Josh
5:2–7; Gen 17:9–14). They obeyed even though the
procedure was painful and left the men unable to
fight for a few days. They also obeyed by celebrating
the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread
(5:10–12). After this obedience, the manna stopped,
showing that they could now live off the land God
had given them (5:11–12).Now, if they would
continue to trust and obey, they could finally take
possession of the land, starting with Jericho.

The battle: Joshua and Israel obeyed
God’s instructions (6:6–20)

God fights for those who obey Him.

The preparation: The LORD came to
Joshua (5:13–6:5)
Encouragement and instruction came again before
the battle for Jericho. The captain of the LORD’s army
met Joshua, a fearsome warrior who fought only
for God’s glory (5:13–14).While this encounter was
unexpected, it was also encouraging, for it revealed
that the battle was not just between the Hebrews
and the Canaanites. There was a third army fighting
to achieve the LORD’s promises, an angelic army (1
Kgs 22:19; Ps 103:21). This mysterious warrior was
actually the LORD Himself, another appearance of the
second person of the trinity. This meeting is a reminder that God is not just a source of guidance and help.
He is first and foremost the One we must worship
(Josh 5:14–15).
But before the instructions, a
problem interrupts: Jericho was
tightly shut (6:1). Jericho was
a small city, only about 225
meters long, 80 meters wide,
and about a half mile around.
But with strong walls and
secure gates, it was a difficult
obstacle. The normal way to
conquer such a city was a siege of several months in

THINK ABOUT IT
Sometimes God
chooses to act
in extraordinary
ways so that the
power is clearly
seen to be from
Him and not from
us (2 Cor 4:7).

After receiving a very unusual battle plan (Josh
6:3–5), obedience was essential. So Joshua took the
time to repeat God’s instructions (6:6–7), and the
story carefully describes the people doing exactly
what God told them to do (6:8–16). No matter how
unusual God’s instructions may have seemed, Joshua
and the people obeyed, trusting in God rather than
themselves. Even when Joshua gave the command to
shout (6:16), the story pauses to state specific instructions and emphasize obedience again (6:17–19).
Obedience to the LORD is important. The story
shows this by emphasizing the ark during the marches
around Jericho. It was at the center of the column,
and it is mentioned in almost every verse (6:6–14).
As at the crossing of the Jordan, the ark represented
God’s presence with Israel. He is present with His
people to enable
them to carry out His
THINK ABOUT IT
instructions (Matt
Israel’s obedience
28:20). He is present
proved that they
with His people to
believed that the
give them victory (1
LORD was with
them and would do
Cor 15:57). So the
exactly as He said
story emphasizes the
(Heb 11:30).
people’s obedience
and God’s presence.

The results: victory, judgment, salvation,
and fame (6:20–27)
By His might, God accomplished all His purposes at
Jericho. First, He gave Israel victory, just as He said
He would (Josh 6:20–21).The destruction of Jericho’s
walls is even more miraculous considering the fact
that Rahab’s house, which was part of the wall, was
still standing after the walls came down. God is a
faithful and powerful God, one who fights for His
people (Exod 15:1–3).
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Second, God brought just punishment upon Jericho.
Jericho was utterly destroyed. All the inhabitants were
killed (Josh 6:21). Everything was burned, except for
the metal, which was devoted to the LORD’s service
(6:24). All this was by God’s command (Deut 20:10–18).
In addition, even the walls and gates of the city were
put under a curse (6:26), which later was fulfilled (1 Kgs
16:34).
How could a good God demand the deaths of all the
Canaanites? There is no denying that the deaths of so
many were painful and sad. God grieves over the death
of the wicked (Ezek 18:23), and so should we. But
though we grieve, we must also rejoice in God’s justice
(Ps 35:1–9; Rev 18:20–21). Rather than let our grief
cause us to doubt or reject God, it should cause us to
tremble as we realize how terrible sin is (Isa 6:5), and to
marvel at how merciful God is (Ps 103:8–14).
It was just for the Canaanites to be killed for four
reasons. First, it was justice because they got what
they deserved. The Canaanites were extremely wicked
(Deut 9:5). They were infamous for their idolatry (Lev
18:24–25), for child sacrifices (Deut 12:31), and for all
kinds of sexual perversion (Lev 18:3–30).
Second, their sin was also contaminating. In fact, when
Israel failed to remove all the inhabitants from the land,
they joined the Canaanites in their sin (Deut 20:18; Ps
106:34–42). Millions of Israelites strayed from God,
suffered, died, lost the land, and failed in their testimony
to the nations, all because they let the Canaanites
remain in the land.
Third, it was just because God was very patient. He
patiently delayed judgment for 600 years (Gen 15:16).
During this time the Canaanites had contact with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They had opportunity to
turn to the true God, and perhaps some did, since men
like Eliezer of Damascus became part of Abraham’s
household (Gen 15:2). But on the whole, they remained
entrenched in their sin.

Fourth, it was just because
God is merciful. God forgives
THINK ABOUT IT
even the wickedest nations if
How much sin
could have been
they repent (Jonah 4:11;Jer
avoided by fully
18:5–10). God provided
carrying out God’s
the Canaanites a way to be
command?
saved. They could have, like
Rahab, turned to the true God and joined with Israel in
all its covenant blessings. Unfortunately, the hearts of
the people of Jericho remained as closed as their gates.
The third result of the battle highlights God’s mercy:
Rahab’s salvation, along with all her family, is repeatedly
emphasized(Josh 6:17, 22, 23, 25). Rahab gets as much
attention as Jericho itself, showing God’s concern for
the one lost sheep, the despised, and the rejected (Matt
18:12–14; 15:21–28; 1 Cor 1:18–31). He loves to save
in the midst of judgment (Gen 6:7–8), to bring near
those who were far off (Eph 2:13). Rahab, formerly a
Canaanite prostitute, was now a woman of faith living
as part of the chosen nation of Israel. God even saved
her family with her and made her an ancestor of the
Messiah (Matt 1:5).God’s mercy truly overflows.
The fourth result of the battle was that God made
Joshua famous (Josh 6:27). Just as God had promised,
God was with Joshua to give him great success (1:5–9).
What an encouragement this is to follow in Joshua’s
steps—to be bold and courageous, believing in God’s
presence and clinging to His law (1:8)
The battle of Jericho reveals the hideousness of man’s
sin and the greatness of God’s mercy. The consequences
of sin are great, but so too is the reality of God’s mercy.
Out of the rubble of Jericho a single house stood
securely—evidence of God’s amazing mercy towards
undeserving sinners. Rather than shake our fists at God,
this story should cause us to flee as fast as we can from
our sin and run straight into God’s open arms of mercy.
It should strengthen us to choose God’s way, even when
His way seems foolish to us.

Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

LESSON 7

Lesson Outline

God fights for those who obey Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

The LORD was with Joshua at Jericho (5:13–15).
The LORD told Joshua to march around the city (6:1–5).
Joshua obeyed and the walls fell down (6:6–20).
The LORD destroyed Jericho but saved Rahab (6:21–27).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The preparation: The LORD came to
Joshua(5:13–6:5).
• The LORD came as the captain of
The LORD’s army (5:13–14).
• The LORD required Joshua’s
reverent worship (5:14–15).
• The LORD gave Joshua an unusual
battle plan (6:10–13).

2. The battle: Joshua and Israel obeyed God’s
instructions (6:6–20).
• Joshua and Israel marched around Jericho
for seven days (6:6–14).
• Joshua and Israel kept the ark in the center
of their army (6:6–13).
• Joshua and Israel marched around 7 times
on the 7th day (6:14–16).
• Joshua and Israel shouted, and the walls
came down (6:17).
3. The results: victory, judgment, salvation,
and fame(6:20–27).
• God gave Israel victory over Jericho (6:20–
21).
• God judged Jericho with total destruction
(6:17–21, 24, 26).
• God saved Rahab and her family (6:17,
22–23, 25).
• God made Joshua famous (6:27).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who met with Joshua?
The captain of the LORD’s army, who is also the LORD.
2.	What did the LORD tell Joshua to do?
Take the ark of the covenant, march around Jericho one time each day for six days,
then seven times on the seventh day. Be quiet until the end, then shout.
3.	What happened when Israel obeyed?
God knocked down Jericho’s walls.
4.	Who did God save in Jericho?
God saved Rahab and her family because of her faith.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Whose side was the captain of the LORD’s army on?
The LORD was not on any person’s side. He is His own captain, and Joshua chose to be
on His side by worshiping Him.
2.	Who was the captain of the LORD’s army?
He was the LORD. He was the second person of the Trinity.
3.	Why would Jericho have been difficult to defeat?
Jericho had strong walls, and they had shut and locked their strong gates.
4.	What was at the center of Israel’s army as they marched around Jericho?
The ark of the covenant was at the center, representing God’s presence with them.
5.	Did Israel obey?
Yes, Joshua was very careful to give clear instructions.
6.	What happened to Jericho?
Jericho was completely destroyed. This shows God’s justice, because the people in
Jericho were very wicked.
7.	Did anyone in Jericho survive?
Yes. Rahab and her family were spared because of her faith.
8.	What did God do for Joshua by giving the victory at Jericho?
God caused Joshua to become famous.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

TUMBLING WALLS
Materials: large foam blocks or
small cardboard boxes, large
towel.
Directions: Build a small wall
on top of the towel while the
children watch; then have them
sit in front of the wall and shout
(or blow their rams’ horn trumpets; see activity below) at it to
see if they can knock it down.
When they cannot, have them
shout again; then quickly pull the
towel out from underneath the
wall. (It should tumble down.)
Explain that in today’s lesson,
they will learn about a much
larger and stronger wall that was
built around the city of Jericho.
God crumbled the wall flat so the
Israelites could get in.
RAM’S HORN TRUMPET
Have the children make rams’
horn trumpets by curling a sheet
of paper lengthwise and taping
it closed, making one side larger
than the other. They can use
the horns during the “Tumbling
Walls” activity.

ILLUSTRATE

ISRAEL’S KEY
Materials: several keys on a key
chain
Directions: Explain to the children
that the city of Jericho was locked
up tight. Nobody could get in or
out of the city (Josh 6:1). Hold up
one key at a time and ask them
whether they think that the key
could open the door. Explain that
the only key that would open up
Jericho for Israel would be God’s
power.

APPLY

GOD DESTROYS JERICHO
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheets, construction paper, scissors, crayons, and
glue.
Directions: Pre-cut pictures from
craft sheets. Have children color
pictures and glue them to a sheet
of construction paper. Glue on
the verse. Explain to them that
God caused the buildings to
crumble when his people blew
the trumpets.

CONQUERING JERICHO
Using the materials from the
“Tumbling Walls” and “Rams’ Horn
Trumpet” activities, have the
children act out the conquering of
Jericho. The walls of Jericho could
be made up of butcher paper,
cardboard boxes, or cardboard.
After children have walked
around the walls of Jericho,
they can blow trumpets and yell,
making the walls fall.

God Destroys Jericho
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

PUSH OVER
Have the children line up against a
wall, and on the count of three, have
them all try to push the wall over.
After they realize that it is impossible for them to do this, tell them
to yell the wall over. On the count
of three, have the children yell at
the wall to see if they can knock it
down. After they try to yell over the
wall, ask them whether they think it
is possible for the walls to fall that
way. Explain that in today’s lesson,
they will be learning about how God
made a wall fall when Israel obeyed
His surprising instructions.

CANDY UNDER THE BAN
Bring to class a piñata with a variety
of candy inside. Tell the children
they can collect the candy, but all
on one particular kind must be
set aside and given to the teacher.
You might even talk about how
good this candy is and the fact that
God should have the best, but also
remind the children that there is
plenty of other good candy left.

SURPRISING INSTRUCTIONS
Give the children strange instructions that do not make sense to
them but will result in a small
blessing. For example, blindfold a
child and tell him to take a certain
amount of steps in various directions. If he follows the directions
correctly, he will then be blessed
with a prize. Israel was also blessed
through their obedience. If they
followed God’s instructions, they
would also experience God’s
blessing in the promised land.

APPLY

GOD’S SURPRISING
INSTRUCTIONS
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock,
scissors, glue or tape, crayons, red
yarn.
Directions: Color and cut out all
the pieces from craft sheet. Fold
a piece of cardstock in half like a
greeting card. On the front of the
page, glue the square that says
“God’s Surprising Instructions
for the Miraculous Destruction
of Jericho.” On the back, glue the
square that says “Israel Did All
That God Commanded.” Glue the
city to the inside of the card in a
W shape. Glue the verse across
the bottom. Draw figures above
each description—Rear Guard,
Ark of the Covenant, etc.

OBEDIENCE—EVEN WHEN IT
DOES NOT MAKE SENSE
Ask the children what kinds of
people or instructions we obey (a
policeman, our moms and dads, a
medicine prescription, the Bible,
etc.) Ask the children if there are
some kinds of instructions that we
can choose to obey or not obey (instructions on a recipe or directions
on a map). However, we usually
obey instructions because we think
that the other person knows better
than we do and can help us get what
we want or help us avoid danger.
Explain that God knows everything
and always knows what is best for
us. We must, therefore, always obey
God’s instructions, even when we
think we know better. This shows
that we trust God and believe He
knows best.
God’s Surprising Instructions
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

ENCOURAGING WORDS
Throughout the first five chapters
of Joshua, God encourages Israel.

GOD PROVIDES
Tell a story of a missionary
that shows God overcoming a

ENCOURAGEMENT AND
EXHORTATION
Ask the children what sorts of

Discuss words that are encouraging. Ask the children how
people have encouraged them in
the past. Discuss how they have

seemingly impossible situation to
further His purposes. One example
would be George Mueller and the
amazing ways God provided for

things they dislike doing (cleaning
their rooms, brushing their teeth,
washing dishes). Ask what sorts
of things they find very difficult

encouraged others. Then talk
about how the words that God

the many orphaned children under
his care. One incident involved a

to do (juggle or catch a ball, for
example). Sometimes we don’t do

told Israel would have been an
encouragement to them.
OBSTACLES

baker bringing bread on just the
morning when he had nothing to
give the 300 children sitting at the
breakfast table waiting for food.

things just because we don’t feel
like doing them, and sometimes,
we don’t do them because
we don’t think we are able to.

Discuss with the children

Soon after, there was another

Sometimes we lack discipline and

obstacles that they have had in
their lives. This could be a school
subject that they had a difficult

knock at the door. A milkman’s cart
had broken down in from of the
orphanage. Since the milk would

don’t want to keep trying until
we learn to do something that
is difficult to do at first. Israel

time learning, or maybe a particular problem that they encountered. Explain that Israel also had
obstacles. They struggled with
not trusting God, not putting Him
first in their lives, etc. But when

spoil by the time the wheel was
fixed, the milkman asked George
if he could use some free milk. He
brought in ten cans, just enough for
the 300 thirsty children.

didn’t always feel like doing the
hard work of taking over the
promised land, and they weren’t
sure that they were able to. God
encouraged the Israelites by
promising them that they would

they trusted God, amazing things
happened. One huge obstacle

WHOSE SIDE IS GOD ON?
During the US civil war President

be able to drive the Canaanites
out of the land. He also exhorted

in Israel’s history was Jericho’s
wall. This huge wall seemed like
an impossible obstacle. It would

Abraham Lincoln met with a group
of ministers for a prayer breakfast.
At one point one of the ministers

them to obey. This means that
He gave them firm instructions
that they needed to believe His

have been easy to question
God and His instructions in this

said, “Mr President, let us pray
that God is on our side”. Lincoln’s

promises and act upon them.
What are some exhortations and

situation. But Israel obeyed, and
God did amazing things that they
witnessed firsthand.

response showed far greater
insight, “No, gentlemen, let us pray
that we are on God’s side.”

encouragements that God gives
to us today?
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LESSON 8

God takes sin seriously.

“But the people of Israel broke faith in regard
to the devoted things, for Achan…took some of
the devoted things. And the anger of the LORD
burned against the people of Israel” (Josh 7:1).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God’s wrath burns against sinners.
2. Loss of God’s gracious presence is
deadly.
3. Sin must be dealt with in order for
God’s grace to be present.
4. The consequences of sin are
severe.
5. God’s wrath cannot be avoided by
trying to hide sin.

1. Describe Achan’s sin.
2. List those who died during Israel’s first
attempt to conquer the city of Ai.
3. Describe how Joshua responded when God
was not present to fight with Israel.
4. Describe what happened at Ai because of
Achan’s sin.
5. Describe how Achan tried to hide his sin, but
how God made his sin known.
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Lesson Summary
By God’s presence, Joshua had led Israel to victory over Jericho. Soon after, however,
Israel was defeated at Ai, showing that God was no longer with Israel to fight for them.
God would no longer fight for Israel because Israel had sinned. So Joshua followed God’s
instructions, found out that Achan was the one who sinned, and put Achan to death along
with all his family and animals. Once the sin was dealt with, God turned from His wrath
and fought for Israel once again.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God takes sin seriously. So much so that God sent His only Son to rescue sinners. On the
cross God poured out His wrath over sin on Jesus so that all those who trust in Him will
no longer experience God’s righteous anger over sin. As Christians our sin still provokes
God’s anger, but His anger does not condemn us. Instead, His anger brings pain into our
lives in order to draw us back to Him. When we repent, we enjoy His presence once again.

T WEEK
LAS

God gives Jericho
to Israel
Joshua 5:13–6:27

WEEK
THIS

God judges Achan’s sin
Joshua 7:1–26

T WEEK
NEX

God is chosen by Israel
Joshua 23:1–24:29

POSSESSION
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LESSON 8

Lesson Commentary
God takes sin seriously.

True to His word, God brought His people into the
land of Canaan. At Jericho it was clear that Israel’s
success was a work of God (Josh 6:1–2). God’s presence, represented by the ark of the covenant, was
the key to victory (1:5, 9; 6:4–13).But immediately
after this victory, something terrible happened: God’s
presence was no longer with Israel to fight for them.
Instead, His anger burned against Israel—all because
of one man’s sin.

The LORD was not present to give
victory (7:1–5)
One man sinned, but his sin affected all of Israel. Just as
Rahab’s faith brought safety to her entire family (Josh
6:25), so Achan’s unfaithfulness brought wrath, God’s
burning anger, upon all Israel.
Achan sinned by taking things from Jericho that were
set apart for destruction. This violated God’s command
(Deut 20:16–18) and Joshua’s specific instructions
(Josh 6:18–19). Joshua had warned that those who
broke this command would make the camp of the
Israelites accursed and bring trouble on it (Josh 6:18).
This warning was realized when Israel was defeated
at Ai (7:3–4). Thirty-six Israelites were killed (7:5), and
Israel suffered a potentially devastating defeat in their
ongoing conquest of the promised land (7:8–9). While
God fought for Israel, the hearts of the Canaanites
melted in fear (2:9). But now Israel saw that God was
not fighting for them, and their own hearts melted in
fear (7:5).
Their failure was due to God’s wrath, not poor strategy.
The people who had just witnessed the extraordinary
destruction of Jericho’s walls now fled before a less
than ordinary military force from the city of Ai (7:3–5).
All this happened because of sin, any thought, word, or
action that is displeasing to God. God’s anger burned
against Israel on account of their sin, and His anger
would continue as long as this sin remained (7:11–12).
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God takes sin seriously. He does not punish every sin
immediately, but the mercy He graciously extends to
guilty sinners will not continue indefinitely (Rom 2:4–5).
God will judge every sinful thought (Luke 8:17; Rom
2:16), word (Matt 12:36–37), and action (Matt 16:27).
And His judgment is severe: spiritual death (Rom 6:23).
The unrepentant sinner will endure God’s wrath for
all eternity, separated from the presence of God’s
grace(Rev 20:14–15).

The LORD explained why He was not
present (7:6–15)
Joshua was so grieved that he tore his clothes (Josh
7:6). He knew this was no small defeat. God had
promised that no one could stand against him (1:5),
but now that promise seemed empty. What was God
doing? Why had He brought them into Canaan only to
abandon them (7:7–8)? Despite his confusion, Joshua
still had the right perspective: he addressed God as
“Lord GOD,” which emphasizes the LORD’s sovereign
control over all things (7:7). He also had the right
priority: he was concerned about God’s glory (7:9).
Joshua shows us how to
THINK ABOUT IT
pray in times of trouble.
Joshua’s main
Prayer is rooted in
concern was not
Israel’s defeat, but
faith in God’s sovereign
what Israel’s defeat
control even when
would say about
things don’t make sense
Israel’s God.
(Rom 8:28). Prayer may
express sorrow and make requests, but God’s glory is
its greatest concern (Dan 9:16–19; Matt 6:9–13, 33).
The LORD answered Joshua’s righteous prayer. He
explained that Israel had “sinned,” “transgressed,”
“taken,” “stolen,” “lied,” and “put” the stolen things with
their own possessions (Josh 7:11). These words are
piled up to show how serious the sin was. Achan had
broken numerous commandments (Exod 20:3, 15, 17;
Lev 19:11; Deut 20:16–18) and, through Achan, Israel
was guilty of taking things set apart for destruction
(Josh 7:10–11), so the LORD declared that He had set
apart Israel for destruction (7:12). The LORD would
no longer be with Israel to fight for them, which would
surely lead to their destruction, because it is the
LORD’s presence that provides courage and wins the
victory (1:5, 9: 3:7, 10; 4:14; 6:27; Exod 33:15–16).
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Mercifully, the LORD’s response did not end there. He also
provided the solution: get rid of the sin (Josh 7:13–15).
This is always the solution to sin. In our own lives, we must
quickly repent and turn away from sin (Acts 3:19), get rid of
anything leading us back to sin (Matt 5:29–30), and make
things right with those wronged (Matt 5:22–23).
The LORD even promised to show Joshua exactly who
had sinned, and we can ask for His help to reveal our
own sins too (Ps 139:23–24). No sin can be hidden from
His sight (Heb 4:13). If we try to hide our sin, we will be
miserable (Ps 32:3). But when we confess it, we will find
great joy in God’s forgiveness (Ps 32:1, 5).

The LORD restored His presence (7:16–26)
Joshua got up early in the morning, showing that he
obeyed immediately (Josh 7:16). As Joshua carefully
followed God’s instructions, God revealed the sinner just
as He had promised: it was Achan (7:16–18).
Achan knew he was caught
and admitted his sin (7:19–
22). He had seen things that
THINK ABOUT IT
looked good, coveted them,
Joshua was as
eager to gain
and taken them, exactly
victory over sin as
as Eve had done with the
he had been to
forbidden fruit (Gen 3:6).
gain victory over
So we also sin when we
Jericho (Josh
6:12).
choose to follow our desires
rather than God’s word
(Jas 1:14–15). But sin never gives us what it promises. If
Achan had only obeyed and waited, he would have been
allowed to keep the plunder from Ai (Josh 8:2). How
often in our impatience do we miss out on God’s good
gifts?
Achan’s punishment severe: Achan, along with all his
family and animals, was stoned to death, then burned
(7:24–25). His remains were buried under a pile of stones
(7:26), just like the body of the king of Ai would be
(8:29).That pile of stones over Achan was a monument

reminding Israel for years to come of God’s deadly wrath
against sin. But it also reminded them that the LORD’s
wrath did not last (7:26).With the purging of Achan’s sin
came the return of God’s presence in battle. God spoke
to Joshua, encouraging him to return to Ai, for He had
given “the king,” “his people,” “his city,” and “his land”
into Joshua’s hand (8:1). Joshua obeyed, and he and the
people gained a great victory (8:18–29). God had once
again provided for His people.
God takes sin seriously. So seriously, in fact, that He sent
His own Son to pay sin’s penalty. God the Father treated
Jesus as if He were a sinner (even though He was not) in
order that all those who trust in Him would be delivered
from God’s wrath on sin (2 Cor 5:21). No other sacrifice
will do. The only acceptable sacrifice for sin is God’s Son
(Heb 10:4–14), which God
freely gave while we were
yet sinners (Rom 5:8).
THINK ABOUT IT
God sent His
own Son to pay
Apart from Christ we all
the penalty
are like Achan. We have
for sin that we
all sinned, choosing what
could not.
looks good to us instead
of choosing to obey God’s
commands (Rom 3:10, 23). So we all, like Achan, deserve
to die away from the presence of God’s glory (Rom 6:23).
But if we turn to Christ, then God’s wrath is removed
forever (Rom 8:1). Even though as Christians we still
continue to sin, provoking God to anger (Eph 4:30), His
anger does not condemn us, but rather draws us back
to Him (Jas 4:5; Heb 12:7–10). So although God’s anger
against us may last for a moment, His favor towards us
is forever (Ps 30:5). This is a warning against sin, but it is
also a great comfort and motivation to run back to God
when we do sin, confident that His favor towards those
who believe will never end.
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Lesson Outline
God takes sin seriously.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The LORD caused Israel to lose the battle at Ai (7:2–5).
2. The LORD was angry with Israel because Achan sinned (7:1, 6–15).
3. The LORD stopped being angry after Achan’s sin was dealt with (7:16–26).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The LORD was not present to give
victory (7:1–5).
• The LORD was angry because
Achan took banned things (7:1).
• The LORD caused Israel to be
defeated at Ai (7:2–5).

2. The LORD explained why He was not
present (7:6–15).
• Joshua expressed grief and confusion to
the LORD (7:6–9).
• The LORD explained that Israel had taken
things set apart for destruction (7:10–11).
• The LORD declared that Israel was set
apart for destruction (7:12).
• The LORD commanded Israel to get rid of
the sin (7:13–15).
3. The LORD restored His presence (7:16–26).
• Achan’s sin was exposed (7:16–21).
• Achan’s stolen things were brought before
the LORD (7:22–23).
• Achan and his family were stoned to death
(7:24–25).
• The LORD stopped being angry against
Israel (7:26).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What happened when Israel attacked Ai?
Israel lost, and 36 Israelites were killed.
2.	Why did Israel lose?
Because Israel had sinned.
3.	Who had sinned?
Achan sinned by stealing things from Jericho.
4.	What did God tell Israel to do to Achan and his family?
He told them to put them to death.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	How did God respond to Achan’s sin?
His wrath burned against all Israel.
2.	When did Joshua realize that something was wrong?
He realized that something was wrong when Israel was defeated at Ai.
3.	Why was Israel so afraid even though only 36 soldiers were killed?
They realized that God was no longer with them to fight for them.
4.	What did Joshua do when he realized God was no longer with Israel?
He prayed. He prayed to God as the one who sovereignly rules over all. He prayed for the
sake of God’s glory.
5.	According to this story, can sin be hidden from God?
No. God knew about the sin and showed Joshua who had committed the sin.
6.	According to this story, is it okay to let sin keep going?
No. Sin is so deadly to our relationship with God that we must get rid of it at all costs. As
Israel killed Achan and all his family, so we cannot allow sin to stay in our hearts.
7.	Did God continue to have wrath against Israel?
No. After the sin was dealt with, God turned from His wrath against Israel.
8.	Does God’s wrath towards us last forever?
It does if we are not a Christian. But if we have trusted Jesus for salvation, then God’s
wrath towards us does not last. His wrath is like the discipline of a father who still loves
his children no matter what.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

GOD KNOWS
Bring in a nice coat and some
money and a blanket. Put the
coat and money under the
blanket. Have the children guess
what is under the blanket. Ask if
God knows what is under there.
God does. Explain that nothing
can be hidden from God. Tell the
children that in the story today,
we’ll learn that we cannot hide
our sin from God.
ONE AND ALL
Play tag or “Simon Says” with the
children, and make a rule that if
even one child is tagged or loses,
then everyone is out. Mention
how quickly the game ends with
this rule. Explain that God gave
Israel instructions that they were
to all obey, but because of one
man’s sin, all the people were in
trouble with God. Discuss with
the children what happened to
Israel at Jericho when one man
sinned.
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

THE SOUNDS OF FEET
As the children are seated, lead
them in making a marching sound.
Then have the children make the
sound of feet quickly running
away in fear. Talk about what the
different sounds of feet were like.
Use this activity to talk about
what happened to Israel when
Achan disobeyed God.

ACHAN’S SIN IS REVEALED
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, construction paper, scissors, crayons, and
glue.

HEARTS LIKE WATER (JOSH 7:5)
When Achan sinned, God no
longer gave Israel the victory in
battle. When the people were
defeated, they doubted God,
and their hearts were no longer
bold as they had been. The text
describes Israel’s spirit by saying
that their hearts became like
water. You could illustrate this
change by showing two kinds
of hearts to children: One hard
(made of plastic or some other
hard material) and another made
out of gelatin in the shape of a
heart. Extra gelatin hearts could
be brought to eat during snake
time. Use the activity to discuss
what happens when we are scared
and how it can feel as though our
hearts are like water.

Directions: Pre-cut pictures
from the craft sheet. Have the
students color the pictures. Glue
the tent to a sheet of construction paper. Help the students to
tape the tent door to the correct
position, as shown below.

Achan’s Sin is Revealed
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

HATRED OF SIN
Ask the children whether they have
ever hated anything. Explain that
you don’t mean just disliking something intensely, but rather being so
repulsed by it that you can’t even be
in its presence. God is perfectly holy
and hates sin. He hates it perfectly
and can’t even be in its presence.
In today’s lesson, we will see that
God hates sin and requires that it
be punished. How much does God
hate sin? He hates it so much that
He commanded that a sinner and his
family be killed for his disobedience
in the book of Joshua.

ISRAEL’S MELTING HEARTS
Freeze water in the shape of a
heart. Take out the frozen heart
before the lesson, show it to the
class, and review last week’s lesson
on Jericho. After such a great
conquest, the Israelite’s hearts
must have been strong and full
of courage. Tap on the hard ice
to symbolize its strength. Read
Joshua 2:11 to remind the class
that the Canaanites’ hearts had
once melted in fear. Explain that
now the hearts of Israel are going
to melt and become like water.
Display the heart in a dish in the
front of the classroom so the children can observe it slowly melting
over the course of the lesson. At
the end of the lesson, there should
be a puddle of water in the container. Read Joshua 7:4–5 to the class
to close the lesson, and remind
the children that there are serious
consequences for sin.

TREASURE MAP
Make a treasure map (could use map
to lead the children to some type of
“treasure” in the room). First, ask the
children why people hide treasure.
Tell them that in today’s lesson they
will learn about somebody who hid
treasure. Second, tell the children
that there is buried treasure in
today’s lesson, but it was not found
with a treasure map. Have them listen for how the treasure was found.
Third, ask the children what types of
things are found with a treasure map.
Tell them which of those is the buried
treasure in today’s story.

SIN CONTAMINATES
Bring in a clear cup of water and
dark food coloring. Put in a drop
of food coloring and show how it
changes the color of the whole cup
of water. That is how sin is. When
we sin, our sin infects the people
around us.

APPLY

BEWARE OF COVETING
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, crayons,
and glue.
Directions: Color and cut out
pictures of the eye, heart, and
hand. Glue them next to the
words “saw,” “desired,” and “took.”
Explain that this is the process
that takes place when someone
covets something.

Beware of Coveting
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

MOSTLY OBEDIENT
What does it means to be mostly
obedient? What if you asked
someone to do something and
they did it most of the way but
didn’t finish? Would they have
done what you asked? What if a
bridge builder built the bridge
most of the way but forgot to
finish it? Explain that God expects
perfect obedience, not partial
obedience. Although most of
Israel obeyed God’s commands
during the siege of Jericho, one
man didn’t. Once the sin was
found out the guilty were punished as an example to the rest
of Israel. When you obey God,
do you fully obey Him, or are you
only “mostly obedient?”

LOST
Have you ever been lost? Has there
ever been a time when you thought
you were with your parents, but
then you looked up and they
weren’t there? It can be scary to
realize your parents aren’t with
you. It is much scarier to realize
that God is not with you because
of sin.

COVETING
Discuss with the children the process of coveting. Read the story of
Eve’s temptation (Gen 3:1–6) and
observe the process that she went
through that led to sin. What is
the difference between seeing
something that you would like
to have and coveting something?
What are the steps that lead to
coveting and sin? What are some
things that you have seen that you
have wanted and were tempted
to sin to get? What would some
logical, precautionary steps be
that you could take to prevent
finding yourself in the temptation
in the first place?

A LITTLE LEAVEN
Before the lesson, explain how it
takes only a little yeast to leaven
an entire lump of dough. Illustrate
the concept of what happens
with yeast in bread by setting
up a lump of dough and adding
some yeast to it. Give enough
time for the yeast to take effect.
Throughout the lesson, refer
back to the rising dough and the
illustration of its similarities of
sin. Explain that in a similar way,
sin can infiltrate the life of the
believer and spread to others in
the church (1 Cor 5:6).

SPLINTER
Ask the children if they’ve ever
had a splinter in their finger. Then
ask them what they did about it.
Did they leave it under the skin
to fester and become infected,
or did they remove it, not matter
how much it might hurt? Most
should say they removed it. This is
because we know that not dealing
with the splinter will lead to more
pain and trouble in the future. The
same is true with our sin; no matter
how much it hurts, we must deal
with our sin as soon as we become
aware of it. Only then will healing
come.
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God’s people are those who make
a deﬁnite choice to serve Him.
“And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for
me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Josh 24:15).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. We must choose to serve God.
2. Choose to serve God because He is
faithful to bless those who trust Him.
3. Choose to serve God because He
fights against those who reject Him.
4. Choosing to serve God means
rejecting the world.
5. Choosing to serve God means
rejecting all idols.

1. Restate Joshua’s command to choose.
2. Describe all the ways God blessed Israel.
3. Describe what would happen to Israel if they
rejected God.
4. Compare how the Canaanites could lead
Israel astray with how people or things in
your life might lead you astray.
5. Count how many times Joshua forbids
idolatry, and explain what idolatry looks like
today.
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Lesson Summary
At the end of his life, after leading Israel into Canaan, Joshua gave two speeches to the
people. In these speeches, he reminded them of God’s faithfulness in the past and God’s
promise for the future. He urged them to respond by choosing to serve God alone. To
do this, they needed to get rid of all their idols. Although that generation worshiped the
LORD, the following did not, quickly abandoning the exclusive worship of their God.

Spotlight on the Gospel
As Joshua urged Israel to respond to God’s grace by serving Him, so believers are to
respond to the grace of Christ by serving Christ. Also, as Joshua urged Israel to reject
idols, so believers are to be daily renewed in their commitment to Christ rather than conforming to the idols of this world. Though Christ has freed believers from condemnation,
the believer who fails to continually uproot the idols still in his heart will fall short of God’s
purpose to glorify Christ with his life.

T WEEK
LAS

God judges Achan’s sin
Joshua 7:1–26

WEEK
THIS

God is chosen by Israel
Joshua 23:1–24:29

T WEEK
NEX

God is rejected by Israel
Judges 1:1–3:6

POSSESSION
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Lesson Commentary

God’s people are those who make a definite
choice to serve Him.
Joshua was a faithful leader, successfully leading
Israel into the land God promised them (Josh 1:1–9;
Gen 15:18). Now at the end of his life, Joshua gave
two final speeches. He urged Israel to make a clear
decision to trust and serve God alone. Only in this
way could they finish taking possession of the land
and stay in it.

Joshua urged Israel to continue the
conquest by faith in God (23:1–16)
Joshua began his first speech by reminding Israel of
God’s faithfulness: God is so good and so powerful that
He can always be trusted to do what He says. Although
there were still people to drive out of Canaan, God
had been faithful to fight for Israel until the major
threats were eliminated (23:1–5; Exod 23:29–30).
Based on God’s past faithfulness, Joshua called Israel
to be firm in their ongoing commitment to God and
to His word (Josh 23:6). God’s goodness, both in
the past (23:9) and in the future (23:10), ought to
produce a response of faith. God delivers His people
so that they will respond by
serving Him (Eph 2:8–10).
His past faithfulness moTHINK ABOUT IT
God has broken
tivates His people to keep
the power of sin
trusting Him (Ps 27), and
over a believer
God’s promise to continue
(Rom 6:6), but
fighting for His people
the believer must
continue to wage
empowers them to work
war against his sin
hard to do what is right (Phil
(Rom 8:13).
2:12–13).
Joshua specifies one particular sin to avoid: idolatry
(Josh 23:7). The gods of the world draw people away
from the one true God (Exod 20:3–6). In Canaan,
gods were represented by statues, but these idols
stood for the same things that are worshiped today:
money, health, success, fame, sexuality, power,
and violence. At the heart of every sin is idolatry,
a greedy desire for something else more than God

(Col 3:5; Jas 4:1–3). If Israel wanted to continue
conquering the land, they needed to completely turn
from idols.
This included staying separate from the Canaanites.
They were not to marry them or keep company with
them (Josh 23:12), or else their hearts would be
stolen away from God to serve idols (23:11; Deut
6:4–6; 1 Kgs 11:3). If they loved the Canaanites
instead of God, God would stop driving out the
Canaanites and would drive Israel out instead (Josh
1:13). Similarly, while Christians may interact with
unbelievers (1 Cor 5:9–13; Matt 28:18–20), they
are not to marry them (1 Cor 7:39) or join with them
in anything displeasing to God (2 Cor 6:14). They
are not to desire the corrupting company of wicked
men (Prov 24:1; 1 Cor 15:33), or else they will make
themselves enemies of God (Jas 4:4).
So Joshua warned Israel that God’s faithfulness
works both ways: as God is faithful to fight for those
who cling to Him, so
He is faithful to fight
THINK ABOUT IT
against those who do
God is both kind
and severe (Rom
not. Unless Israel kept
11:22). Therefore,
the LORD’s covenant,
the only way to
the LORD would drive
stand secure is by
them out of the land
faith in Him (Rom
11:20).
(Josh 23:14–16).

Joshua reminded Israel of God’s
blessings of grace (24:1–13)
Joshua’s second speech also began by looking back
on God’s past faithfulness. Israel’s history was a
constant illustration of God’s grace, God’s unearned
blessing. Although Abraham was an idolater, God
chose him, called him out of idolatry, and promised
to make him a great nation (Josh 24:2–3). He defeated Egypt and set Israel free (24:5–6). He provided
for all their needs for 40 years in the wilderness,
despite their grumbling (24:7). He defeated the
nations east of the Jordan (24:8; Num 21:21–35),
and He even forced Balaam to bless Israel when
Balaam tried to curse them (Josh 24:9–10; Num
22–24). He shattered Jericho’s walls and defeated
the large alliances of Canaanites, with such power
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that it was clear that victory came from Him and not
from Israel’s own strength or ability (Josh 24:11–12;
6:20; 10:1–11:23). Finally, He gave Israel land, cities,
and crops that they did not have to plow, build, or
plant (24:13).
This is also the history of every believer. God has been
so kind to us. In Christ, the believer experiences grace
upon grace (John 1:16). We are saved not by any merit
of our own, but purely by God’s grace, so that God
alone gets the glory (1 Cor 1:29). We also live out our
faith not by our might but by His power (2 Cor 4:7, 15).
He even cares about our daily needs (Matt 6:11). As He
provided for Israel both in scarcity in the wilderness
and in abundance in Canaan, so God provides for the
believer in every situation (Phil 4:12–13). So to Him
belongs the glory (Ps 115:1).

Joshua called Israel to choose to serve
God alone (24:14–29)
In response to God’s grace, Joshua called Israel to
obey, fear, and serve God sincerely and faithfully (Josh
24:14). The right response to grace is to surrender
oneself to God (Rom 12:1–2), for God’s grace binds His
people to Him (1 Pet 1:14–19).
Fearing God in sincerity
and truth requires getting
THINK ABOUT IT
rid of all other gods.
Either God will rule
Israel was notorious for
a person’s life, or
worshiping false gods
something else
will. But it cannot
alongside the worship of
be both God and
the LORD, the true God.
idols.
Even after the golden calf,
many Israelites still carried
idols with them during the 40 years of wilderness wandering (Ezek 20:7–24; Amos 5:25–26; Acts 7:43). They
continued to carry them despite their rededication to
God (Josh 5) and the warning of Achan’s punishment
(Josh 7).

Of course, continuing to worship God along with
idols is not worshiping God at all. So Joshua urged a
decision: choose whom you will serve (24:15). It is
impossible to serve both God and idols (Matt 6:24).
The people confidently
THINK ABOUT IT
responded to Joshua’s
Those who
challenge, promising that
claim the
LORD but are
they would not forsake
not devoted
the LORD to serve other
to His will are
gods (24:16–18). So Joshua
rejected by
challenged them a second
Christ (Matt
7:21–23).
time so that they would
consider the magnitude of
their commitment to worship God alone (24:19–20).
The LORD is a jealous God: He will not allow His people’s
hearts to be drawn away. Joshua wanted Israel to count
the cost (Luke 14:28), for it is deadly to claim the
LORD as Lord while being ruled by something else.
The people responded to Joshua’s challenge, declaring
again that they would serve the LORD (Josh 24:21). So
Joshua was very clear: they needed to throw away the
idols that were in their midst (24:23). Joshua made a
covenant with them, recorded it in the book of the law,
and set up a stone as a witness against Israel if they
should ever turn from the LORD (24:25–27). They did
worship God, so long as Joshua and the older generation were living (24:31). But the very next generation
turned right back to idols (Judges 2:11–12).
The people of God of every age are those who make a
definite choice to serve Him. As Joshua urged Israel to
respond to God’s grace by making a decisive commitment to the LORD Yahweh alone, so Christians today
are to daily renew their minds according to the image
of Christ (Rom 12:1–2). In Christ believers are no
longer under condemnation, but this should result in
a bitter war against sin (Rom 8:13). If we allow idols to
remain in our hearts, combining the worship of Christ
with anything else, we fall short of God’s purpose for
our lives, which is glorifying Christ.
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Lesson Outline

God’s people are those who make a definite choice to serve Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God had been faithful to beat Israel’s enemies (23:1–5; 24:1–13).
2. So Israel needed to trust that God would keep beating their enemies (23:6–16).
3. And Israel needed to choose to serve God alone (24:14–29).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Joshua encouraged Israel to continue
the conquest by faith in God (23:1–16).
• God had given victory and would
continue to defeat the rest of the
Canaanites (23:1–5).
• Be strong, obey, do not worship the
Canaanites’ gods, and you will win
(23:6–10).
• Love the LORD and not the
Canaanites, or they will become a
trap (23:11–13).
• Keep the LORD’s covenant or He will
drive you out of Canaan (23:14–16).

2. Joshua reminded Israel of God’s
blessings of grace (24:1–13).
• Unearned blessing to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob (24:1–4).
• Unearned freedom from slavery in
Egypt (24:5–7).
• Unearned victory over enemies (24:8–
12).
• Unearned land, cities, and crops
(24:13–14).
3. Joshua called Israel to choose to serve
God alone (24:14–29).
• Fear God in sincerity and truth, getting
rid of other gods (24:14).
• Make a choice: you cannot worship
God and other gods at the same time
(24:15–24).
• A stone monument would witness
against Israel if they denied God
(24:25–28).
• Israel obeyed until Joshua and the
elders died (24:29–33).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Did God beat Israel’s enemies?
Yes.
2.	Did God promise to keep beating Israel’s enemies if Israel would trust and obey Him?
Yes.
3.	So what should Israel do?
They should choose to serve God.
4.	Could they serve God and idols at the same time?
No. They needed to get rid of their idols and choose to serve God alone.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	In Joshua 23:1–5, what reasons did Joshua give for Israel to obey God?
Joshua reminded them that God had fought for them in the past and would keep fighting
for them in the future, if they would obey.
2.	What might draw Israel away from God?
The Canaanites and their idols could draw Israel away from God.
3.	If Israel chose to love the Canaanites instead of God, what would happen?
Instead of driving the Canaanites out of the land, God would drive Israel out of the land.
4.	What are some ways God proved His grace toward Israel?
He chose Abraham and made him a great nation, rescued Israel from Egypt, defeated the
nations east of the Jordan, blessed them through Balaam, defeated the nations west of
the Jordan, and gave them cities, fields, and crops.
5.	How was Israel supposed to respond to God’s grace?
Israel was to be firm in their obedience and love for God.
6.	Why did Israel need to get rid of their idols?
No one can serve God and something else at the same time.
7.	Did Israel serve God like they said they would?
They obeyed God, but only until the old generation died.
8.	How can the world or idols draw us away from serving God today?
If we want to be friends of the world, we will be enemies of God. Anything that we are not
willing to let go can be an idol getting between us and God.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

CONQUER-AND-DIVIDE
SNACK
Much of the Promised Land had
been conquered and divided.
After conquering the land,
Joshua divided it among the people as their inheritance. Illustrate
this with a snack. Instruct the
children to carry over the snack
and bring it to you. Divide and
distribute the snack among the
class.
MAGNET CENTER
Bring magnets of various sizes
and shapes to class. Also bring
various items that are attracted
to magnets and various items
that are not. Demonstrate
that the magnets attract some
items and not others. In today’s
Bible lesson, Joshua told the
Israelites to serve the Lord God
and to obey Him. They were to
stay close to God, just like the
magnets and items they attract.
Explain that we are to stay close
to God too, just as some of the
objects wanted to stay close to
the magnets.

ILLUSTRATE

WALK THE STRAIGHT PATH
Use a balance beam, wooden
board, or wide tape line on the
floor to teach the children about
walking the straight path. Instruct
the children to walk along the
line without falling or moving
away from it. This was how the
Israelites were to live their lives:
they were not to turn to the right
or left of what God had said.
Joshua told the Israelites, “As for
me and my house, we will serve
the LORD” (Josh 24:15). God
would help His people to obey
by being with them wherever
they walked the path that He had
instructed.

APPLY

HOUSE DOOR HANGER
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
glitter glue, and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut door hangers
from craft sheet. Have children
color and decorate the door
hangers.

WHAT GOES DOWN . . .?
Ask the children what they think
House Door Hanger
will happen if you drop a bouncy See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
ball. Drop it. Do it several times,
each time asking what will happen. Ask the children how they
know. It falls and bounces every
time, so we are sure it will fall and
bounce the next time. God’s care
for Israel was like that: over and
over God cared for them, showed
grace to them, and won victories
for them. They should trust that
He will keep doing the same, and
we should trust Him too.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

THE CLING TEST
Bring in a weight that would be
difficult, but not impossible, for the
children to pick up. Tell the children
that they must hold the weight out
in front of them for as long as they
can. Time each child. Then have the
children try again, but this time, they
can “cling” to the object by holding it
tightly to their bodies. They should
be able to hold the object considerably longer than the first time. Ask
the class what it means to “cling” to
something. In today’s Bible lesson,
Joshua told the people to “cling to
the Lord.” Only by clinging to God
would the Israelites be able to be
devoted to Him.
TAKING POSSESSION OF THE
PROMISED LAND
Use this to help children understand
Israel’s conquest and division of
the land. Divide the classroom into
12 sections of various sizes. Do not
number the areas so that the land
inheritance will be a surprise. Give
each child a numbered index card
and call forward each of the 12 tribes
of Israel, telling them which part
of the Promised Land they inherit.
With all the children in the land, read
Joshua 21:43–45 to the class.

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
Talk about how God instructed Israel
to look different and be different.
Today, Christians basically look the
same as everyone else. Yet we are
called to be different, too. Draw or
tape two identical child images to
a dry-erase board. How can we tell
which one is a Christian? What does
a Christian do that others do not?
Obey God. Christians do all things
because they love God and want to
obey Him. Place a red heart sticker
on one child to make him different.
Talk about ways we can be different
from the heart.
OIL AND WATER
Fill a clear glass container with
water. Pour some oil into the water
and ask the children to observe
what happens. Does the oil mix with
the water? No. Try mixing the oil
and water together with a spoon or
mixer. Now observe what happens.
Does the oil stay mixed with the
water once you’re done mixing? No.
Oil and water do not mix together,
just like God and idols. Joshua called
the people to make a clear choice
between God and idols because they
cannot be combined together.

APPLY

JOSHUA’S HOUSE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, craft sticks,
pipe cleaner or yarn, glue, glitter glue
or markers, and scissors.
Directions: Direct the students to
build a house by making a square
base and triangle roof from craft
sticks. Students should glue the
sticks together and set them aside to
dry. Give each student a copy of the
memory verse, and direct them to
cut around the square with scissors.
Instruct students to glue the verse
onto the back of the house so that
the words show through the center.
Students can decorate the house
with glitter glue or markers. Tie a
pipe cleaner or strip of yarn onto the
roof to serve as a hanger.

Joshua’s House
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

REMEMBER WHEN
Ask the children about past
events in their lives. Do they
remember their first day of
kindergarten? What was their
favorite place to visit? Where did
they first go on a vacation with
their family? Do they remember
the day that their little brother or
sister was born? This morning we
will see Joshua tell the Israelites
that it is an important thing to
remember what happened in
the past. Remembering today’s
lesson’s events should cause us to
be obedient to God’s instructions
and thankful for God’s special
care for His people.

MONKEY FIST
Tell “The Monkey’s Fist” story.
A monkey is trapped by putting
nuts or rice into a coconut tied
to a tree. The hole in the coconut
is big enough for the monkey’s
open hand to go in, but not big
enough for the monkey’s closed
fist to come out. Even when the
trapper comes to get the monkey,
the monkey will not let go of the
snack he wants, so the monkey gets
caught. This is what would happen
to Israel if they held on to idols or
friendship and marriage with the
Canaanites.

REMEMBERING LAST WEEK
Talk to the children about what
they did throughout the week.
Ask them what types of choices
they made. As they remember the
events and decisions that they
made throughout the week, ask
them whom they were serving;
was it God or themselves? It may
be helpful to offer several examples from your own week to get
the children thinking and talking.
Some examples might include:
they were tired of obeying their
parents, they grumbled while
doing their chores, they did
not faithfully serve the Lord, or
they spent all their leisure time
watching television, playing on
the computer, or surfing the
Internet. In each of these cases,
they would be serving themselves
and not God. Discuss with the
children what things they should
have done and what spirit that
they should have done them with.

BEING SEPARATE
Discuss the concept of holy
living with your children. Ask the
children to name some of the
unholy things that they observe
throughout their day. What does
it mean to be separate from the
world? What things would make
you “set apart” and different from
those around you? What are the
areas in your life that you need to
work on to be the young man or
woman that God desires you to
be? This may start with trusting
Jesus Christ as your Savior.

MANY FACES OF IDOLATRY
Ask the children to define idolatry
in their own words (one example:
a greedy desire for something else
more than God). Ask the children
to describe what an idol looks
like. Does it have to be a statue
that a person physically bows
down to? Explain that idolatry has
many forms. It can even include
something good (a sport, a hobby,
the latest technological gadget,
fashionable clothes, etc.) that becomes an idol because it becomes
something we value above God.
Discuss how the way we use our
time and money says a lot about
who or what we worship.
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God’s anger burns against those
who reject Him.
“And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt.
They went after other gods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were around them, and bowed down to
them. And they provoked the LORD to anger” (Judg 2:12).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is angry with those who reject
Him.
2. Rejecting God is sin.
3. Acceptance of the world is
rejection of God.
4. Rejection of God leads to
corruption.
5. God is merciful even when His
people reject Him.

1. Describe how God displayed His anger
against Israel.
2. Give an example of how Israel rejected God.
3. Explain how Israel loved the Canaanites and
their idols more than God.
4. Describe how Israel’s rejection of God led to
more sin.
5. Describe how God displayed His mercy
towards Israel.

96
Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
God is rejected by Israel • Judges 1:1–3:6

Lesson Summary
After Joshua and the older generation died, the next generation rejected God. Instead
of driving out the Canaanites, they let them stay in the land. Even though God rebuked
them for this, they did not repent. Because they rejected Him, God stopped fighting for
them and instead sent enemies to fight against them. God still had compassion on them
and sent judges to save them from their enemies, but Israel continued in their sin.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God’s anger burns against all men, because all men have rejected God. However, the
pity God felt for sinful Israel is the same compassion that motivated Him to send Christ
to die for His enemies. All who entrust themselves to Christ stop being God’s enemies
and instead become His friends. Since Jesus also broke the power of sin when He died
and rose again, Christians should not let sin control them anymore. They should not be
conformed to the world’s standards, but instead be transformed by Christ’s power within.

T WEEK
LAS

God is chosen by Israel
Joshua 23:1–24:29

WEEK
THIS

God is rejected by Israel
Judges 1:1–3:6

T WEEK
NEX

God uses Gideon to
deliver Israel
Judges 6:1–8:34

POSSESSION
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Lesson Commentary

God’s anger burns against those who reject
Him.
As the book of Joshua ended, Joshua called Israel
to make a decisive commitment to serve the LORD.
He knew that as Israel came into close contact
with the Canaanites and their gods, they would be
strongly tempted to become like the Canaanites.
Unfortunately, the book of Judges records how just
one generation after Joshua, Israel proved unfaithful,
leading to centuries of depravity, distress, and death.
Only God’s mercy kept the nation of Israel from
destroying itself.

Israel rejected God (1:1–36)
The book of Judges begins with Joshua’s death
(Judg 1:1), just as the book of Joshua had begun with
Moses’ death (Josh 1:1). Would Israel stay faithful to
God now that their human leader was dead?
At first, Israel obeyed. They rightly sought God’s
counsel (Judg 1:1), received His assurance (1:2),
fought in His power (1:4), and achieved victory by His
presence (1:19a). They completely destroyed several
cities just as God had commanded (1:4, 17). They
even worked together.
The story of Caleb, Othniel,
and Achsah illustrates
Israel’s good beginning.
THINK ABOUT IT
God’s people
Caleb, an old man of Joshua’s
achieve the most
generation, captured
when they serve
Hebron and slew its giants
together (1:3;
(Judg 1:20). He also encourEccl 4:9–10; Eph
3:17–18).
aged the next generation
to continue the conquest
(1:12), as Othniel heroically
did (1:12–13). Caleb provided a good husband and
good land for his daughter (1:15), and Achsah acted
with initiative and respect (1:14). This quality family
is very different than the broken relationships that fill
the rest of Judges.
Despite a good start, Judah and Simeon rejected
God. First, they borrowed Canaanite practices to
punish Adoni-bezek instead of simply killing him

as they should have (1:6). Second, the Kenites, who
had joined with Judah, lived among the Canaanites
instead of driving them out (1:16). Third, despite
initial victories, Judah failed to drive out the people
in the valley, fearing their iron chariots more than
they trusted God (1:19). So the story of conquest in
the south ends badly with Benjamin’s failure (1:21).
Judah had captured and burned Jerusalem, but
Benjamin could not finish the job by driving out the
Jebusites. Despite many successes, the southern
tribes rejected God’s command to completely drive
out all the inhabitants.
The story in the north was worse. Ephraim began well
at Bethel, but they set aside God’s instructions when
they let the spy go free (1:23–26). After this, Israel
failed again and again to drive out the inhabitants
(1:27–35). Even when Israel eventually became
strong enough to drive them out, they still did not do
it.
At first, Israel’s disobedience did not seem so bad.
They became stronger and stronger until the land
was under their control. But their success was only
by the LORD’s gracious presence. They had begun
to reject the LORD, and their spiritual failure would
have tragic consequences for generations to come.
Their failure warns us not to excuse disobedience
in our own lives just because everything on the
surface appears to be going well. The devastating
consequences of our sin may not come until much
later in our lives, or even in the lives of our children
and grandchildren.

God rebuked Israel (2:1–5)
The one who came to rebuke Israel is called the angel
of the LORD, but He speaks as if He is the LORD
Himself (2:1). This is an appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ, the Son of God appearing before He was
born as a human. He is the Word of God (John 1:1)
who cares for Israel (1 Cor 10:1–4) and reveals the
Father to man (John 1:18).
He rebuked Israel for rejecting Him. They owed their
loyalty to Him, because He had rescued them from
Egypt and had brought them into the promised land.
He had made an unbreakable covenant with them.
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But even though they were not supposed to make
any covenant with the Canaanites (Exod 23:32), they
did anyway (Judg 2:2). Because they rejected Him,
He would stop driving out the Canaanites. He would
use them and their gods as traps against Israel (2:3).
Although God had chosen Israel forever, He withholds
His blessing from those who reject Him.
Israel wept loudly and offered sacrifices (2:4–5), but
they did not truly repent because they never changed.
They did not give up idolatry or return to God with
whole hearts. It is possible to be sorry because of
sin but still be unrepentant. In addition to sorrow,
Repentance also requires us to turn away from sin and
turn toward God to forgive us and to rule over us (Joel
2:13; 2 Cor 7:9–11).

Israel resembled Canaan (2:6–3:6)
This section (Judg 2:6–3:6) begins by looking back
on what has already been described, then it looks
forward to summarize everything that will come in
the rest of the book.
Although Israel obeyed for an entire generation, the
next generation forgot God and rejected Him (2:6–
10). Having forgotten the LORD, Israel switched
their spiritual allegiance (2:11–13). They went after
Baal, a false Canaanite god. Baal worship was attractive. It promised blessing here and now. It promised
fertile fields and flocks and families. It looked much
better than worshiping an unseen God who required
strict standards of morality and holiness. Our culture
today is no different. It is Canaanite, addicted to
the immediate, the physical, and the immoral. But
don’t let it fool you. The
promises of our culture,
THINK ABOUT IT
like the promises of Baal,
Mere head
evaporate quickly.
knowledge is not
enough. Israel
knew stories of
The LORD was angry
the LORD and His
with Israel. Because He
works, but they did
is faithful, He faithfully
not actually know
Him.
punished (2:14–15; Lev

26:17; Deut 28:25). The rest of Judges describes
God sending enemies against Israel (Judg 2:14). God
is jealous for His people: He loves so much that he
pursues with fierce anger. So He left enemies in the
land in order to test Israel, to provoke them again
and again to return to Him (2:20–3:4).
Because He loves, even in His anger He shows great
compassion. So even though God sent enemies
against Israel, He also raised up judges (military leaders) to save Israel from their enemies (2:16). This had
nothing to do with Israel’s repentance, because they
continued in their idolatry (2:17, 19). It was all due to
God’s pity when He heard their suffering. Only by His
mercy did Israel survive; only by His mercy are we
not consumed (Lam 3:22).
In the end, Israel resembled the Canaanites (3:5–6).
They lived with them. They married them. They
violated God’s specific commands (Deut 7:3–4; Josh
23:7, 12). As a result, they worshiped their gods.
Instead of transforming the land into the land of
God, they let the inhabitants of the land transform
them into idolaters. Unlike sinful Israel, we must not
let the world shape us but instead be the means of
transforming others into God’s image (Rom 12:2; Col
1:28). We must avoid friendship with the world (Jas
4:4). We must not think like the world thinks or love
what the world loves (1 John 2:15). Instead, we must
expose the godless culture around us (Eph 5:11).
Israel’s downward spiral of sin shows the power sin
has over everyone (Rom 3:9). We, like Israel, are
incapable of putting an end to our sin. That is why
Gabriel’s message is such good news: Jesus came to
save us from our sin (Matt 1:21). The pity God felt for
sinful Israel is the same compassion that motivated
Him to send Christ to die for His enemies (Rom 5:8).
Through Christ the power of sin is broken (Rom
6:6–11), God’s anger turns to peace (Rom 5:1), and
God’s unbreakable covenant to Israel proves true
(Rom 11:26–31).
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Lesson Outline

God’s anger burns against those who reject Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Israel rejected God when they did not drive out the Canaanites (1:1–36).
2. God used Israel’s enemies to discipline them (2:1–5, 14–15, 20–23; 3:1–4).
3. Israel became just like the sinful Canaanites (2:6–13; 16–19; 3:5–6).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Israel rejected God (1:1–36).
• In the south, Judah had great victory,
but they rejected God’s command
(1:1–20).
• In the north, Ephraim had some
victory, but they rejected God’s
command (1:21–36).
2. God rebuked Israel (2:1–5).
• The LORD led Israel out of Egypt into
the promised land (2:1).

• The LORD made an unbreakable
covenant with Israel (2:1).
• Israel rejected God by making a
covenant with the Canaanites (2:2).
• The LORD would not drive out the
Canaanites (2:3).
• Israel wept and offered sacrifices to the
LORD (2:4–5).
3. Israel resembled Canaan (2:6–3:6).
• After Joshua and the elders died, Israel
worshiped Canaanite idols (2:6–13).
• The LORD was both angry and gracious
toward Israel (2:14–18).
• Israel became more and more corrupt
(2:16–19).
• The LORD left enemies in the land to
test Israel (2:20–3:4).
• The Israelites resembled the
Canaanites (3:5–6).

•
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Did Israel drive out all the Canaanites?
No.
2.	What is rejecting God?
Choosing to disobey God’s standard.
3.	Because they rejected God, what did God say He would do?
He said He would stop helping them drive out the Canaanites. Instead, He would bring
enemies against Israel.
4.	How did Israel keep sinning?
They married the Canaanites and worshiped their gods.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Did Israel have victory or failure when they fought against the Canaanites?
They had victory in the beginning when they trusted in God, but they failed because
they did not completely drive out the Canaanites.
2.	Why did they owe complete obedience to God?
God had rescued them from Egypt, brought them into the promised land, and made an
unbreakable covenant with them.
3.	What did the angel of the LORD say He was going to do?
He said He would stop driving the Canaanites out of the land.
4.	Did Israel repent?
No. They wept and offered sacrifices, but they did not change. True repentance requires
turning away from sin and turning back to God.
5.	How did Israel’s rejection of God lead to more corruption?
Israel began worshiping the gods of the Canaanites.
6.	How did God respond to their idolatry?
God was angry with them and brought enemies against them.
7.	How did God show compassion for Israel?
He sent judges to rescue Israel from their enemies.
8.	Did Israel stop sinning?
No. They became just like the Canaanites. Only Jesus’ death and resurrection can set
people free from sin.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

WIPE OUT THE CANAANITES
In a short-timed race, draw stick
figures (Canaanites) all over a
dry-erase board while a child
tries to erase them all. (Start
with some already on there
for a good lead.) After several
children have tried, discuss their
efforts to accomplish this task.
In today’s lesson, they will learn
about Israel’s lack of obedience
to remove the Canaanites from
the promised land.
HALF-DONE BOWLING
To illustrate that doing a job
halfway is not completing it,
make a bowling game using milk
jugs and a large ball. Explain to
the children that the goal is to
knock down all the jugs. After
knocking down only half of the
jugs, ask the children whether
you completed the goal. Explain
that Israel was given a job, and
they did not complete it. Allow
the children to play milk-jug
bowling.

ILLUSTRATE

THORNS AND SNARES
God told the Israelites that
because they disobeyed His
instructions and did not destroy
all the Canaanites, the Canaanites
would be like “thorns in [their]
side,” and the Canaanite gods
would be “a snare” to them (Judg
2:3). Illustrate this during the
lesson by showing the class a large
thorn and a snare.
DISOBEY WHEN NO ONE IS
WATCHING
Children should do one thing
when you are watching and the
opposite when you are not. For
example, they could freeze when
you are watching and wiggle when
you are not. Talk to them about
how Israel “served the Lord all the
days of Joshua” (Josh 24:31), but
the book of Judges tells us that
the very next generation began to
disobey.

APPLY

CYCLE MOBILE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, yarn, hole
punch, scissors, and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut the spirals
from the craft sheet. Have
students color two spirals each
and then glue them together
(colored sides facing out). Punch
a hole in the top of the spiral
where indicated. Thread a piece
of yarn through the hole and
make a knot for hanging. Teach
the students how to wind up
the string to make the spiral go
in motion. Talk to the students
about Israel’s downward spiral
of sin.

Cycle Mobile
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

THE “JUDGES” IN JUDGES
The book of Judges regularly refers
to the “judges” whom God raised up
to deliver Israel. These judges were
quite different from modern judges.
They were local civil or military
leaders. They also often functioned
as local tribal leaders or governors.
There were 14 judges, six of whom
were military leaders (Othniel,
Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah,
and Samson). It might be helpful
to compare the judges’ function to
that of a school principle or a team
captain who leads his team to win
the game. Ask the children whether
they ever have had someone help
them out of a difficult situation
at just the right time. The judges
helped deliver Israel from the
oppression of their enemies.
RESCUE ME
Show the children a life vest, and
ask them whether they know why
people use life vests. Explain that
when someone is in danger in the
water, the lifesaver is used to rescue
him. Explain that over the next few
weeks the Bible lessons from the
book of Judges will show us how
God rescued Israel over and over.
(If using a life vest, you could wear
it to introduce all three lessons in
Judges.)

ILLUSTRATE

SNARES
Bring in some different snares
(mouse trap, live trap, bear
trap, etc.) to illustrate how the
Canaanites gods would afflict the
Israelites.
MIXING ISRAEL AND THE
CANAANITES
Materials: Materials: sugar, iron
filings, magnet, small plastic bag,
large plastic container.

APPLY

THE VICIOUS CYCLE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
brads, scissors, glue, and crayons
Directions: Have the students color
the circle and rectangular shapes
from “The Vicious Cycle” craft
sheet and cut them out. Instruct
them to glue the rectangle to the
bottom of a sheet of cardstock.
Above the rectangle they should
attach the circle with a brad.

Directions: God called Israel to be
separate and holy. He had warned
them not to dwell with the people
who lived in the Promised Land. But
although God warned them repeatedly, Israel became comfortable
with the other nations and dwelt
with them. (Illustrate Israel by placing white sugar inside a large plastic
container.) Israel was to worship
only God and destroy the people
who worshiped idols. Instead, Israel
The Vicious Cycle
was disobedient to God and became
comfortable with the other peoples See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
of the land. They began to worship
idols. (Mix iron filings into the sugar
so that the sugar looks polluted.)
God sent judges to lead Israel and
bring them back to being set apart
by worshiping only God. (Place the
magnet inside a small plastic bag,
and then place the bag in the large
plastic container filled with the
sugar and iron filings. Move the bag
through the mixture. The iron filings
should cling to the magnet, leaving
behind the pure sugar.)
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

TALKING ABOUT
TOMBSTONES
Draw two tombstones on the
board, and write Judges 2:7
on one and Judges 2:11 on the
other. Lead the children in a
discussion of tombstones. Have
any children been to a cemetery
and read things written on the
tombstones? What did the tombstones say? Explain that the two
descriptions of Israel in Judges
2:7 and 2:11 show the drastic
change that took place in their
hearts after Joshua’s leadership
ended. Ask the children which
verse they would want to have
written on their tombstone when
they die. Use this discussion to
transition the class from the
death of Joshua into the time of
the judges.

COMPROMISE
Talk to the children about a recipe
for cake or cookies. Talk about how
specific ingredients are used so

REPROOF OF A FATHER
Talk to the children about punishment. Why are they punished?
What is the reason for being

that the cookies come out tasting
good. Ask the children what they
think will happen if instead of one
teaspoon of salt you were to add
two teaspoons. By compromising
the recipe—not following it
exactly—you have compromised
the taste. This is like Israel not fully
following Gods commands. By not
fully removing the Canaanites they
compromised the blessing God had
promised them.

punished? Is punishment good for
them? Ask them to look at how
God punished Israel. Have them
talk about how even though God
reproved them, they would still
turn back to their sinful ways. Ask
them if there are any parallels
between themselves and Israel.
Do they take the discipline of
their fathers or mothers and then
the next time the opportunity
presents itself, sin again? When
they are punished do they remember that it is meant as a reminder
for them to obey? Talk to them
about how God desires children
to obey Him fully by obeying their
parents.

MODERN IDOLS
Have two leaders or children
discuss what is important in their
lives. Have one talk about worldly
things and how these things are
more important to him than anything else in the world. Have the
other talk about spiritual things
and how it is not important to
him what he accumulates on this
earth. The only thing important
is eternity with God. Point out to
the children that when anything
is more important to us than God
is, that thing is an idol.

JEALOUSY
Imagine a husband who loves his
wife very much, but his wife leaves
him to go live with another man.
If the husband just said, “Oh well,”
would you really believe that he
loves his wife? If he truly loved her,
he would be grieved and rightly
angered and would do whatever he
could to win her back. Jealousy in
this sense is not a bad thing. It is a
good thing, because it shows true
love. God’s anger against Israel was
a result of His covenant love for
Israel.

APPLY
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God delivers through imperfect
people.
“The LORD said to Gideon, ‘The people with you
are too many for me to give the Midianites into
their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying,
‘My own hand has saved me” (Judg 7:2).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is powerful to deliver.
2. God delivers through human
weakness to display His power.
3. God delivers because of His mercy.
4. God patiently uses imperfect people
to deliver.
5. Even though God delivers, He still
justly punishes.

1. Describe God’s power to deliver Israel from
the Midianite army.
2. Compare the size of Gideon’s army and the
Midianite army.
3. List several reasons why Israel did not
deserve to be delivered.
4. Describe Gideon’s doubts and God’s
patience towards Him.
5. Explain Israel’s continuing rebellion and
God’s response.
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Lesson Summary
Because of their sin, Israel suffered 7 years of oppression by the Midianites. Even though
they did not repent, God had compassion on them. He called Gideon to be their deliverer. Although Gideon had many flaws, he did believe God, and God worked through him
to destroy the Midianites. Even then, Israel did not turn to God. They enjoyed rest while
Gideon lived, but this rest would be the final period of peace enjoyed by Israel in the
book of Judges.

Spotlight on the Gospel
As God had compassion on Israel when they sinned, so God has compassion on sinners
today. But God has sent a much better deliverer than Gideon. He sent His perfect Son,
who by His perfect death defeated sin and death. Now anyone who believes in Jesus can
be set free from sin and find rest in God.

T WEEK
LAS

God is rejected by Israel
Judges 1:1–3:6

WEEK
THIS

God uses Gideon to
deliver Israel
Judges 6:1–8:34

T WEEK
NEX

God uses Samson to
deliver Israel
Judges 13:1–16:31

POSSESSION
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LESSON 11

Lesson Commentary

God delivers through imperfect people.
When Israel chose to live with the Canaanites and
worship their gods, Israel rejected the power and
blessing that God would have provided. Instead,
Israel suffered greatly as different nations oppressed
them. Still, Israel did not repent. They deserved to
be destroyed, but God was compassionate. He heard
their cries and raised up judges (military leaders)
to deliver them from their enemies. It was a cycle
of sin, suffering, crying out, and deliverance. In the
cycle that includes Gideon’s story, God showed His
patience, power, and mercy by using this imperfect
leader to deliver an unworthy people from a powerful enemy.

God’s justice against sinful people (6:1–10)
Because Israel again did evil (Judg 6:1; cf. 3:7, 12;
4:1), God used the Midianites to discipline them.
It is hard to imagine how awful it would be to live
like the Israelites did for those seven years (6:2–6),
but the devastation caused by the Midianites was
exactly what God had said would happen if Israel did
not love Him obediently (Deut 28:15, 25, 29–33).
They reaped what they sowed, because God is just
(Gal 6:7). He gives to each person what they deserve
(Rom 2:6).
Israel cried out for help (Judg 6:7), but they did not
repent. So God first sent a prophet to remind them
why they were suffering. They owed God obedience
because of His deliverance and their unique relationship with Him, but Israel did not obey (6:8–10).
Normally, when a prophet rebuked Israel for disobedience, he would then prophecy coming destruction
(Jer 11:9–11; 25:1–11). But that doesn’t happen
here. Instead, the LORD Himself comes to call a
judge to deliver Israel. This is compassion (Judg 2:18;
Exod 33:19; 34:6).

God’s patience with a fearful leader
(6:11–40)
The one who came to call a deliverer was the angel
of the LORD (Judg 6:11). Since the angel is also the
LORD (6:14), this is the pre-incarnate Christ, the

Son of God appearing
before he was born as
a human.

THINK ABOUT IT
Christians also
experience
God’s
compassion,
since they were
once dead in
their sins, living
just like the world
around them. But
through Christ the
Savior, God raised
them to life (Eph
2:1–4).

He found Gideon
threshing wheat in
a wine vat. This was
not a good location to
thresh wheat. Since a
wine vat is a depression in the ground,
the wind is not able to
blow away the chaff from the wheat. Even though
he was fearfully hiding his grain from the Midianites,
God called Gideon a mighty warrior (6:12). But he
didn’t feel like a mighty warrior, nor did he feel like
the LORD was with him (6:13). He failed to consider
that God was powerful to deliver, but that sins
separate His people from Him (6:15; Isa 59:1–2). But
God was patient with Him.
God promised to be with Gideon, just as He had
promised to Moses (Exod 3:12), to Joshua (Josh 1:5),
and to all believers (Matt 28:20; Ps 23:4). Whoever
has God’s presence has everything he needs, but
Gideon wasn’t sure. He asked for a sign, and God
gave him one (Judg 6:17–21). Once Gideon knew
the Messenger was God, he built an altar (6:24). So
despite Gideon’s confusion, hesitancy, and fear, he
did have faith. He believed God.
His faith was tested when God commanded him to
tear down his father’s idols (6:25). Although Gideon
was afraid, he obeyed (6:27). By His obedience
Gideon exalted God over the idols. The Asherah idol
became firewood (6:26), and the Baal idol could not
protect itself. How strong is a god who needs people
to protect it (6:31)? Although Israel still refused to
turn to God, God used this test to patiently strengthen Gideon.
The idols were destroyed and 32,000 soldiers
arrived, but Gideon still doubted. So God patiently
gave the signs he asked for (6:33–40). Gideon’s
faith was weak, but he did believe. How would we
respond in his situation? How do we respond when
God calls us to act boldly in ways that leave us
vulnerable?
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God’s power through human weakness
(7:1–23)
In fact, God was so intent on displaying His power that
He reduced the size of Gideon’s army from 32,000 to
300 (Judg 7:2–8). There were 450 Midianite soldiers
for every 1 soldier in Gideon’s small band. God did this
because God’s power is most obvious when His people
are weak (2 Cor 12:9).
Gideon trusted God
enough to send away
all but 300 soldiers, but
he was still afraid (Judg
7:10). God knows human
weakness (Ps 103:14), so
He encouraged Gideon
again, this time through
the dream of a Midianite soldier (Judg 7:13–14). When
Gideon heard, he believed and saw that God’s power
did not depend on the number of men in his army
(7:15; Ps 20:7; Zech 4:6).
THINK ABOUT IT
Thankfully, God
is patient with us
too (Ps 86:15). He
delights to use
weak people to
display His power
(2 Cor 4:7).

Then God won the victory. He caused the Midianites
to kill 120,000 of their own 135,000 soldiers (cf. Judg
8:10). The army that had kept Israel in terror and poverty for seven years was destroyed in just one night.
God is omnipotent, powerful over everything (Exod
15:2–3), even when the people He uses are weak.

God’s mercy toward unworthy people
(7:24–8:34)
Unfortunately,
Israel still did
not turn to God.
Ephraim valued
its own honor
most (Judg 8:1–2;
Mark 10:35–45),
and Succoth and
Penuel, Israelite
cities east of the
Jordan, valued
their own security

most (Judg 8:4–9; 1 Tim 6:17; 2 Tim 4:16). Then
Gideon himself acted cruelly towards his own countrymen, torturing and killing the people of Succoth
and Penuel (Judg 8:10–12). Truly it was only by God’s
mercy, His compassion and pity, that Israel’s enemies
were defeated.
Gideon did not turn completely away from God, but
he did act foolishly. He reminded Israel that God was
their king, but his actions resembled those of a wicked
king: he gathered gold (8:24), had many wives (8:30;
Deut 17:14–20), married a Canaanite (Judg 8:31; Josh
23:12), and even named one of his sons Abimelech,
which means “my father is king” (Judg 8:31).
He also foolishly made an ephod. The ephod was
part of the high priest’s clothing, and it was used in
discerning God’s will (Exod
28:4–30). The result was
THINK ABOUT IT
horrible: the people used
We must not take
the ephod as an idol (Judg
God’s mercy for
8:27). Yet despite the
granted (Rom
leader’s flaws, God was still
2:4).
merciful.
Once Gideon was dead, Israel forgot him, forgot God,
and went straight back to Baal (8:33). Considering
Gideon’s mediocre leadership and Israel’s unrepentant
hearts, it is a wonder that God delivered Israel at all,
and even more a wonder that He gave them 40 years
of rest (8:28). God delivers by His mercy, but because
Israel took God’s mercy for granted, this is the last rest
they experienced in the book of Judges.
Unlike Gideon, Jesus is a perfect deliverer. He lived
a perfect, sinless life and died a perfect death (1 Pet
2:6; 1 John 3:5; John 8:46). If we make Him our leader,
we will have guaranteed an eternal deliverance from
sin and death—much more than Gideon achieved for
Israel. By His power, we must strive to be faithful to
the end (1 Cor 1:8). Thankfully, God still delights to use
weak people to display His power.
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Lesson Outline

God delivers through imperfect people.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

God sent the Midianites to punish Israel (6:1–10).
God called Gideon to fight the Midianites (6:11–40).
God destroyed the Midianites in one night (7:1–23).
God gave Israel rest even though they were sinful (7:24–8:34).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God’s justice against sinful people
• Gideon was confused, hesitant, and afraid,
(6:1–10).
but in the end he believed (6:13–24).
• God used the Midianites to
• Gideon was afraid, but he obediently tore
terrorize Israel (6:1–6).
down his father’s idols (6:25–32).
• After 7 years, Israel cried out to
• Gideon doubted, but God patiently
God for help but did not repent
strengthened his faith (6:33–40).
(6:7).
• God sent a prophet to rebuke Israel 3. God’s power through human weakness
for their sin (6:8–10).
(7:1–23).
• God chose just 300 men so that God
2. God’s patience with a fearful leader
would get the glory (7:1–8).
(6:11–40).
• God encouraged the fearful leader (7:9–
• God called Gideon to be a mighty
15).
warrior (6:11–12).
• God caused the Midianites to kill each
other (7:16–23).
4. God’s mercy toward unworthy people (7:24–
8:34).
• Israel was divided against each other
(7:24–8:9).
• Gideon defeated Midian but was cruel to
his fellow Israelites (8:10–21).
• Gideon led poorly but God gave 40 years
of rest (8:22–32).
• Israel forgot Gideon and God and turned to
idols (8:33–34).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who attacked Israel?
The Midianites attacked Israel for 7 years.
2.	Who did God call to fight against the Midianites?
God chose Gideon to fight against the Midianites.
3.	How many men were in Gideon’s army?
There were just 300 men in Gideon’s army.
4.	Who won, Israel or Midian?
Israel won because God made the Midianites kill each other.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did God send the Midianites to attack Israel?
He sent them to punish Israel for disobeying God.
2.	What did God promise Gideon when Gideon doubted?
God promised to be with him.
3.	Did Gideon believe God?
Gideon was hesitant and doubtful, but eventually he did believe.
4.	When Gideon destroyed the idols, what did that show about Gideon, the Israelites, and
the idols?
It showed that Gideon believed God, that the Israelites loved Baal instead of God, and
that the idols were worthless.
5.	Why did God send away all of Gideon’s men except 300?
God wanted to make it clear that victory was by His power, not by theirs.
6.	How did Israel win the battle?
They won it without fighting because God made the Midianites fight each other.
7.	Did Israel deserve to be delivered and given rest?
No. Gideon made lots of mistakes, and Israel still loved idols more than God. But God
was merciful.
8.	Is there any perfect leader?
Jesus is the only perfect leader. He never sinned, and He never loses.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HIDING IN CAVES
Cover one or two tables with
blankets or sheets to make
“caves.” Let the children hide
under the “caves.” In today’s
story the Israelites hid in caves
because they were afraid of the
Midianites. The Midianites stole
their food and their animals.

112

RESCUERS
Ask the children if they have
ever had the opportunity to
help someone in need. Then ask
them if they have ever seen a
person or animal being rescued.
Have they ever seen any special
vehicles used in rescues (fire
trucks, ambulances, police cars,
helicopters, tow trucks, coast
guard boats, etc.)? What about
people that have been trained to
rescue those in need (firemen,
nurses, doctors, police men,
soldiers etc.)? Ask the children if
these rescuers receive any special training to teach them how
to rescue others. Tell the children
that Gideon was used by God to
rescue the Israelites even though
he did not have any special
training or have any special tools
or vehicles. He didn’t even think
that he could do the job, but God
was with him to help him.

ILLUSTRATE

MIDIANITE OPPRESSION
To help the children understand
how the Midianites oppressed
Israel, have some children pretend
to be Israelites. Have them pick
imaginary fruit, bake imaginary
bread, and feed imaginary animals.
Have other children pretend to be
Midianite soldiers. Brandishing play
swords, the soldiers rush into the
classroom and take the fruit, bread,
and animals. The Israelites should
scatter and either hide or run from
the room. Explain that God was
punishing the Israelites by allowing
the surrounding nations to oppress
them.

APPLY

TORCH AND JAR
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, paper
lunch bags, toilet-paper or
paper-towel tubes, string,
orange paper, tape, scissors, and
markers.
Directions: Have the students
color their bags and fold down
about two inches of the open
edge to create a pot. Tape the
verse to outside of bag. Students
can color (or cover with foil) the
tube or torch handle and tape
some orange paper flames to one
end of the torch. Punch a hole in
one side of the tube and another
hole in the folded edge of the
paper bag “jar.” Tie a two-foot
piece of string from the hole in
the tube to the hole in the bag.

SURPRISE!
Demonstrate what it would have
been like to be surrounded by
Gideon’s army. Turn off the lights
at the appropriate time during
Torch and Jar
the lesson. Instruct teachers and
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
helpers to be waiting along the
perimeter of the class. Each should
have a flashlight. When you give
the signal, have them turn on the
flashlights and shout, “The sword of
the Lord and of Gideon!” Allow the
children to have a turn playing the
part of Gideon’s army.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

OUTNUMBERED 450 TO 1
Prepare a game and divide the
children into two groups in proportion to the number of soldiers in
the Israelite and Midianite armies
(32,000 to 135,000, or 1 Israelite
to every 4 Midianites). Then send
“Israelite solidiers” to the Midianite
side until the proportion is 300
Israelites to 135,000 Midianites.
Since this would be 1 child on the
Israelite side for every 450 children
on Midianite side, just send all
the “Israelite soldiers” over to the
“Midianite” side except one.
SUBTRACTING SOLDIERS, PART 1
Have the children stand. First, make
a loud, sudden sound and see which
children jump. Have those children
sit down. Give each remaining child
a glass of water and a straw (do not
put the straw in the cup). Tell the
children to drink the water. The
children that drink without using
the straws are to remain standing
while the rest sit down. Explain
that in today’s lesson, God wanted
Gideon to trust Him to conquer the
Midianites, so He allowed only 300
of the original 32,000 soldiers to go
into battle. He used two tests, like
the tests you just used, to decide
which 300 men would make up the
army.

ILLUSTRATE

OPPRESSION
Oppression is defined as the
exercise of authority or power in a
burdensome, cruel, or unjust manner. To illustrate oppression, place a
burden on a child’s back and assign
him difficult tasks to accomplish.

APPLY

HORN TRUMPET
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Paper plate, brown
construction paper, yarn,
scissors, tape, and glue.
Directions: Pre-cut strips of
brown construction paper (1 in
w x 10 in l). Have each student
create a horn trumpet. Shape
a paper plate into the form of a
horn and tape together securely.
Glue strips of brown construction paper to the outside of the
paper plate, covering entirely.
Fold the left over portion of the
strips into the center of the plate.
Tape lose edges down. Cover the
inside of the plate with brown
paper. Loop a 4ft piece of yarn
through the openings and tie off.

SUBTRACTING SOLDIERS, PART 2
Give each of the remaining children
(see “Subtracting Soldiers, Part 1)
a pitcher with a flashlight inside (to
hold in his left hand) and a trumpet
(to hold in his right hand). Turn off
the lights, and instruct the children
to throw down their pitchers
and make a lot of noise with the
trumpets. Tell them to flash their
lights and cry out, “The sword of
the LORD and of Gideon!” (Judges
7:20). Explain that this noise caused
the Midianites to panic, and as they
retreated, they actually killed their
own men by mistake. Also inform
Horn Trumpet
the children that each light usually See Year2 Craft Book, Book 1
indicated many soldiers, so there
appeared to be many more than
300 people coming toward the
Midianites. Conclude by making
comparisons to the lesson on conquering Jericho. God used unusual
battle plans during both conquests
to ensure that Israel would put their
trust in Him and give Him the glory
for their successes.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

THE VOICE OF THE PROPHET
You can teach the background
to this lesson by having an adult
volunteer enter the class dressed as
a prophet. He can speak to the class
as the prophet would have spoken
to Israel, explaining how they had
disobeyed God’s instructions.

HEROES
Ask the children to explain what it
means to be a hero. Then ask them
to give some examples heroes
and imitated by others. None of
the people in today’s story is a
hero. The Israelites are weak and
fearful. Even God’s chosen servant,
Gideon, is scared. He blames
God for his troubles, complains,
worships idols, and does not glorify
God when God delivers Israel. But
there is one amazing hero. God
is the hero! He deserves all the
glory and honor for delivering the
Israelites

WHAT DO YOUR PRAYERS SAY?
The Israelites repeatedly sinned
against God and consequently were
oppressed by their enemies. When
their situation became unbearable, they cried out to God for
deliverance. They did not, however,
display any repentance, worship, or
gratitude. Some did not turn to God
even in the harshest circumstances.
Ask the children what they pray to
God for. Do they confess their sins?
Do they merely ask for things from
God? Do they pray for other people
and thank God for the good things
He provides? Do they completely
forget to pray?

OUTNUMBERED
Fill up a bucket with 450 oz of water (about 3 ½ gallons). Then put 1
oz of water in a cup (2 tablespoons
or 1/8 of a cup). Have a child lift up
the bucket then the cup. Explain
that this is like the Midianites
compared to the Israelites.

APPLY

GOD’S PATIENCE
It is remarkable that God was so
patient with Gideon. When the
angel of the Lord came to Gideon,
Gideon blamed God for Israel’s
troubles. Then he grumbled
and complained and was afraid.
Gideon boldly demanded signs
and miracles from God, even up
to the final minutes before God
would deliver the Midianite army.
Then, afterward, Gideon claimed
the glory for himself as Israel’s
deliverer. Gideon clearly was
not worthy of God’s favor and
mercy. And neither are we. God
is merciful to us even though we
don’t deserve to be saved. We
should praise God for His mercy
and serve Him with all our hearts.

114
Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

LESSON 12
God uses Samson to deliver Israel
JUDGES 13:1–16:31

Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

LESSON 12

God delivers His people even when
they do not deserve it.

“Then Samson called to the LORD and said, ‘O Lord
GOD, please remember me and please strengthen
me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged
on the Philistines for my two eyes” (Judg 16:28).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God delivers by His grace.
2. God delivers with power.
3. God delivers according to
His sovereign plan.
4. Even though God delivers,
those who misuse God’s gifts
will be miserable.
5. Jesus is the perfect deliverer.

1. List three reasons why Samson and Israel did not
deserve to be delivered.
2. List three times God gave great strength to Samson.
3. Explain how God used Samson’s sinful desires to
bring trouble to the Philistines.
4. Describe how Samson used God’s gifts to pursue
his own desires, and how this led to anger, suffering,
and death.
5. Compare and contrast Samson as deliverer with
Jesus as deliverer.
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Lesson Summary
Samson is the last deliverer in the book of Judges. During his time, Israel did not even
bother asking God for deliverance, and Samson used his incredible God given strength
to fulfill his own desires. While this led to ongoing slavery for Israel and to misery and
death for Samson, it did not prevent God from accomplishing His purpose. God used even
Samson’s sinful desires to fight powerfully against the Philistines, eventually using Samson
to destroy the Philistine idol and all the Philistine leaders.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God had chosen Israel as the nation through whom all nations would be restored to God,
so despite Israel’s sin, God kept rescuing them. And through Israel came a deliverer much
greater than Samson. Like Samson, Jesus was born to an obscure family in a miraculous
way. Like Samson, Jesus’ greatest victory came through His own death. But unlike Samson,
Jesus never sinned, and He brings complete and unbroken rest to those He came to
deliver.

T WEEK
LAS

God uses Gideon to
deliver Israel Genesis
Judges 6:1–8:34

WEEK
THIS

God uses Samson to
deliver Israel
Judges 13:1–16:31

T WEEK
NEX

God’s sovereignty in
the book of Ruth
Ruth 1:1-4:22

POSSESSION
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Lesson Commentary

God delivers His people even when they do
not deserve it.
The story of Samson is the last of six cycles of sin and
deliverance in Judges. With each cycle, Israel became
more and more sinful and divided, and Israel’s judges
became less and less godly. As the final judge, Samson
was the most sinful. Although greatly gifted by God,
Samson abused these gifts. Instead of devoting himself
to Israel’s deliverance, Samson let his passions control
him. As a result, Samson lived a life of anger and
disappointment, and his last great deed brought about
his own death. While Samson’s failure is a warning, the
greater lesson is that God delivers His people even
when they do not deserve it, even when they do not
care to be delivered.

God set Samson apart to deliver Israel
(13:1–25)
Like previous stories in Judges, this one again
starts with Israel doing evil (Judg 13:1). So again,
God brought an enemy against them, this time the
Philistines. But unlike previous times (3:9, 15; 4:3;
6:6–7; 10:10), Israel did not even cry out to God for
help.

THINK ABOUT IT
This is the same
pattern God
would follow
years later when
He sent His
Son, the Great
Deliverer, whose
birth was humble,
miraculous, and
planned long
ago (1 Pet 1:20).

Despite Israel’s unwillingness to cry out for
deliverance, God acted in
a powerful way (13:2–5).
By choosing a child not
yet even conceived, God
showed that His choice is
something planned long in
advance, not dependent on
the moment. By choosing
a nameless, barren woman,
God showed that He is not
dependent on human help.

As one set apart for special service, this child was
to be a Nazirite for life. Normally, a Nazirite was
someone who took a vow to be specially set apart for
God for a specific period of time (Num 6). A Nazirite
was not to cut his hair (Judg 13:5), touch a dead
body (Num 6:6), or drink alcohol or anything from

grapes (Judg 13:4). These outward actions indicated
an inner dedication to God. This is what Samson was
called to be for life, as one set apart to be Israel’s
deliverer.
When the angel of the LORD went up in the flame
from their altar, Samson’s parents realized that He
was the LORD Himself. Manoah was afraid, and his
wife was hopeful, both appropriate responses to the
presence of God (Ps 2:11).

God gave sinful Samson power to
deliver Israel (14:1–15:20)
When the Spirit of the LORD came on Samson (Judg
13:25), he did not go out to deliver Israel as the
other judges had (6:34; 11:29). Instead of fighting
the Philistines, he wanted to marry a Philistine
(14:1–2). Samson was no better than the rest of
Israel, doing what was right in his own eyes (14:3;
21:25). Although his parents were upset, God was
secretly at work, using
Samson’s sinful desires
to accomplish God’s
THINK ABOUT IT
Believers are called
saving purpose (14:4).
not o allow their
passions rule over
While on the way to
them (Rom 6:12).
Timnah, God used a
lion attack to show
Samson what He could do through him (14:5–6).
The Spirit of the LORD protected him and gave him
great strength, but in the end Samson was still ruled
by his physical passions, pursuing the woman (14:7)
and eating honey from the dead lion’s body (14:8–9).
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Still, God used Samson’s weakness to accomplish His
will. He used Samson’s fiancée to get the answer to
the riddle out of him (14:17). Then the Spirit of the
LORD came upon Samson in his anger and he killed 30
Philistines (14:19). He used Samson’s rekindled love
for his Philistine bride to provoke Samson again, so
that he burned the Philistine fields at Timnah (15:1–5)
and slaughtered many of the Philistines there (15:6–8).
Samson was abusing his gifts for his own vengeance
(15:11b), but God was using him to destroy the enemies
of God’s people.
Samson was sinful, but the people of Judah were no
better (15:9–11). Judah no longer resembled the tribe
that had boldly led the conquest of the land (1:2–20).
They preferred to remain slaves of the Philistines
rather than risk a fight against them. Because of
this, they treated Samson as their enemy, not their
deliverer, cowardly handing him over to the Philistines
(15:12–13).
Despite Samson’s selfish motives and Judah’s cowardice, God continued to defeat the enemies of His people.
The Spirit of the LORD again took control of Samson,
empowering him to kill 1,000 men with a donkey’s
jawbone (15:14–17). God was indeed making fools of
the Philistines, since He promised to curse those who
curse His people (Gen 12:3).
Although Samson spoke of being God’s servant, he took
credit for the victory himself, and he remained focused
on his own physical needs (Judg 15:18). So the chapter
ends with a phrase that normally marks the end of a
judge’s life: “so he judged Israel . . .” (15:20; 10:2, 3–5;
12:7, 9–10, 11–12, 14–15). While the rule of other
judges produced rest from enemies, Samson’s produced
none.

God continued to give sinful Samson
power to deliver Israel (16:1–31)
But God was not done with Samson. Again He used
Samson’s sinful desire for a Philistine woman (16:1).
When the Philistines tried to capture him in Gaza, God
used Samson to humiliate them once again. Samson

carried the city gate, the two gateposts, and the
crossbar from Gaza to Hebron about 40 miles away.
With its thick cedar wood and metal plating, this gate
would have been incredibly heavy. Certainly, Samson’s
feat was not done by human strength.
Yet, Samson still continued to pursue his own desires,
falling for yet a third woman, Delilah (16:4). She
eventually extracted the truth of his strength, and for
a massive amount of silver she betrayed him to the
Philistines (16:5, 20). Samson had taken the LORD’s
power for granted for so long that he did not even
realize when the LORD had left him.
Still, God had one final plan for Samson. Although
Samson desired personal vengeance, he did acknowledge that his strength came from the LORD (16:28;
Heb 11:32). So empowering Samson once more, God
used him to strike a devastating blow against the
idolatrous Philistines. They thought their idol had saved
them from Samson (Judg 16:23–24), but God demonstrated the weakness of their false god. He killed 3,000
Philistines in Dagon’s temple, crushing their idol and
wiping out their national leadership.
The story of Samson teaches us that despite human
sin, God is still in control and still wins the victory. He
continues to deliver His people, even when they don’t
deserve it. We have an even greater deliverer than
Samson. Like Samson, Christ’s death brought defeat
to His enemies, but unlike Samson, Christ lived and
died without sin, and His
rule did not end when He
THINK ABOUT IT
died. Because of His perfect
If we squander
sacrifice and victorious
those gifts,
life, those who believe in
we can make
Him are richly gifted to
our own lives
miserable, but
accomplish their God given
our human
purpose (Matt 28:18–20;
inadequacy
John 15:16a; Col 1:10–12; 1
will never
Pet 2:9–12).
overshadow God’s
unconquerable
victory.
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Lesson Outline

God delivers His people even when they do not deserve it.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God chose Samson to save Israel from the Philistines (13:1–25).
2. God gave sinful Samson power to fight against the Philistines (14:1–15:20).
3. God gave sinful Samson power to kill 3,000 Philistines (16:1–31).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God set Samson apart to deliver
Israel (13:1–25).
• God used the Philistines to punish
Israel for again doing evil (13:1).
• God caused a Nazirite deliverer
to be born to a barren woman
(13:2–5).
• God confirmed Samson’s calling
with miraculous signs (13:6–23).
• The Spirit of the LORD began to
direct Samson (13:24–25).

2. God gave sinful Samson power to deliver
Israel (14:1–15:20).
• God used Samson’s lust to make trouble for
the Philistines (14:1–4).
• The Spirit of the LORD protected Samson
from a lion (14:5–9).
• The Spirit of the LORD used Samson’s
anger to defeat the Philistines (14:10–5:8).
• The people of Judah did not want to be
delivered from the Philistines (15:9–13).
• The Spirit of the LORD used Samson to kill
1,000 Philistines with a jawbone (15:14–
17).
• Samson led Israel for 20 years, but they had
no rest (15:20).
3. God continued to give sinful Samson power
to deliver Israel (16:1–31).
• Again Samson got into trouble because of
his sinful desire for a woman (16:1).
• Samson escaped by carrying away the city
gates (16:2–3).
• Samson gave in to Delilah’s pleas and was
captured (16:4–22).
• The Spirit of the LORD used Samson
to destroy 3,000 idolatrous Philistines
(16:23–31).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What was Samson born to do?
Samson was born to save Israel from the Philistines.
2.	How did Samson get into trouble with the Philistines?
He fell in love with a Philistine woman.
3.	When the Philistines tried to capture him the first time, what did Samson do?
Samson killed 1,000 of them with a donkey’s jawbone.
4.	After Delilah caused Samson to be captured, what did Samson do to the Philistines?
Samson killed 3,000 leaders of the Philistines by knocking down their temple.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Did Israel ask God to deliver them from the Philistines?
No. They never repented. They had become used to being oppressed because of their sin.
2.	When Samson saw God give him power to kill the lion, did Samson choose to use his
power to save Israel?
No. Samson decided to marry a Philistine woman instead.
3.	How did God use Samson’s sinful love for the first woman to deliver Israel?
The first woman gave Samson’s companions the answer to his riddle, so Samson got
angry and killed 30 Philistines. When she married someone else, Samson got angry again,
burned their fields, and killed many more.
4.	What did the people of Judah think about Samson killing the Philistines?
They were not happy. They did not want Samson to cause trouble for them with the
Philistines.
5.	How did God use Samson’s sinful love for the second woman?
When the Philistines tried to catch him with the second woman, Samson miraculously
moved their city gates.
6.	How did God use Samson’s sinful love for the third woman, Delilah?
After catching him with the third woman, Samson knocked down the Philistine temple
and killed 3,000 Philistine leaders.
7.	What does this story show us about God?
God is able to use even people’s sin to bring about His purposes. God delivers even when
people do not deserve it.
8.	Samson ignored his mission. What mission do Christians have?
They are called to display God’s glory by keeping away from sin (1 Pet 2:9–12). They are
called to teach others to follow Jesus (Matt 28:19–20).
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH
Bring in various weights or heavy
objects, and allow the children
(under careful supervision) to
lift them to see how heavy they
are. Tell the children that today
they will learn about a man with
supernatural strength. His name
was Samson. He could lift huge
weights with no problem. He was
so strong that he could kill a lion
with his bare hands. Have the
children show their muscles, and
ask how they got their muscles.
They got them from God. Samson
was very strong because God
gave him his strength.

CHAIN OF EVENTS
The events in Samson’s life clearly
showed the hand of God over every
detail. Use various pictures or toys
as visual aids during the lesson—for
example, a bone, gate, lion, honey, a
Barbie doll (to represent Samson’s
wives), scissors, and rope. Explain
that God was in control of every
detail of Samson’s life, and He is in
control of every detail in your life,
too.

A PROMISE
Ask the children whether they
ever have made a promise (to
take out the trash, to obey an
older brother or sister, to clean
their room, etc.). Ask them if
it was easy or hard to keep
that promise. Talk about how
important it is to keep promises
completely and not half-heartedly. Talk about the promise
that Samson had to make, the
Nazirite vow. This was a special
promise to serve God. Tell them
that Samson’s promise was not
just a promise to another person,
but was a promise made to God.

JAWBONE
Bring in a donkey’s jawbone (or
another animal) to use as a visual
aid during the lesson.

APPLY

SAMSON LOSES HIS
STRENGTH
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, toilet-paper tubes, brown yarn,
fabric, pipe cleaners, toothpicks,
puffballs or marshmallows, tape,
scissors, and markers.
Directions: Have the students
glue fabric around the bottom
of their tubes (to represent
Samson’s clothing). Have them
draw a simple smiling face on
the side of the tube. Tape pieces
of yarn to the inside of the tube
for hair. Punch holes in the sides
with the point of a pencil, and
push a pipe cleaner through it
to form arms. Make a barbell
from a toothpick with a puffball
or a marshmallow pushed onto
each end. Fold the end of one
arm around the barbell. Glue the
verse on.

Samson Loses His Strength
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHO’S THE STRONGEST?
Hold a push-up contest and crown
a winner for the boys and a winner
for the girls. Tell the class that today
we’re going to learn about someone
who had incredible, God given
strength.

ROTTEN FRUIT
Bring in some good, ripe fruit and
some old, rotten fruit. Fruit is good
if it is used before it goes bad. But
it is nasty if it is not used when it
should be. Explain that this is the
same with the gifts and talents God
gives us. Samson did not use his
gifts the way God called him to use
them, so his life became rotten.

NAZIRITE VOWS
The Hebrew term behind the
word Nazirite literally means “to
separate.” A Nazirite separated
himself to the Lord by separating
himself from certain things such
as wine, touching dead bodies, and
cutting the hair (Num 6:1–8). A
person wishing to show dedication
and devotion to God could choose
to take a Nazirite vow for a fixed
period of time. During this time, he
would be regarded as holy to the
Lord. Samson was a Nazirite from
birth and was supposed to live his
entire life as a Nazirite.

ALL FOR GOD’S GLORY
Talk about the special abilities
God gave Samson. Samson should
have used these abilities to glorify
God. Each of us has been given
abilities that can be used to glorify
God. Choose children to come
forward and describe how each of
the following abilities can be used
to glorify God: public speaking,
writing, singing, physical strength,
cooking, etc. Also talk about how
God can use us just the way we are,
imperfect, and how that brings the
glory to Him, not us.

APPLY

SAMSON DESTROYS THE
PHILISTINE HOUSE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, tan construction paper, white cardstock,
glue, tape, scissors, and crayons.
Directions: Have students color
and cut out pictures from the
craft sheet. Form a Philistine
house with the back wall, roof, and
pillars from cardstock (as shown
below). Tape or glue all pieces to
a tan sheet of construction paper
(as shown below). Glue on the
verse.

Samson Destroys the Philistine House
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

LOOKS GOOD
Ask the children what the following have in common: Eve and the
fruit, Lot and the green valley,
Esau and the stew, Israel and the
golden calf, and Judas and the
30 coins. Answer: these people
all got into trouble because they
wanted something they could
see and feel that looked good to
them. Samson did the same thing:
he wanted what looked good to
him (women and honey) instead
of what God wanted him to do.

KICKING AND SCREAMING
Explain that God saving Israel from
the Philistines was like a parent
pulling a child out of the street.
The child is kicking and screaming
because he does not want to get
out of the street, but the parent
pulls him out anyway, just in time
to save him from getting run over.

INCREASE YOUR STRENGTH,
PART 1
Create a rope-and-pulley system
that allows children to easily lift
a 25-pound weight (or whatever
size weight would be difficult for
them to lift without the pulley
system). Before class, allow the
children to take turns lifting the
weight by pulling on the rope.

INCREASE YOUR STRENGTH,
PART 2
See Part 1 in “Introduce” section.
During the lesson, cut the rope
(or remove the pulley) when you
talk about Samson’s hair being cut.
Ask several children to come to
the front of the class and try to lift
the weight without God’s strength
(without the pulley). Use this activity to demonstrate how Samson lost
his supernatural strength when his
hair was cut.

APPLY

DEDICATED TO GOD
Discuss what it means to be dedicated to God. In today’s lesson,
we learned that Samson was
dedicated to God; this means that
he was specially set apart to serve
God. Explain to the children that
when a person is saved, he also is
specially set apart to serve God.
Ask them for examples of how believers can show their dedication
to God. Then ask them whether
God expects them to be perfect
once they are saved. Explain
that when a person is saved, he
does not become perfect, but his
desires change so that he wants
to obey God. God knows we are
not perfect, but He does expect
us to show our dedication to Him
by honoring and glorifying Him in
what we do and say.
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God is sovereign to bless His
people.
“Then the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed
be the LORD, who has not left you this day
without a redeemer, and may his name
be renowned in Israel!” (Ruth 4:14).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is sovereign.
2. God is sovereign to bless those
who act faithfully.
3. God is sovereign over difficulties.
4. God is sovereign over
coincidences.
5. God is sovereign over His plan of
redemption.

1. Explain what it means that God is sovereign.
2. Describe how Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz display
faith in God and love for others.
3. Explain how God turned Naomi’s trouble into
blessing for her and for the world.
4. Identify one event in the story that seemed to
happen by chance.
5. Explain how God preserved the line of Christ
when it was about to die out.
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Lesson Summary
In the dark days of the judges, the story of Ruth shines with hope. Although Naomi felt
like God was against her, God used her troubles to bring Ruth back to Israel. Then God
arranged what seemed like coincidence to draw Boaz into the story. Finally, God worked
through the steadfast love of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz to bless all three of them beyond
what they could have imagined. But even more than that, God worked through their
faithful actions to preserve the line of the Messiah.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God had promised that through Abraham’s seed all nations would be blessed. But
Abraham’s descendants, the nation of Israel, seemed like they were about to destroy
themselves during the time of the judges. The line of the Messiah seemed like it had
died out altogether. But God sovereignly arranged events to preserve the Messiah’s line
through the faithful actions of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz.

WEEK
THIS

T WEEK
LAS

God uses Samson to
deliver Israel
Judges 13:1–16:31

God’s sovereignty in
the book of Ruth
Ruth 1:1-4:22

POSSESSION

T WEEK
NEX

God gives Israel a
prophet and judge
1 Samuel 1:1–7:17

UNITED KINGDOM
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Lesson Commentary
God is sovereign to bless His people.

During the time of the judges everyone did what
was right in their own eyes (Judg 21:25). Because
of Israel’s idolatry, the book of Judges ends with
depressing descriptions of Israel’s great wickedness.
Then comes the book of Ruth, a breath of fresh air.
Israel seemed hopelessly lost in sin, but the story of
Ruth shows that God was still in control. He was still
at work to bless His faithful ones and to keep the line
of the Messiah alive.

Moab: God is sovereign over trouble
(1:1–22)
As would be expected during the time of the judges, the
story begins with trouble. Israel suffered such severe
famine that even Bethlehem, which means, “house
of bread,” had no bread (Ruth 1:1). In search of food,
Elimelech left the promised land and moved to the pagan land of Moab (1:2). His two sons married Moabite
women, something forbidden by the law of Moses (1:4;
Deut 7:3–4; 23:3–6; Num 25). Such disregard for God
just made the trouble worse: all three men died, leaving
Naomi alone (Ruth 1:5).
But the LORD was at work, even during their trouble.
He once again provided food in Israel, so Naomi
prepared to return (1:6). She urged her daughters-inlaw to return to their people and marry again (1:8–13),
selflessly seeking their good since she would be
unable to provide them with new husbands. However,
although she recognized God’s control in the midst of
trouble, Naomi’s outlook on life was not pleasing to
God. She bitterly complained that the LORD’s hand
was against her (1:13).
But God was not against her. He gave her Ruth, who
left everything she knew—her people, her country, her
religion—for the sake of Naomi. Ruth devoted herself
to Naomi, and to Naomi’s God, for life (1:16–17).
During a time when Israel as a whole had forsaken God,
it took a Moabite woman to show what it meant to love
the LORD with all her heart (Deut 6:5) and to love her
neighbor as herself (Lev 19:18).

128

Even so, Naomi could only see her problems. She called
herself Mara, which means “bitter” (Ruth 1:20). She
knew God was sovereign and in control of everything,
everywhere, all the time, but she felt empty. She did not
realize that all her trouble—the famine, the
trip to Moab, and the
THINK ABOUT IT
Even when life
deaths of her husband
is difficult God’s
and sons—was not just
people can have
under God’s control, but
confidence that He
also a part of God’s plan
remains in sovereign
control.
to bless her, Israel, and
the world

The Fields of Bethlehem: God is
sovereign over coincidences (2:1–23)
As two widows, Naomi and Ruth had no income.
Fortunately, God’s law made a way for widows and
foreigners to survive. They could gather the grain that
land owners were required to leave behind during
harvest (Lev 19:9).
Ruth “happened” to come to Boaz’s field, but this was
no coincidence. God is in control of all things—even
over what appears to be chance or coincidence (Prov
16:33). Ruth did not know whose field she had come
to, but we do: the owner of the field was not only a
godly man, but also a relative of Elimelech. God was
directing events, even ones that seemed to happen
by chance, to accomplish His purpose and bless His
people.
Like Ruth, Boaz expressed his love for God by loving
others. He was kind to his servants, as well as to Ruth
and Naomi (2:4, 8–16). He provided for Ruth’s safety,
let Ruth eat the food and drink the water prepared
for his servants, and instead of just allowing Ruth
to gather grain at the corners of his field and among
the leftovers, he told his servants to purposely leave
behind additional grain for her. By the end of the day,
Ruth took home between 30 and 50 pounds of barley!
Boaz went far beyond what the law required to make
sure that Ruth and Naomi were taken care of.
At home Naomi discovered whose field Ruth happened
to be in, and Ruth learned that Boaz was a family redeemer. A family redeemer is a man who rescues, provides
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for, and protects relatives who are in need (Lev 25:25–30;
27:47–55; Num 5:8; 35:12, 19–27; Jer 50:34). Naomi had
complained of being bitter and empty, but now she saw
that the LORD had not forgotten her (Ruth 2:20).

So Boaz became the family redeemer in order to keep
Elimelech’s and Mahlon’s name alive (4:10). He married
Ruth, and through that marriage God blessed all involved
and fulfilled His plan of redemption.

Boaz’s Threshing Floor: God is sovereign
to bless those who act faithfully (3:1–18)

Naomi, who felt bitter and empty at the beginning of the
story, was full and blessed at the end. She lost two sons,
but now she had a daughter-in-law worth more than seven
sons. She lost a husband, but now she had a grandson to
continue the family line and to care for her in her old age.

Boaz was kind, but Naomi wanted Ruth to find long-term
security through marriage (3:1–4). Ruth obeyed Naomi and
asked Boaz to spread the wing of his cloak over her, which
was asking him to bring security to her life through marriage (3:9). This was very unusual: a young, poor, Moabite
woman asking an older,
rich, Israelite man to marry
her! But God guided Boaz’s
THINK ABOUT IT
response, because God is
Their faithful love
for others is a
sovereign over human hearts
picture of God’s
(Prov 21:1). Rather than
faithful love for His
being insulted, Boaz rejoiced
people.
(3:10–13).

Looking back, she could see that God is good, even when
His ways are mysterious.

Even though Naomi’s plan resembled the immoral activity
common during the time of the judges, Boaz and Ruth were
different. Their actions were not sinful. Boaz even insisted
that there not even be the appearance of evil (3:14). All
three characters consistently acted for the sake of others:
Naomi sought a husband for Ruth, Ruth sought a family
redeemer for Naomi, and Boaz sought the security of both
Naomi and Ruth.

Boaz was willing to give up his own name in order to be
the family redeemer for Naomi and Ruth. As a result, he
enjoyed marriage with Ruth, a model of the Proverbs 31
woman. And instead of having his name disappear from
history, his name is recorded forever, both as an ancestor
of David and of the Messiah, and also as an illustration of
God’s redeeming love.

The City of Bethlehem: God is sovereign
over His plan of redemption (4:1–22)
Boaz acted quickly. He went to the city gate, the place of
business, and found the man who was a closer relative to
Elimelech (4:1). Although this unnamed man was willing to
buy back Elimelech’s land to keep it in the family, he was
unwilling to marry Ruth, saying that this would endanger
his own estate (4:4–6). Because he cared more about his
own name and legacy than about loving Naomi and Ruth,
his name ends up being forgotten forever.

Ruth began as a Moabite widow, but because she chose
to worship the LORD and love His people, she gained a
godly husband and a place among God’s people. Through
her, Moabite blood would flow in the veins of David and
of Jesus. Her life shows how wide God’s grace is, extending far beyond ethnic Israel and offered to any who will
love Him with all their heart.

But the way God blessed these three is just a small
glimpse of the much greater blessing God was working
through them. Through their faithful love, God preserved
the line of David, and through David would come the
Messiah. God was keeping His promise to make Israel a
great nation and to bless all nations through Israel. He
sovereignly arranged all of the events, whether trouble or
chance, to bring about His plan of salvation.
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Lesson Outline

God is sovereign to bless His people.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

God used Naomi’s trouble to bring Ruth to Israel (1:1–22).
God caused Ruth to come to Boaz’s field (2:1–23).
God caused Boaz to agree to Ruth’s request (3:1–18).
God made Boaz and Ruth the great-grandparents of David (4:1–22).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Moab: God is sovereign over trouble 2. The Fields of Bethlehem: God is sovereign
over coincidences (2:1–23).
(1:1–22).
• Ruth happened to gather grain in the field
• Naomi lost her home, her husband,
of Boaz, Naomi’s close relative (2:1–7).
and her sons (1:1–5).
• Boaz was kind to her because he heard of
• Naomi told her daughters-in-law
her kindness to Naomi (2:8–18).
that her future was hopeless (1:6–
• Naomi knew that God was blessing them
13).
(2:19–23).
• Ruth promised to stay with Naomi
for life (1:14–18
3. Boaz’s Threshing Floor: God is sovereign to
• Naomi told the women of
bless those who act faithfully (3:1–18).
Bethlehem that her life was bitter
• Ruth asked Boaz to be the family redeemer
and empty (1:19–22).
by marrying her (3:1–9).
• Boaz agreed to be the family redeemer if
the closer relative would not (3:10–18).
4. The City of Bethlehem: God is sovereign
over His plan of redemption (4:1–22).
• The closer relative refused to be the family
redeemer (4:1–8).
• Boaz became the family redeemer by
marrying Ruth (4:9–1).
• Boaz and Ruth continued Naomi’s family by
having a son, Obed (4:13–17a).
• Boaz and Ruth were the greatgrandparents of David (4:17b–22).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What happened to Naomi’s husband and sons?
They died in Moab.
2.	Did Ruth leave Naomi alone?
No. Ruth loved Naomi and stayed with her for life.
3.	Why did Boaz care about Ruth and Naomi?
Boaz was their relative. He was their family redeemer.
4.	Who was Ruth’s important descendant (her great-grandson)?
Ruth’s descendant was David. Much later, her descendant was Jesus.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What troubles did Naomi experience?
Famine and the deaths of her husband and sons.
2.	Who did Naomi blame for her troubles?
She blamed God. This showed she knew God was in control, but she did not trust Him to
be good.
3.	What good thing did Naomi bring back from her troubles in Moab?
Ruth. God used Naomi’s troubles to bring Ruth to Israel.
4.	Was it just a coincidence that Ruth happened to be in Boaz’s field?
No. God is sovereign over coincidences.
5.	How did Naomi’s plan succeed?
Her plan succeeded because God gave success and gave Boaz the right attitude to
respond.
6.	Who did Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz care about most?
They loved others most. All their selfless actions were for the good of others.
7.	How did God show His love for these three?
He gave Naomi a grandson. He gave Ruth a godly husband. He gave Boaz a godly wife. He
gave all of them a lasting name and the privilege of being in the line of Christ.
8.	What was God’s main purpose in the story of Ruth?
God was controlling the whole story in order to preserve the line of Christ. The love of
the characters, and God’s blessing on them, is just a taste of the greater love and blessing
that come through Jesus.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

DAVID’S
GREAT-GRANDPARENTS
Have your parent, grandparent,
or great-grandparent come to
class. Have them talk about some
of your favorite family memories
or traditions. Talk about how
God uses relatives to care for us
and teach us about God. Tell the
children that in today’s lesson,
we’re going to learn about king
David’s great-grandparents
whom God included in the family
of Jesus.

FAMINE
Bring a bowl full of fruit to class.
Empty the bowl, explaining to the
children that famine means there
is no rain and therefore no food to
eat. A famine would not last just a
day or a week, but for months, and
there was no store where people
could go buy supplies.

GLEANING
Scatter items around the
perimeter of the room, and have
children race to fill their buckets.
Items could be toys or something
to represent wheat, such as
brown strips of paper. Talk
about what gleaning was, who
did it, and why. Talk about God’s
instructions to field owners. In
today’s lesson, children will hear
about Ruth gleaning in a field
belonging to a man named Boaz.

SOVEREIGN GOD
Before class, create a cardstock
cutout of a small person (about the
side of your index finger). Attach
a paperclip to the bottom of the
cutout. Next create a path for the
cutout to be moved along on an
8 ½ by 11 inch piece of cardstock
paper. During class, move the
person cutout along the path by
means of a hidden magnet under
the cardstock paper (don’t let the
children see how you’re moving
the person). Ask the children how
the person is moving. Explain that
God is sovereign. Even when we
can’t see how, God is moving and
directing all things (including us!)
according to the plan and path He
has for us.

APPLY

OBED’S FAMILY TREE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
glue, and crayons.
Directions: For younger children,
cut out pictures prior to class.
During class, have the students
color the trees and the men.
Then have them glue the pictures
to the tree in the proper order.

Obed’s Family Tree
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

DIVINE DESIGN
Show the children the back of a
needlework design (don’t reveal the
front yet). Ask them what they see.
Can they identify anything at all?
Explain that it just looks like a bunch
of random stitches of various colors
scattered all over in no particular
order. Then show the children the
front of the design, revealing how all
the different stitches come together
to create a beautiful picture. This
helps us understand something
about God’s sovereignty. Even
when we don’t understand how
everything in life fits together (back
of needlework design), we can be
confident that God is using everything exactly as He has planned to
create a beautiful picture (even if
we can’t see it right now).

TWO HEADED COIN
Buy or make a coin with the same
image on both sides. Use as a
demonstration of sovereignty by
seemingly being able to make it land
on whichever side you wish (Prov
16:33).

GENERATIONS TIME LINE
String a rope across the room or
hang it from the ceiling. Attach
the previous coloring pages for
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Judah
to the rope. Leave some space
between those and the generations
of the lesson today, including Boaz,
Obed, Jesse, and David. Then allow
more space before you get to Jesus
Christ. Explain the significance of
knowing this genealogy—it leads to
Christ (Matthew 1:1–17 and Luke
3:31–34)!

TWICE MINE!
Tom carefully placed his new boat
in the water and slowly let out the
string. How smoothly the boat
sailed! Suddenly a strong current
caught the boat. Tom tried to pull it
back to shore, but the string broke.
The little boat raced downstream.
Tom ran along the sandy shore
as fast as he could. But his little
boat soon slipped out of sight. All
afternoon he searched for the boat.
Finally, when it was too dark to look
any longer, Tom sadly went home.
A few days later, on the way home
from school, Tom spotted a boat
just like his in a store window. When
he got closer, he could see—sure
enough—it was his! Tom hurried
to the store manager: “Sir, that’s
my boat in your window! I made
it!” “Sorry, son, but someone else
brought it in this morning. If you
want it, you’ll have to buy it.” Tom
reached into his pocket and placed
the money in the manager’s hand.
As he left the store, Tom hugged his
boat and said, “Now you’re twice
mine. First, I made you and now I
bought you.”

APPLY

GENERATIONS MOBILE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Materials: Craft sheet, white
string, red string, hole punch,
scissors, and crayons.
Directions: Cut out the mobile.
Fold it in half, and punch holes
where indicated. Students can
color and cut out the men on
the second page. Punch a hole in
the top of each figure, and have
students use string to attach
the figures to the mobile. Make
sure that they put the men in this
order. Add yarn at the top for
hanging.
Generations Mobile
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1
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LESSON 13

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Read Psalm 23 (or another familiar Davidic psalm) to the children.
Ask them who wrote it. Explain
that the author, David, was one
of Israel’s most beloved kings and
was called “a man after God’s own
heart.” When today’s Bible story
took place, Israel did not have a
king, but we are going to learn
about David’s great-grandmother
and great-great-grandmother.
Their family also would one day
include Israel’s Messiah, Jesus.
GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY & MAN’S
RESPONSIBILITY
R. B Kuiper, during his days as a
guest lecturer at Calvin Seminary
(Grand Rapids, Michigan), once
used the following illustration
of God’s sovereignty and man’s
responsibility: “I liken them to
two ropes going through two
holes in the ceiling and over a
pulley above. If I wish to support
myself by them, I must cling to
them both. If I cling only to one
and not the other, I go down.
Explain that in today’s story we’re
going to see God sovereignly
accomplishing His will through
the faithful actions of Naomi,
Ruth, and, Boaz.

ILLUSTRATE

FLIGHT 191
An unexpected delay in New York
kept a would-be passenger from
catching Flight 191 in Chicago,
which crashed with all 254
passengers aboard. However, the
story is told of another passenger,
Edwards E. Elliott, the beloved
pastor of the Garden Grove
Orthodox Presbyterian Church in
California, who ran to make the
same flight—and made it! His plane
from Pennsylvania was late, and a
friend who had accompanied him
to Chicago said he last saw him
“dashing forward” in the terminal
to make his connection. Reverend
Elliott didn’t know he was running
to Heaven. The sovereignty of God
was indeed operating in both cases.
GOD APPOINTED A FISH
Jonah’s deliverance came in the
form of a fish. A fish that God
created, sustained, and called into
action at the exact moment that
Jonah was cast overboard the ship
headed to Tarshish (Jonah 1:17).

APPLY

THE VIRTUOUS WIFE MEMORY
GAME
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 1.
Photocopy “The Virtuous Wife
Memory Game” page on cardstock, and cut out the cards. Place
the cards face down. The goal is to
match a passage from the book of
Ruth with a similar passage from
Proverbs 31. Write the list of
godly traits on the board for the
children to view. If a child turns
over one card from each book,
he should evaluate whether they
describe the same godly trait.
If the cards describe the same
trait, the child should guess what
trait is being described (from list
on board). If the child guesses
correctly, he can keep the cards.
Godly Trait Matching Cards
Devotion to her family (Ruth
1:15–18; Prov 31:28–29)
Delight in her work (Ruth 2:2;
Prov 31:13)
Diligence in her labor (Ruth 2:7,
17, 23; Prov 31:14–18)
Dedication to the godly (Ruth
2:10, 13; Prov 31:26)
Dependence on God (Ruth 2:12;
Prov 31: 25b, 30)
Dressing with care (Ruth 3:3;
Prov 31:22, 25a)
Discretion with men (Ruth
3:6–13; Prov 31:10–12, 23)
Delivering of blessings (Ruth
4:14–15; Prov 31:31)
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