TEACHER BOOK
YEAR 2

BOOK 3

Text: Copyright © 2016. Generations of Grace. All Rights Reserved.
Illustrations: Copyright © 2016. Chad Frye. All Rights Reserved. (www.chadfrye.com)
Generations of Grace
13248 Roscoe Blvd.
Sun Valley, CA 91352
www.generationsofgrace.com
Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®)
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
ISBN 978-1-4951-8705-6

Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

WELCOME TO

Generations of Grace

2
Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word
so that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each
lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry
and home as God uses it to edify your teachers, evangelize your children, and
encourage your families.

Study the Lesson
This section is designed to edify and equip teachers and to guide you through the preparation of an age appropriate Bible lesson.
•
•
•
•

Central Truth – Identifies the theme and focal point of lesson.
Supporting Truths – Provides appropriate objectives for mastering the central truth.
Spotlight on the Gospel – Explains how each lesson connects to the gospel.
Lesson Commentary – Communicates the truth of each lesson to the teacher’s heart
and mind.

Teach the Lesson
Use the child involvement resources to engage children from the moment they walk into
the classroom until pick-up time.
•
•
•

Outlines – Guide both teachers and children through the lesson.
Lesson Questions – Foster greater interaction between teacher and child.
Activities – Creative opening ideas, visual aids, and crafts to introduce, illustrate, and
apply lesson.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
•
•
•

Coloring Book
Craft Book
Activity Book

•
•

Student Journal
Family Devotional
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LESSON 32
God uses Esther to protect His people
ESTHER 1:1–10:3
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LESSON 32

God is protecting His people even
when it doesn’t seem like He is.
“For if you keep silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father’s house will perish.
And who knows whether you have not come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esth 4:14).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is in control, even when we can’t tell what

1. State that the book of Esther never mentions

He’s doing.
2. God uses “coincidences,” good actions, and bad
actions to protect His people.
3. God turns wickedness against the wicked,
but He turns disaster into deliverance for the
righteous.
4. God can protect His people even when they are
outsiders in an unbelieving world.
5. God is able to deliver without us, but it is better
for us to choose to be used by Him.

God.
2. List how God used seemingly random events
and both good and bad people for His purpose.
3. List how God turned things completely around
for Haman, the Jews’ enemies, Mordecai, and
the Jews.
4. Explain that the Jews were exiles, describe
Haman’s accusations, and list the honor the
Jews received in the end.
5. Recite Esther 4:14.
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STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
God uses Esther to protect His people • Esther 1:1–10:3

Lesson Summary
The Jews were living as exiles in a foreign, unbelieving land. During this time, Haman, an
enemy of the Jews, sought to destroy all the Jews. But even though God performed no
obvious miracles, He was still present to protect His people. He arranged for Esther to be
queen, then He worked through Esther and Mordecai to preserve His people and destroy
their enemies. Wicked men were caught in the trouble they had planned, while the godly
were exalted to positions of honor.

Spotlight on the Gospel
By preserving Israel, God preserved the line of Christ from the continuing attempts of the
Devil to destroy it. God was faithful to preserve the line of Christ before Christ came, and
He will also be faithful to complete the work Christ came to accomplish. Neither the sin
of His people nor the wickedness of their enemies will be able to separate them from the
love of God that He has shown us in Christ Jesus.
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LESSON 32

Lesson Commentary

God is protecting His people even when it
doesn’t seem like He is.
Esther is an unusual book. First, it talks a lot more
about Persia than about Israel. Persia was the new
home of the Jews after the final destruction of
Jerusalem in 586 bc (2 Kgs 25:8–12). This raises a
question: can believers survive as a distinct people of
God in an unbelieving world? Second, Esther never
mentions God. This reminds us of God’s providence—
His behind-the-scenes care and control over His creation.
Even when it is hard to see God at work, He is still
there, working through nations, kings, good people,
bad people, and “coincidences” to protect His people,
even when they live in an unbelieving culture.

Setting: Jews in high position and
remembered (1:1–2:23)
This story happened between Ezra 6 and 7 during
the reign of Ahasuerus (Esth 1:1), also known as
Xerxes, who ruled Persia from 486–465 BC. It took
place in Susa, one of Persia’s great capital cities
far away from Jerusalem. Susa was powerful and
ridiculously luxurious (1:1–8), but its king lacked
power over himself, his family, and his kingdom
(1:9–12, 19). At the advice of his silly wise men,
Ahasuerus’ family problem
grew into an empire-wide
THINK ABOUT IT
emergency (1:13–22). How
The Protector of
would the Jews survive as
Israel does not
slumber or sleep
God’s people under such a
(Ps 121:4).
lousy leader?

8

But God often uses even inept leaders to protect His
people, as He had used Ahasuerus’ father (Ezra 6)
and would use Ahasuerus’ son (Ezra 7). In the 1st of
at least nine “coincidences” in this story, God used
Ahasuerus’ passion to select a Jewish orphan, out of
all the women in Persia, to replace Vashti as queen
(Esth 2:1–18). Then in a 2nd “coincidence,” Esther’s
cousin and adoptive father, Mordecai, overheard a
plot against the king (2:21–22), and his loyalty was
recorded in the king’s book (2:23). God had put
Esther on the throne and Mordecai in the record
book, perfectly positioned to protect His people
when the time came.

Crisis: A plot against the Jews (3:1–
4:17)
Ignoring loyal Mordecai, incompetent Ahasuerus
exalted wicked Haman to 2nd in command. Haman
was a descendant of Agag, the wicked Amalekite
king captured by Saul and killed by Samuel (1 Sam
15). The Amalekites were the treacherous nation
who attacked Israelite stragglers from behind during
their flight from Egypt (Deut 25:17–18). Haman was
Israel’s worst nightmare come true, a hater of Israel
with immense power. But as Saul had toppled Agag,
so Saul’s relative would topple Haman. Mordecai
was a Benjamite, descended from the same family as
Saul (Esth 2:5; 1 Sam 9:1). Consistent with his family
background, Mordecai refused to bow before Haman
(3:2). Mordecai and Haman were arch-enemies, the
3rd “coincidence.”
True to his heritage, Haman retaliated against
Mordecai by seeking the annihilation of every
Jew (3:6). Like other enemies throughout history,
Haman mixed truth with lies, using the Jews’ unique
customs to falsely accuse them of not fitting in with
society (3:8). Ahasuerus, caring only to protect his
own authority, did not even bother to ask who these
people were (3:10–11). Even the non-Jews were
horrified, for when a wicked man rules, the people
groan (3:15; Prov 29:2).
Mordecai urged Esther
THINK ABOUT IT
to take action (4:4–9).
When God’s
providence
He didn’t tell Esther,
puts believers in
“God needs you.”
influential positions,
Instead, he said that
He expects them to
God always has a way
use their influence
to deliver His people
for His glory and His
people’s good.
(4:13–14). But then
Mordecai called Esther
to act boldly anyway.
If she did not act, she and her family would suffer for
not using her position to honor God and protect His
people.

Climax: Haman caught in his own plot
(5:1–8:2)
Esther acted boldly (5:1–3), then she also acted
skillfully by delaying twice in order to entice
Ahasuerus into committing beforehand to grant her
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request (5:4–8). This shows that God’s providence
does not rule out courage and cunning, but Esther’s
delay was also part of God’s secret plan. In between
the two banquets, God arranged for Haman’s anger
against Mordecai to boil over, then for Haman’s wife
and friends to suggest executing Mordecai the very
next day (5:9–14). Haman thought all would be well.
But God arranged a sleepless night for the king, a 4th
“coincidence” and the turning point of the story (6:1).
The king asked for the book of records to be read,
which led to a 5th “coincidence”: his servants happened
to read the part about Mordecai (6:2). Then a 6th
“coincidence”: the king, who failed to reward Mordecai
five years earlier, asked about the reward (6:3). Then a
7th “coincidence”: Haman, driven by his evil schemes,
arrived early in the morning just when the king wanted
advice (6:5). Finally, an 8th “coincidence”: when the
king asked for advice, he failed to mention who was to
be honored (6:6). God does indeed work behind the
scenes.
So Haman, scheming for honor, planned his own
humiliation—all this while the man he planned to
execute was given the highest honor (6:10–12)! Even
Haman’s family realized he had already lost (6:13–14).
After all, God had a history of cursing those who curse
His people Israel (Gen 12:3).
After the turning point
in chapter 6, everything
began to go in reverse.
Esther skillfully identified
Haman as the Jews’ enemy
(Esth 7:1–6). Then the
9th “coincidence”: the
king, having stomped off
in a rage, came back just
in time to see Haman standing over Esther’s couch
(7:7–8). This, along with timely news of Haman’s plans
(7:9), sealed Haman’s demise: the one who set a trap
for others was caught in the trap himself (7:10; Prov
26:27), while the wealth of the wicked was given to
THINK ABOUT IT
Those who honor
themselves will
be humbled,
but those
who humble
themselves will
be honored (Luke
14:11).

the righteous (Esth 8:1–2; Prov 13:22). God is just,
punishing and rewarding according to each person’s
actions.

Resolution: The plot against the Jews
undone (8:1–9:19)
All along selfish Ahasuerus really only cared about
having a smiling queen, so the Jews were not safe yet.
So Esther cleverly appealed to her own happiness
(8:3–6), persuading the king to give Mordecai the
power to issue a new decree (8:8–14). Confusion in
the city (3:15) turned into rejoicing (8:15; Prov 29:2).
The Jews’ mourning and fasting (4:3) turned into joy
and celebration (8:17a). The Jews’ fear of others (4:4)
turned into others fearing them (8:17b). The anticipated hateful destruction of the Jews (3:5, 13) turned into
the destruction of those who hated the Jews (9:1–16).
Because of God’s providential power, all the evil
intentions of wicked men were undone, bringing about
just the opposite of what had been planned (9:1).

Outcome: Jews remember and enjoy high
position (9:20–10:3)
This sudden reversal has been remembered ever since
by a holiday called Purim (9:20–32). Named after the
lots Haman had cast to determine the fateful day, Purim
is a reminder that God is faithful to preserve the line
of the Messiah despite the ongoing attempts of Satan
to eliminate it (Gen 22:17–18). In addition, Mordecai’s
rise to power and care for the Jews show that God’s
people can live successfully even in a foreign, unbelieving world (10:3).
About 450 years later, the Messiah came and brought
about a reversal even greater than the one in Esther. He
overthrew the evil one, turned death into life, defeat
into victory, slavery into freedom, and sin into righteousness (Col 2:13–15). Because of Christ’s victory,
we, like Israel, can hope in God as we live in a foreign,
unbelieving world. For as God was faithful to send the
Messiah once, He will do so again, when Jesus comes
to take over the government and rule as the Prince of
Peace (Isa 9:6–7; Zech 9:9–10).
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Lesson Outline

God is protecting His people even when it doesn’t seem like He is.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Esther became queen of Persia (1:1–2:23).
Haman hated Mordecai and wanted to kill all the Jews (3:1–15).
Mordecai told Esther and Esther told the king (4:1–7:6).
God created everything by speaking (1:14–30).
The king hanged Haman and the Jews defeated their enemies (7:7–9:19).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Setting: Jews in high position and
remembered (1:1–2:23).
• Esther replaced Vashti as queen
(1:1–2:18).
• Mordecai stopped a plot and was
remembered in the record book
(2:19–23).
2. Crisis: A plot against the Jews (3:1–
4:17).
• Haman the Agagite hated Mordecai
the Jew (3:1–5).
• King Ahasuerus let Haman decree
death for all Jews (3:6–15).
• Mordecai urged Esther to use her
position to save the Jews (4:1–17).

10

3. Climax: Haman’s plot catches Haman
(5:1–8:2).
• Esther bravely came to Ahasuerus
(5:1–7).
• Haman set up a stake on which to
execute Mordecai (5:9–14).
• Ahasuerus could not sleep and made
Haman honor Mordecai (6:1–14).
• Haman was accused by Esther and
hung on his own gallows (7:1–10).
• Esther was given Haman’s property
as a reward (8:1–2).
4. Resolution: The plot against the Jews
undone (8:1–9:19).
• Esther again used her position to
save the Jews (8:3–8).
• King Ahasuerus let Mordecai
decree that the Jews could defend
themselves (8:9–17).
• The Jews defeated all their enemies
who hated them (9:1–19).
5. Outcome: Jews remember and enjoy
high position (9:20–10:3).
• Purim remembers how Mordecai
and Esther stopped Haman’s plot
(9:20–32).
• Mordecai replaced Haman as second
in command of Persia (10:1–3).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What beautiful Jewish orphan became queen of Persia?
Esther.
2.	Who was Esther’s cousin who cared so much about his people?
Mordecai.
3. Who was the wicked man who tried to kill all the Jews?
Haman.
4.	Did God stop Haman and protect the Jews?
Yes.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. Why doesn’t the book of Esther ever mention God’s name?
This illustrates for us that even when we can’t see God at work, God is still real, and
He is still protecting His people.
2. Why didn’t Haman and Mordecai like each other?
Since the time of Agag and Saul, their families were archenemies. Haman’s family
always wanted to destroy Israel, and Mordecai’s family defended Israel.
3. How did God prepare to protect His people Israel?
He put Esther on the throne and Mordecai in the record book of the king.
4. How did Mordecai persuade Esther to speak up for her people?
He said that God did not need her, but that God had put her in a place of power and
would hold her accountable to do the right thing.
5. How many “coincidences” can you remember? What do they show us about God?
See the commentary for nine different “coincidences.” This shows us that God is in
control even of events that seem “random.”
6. What were some ways God paid the wicked back for their wickedness?
Haman had to honor the man he hated. Haman was hanged on his own stake. Those
who planned to kill the Jews were themselves killed.
7. What were some ways God blessed His people?
God made Mordecai second in command, saved the lives of all the Jews, and caused
them to be honored by the other people in Persia.
8. What is Purim?
Purim is the holiday when Jews remember how God used Esther to rescue them. It
reminds us that God is faithful to save through Jesus Christ.
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LESSON 32

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HOLIDAYS
Begin by discussing modern holidays—political holidays such as
Independence Day or Memorial
Day, or religious holidays such
as Easter or Christmas. Ask
the children why we celebrate
each of these holidays and what
special things their families do
to celebrate. Tell the children
that today they will learn about a
Jewish holiday. They should listen
carefully during class to see if
they can remember the name of
this holiday and what the Jewish
people remember by celebrating
it.

12

CHOICE OR CHANCE?
Write the name of each child on
a slip of paper and put all of the
slips of paper in a hat. During
class, pull names out of the hat
to help with classroom duties
(line leader, lesson helper, etc.).
Explain that even though at times
it might seem like things happen
by chance, God really is the one
who controls all things. Tell the
children that in today’s lesson
they will hear about many things
that seem to have happened
randomly, but God was in control
of them all.

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

PUZZLING TIMES
VISUAL AIDS
Use various props, and explain
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
how each one’s use changed
Materials: Craft sheet, construcas the story progressed. Use a
tion paper,scissors, glue, and
crown when speaking of Vashti,
crayons.
but later give it to Esther. Use
a rolled-up paper “scroll” to
Directions: Draw a puzzle grid
symbolize the record made of
over the craft sheet, and make
Mordecai saving the king; later,
a copy for each student. Cut
the scroll can be read when
the pieces apart, and give each
the king cannot sleep. Use a
student a set to assemble and
badge to symbolize Haman’s
glue onto a sheet of construcauthority, and later give it to
tion paper. Once their puzzles
Mordecai. Use a noose when
are complete, the students can
you talk about Haman’s plot,
color the picture. Use this craft
but later explain that Haman
was hanged with his own noose.
to explain that sometimes we
Use a sword when talking about
cannot see how God is using
Haman’s plan to kill the Jews;
situations in our lives, just as we
later, the sword can symbolize
cannot initially see how a single
the destruction of the Jews’
puzzle piece fits into the whole.
enemies. Each time you describe a “later” use, emphasize
Puzzling Times
God’s sovereign plan.
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
ONE PIECE AT A TIME
Color a coloring sheet and cut
it into smaller pieces. As you
teach, reassemble the pieces
one at a time. Explain that
just as the children did not
know what picture you were
assembling, the Jews did not
know God’s complete plan until
the end.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

A FOREIGN LAND
Talk in a foreign language and/
or describe a foreign custom
that would sound unusual to the
children. Ask them to imagine living
in a place where no one speaks
your language and where they
don’t do things the same as you. In
our lesson today, the Jews were
living in a foreign land—Persia.

GOD’S PLAN UNFOLDS
Copy a simple drawing onto the
board, line by line. Have the children
try to guess what you’re drawing.
Explain that God often does something similar: He has a wonderful
plan but reveals the plan a little at a
time. While His plan is unfolding, we
can try to guess what He is doing,
but we often will not guess correctly
until He reveals His entire plan.

BY ORDER OF THE KING
Help the children understand the
vulnerability and helplessness
that Esther and the Jews must
have felt at being out of control of
their circumstances by playing a
game. Choose a “king” (preferably
a teacher or assistant), and tell him
to be as fickle and indiscriminate as
he would like. Have some children
stand before him and, one at a time,
try to please him in some way—by
being friendly, funny, desperately
sad, etc. If the king chooses to be
pleased, he extends his scepter
and “spares” the child. Explain that
in today’s lesson, the children will
learn about the danger God’s people faced living under a bad ruler.
But God used even the bad ruler to
preserve and honor His people.

OUT OF CONTROL
Help the children to think through
situations that are beyond their
control (for example: getting sick
or injured, being treated unfairly,
winning or losing a competition,
having plans ruined because of
bad weather, etc.). These types of
situations are beyond our control,
but nothing is beyond God’s control.
He knows all things and controls all
things. He is involved in the affairs
of the world, from entire nations
to individuals (Isa 40:17, 23). He
created and controls the seasons
(Gen 1:14; Lev 26:4). All authorities,
along with their rules and decisions,
are instituted by Him (Rom 13:1).
And all good things are gifts from
Him (Jas 1:17).

APPLY

PAPER-DOLL FIGURES
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
brads, glue, tape, and crayons.
Directions: Have students color
and cut out the four characters
on the craft sheet. Cut out 8
half circle base pieces. Cut four
half circles from the straight
edge along the black line. Tape
the curved part of these to each
character. Next cut the other
four half circles from the curved
edge up to the black line. Attach
these to the half circles that are
already taped to the characters
to form a stand. Use a brad
to attach the king’s arm to his
sleeve. Glue on the king’s crown
and Esther’s crown.

Paper-Doll Figures
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

OUR PLANS VERSUS HIS PLANS
Divide the class into two teams,
and have them compete in some
simple games. The games should be
obviously unfair; “fix” each one so
that a particular team will win.

MASTER PLAN
Set up a chessboard and
begin moving the pieces
around. Explain that God is
doing something like this as He
controls all the events of this
world—from the big decisions
of important rulers to the little
“coincidences” of life. In a much
greater way than an accomplished chess player, God has a
“master” plan He is executing
that encompasses the entire
world.

COURAGEOUS INFLUENCE
Ask the children to list positions
of influence. Guide answers to
include government, cultural
influence like that of celebrities,
the power of the rich, etc. How
should believers who enjoy
such positions use their power?
Now have the children list areas
in which they themselves have
influence. This can be as simple
as the influence they have on
their friends. Do they see their
positions of influence as part of
God’s providential plan? How
can they get in the habit now of
using their influence for God’s
glory and the good of God’s
people? Could this expose them
to ridicule or danger? What
can give them courage despite
difficulty or danger?

Examples: Have the teams compete
to build the highest tower, but give
more blocks to one team. Have them
play tug-of-war, but adjust the rope
or relative strength of one team. Tell
them to have a bouncing contest,
but give one team better balls.
These games likely will frustrate the
children as they realize that there
is nothing they can do to alter the
outcome. Explain to the class that
Mordecai, Esther, and the Jews
faced a similar difficulty. But God,
who is perfectly good and loving,
sovereignly determines the outcome
of every situation. Haman thought
he could manipulate events for his
own wicked purposes, but God was
in control, protecting His people.

STILL ACCOUNTABLE
God is completely sovereign,
but that does not mean that
we are not accountable for our
actions. Read Acts 2:23 as a
class. Explain that God, from
eternity past (2 Tim 1:9; Rev
13:8), determined that Jesus
would die on a cross for sin, but
those who nailed Jesus to the
cross were still held accountable for their sin.

LIVING FOR GOD IN A SINFUL
WORLD
List some things that our culture
thinks are normal and okay, but are
not right according God’s standard.
Ask the children what they think
about these things. Can you still live
a godly life if you live in a culture
that embraces these things?

14
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LESSON 33
God uses Daniel to interpret the king’s dream
DANIEL 2:1–49
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God alone has wisdom and power
to rule over all.
“And in the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be
destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another
people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms
and bring them to an end, and it shall stand
forever” (Dan 2:44).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God rules over the kingdoms of
earth.
2. God knows all things and all
knowledge comes from Him.
3. God will establish His kingdom on
the earth forever.
4. God uses people who remain faithful
while waiting for His kingdom.
5. God’s future kingdom motivates
Christians to live godly lives.

1. List the kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream.
2. Define “omniscience,” and explain how God
proved it in this story.
3. Identify the part of the dream that
represented God’s coming kingdom.
4. Explain how Daniel and his friends were
faithful to God in Babylon.
5. Discuss whether the coming kingdom is
worth the struggle of living a godly life.
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Lesson Summary
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2 reveals God’s sovereign control over the kingdoms of earth. He alone knows all things. He alone establishes kings and removes
kings. Through Daniel God revealed that four kingdoms would follow the Babylonian
kingdom. After the rise of these kingdoms, God will establish His kingdom on earth at
Christ’s second coming. God the Son—Jesus Christ, will rule this kingdom, which will
have no end.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Even now Christ and the Father rule from heaven over all the kingdoms of the earth,
and one day Christ will return to establish His own glorious kingdom on earth. Let
every unbeliever submit to Him as King before it is too late. Let every believer serve the
King with a godly life, turn to God for wisdom and knowledge, and endure with hope,
looking forward to living in His kingdom on earth forever.

T WEEK
LAS

God uses Esther to protect
His people
Esther 1:1–10:3

WEEK
THIS

God uses Daniel to
interpret the king’s
dream
Daniel 2:1–49

T WEEK
NEX

God protects Daniel’s
friends
Daniel 3:1–30

EXILE
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LESSON 33

Lesson Commentary

God alone has wisdom and power to rule
over all.
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem in 605 bc (Dan
1:1). Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah,were taken to Babylon to be trained for
the king’s service (1:3–6). Yet they were determined
to remain faithful to God (1:8).God honored Daniel’s
obedience by giving him favor with the official
(1:9–14) and knowledge even of visions and dreams
(1:17). Even though Daniel
was only fifteen years old
THINK ABOUT IT
when he was taken to
Daniel’s life shows
Babylon, he rose to leaderthat those who
live holy lives are
ship and faithfully served
greatly used by
God and human kings for
God (2 Tim 2:21).
over seventy years (1:21).
During this time, Daniel wrote the book of Daniel to
the Jews living in exile. They had been torn out of
the Promised Land because of their unrepentant sin,
and now God’s plan for Israel seemed ruined. But
Daniel encouraged the Jews: have hope, because God
is sovereign! He rules over Gentile nations (Daniel
2–7) and He is committed to restoring Israel (Daniel
8–12).This message begins spectacularly as God sent
Nebuchadnezzar a frightening dream (2:1). This dream
pictured God’s reign in the present and His eternal
kingdom in the future, and it also proved His sovereignty by showing that He alone has the wisdom and
power to rule over all.

God gave Nebuchadnezzar a troubling
dream (2:1–13)
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The Babylonians believed that dreams were messages
from the gods, and the ancient astrologers and
sorcerers had devised ways of interpreting dreams.
However, the king wanted the men not only to
interpret the dream, but also to tell him what the
dream was (2:5). He was suspicious of these so-called
wise men. How could he trust their interpretation
if they could not tell him the dream (2:9)?When the
magicians failed, Nebuchadnezzar angrily commanded
that all the wise men be put to death, including Daniel
and his friends (2:12).

The magicians’ failure shows how futile their magic
was (2:10). They complained that only a god could
know the king’s dream, and they were right!(2:11).
Apart from the true God, human wisdom is foolish
(1 Cor 1:20), lacks understanding (1 Cor 2:14), and is
spiritually blind (2 Cor 4:4). They were also right that
their gods did not communicate with humans, because their gods were worthless idols,unable to reveal
anything about the past or the future (Isa 41:22–24;
44:12–20). Those who worship such idols are fools
(Isa 44:19). On the other hand, there is a God unlike
any idol, who both knows and speaks to man (Isa
42:8–9).

God revealed Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
to Daniel (2:14–30)
Daniel stopped Arioch, the captain of the king’s
guard,before the executions began. Daniel knew that
only the God of Israel could reveal the dream, because
He gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream (cf. Gen 41:25;
Job 7:14). So Daniel and his friends did what godly
people do when faced
with an impossible task:
THINK ABOUT IT
they prayed, trusting
The prayer of a
God’s power and
righteous man
accomplishes much
depending on God’s
(Jas 5:16).
mercy (Dan 2:18).
When God revealed the dream and its meaning to
Daniel, Daniel praised God (2:19). He praised Him
for being the sovereign God. He alone is in absolute
control of all things, at all times, in all places. We see
God’s sovereignty in His wisdom and power (2:20).
First, in His wisdom He revealed the dream to Daniel,
showing that God is omniscient. He knows everything
at all times, even matters that are beyond human knowledge (1 John 3:20), including every thought (Ps 139:2)
and every secret thing (Heb 4:13). He alone gives
knowledge to whomever He wishes (Dan 2:21–22).
Second, His power was clear from the dream itself,
which showed, as we will see, that God rules over
history and governments (2:21).
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Daniel knew this, so he took no credit for himself
and made it clear that no human could do what
Nebuchadnezzar asked (2:27). He magnified the “God in
heaven who reveals mysteries,” not himself (2:28).God is
King, and Daniel was content simply to be His servant.

God revealed His future eternal kingdom
(2:31–49)
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream had two parts, a statue
(2:31–33)and a rock (2:34–35). But before explaining
the details, Daniel emphasized the main point: the
God of heaven is sovereign over the affairs of earth,
and the kingdom, power,
strength, and glory that
THINK ABOUT IT
Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed
Those who
were given by God(2:37).
believe seek
Nebuchadnezzar was the
to honor God
head of gold, but he would
rather than be
honored by
be wise to humbly bow in
men (John 5:44).
allegiance to the King of
kings.
After the Babylonian kingdom an inferior kingdom
would arise, represented by the silver chest and arms
(2:38). This was the Medo-Persian kingdom led by Cyrus
the Great. The Medo-Persian Empire would dominate
the Middle East for 208 years (539–331 bc). Then in
332 bc the armies of Alexander the Great attacked and
defeated the Medo-Persian Empire. The Greek Empire,
represented by the bronze belly and thighs (2:39), would
dominate for the next 185 years (331–146 bc). The
fourth kingdom was represented by the iron legs. Like
iron, the powerful Roman kingdom would “break and
crush” all the others (2:40).
The toes of clay and iron represented a version of Rome
that is still future. The toes were composed of clay and
iron because the kingdom will not be unified (2:41).
This revived Roman Empire will consist of 10 kingdoms
or nations (7:24), which will reign until God establishes
His kingdom on the earth (2:44). At Christ’s second
coming, this confederation of kings will be destroyed

and Christ will reign forever
THINK ABOUT IT
Our final destiny
(2:44). God will establish His
is to live and reign
kingdom to be ruled by God
with Christ on a
the Son—Jesus Christ (2:45).
perfect earth.
Like the stone in the vision,
Christ’s kingdom will have
its source in heaven (John 18:36) but will be located on
earth, filling the whole world (Ps 2:6–9; Dan 7:13–27;
Rev 21:1–22:5).
Nebuchadnezzar responded by honoring Daniel and
acknowledging God’s sovereignty (2:46–47).That is
why God gave Nebuchadnezzar this dream—to show
that there is a God who is sovereign over all. Even now
He is ruling over all human kings and over everything
that happens on the earth. That is good news and
brings great peace to those who love Him (Rom 8:28).
It encourages believers to live godly lives even when
they are ruled by wicked human governments (1 Pet
2:13–19).
But there is even better news: the world will not always
be this way. One day Christ will establish His own
glorious kingdom. This is a fearful day for those who do
not believe, for He will first destroy all the wicked earthly
kingdoms (Rev 19:15). But it is a day of joy for all who
believe, for they will live in His presence and reign with
Him upon an earth that has been renewed and set free
from the curse, free from all tears and pain forever and
ever (Rev 21:1; 22:3–5).
This should drive us to holiness, evangelism, and a longing for Jesus’ return (1 Pet 1:13–21; Rev 22:6–21). Every
person must acknowledge that there is a God in heaven
who rules over the kingdoms of earth. The day is quickly
approaching when every knee will bow to Him (Rom
14:11). In light of this future reality, let every unbeliever
bow before God now and seek Him while He may be
found (Isa 55:6–7; 2 Cor 6:2). As for the believer, may he
live a holy life useful to His Master (2 Tim 2:21). May he
endure with hope, looking forward to living forever with
Christ the King on the new earth.
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Lesson Outline

God alone has wisdom and power to rule over all.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
God showed His sovereignty by:
1. Giving Nebuchadnezzar a scary dream (2:1–13).
2. Telling Daniel about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (2:14–35).
3. Ruling over human kingdoms and promising His eternal kingdom (2:36–2:49).
AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God gave Nebuchadnezzar a troubling
dream (2:1–13).
• Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that
greatly troubled him (2:1).
• Nebuchadnezzar told the wise
men to tell him the dream and its
meaning (2:2–11).
• The wise men could not tell him the
dream and were sentenced to death
(2:12–13).

2. God revealed Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream to Daniel (2:14–30).
• Daniel requested time to pray and
ask God to reveal the dream (2:14–
16).
• God revealed the dream and its
meaning to Daniel (2:17–19).
• Daniel praised God for revealing the
dream to him (2:20–23).
• Daniel went to Nebuchadnezzar to
reveal his dream (2:24–30).
3. God revealed His future eternal
kingdom (2:31–49).
• The dream was about the great
statue and the great rock (2:31–35).
• The statue represented the five
kingdoms of the earth (2:36–43).
• The rock represented the kingdom
of God (2:44–45).
• Nebuchadnezzar praised God and
honored Daniel (2:46–49).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did Nebuchadnezzar order that all the wise men in Babylon be killed?
They could not reveal his dream.
2.	What did Daniel do when he heard Nebuchadnezzar wanted to kill him?
He asked for more time because he believed that God would reveal the dream to him.
3.	What did Daniel tell Nebuchadnezzar before he interpreted the dream?
Daniel told the king that God had revealed the dream to him. He wanted to make sure
that the king knew that God deserved the praise for what Daniel was able to do.
4.	What can we learn about God from the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream?
We learn that God rules over the kingdoms of the earth.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did the king call all his wise men?
The king had a dream, and he wanted the wise men to tell him what the dream was
before telling him what it meant.
2.	Could any of the king’s wise men tell the king what his dream was about?
No. None of them could tell him about the dream.
3.	What did the king do because no one could tell him his dream?
He sent out the captain of his guard to execute all the wise men.
4.	What did Daniel do when he heard the news of the death sentence?
Daniel asked the king for some time before all the wise men were killed. Daniel and his
friends prayed, asking God to have mercy and to reveal the dream so that they would
not die.
5.	How did God answer Daniel?
God revealed the king’s dream and its interpretation to Daniel.
6.	What did Daniel tell the king?
Daniel said that the God of heaven revealed the dream and its meaning. He then
revealed the dream and its interpretation to the king.
7.	What did the king’s dream mean?
That God had given Nebuchadnezzar his kingdom, power, strength, and glory. Each of
the levels in the statue represented a kingdom that would come to power after Babylon.
8.	What did the stone represent?
The stone represented God’s kingdom that He will establish on the earth when Jesus
returns.
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LESSON 33

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

CONCEAL AND REVEAL, PART 1
Before class time, hide various
objects that the children will search
for. These items will be used later
in the lesson. The items that could
be hidden are: a crown; a rock; gold,
silver, bronze, iron, and clay-looking
materials; and some dust in a bag.
Remind them that in today’s lesson,
the king had a problem that he
couldn’t solve. He needed God’s
help to find the answer to his
problem. God used Daniel to give
the solution to the king’s dream.
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SOVEREIGNTY
Ask the children who is in charge of
the class. Who plans what happens
in the class and who controls what
happens? The teacher does. Ask
them who is in charge of the world
and universe. God is in charge.
Ask them whether God plans
what happens to everything in the
universe. Then ask whether everything happens according to His
plans. The children should begin to
realize that God is sovereign over all
that happens in life—that nothing is
outside His control, including their
lives and all that happens. Ask the
children how they should respond
knowing that God is sovereign over
all that happens.

ILLUSTRATE

CONCEAL AND REVEAL, PART 2
During the lesson, utilize the
items found during “Conceal and
Reveal, Part 1” as visual aids.
DESTROYING THE STATUE
Materials: Five shoeboxes of the
same size, enlarged picture of the
statue, glue, markers.
Directions: Place the shoeboxes
on top of each other and draw
an enlarged the statue to be the
same height. Cut out the statue
so that each part fits on one of
the shoeboxes. As you come to
the portion of the lesson where
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is
explained, you can use this visual
to illustrate each portion of the
statue.

APPLY

GOD REVEALS A SECRET
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, gold,
silver, bronze, and black glitter or
crayons, scissors, and glue.
Directions: Pre-cut around the
box containing the idol. Using
crayons or glitter, children
should decorate each part of the
idol with the appropriate color
(head: gold; chest/arms: silver;
waist/thighs: bronze; feet: black
or gray). Cut along the dark
lines to form flaps, leaving a tab
on the left side. They should
glue the tab onto the template
page and fold back the pieces
along the dotted line. When
they lift the flaps, they will be
able to read what each part of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream meant.

God Reveals a Secret
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

ANIMAL RIDDLES
Bring to class some pictures of common animals. Do not let the children
see the pictures. Select one child to
be “it,” and attach a picture to his back
so that the rest of the class can see it
but he cannot. Have the other children
give clues to the animal’s identity
(without naming the animal). Tell the
children that in today’s lesson, Daniel
has to find out from God what King
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is. Daniel
prays to God instead of trying to guess
what the dream might have been.
SIGNS FROM GOD
Bring in several symbols (or logos) to
show the children. Askif they can identify what each symbol (logo) stands
for. For example, a heart symbolizes
love, and a wedding ring symbolizes
marriage. Explain that a symbol is an
object that stands for something else.
An example the children may remember is Joseph’s dream of the sheaves
and stars (Gen 37:1–11). Instruct the
children to listen to today’s lesson
and to note what each portion of
the symbol stood for. God used this
symbol to teach Nebuchadnezzar
about the future.

DANIEL REVEALS THE KING’S
DREAM
Use this activity to illustrate the
fact that the revelation of the
king’s dream was by God’s power.
During the teaching time, have
one of the children, designated
as King Nebuchadnezzar, go into
another room to view a picture.
The picture represents the dream
that Nebuchadnezzar had. Next,
ask the class to reveal the king’s
“dream,” which they will not be
able to do since they have not
seen the picture. Designate a
child to be Daniel. Daniel should
go into the other room and also
see the picture. He can then
return to the classroom and
reveal the dream.
FIVE CROWNS
Create five crowns of increasing
sizes. They should fit inside one
another. Several times throughout the lesson, show a larger
crown that will cover up the
preceding crown. The final crown
will represent Christ’s reign.

APPLY

ACCORDION BOOK: “DANIEL
PRAISES GOD”
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
glue, brads, double-sided tape,
and crayons.
Directions: Have students cut
around the outside edge of each
set of three square frames (not
cutting the squares apart). Tape
these sets together on the back
of the square that has the crowns
and on the one that has the gift.
Cut 2 silts along the black lines
on the crown page. Cut out the
various pieces from the other
craft sheet. Connect the bicep
and the forearm with a brad to
the first square. Slide the crown
strip into place on the third
square. Glue the remaining pieces
to the appropriate squares.

Rightly Reflecting on Creation
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

PUZZLING
Give the children a difficult
puzzle to solve. You could jumble
the letters of a word from the
memory verse, or even the entire
memory verse, and have the
children unscramble it. Or you
could give them a riddle to solve.
Explain that in today’s lesson,
God gives King Nebuchadnezzar
a difficult problem to solve. The
king receives a message that he
cannot understand. In fact, God
gives only one man the ability to
solve the king’s riddle. Today we
will find out who that man is.

MYSTERY BAG
Put several familiar items in a
bag. Have each child reach into
the bag and, by touch, name as
many objects as he can. Discuss
the fact that trying to know
something without seeing it
can be difficult. But God knows
everything, and so we can and
must trust Him.

THE KINGDOMS
Before the lesson, as you explain
each kingdom that is represented
by the statue, have different
children come in dressed as
kings. On entering, each king
should talk about his particular
section of the statue. The first
could come in as Cyrus the Great
and could briefly talk about the
Medo-Persian kingdom, and so
on.

ANTICIPATION
We anticipate lots of things:
holidays, birthdays, trips to
the doctor, a vacation—even
a parent’s discipline after we
disobey. However, there is one
event that we must all anticipate.
It can either bring us great joy or
incredible fear. It will determine
whether we will live forever with
God in heaven or away from Him
in hell. We must anticipate God’s
return, which could happen at
any moment. Knowing that, how
should each of us respond to God
and His grace before He comes?
For those who are not saved,
this is a time to come to know
Christ as Savior. For those who
are saved, it is an opportunity to
share the gospel with as many
people as possible before Christ
returns.

APPLY

IMMINENCE
Ask the children what will
happen as the day goes on (the
church service will end, they
will go home, it will get dark,
and tomorrow morning the sun
will rise again).When we say
that something is imminent, we
mean that it is close in time or
about to occur. It could happen
at any time. Help the children
understand that Jesus’ return
could happen at any time. It
is imminent! Ask the children
what needs to be done around
their house before family or
friends come over. They may
need to clean up or prepare
food. What do they need to do
before Christmas? They have
to purchase all their Christmas
gifts. Ask them what needs to
be done before Christ comes
for all believers. They should
respond that people should be
saved and doing God’s work
while they wait for His return.
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LESSON 34
God protects Daniel’s friends
DANIEL 3:1–30
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LESSON 34

God alone is powerful to save.
“If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning ﬁery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not,
be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the golden image that you
have set up” (Dan 3:17–18).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God alone is to be served.
2. God can deliver His people from
any difficulty.
3. It is better to obey God than
man.
4. God is with His people in hard
times.
5. God will not share His glory.

1. State the reason why Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego were punished.
2. Describe the difficulty the three men faced.
3. Explain when it is right to disobey the
government.
4. Identify one blessing of God’s presence with
His people.
5. Explain why Nebuchadnezzar was wrong to
worship God alongside other gods.
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Lesson Summary
Nebuchadnezzar commanded everyone to worship the idol he had constructed, but
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship his god. Even the threat of death
could not move these men from their steadfast commitment to God. Whether God
rescued them or not, they refused to bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. However,
God demonstrated His power by preserving the men and consuming Nebuchadnezzar’s
soldiers in the flames. In the end, Nebuchadnezzar recognized God’s power to save.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished when God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
He exclaimed, “No other god is able to rescue in this way!” (3:29). That is the point: no
other god can save. God alone saves, and He saves with great power. We all face something worse than a fiery furnace, but God gave His only Son, Jesus Christ, to save us with
great power from sin and death. Will you entrust your life to Him as Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego did?

T WEEK
LAS

God uses Daniel to
interpret the king’s dream
Daniel 2:1–49

WEEK
THIS

God protects Daniel’s
friends
Daniel 3:1–30

T WEEK
NEX

God humbles
Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 4:1–37

EXILE
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LESSON 34

Lesson Commentary
God alone is powerful to save.

In Daniel 2, God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream and
a miraculous interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar rightly
acknowledged God’s supreme wisdom and knowledge,
but he did not yet understand that God was supreme
in every way (2:47). He thought he could just add God
to his collection of gods. So through the steadfast faith
and courage of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
God would teach Nebuchadnezzar and the Jews living
in exile another lesson about His greatness: God alone
is to be worshiped, for He alone has the power to save.

Nebuchadnezzar commanded everyone
to worship his gods (3:1–7)
Rather than worshiping God for His sovereign wisdom
and power (2:21), Nebuchadnezzar built a new god
who was just as ignorant and powerless as the rest of
his idols (3:1). Perhaps he was inspired by the statue
he had seen in his dream, but whatever the reason, he
quickly forgot the lesson that dream was supposed
to teach and commanded all his government officials
to worship the statue (3:5). Those who refused to
worship Nebuchadnezzar’s god would be thrown into
the fiery furnace (3:6). These furnaces, with flames
and smoke shooting out, could reach extremely high
temperatures.
But while everyone bowed low in worship of
Nebuchadnezzar’s god, three men stood tall. These
three men knew that God alone is God (Deut6:4),
that God demands the whole of our devotion (6:5),
and that He alone is to be worshiped (Exod 20:3–4).
So when human governments require believers to be
unfaithful to God, the right response is obedience to
God, not human governments (Acts 5:29). However,
even in our faithfulness to God we must continue
to show honor and respect to human leaders (1 Pet
2:17).Faithfulness to God must never become an excuse to sin. Though our ultimate authority is God, we
must strive to honor and respect our God-appointed
leaders. This is a power testimony to a watching
world. Throughout the history of the Church, men
and women have stood up and given their very lives
because they faithfully worshiped God alone.
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
refused to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s
gods (3:8–18)
As administrators over the province of Babylon
(Dan 2:49), Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were
present when the command was given to worship
Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. However, Daniel was away
at the royal court
(2:49). Given Daniel’s
godly character, it is
THINK ABOUT IT
certain that he would
We also are called
to worship God
have stood alongside
alone, no matter
his three friends had he
the consequences.
been there.
Some of the Chaldeans, wise men of Babylonian
heritage, spoke badly to the king about the Jews. They
charged that these Jews paid no attention to the king
and his command, did not serve the king’s gods, and
did not worship the idol that the king had built (3:12).
In their jealousy, these officials wanted their Jewish
rivals executed. This is often the way true believers
are treated (Ps 31:11).
THINK ABOUT IT
If we love God,
we should not be
shocked when
we are bitterly
slandered.

Nebuchadnezzar was
furious. How could
these foreigners
refuse to worship
the gods who had
conquered God’s people by destroying Jerusalem?
He scoffed, “Who is the god who will deliver you out
of my hands?” (3:15). But Nebuchadnezzar had not
yet understood the reality that God is the “God of
gods and the Lord of kings” (2:47). He did not realize
that kings and nations are in God’s hands; even
Nebuchadnezzar’s victory over Jerusalem had been
orchestrated by God (Deut 28:45–57; Isa 39:5–7).
In self-exalting pride, Nebuchadnezzar set himself
against the God of gods. A foolish mistake, for God
crushes the proud (Isa 13:11).
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had made up their
minds to serve God. Not even the smell of smoke and
the sight of flames could threaten their allegiance.
Nebuchadnezzar boasted in the power of his hand,
but these three knew that God had the power to
deliver them from the fiery furnace (3:17).
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Even if God did not rescue them, they would still not
worship the idol. They trusted God. They depended fully
on Him. They trusted His power to save (Heb 7:25). They
also trusted that His will is best even when He does not
save (Rom 12:2). This is hard to do. Sometimes we think
our situation is hopeless; we do not trust God’s power
to save. Other times we demand that God take us out
of trouble; we do not trust that God’s will is best. God’s
will is best even when He chooses to let His people
suffer, for He provides grace to endure (2 Cor 12:9),
the privilege of suffering
for His name (Phil 1:29),
THINK ABOUT IT
and the opportunity to
Being in the
grow in faith and holiness
king’s hand
(Rom 5:1–5; Jas 1:2–4).
was nothing
compared to
So we should learn from
being in the hand of
Shadrach, Meshach, and
God.
Abednego.

God demonstrated His power by
protecting Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego (3:19–30)
Nebuchadnezzar hated them for their faith. He commanded that the furnace be made as hot as possible
(Dan 3:19). His command was so urgent that the
executioners did not have time to protect themselves
from the flames (3:22). But look! Even though the
scorching flames killed the soldiers, the three Jews were
unharmed and walking about freely in the fire! By faith
they quenched the flames (Heb 11:34).
And there was a fourth
man—one “like a son of
THINK ABOUT IT
We should trust
the gods” (3:25). This
God to save
man may have been the
and to do what
pre-incarnate Christ or an
is best, just as
angel of God. God had sent
Jesus did (Matt 26:39; 1
Pet 4:19).
His messenger to be with
Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, preserving them, walking with them, and
encouraging them in the midst of the flames. No matter
what hardship or difficulties believers go through, Christ

is always with them (Matt 28:20), and the Holy Spirit is
present to encourage, bless, and sustain (Ps 139:7–10;
John 14:16–17; 1 Cor 3:16; 1 Pet 4:14).
When Nebuchadnezzar called to Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, he identified them as “servants of the
Most High God” (Dan 3:26). He praised the men for
ignoring his word, yielding their bodies to be burned,
and not worshiping any god except their God (3:28).
Once again, God had instructed Nebuchadnezzar that
He alone is God. Unlike worthless idols, the Most High
God is trustworthy (3:28) and powerful to save (3:29).
So Nebuchadnezzar commanded that all his subjects
respect and honor God.
Even so, Nebuchadnezzar still did not admit that God
alone is God, that He alone is worthy of worship.
Nebuchadnezzar had already seen God’s knowledge;
unlike idols, God knows all things and reveals knowledge to men (2:47). Now Nebuchadnezzar also saw
God’s omnipotence: unlike powerless idols, God has absolute power to do as He pleases (3:29). But even though
he called God the Most High, he still did not realize that
God alone deserves the glory, all honor and praise for His
splendor, greatness, and perfection. He would learn this
lesson next (Dan 4).
Do you believe that there is no other God who is able
to rescue in this way? Not only can He save from fire,
but with great love He saves sinners from spiritual death
(Eph 2:4–5). He can break the chains of sin that enslave
us (John 8:34–36). But there is only one way to receive
this salvation: by faith (Eph
2:8–9). Shadrach, Meshach,
THINK ABOUT IT
and Abednego show us what
Do you worship
this kind of faith looks like. It
God but
is trust in the power of God
also worship
possessions,
alone to save. It is steadfast
activities, sports,
allegiance to God alone as
attention, approval,
King (Deut 6:4–5; Mark
and self?
12:30).
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Lesson Outline

God alone is powerful to save.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God alone is worthy of worship (3:1–7).
2. God alone can be trusted to save (3:8–18).
3. God alone is powerful to save (3:19–30).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Nebuchadnezzar commanded
everyone to worship his god (3:1–7).
• Nebuchadnezzar built a great
statue covered with gold (3:1).
• Nebuchadnezzar commanded all
the officials to worship the idol
(3:2–6).
• Everyone bowed down and
worshiped the idol (3:7).

2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
worshiped God alone (3:8–18).
• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
refused to worship the idol (3:8–12).
• Nebuchadnezzar thought his power was
greater than God’s (3:13–15).
• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
trusted God’s power (3:16–18).
3. God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego with great power (3:19–30).
• Nebuchadnezzar sentenced the men to
death (3:19–23).
• God protected the men and sent an angel
to be with them (3:24–27).
• Nebuchadnezzar freed the men and
praised God for His power to save (3:28–
30).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What were the names of Daniel’s three friends?
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
2.	What did Nebuchadnezzar build?
King Nebuchadnezzar built a 90 foot statue.
3.	What did the king do to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they refused to bow
down?
He threw them into a fiery furnace.
4.	Did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego burn up?
No. God sent His angel into the furnace to be with them.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What did King Nebuchadnezzar demand all the people to do?
He commanded all the people to worship his gold statue.
2.	Did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego worship the idol?
No. They knew that God alone is to be worshiped.
3.	Why did the Chaldeans speak badly against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?
The Chaldeans were jealous of their position and hated them for their godliness.
4.	Did Nebuchadnezzar think that the three friends would survive?
No. He did not think any god could save them from his hand.
5.	Why did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego still refuse to bow down?
They believed that God could rescue them. Even if God didn’t, they knew God was in
charge and would do what was best.
6.	What was so amazing about what Nebuchadnezzar saw?
Even though his own soldiers died from the heat, the three men were walking around in
the fire unharmed, and a fourth man was with them.
7.	What did Nebuchadnezzar learn about God from this?
He learned that God is powerful to save. God is not powerless like an idol.
8.	How can you experience God’s power to save?
If you trust Jesus with all your heart, He is powerful enough to save you from sin and
hell.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

NEBUCHADNEZZAR SAYS
In ancient times, a king’s instructions were to be carefully obeyed.
By not bowing down to the golden
statue, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego showed that they were
attentive to God’s Word and trusted
in Him. Introduce the children to
the lesson by playing a game of
“Simon Says.” In this case though,
it’s“Nebuchadnezzar Says,” and
there are certain actions that
the children must not do, even if
Nebuchadnezzar says to do them.
Show them what actions they are
not to do before starting the game.
They are going to have to pay careful attention to your instructions.
In the same way, Shadrach and his
friends had to pay careful attention
to God’s Word so that they would
not disobey God even when the
king told them to.

ALL YOUR HEART
Bring a red, heart shaped, paper
cut-out to class. Show this to the
children and ask them where their
hearts are. Then ask them how
many hearts they have. Finally,
ask them if their heart can be
divided. It can’t be divided, but
when we try to love God and
idols we divide our heart. Get out
a pair of scissors and cut off part
of the heart. One part is devoted
to God and another part devoted
to something else. Use tape to
unite the heart again to illustrate
the love that Daniel’s friends had
for God.

BUT I DID RIGHT!
Ask the children for some examples
of wrong things they have done and
been punished for. Have they ever
done something good and been
punished for it? In today’s lesson
we will learn about three of Daniel’s
friends who did something right and
were punished for it.

WHAT’S THAT SMOKY SMELL?
When Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego came out of the fire
they did not smell like smoke.
Blindfold some children and ask
them what various things smell
like. In one container have liquid
smoke. Explain that this is what
Daniel’s friends should have
smelled like, but they didn’t. God
not only protected them from
being burned, He even kept them
from smelling like smoke!

APPLY

SAFE INSIDE THE FURNACE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock, black and orange construction paper, scissors, glue,
and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut pictures from
crafts sheets. Pre-cut orange
flames and black bars for the
front of the furnace. Have
children color the pictures. On
one side of the cardstock, glue
the men facing forward and
place flames and bars as shown
below. On the reverse side of
the cardstock, glue the other
picture that shows the men not
bowing in worship to the statue.

Safe Inside the Furnace
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

DO WRONG TO DO RIGHT
Ask the children whether it ever
is okay to do wrong. The children
probably will say no. But explain that
if someone tells us that we must do
something against God’s instructions, we must disobey them and
obey God instead. In today’s lesson
we will see that the king told Daniel’s
friends to do something wrong. They
obeyed God instead of the king, and
God blessed them for it.

MIRROR, MIRROR
Have a volunteer to come to the
front of the class. Explain that
you’re going to show him who each
of us naturally worships. Position
yourself with your back to the
class to conceal a mirror that only
the volunteer can see. Allow the
volunteer to look into it, but don’t
allow him to say anything. After a
few more volunteers have had the
opportunity to look into the mirror,
ask the class if they’ve figured
out the answer. Show them the
mirror and explain that we naturally
worship ourselves. We pursue our
own wants and desires.

BEING OBEDIENT IS HARD
WORK
Ask the children to perform a task
that is easy at first but then gets
more and more difficult. One example is holding your arms straight out
in front of you (hold soup cans to
make it even more difficult). Allow
a few children to participate in this
exercise. Explain that following an
instruction may be easy at first, but it
can become more difficult over time,
especially when the people around
you no longer are trying to obey.
Tell them that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego’s decision not to bow
down to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol only
got more difficult as everyone else
in Babylon bowed down, but these
three men remained obedient and
trusted God.

FIRE DRILL
Ask the children to imagine that
their house is on fire. They only
have time to grab two things as
they race out of the house to
safety. What two items would they
save? (Explain that in a real fire they
should leave everything behind and
get to safety as quickly as possible).
Allow numerous children to answer.
Were most of the answers worldly
things? Would anyone take their
Bible? Explain that these items say
a lot about what’s important to us.
Use this activity to talk about the
nature and reality of idols.

APPLY

INTO THE FIERY FURNACE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, black
construction paper, scissors, glue,
and crayons.
Directions: Have students color
and cut out the pictures from the
craft sheet. Glue the pictures to a
black sheet of construction paper.
Help students to create a furnace
from black construction paper (as
shown below).

Into the Fiery Furnace
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

WHICH HALL?
Many professional sports
leagues have a Hall of Fame
where its greatest players are
honored and remembered.
During an induction ceremony,
it’s not uncommon for an
inductee to say that he or she
had been dreaming about and
working towards this day their
entire lives. Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego may not have
dreamed about being inducted
into any Hall of Fame, but they
were. Read Hebrews 11:34 to
the class, and ask the children
which Hall of Fame they most
desire.
IT’S ALL ABOUT PRIORITIES
Give the children a list of items
to prioritize and ask them to list
the items in order of importance
from greatest to least. One list
might include eating, breathing,
and drinking. Which item must
be our greatest priority? Explain
that we make decisions like this
all the time. We think about the
things we’re going to do each
day and prioritize the ones that
matter most to us. Then ask the
children where serving God fits
on their list of daily priorities.

ILLUSTRATE

PEER PRESSURE
Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego refused to bow down
to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol, but
everyone else fell down and
worshiped the golden statue
Nebuchadnezzar had set up (Dan
3:7). It’s easy to see ourselves
standing tall next to Daniel’s
friends, but if we had actually
been in that situation it might
have been more difficult than we
think to resist joining those who
worshiped the idol. Why is this?
Peer pressure. Use this opportunity to talk about the power
of peer pressure. However, we
must not follow the crowds. We
must follow the word of God, not
turning from it to the right or the
left (Josh 1:7).
FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRS
God does not always rescue
Christians from danger.
Sometimes God allows Christians
to suffer for His name. Read a
short selection from Foxe’s Box
of Martyrs that describes one
Christian’s steadfast commitment
to God no matter the cost.

APPLY

SUFFERING FOR
SOMETHING GOOD
Ask the children whether they
ever have been disciplined
for doing something good.
Usually they are punished for
disobeying the rules and doing
something bad. Ask the children whether they would do
something if they knew it was
right but that they would also
be disciplined for it. There are
many times in our lives when
we will have the opportunity to
do something right or wrong.
Sometimes when we do the
right thing, we will not be
praised for it, and sometimes it
will even hurt us. In today’s lesson we learned that we should
always do what is right, regardless of the consequences. Give
the children some scenarios
where the consequence for
doing what is right results
in discipline or something
negative. Ask the children what
the right action would be in
this situation. Help the children
to understand that we should
always do what is right, not
matter the consequences.
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God humbles Nebuchadnezzar
DANIEL 4:1–37
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God alone deserves glory.
“I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and
his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all the
inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does
according to his will among the host of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to
him, ‘What have you done?’” (Dan 4:34b–35).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Proud people glorify themselves
instead of God.
2. God humbles the proud.
3. To be humble, repent from pride.
4. God’s greatness is to be praised.
5. God rules over all rulers of earth.

1. Discover who Nebuchadnezzar praised for his
great kingdom.
2. Explain what Nebuchadnezzar’s dream meant.
3. Describe Nebuchadnezzar’s repentance.
4. List several things worth praising about God.
5. Identify three current rulers God is ruling over.
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Lesson Summary
Over the course of his life, Nebuchadnezzar had seen God’s supreme wisdom and power.
Yet in spite of these experiences, he praised himself instead of God. Nebuchadnezzar
would have to learn the hard way that God opposes the proud. After seven years of living
like an animal, he finally submitted to the king of heaven, humbling himself and praising
God. Nebuchadnezzar had finally learned that all the nations are nothing before God,
who does as He pleases.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Everything God does is for His own glory, including salvation. That is why salvation
belongs to the humble. There is no room for the proud in the presence of God. But those
who recognize that they are nothing apart from God are welcome in His kingdom. God
graciously saves them so that they may proclaim His glory and one day even share in
God’s glory with Christ.

T WEEK
LAS

God protects Daniel’s
friends
Daniel 3:1–30

WEEK
THIS

God humbles
Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 4:1–37

T WEEK
NEX

God judges Belshazzar
for his pride
Daniel 5:1–31

EXILE
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Lesson Commentary
God alone deserves glory.

Nebuchadnezzar stubbornly resisted God’s
greatness and foolishly clung to his own. His two
previous confessions of God’s majesty and power
were short-lived (Dan 2:47; 3:28–29). The displays
of God’s wisdom and power should have humbled
him and led him to glorify God as King of kings. But
Nebuchadnezzar held tightly to his pride. So God
gave Nebuchadnezzar a second dream and urged
him to repent through his servant Daniel. Still
Nebuchadnezzar refused to glorify God, so God
humbled him. Finally, after seven miserable years, the
humbled king would proclaim God’s glory, His honor,
praise, perfection, and splendor.

God gave Nebuchadnezzar a terrifying
dream (4:1–18)
Nebuchadnezzar begins and ends his story by praising
God (4:1–3; 34b–37). In the middle he explains why
he abandoned his pride to worship the true God. He
did not keep this experience to himself, but joyfully
shared with his entire kingdom the exceeding power
and greatness of God(4:1–3). This same joy is shared by
every believer, who rejoices to proclaim the marvelous
works of grace God has accomplished in their life.
Before his humbling,
Nebuchadnezzar’s empire
was peaceful and prosperous
(4:4). But that peace was
interrupted by a terrifying
dream. In ancient times dreams were thought to
communicate something from the gods. Therefore,
Nebuchadnezzar wanted an interpretation of his
dream, but all his wise men failed to understand the
dream’s meaning (4:6–7).After human wisdom proved
worthless (Jer 9:23), Daniel arrived. God would show
once again that He alone knows all things, and that all
knowledge is from Him (Dan 2:27–30). When we lack
understanding, we should begin by fearing God (Prov
9:10), asking for wisdom (Jas 1:5), and investigating
His word (Ps 119:99–100).

THINK ABOUT IT
It is good to be
humbled by
God!

Nebuchadnezzar told Daniel his dream. It began
with a vision of a tree (4:10–17), representing
Nebuchadnezzar (4:20–22). This tree had grown so
large and fruitful that every living creature rested
under its branches (4:12). The creatures represent the
people under Nebuchadnezzar’s rule (4:22). The whole
world was enjoying the abundance and splendor of
Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. But the peaceful vision was
disrupted by a “holy one,” shouting as he descended
from heaven (4:13). This angel of God proclaimed
the destruction of the tree; only the stump and its
roots would be left, encircled by a band of iron and
bronze for protection (4:15).The stump showed that
Nebuchadnezzar’s glorious reign would be almost
entirely cut down, but the band showed that God
would preserve Nebuchadnezzar’s rule, for the stump
would one day sprout
again (4:26).
THINK ABOUT IT

He is to be feared by
all people, even by
For seven years
kings (Ps 76:11–12).
Nebuchadnezzar would
behave like a wild
animal, living outdoors
and looking more like an animal than a man. He would
be insane (4:15b–16; 23–25).What was the purpose
of the king’s humiliation? To demonstrate that God is
sovereign. He rules over all, including over the kingdoms
of man (Isa 40:22–24). He bestows these kingdoms on
whomever He wishes (4:17). God crowns kings (1 Sam
2:8; Ps 144:10) and dethrones kings (Ps 136:17–22).
Though we fear Him, we can also be comforted—no
matter how wicked earthly rulers might be, God is still
in control.

God warned Nebuchadnezzar about his
pride (4:19–27)
The dream dismayed Daniel. He was so upset that
Nebuchadnezzar had to encourage him to continue
(4:19). Daniel was concerned because the dream
foretold a difficult future for Nebuchadnezzar. So
Daniel pleaded with the king to receive the dream
and its interpretation. He boldly advised the king to
repent, turning away from his sin, and to show his
repentance by extending mercy to the needy (4:27).
Daniel understood that God gives many warnings
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THINK ABOUT IT
True faith
manifests itself
in selfless acts of
kindness (Jas 1:27).

because He desires the
salvation of all people (1
Tim 2:4). Therefore, he
expressed genuine concern for Nebuchadnezzar’s
spiritual well-being.

We also have been warned against pride through
many examples. Adam and Eve brought a curse on all
creation when they proudly sought wisdom apart from
God (Gen 3:6). The people at Babel were scattered
and confused when they proudly sought a name for
themselves (11:4). Pharaoh’s kingdom was crushed and
his son was killed when he proudly resisted God (Exod
12:29–30). Korah was swallowed up by the earth when
he proudly challenged Moses (Num 16). Samson lost
his sight when he proudly trusted in his own strength
(Judg 16). Goliath suffered a shocking defeat when he
proudly mocked God’s people (1 Sam 17). Saul lost his
kingdom, the Spirit, and his life by proudly pursuing his
own will instead of obeying God’s word (1 Sam 13:14).
Herod was eaten by worms when he proudly took the
glory for himself (Acts 12:23). Be warned: pride leads
to destruction (Prov 16:18).

God humbled Nebuchadnezzar through
His judgment (4:28–37)
Sadly, Nebuchadnezzar did not repent. One year
later, while surveying his vast empire, he foolishly
boasted about his own power and glory (Dan 4:30).
Nebuchadnezzar was known for his massive building
projects, such as a 400 foot high mountain terraced
with flowing water and suspended plants. These
famous “hanging gardens,” one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world, were built for his wife as a place for
cool refreshment.
However, Nebuchadnezzar failed to give God the
glory for these accomplishments. He took for himself
the glory that belonged to God and God alone. While
exalting himself, Nebuchadnezzar heard a voice from
heaven (4:31). God’s judgment was about to fall on
Nebuchadnezzar. That very hour, Nebuchadnezzar’s

mind became like that of an animal. No longer able to
live among men, he traded his palace for a field, his
officials for cattle, his banquets for grass, his rich robes
for hair matted like eagles’ feathers, and his elegance
for nails overgrown and blackened like birds’ claws
(4:33). Nebuchadnezzar’s proud head hung in disgrace.
But after seven years,
THINK ABOUT IT
Nebuchadnezzar lifted his
The king finally
learned that all
eyes towards heaven, and
the nations are
the Lord graciously restored
nothing before
his understanding. The
God (Isa 40:17), for
humbled Nebuchadnezzar
He sits in heaven
and does as He
“blessed the Most High and
pleases (Ps 115:3).
praised and honored Him
who lives forever” (4:34).
Nebuchadnezzar realized that when God humbled
him, it was an act of mercy. Though God scoffs at the
scoffers, yet He gives grace to the afflicted (Prov 3:34).
Repentance is a gift (2 Tim 2:25). Nebuchadnezzar
proved his repentance by praising God, not himself
(4:35).
Just as God had promised, the stump was not destroyed. God made Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom even
greater than before (Dan 4:36). Even better, God had
changed Nebuchadnezzar’s heart (4:37). God’s grace
enabled Nebuchadnezzar to raise his eyes to heaven
and declare the praises of the King of heaven (4:34,
37). He was thankful, not bitter, over the discipline
he suffered, because he had taken to heart the warning—God humbles the proud, whether they are rich or
poor, young or old, exalted or lowly(4:37). He opposes
the proud, the boastful and arrogant, and calls all men
to humble themselves before Him (Jas 4:6, 10). Why?
Because everything exists
for God’s glory (Ps 19:1;
THINK ABOUT IT
Isa 43:7). Christ lived and
One day, we will
died for the glory of God
rejoice to glorify
(John 17:1–5), and He saves
God, free from all
human pride
sinners so that they also may
(Rev 22:3).
forever declare God’s glory
(1 Pet 2:9).
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Lesson Outline
God alone deserves glory.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

God gave Nebuchadnezzar a scary dream (4:1–18).
God warned Nebuchadnezzar about his pride (4:19–27).
God humbled Nebuchadnezzar (4:28–33).
Nebuchadnezzar praised God (4:34–37).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God gave Nebuchadnezzar a
2. God warned Nebuchadnezzar about his pride
terrifying dream (4:1–18).
(4:19–27).
• Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed his
• Daniel was troubled because the dream was
story for all to hear (4:1–3).
about Nebuchadnezzar (4:19).
• Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling
• Daniel explained that God would crush
dream but none could interpret it
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride (4:20–26).
(4:4–9).
• Daniel called Nebuchadnezzar to repent and
• Daniel came to interpret the
show mercy to the needy (4:27).
dream (4:10–18).
3. God humbled Nebuchadnezzar through His
judgment (4:28–37).
• Nebuchadnezzar did not glorify God (4:28–
30).
• Nebuchadnezzar became like a wild animal
for seven years (4:31–33).
• Nebuchadnezzar glorified God (4:34–37).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did Nebuchadnezzar see in his dream?
Nebuchadnezzar saw a huge tree that gave food and protection for all the animals.
2.	What happened to the tree in his dream?
An angel came and said that it was to be chopped down and stripped of its branches,
but the tree would not die.
3.	What happened to Nebuchadnezzar?
Nebuchadnezzar lived like an animal for seven years.
4.	What lesson did Nebuchadnezzar learn?
God alone has the glory, so be humble and praise Him.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Who could interpret the dream?
Only Daniel, not the wise men. This shows that God alone knows all things and reveals
knowledge to those He wishes.
2.	What did the tree represent?
It represented Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, which was glorious but would soon be brought
down.
3.	Was the tree going to die?
No. Its stump would be protected.
4.	Why was all this going to happen to Nebuchadnezzar?
This would happen so that everyone would know that the Most High rules over
mankind.
5.	What did Daniel tell the king to do?
He told him to repent, to give God the glory, and to be kind to the needy.
6.	Did the king listen to Daniel’s warning and humble himself before God?
No. Instead, he boasted about all that he had done.
7.	What happened to the king?
Nebuchadnezzar’s mind became like an animal’s, and his hair became matted like eagles’
feathers. His nails became overgrown, and he ate grass like a cow.
8.	Did he stay that way?
No. Just as God had promised, after seven years, he lifted his eyes humbly toward
heaven. His senses came back to him, and he praised God.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHO’S IN CONTROL?
King Nebuchadnezzar forgot his
position under God. To illustrate
this, bring to class a puppet,
and have the puppet introduce
himself to the children and then
begin telling them how wonderful he is and what great things
he has done. Remind the puppet
that he could do nothing without
you. Pretend to argue with the
puppet about what he is able to
do without you. Then pull your
hand out of the puppet and let
the puppet hang limply. Read 1
Corinthians 4:7 and remind the
children that we can do nothing
without God. In today’s lesson,
we will learn about a king who
forgot this and will see how God
reminded him.

BIG PRIDE AND LITTLE
HUMILITY
Bring to class some objects that
are the same except for their size.
Show the children the pairs of
items, and ask them what the difference is between them. Explain
that when we are proud, we make
ourselves out to be bigger than
we really are. Humility, on the
other hand, makes God out to be
big. It focuses attention on Him
and not on self. In today’s lesson
we will learn about a proud man
who thought he was powerful
and important but in reality was
weak and unimportant.

IN THE HAND OF THE KING
Read Proverbs 21:1 to the
children. Demonstrate God’s
power over the kings of earth
by directing the beam of light
all over the room, wherever you
wish.
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APPLY

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S
WARNING
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, yellow
construction scissors, glue, and
crayons.
Directions: Pre-fold a sheet of
yellow construction paper into
a tri-fold and tape together.
Pre-cut circles and rectangle
from the craft sheet. Have the
children color the circles red, yellow, and green (as shown below).
Then have them glue the circles
on the appropriate locations to
create a stoplight. Color and glue
the rectangle to the top of the
stop light.

VISUAL AIDS
Use the following objects to
illustrate the lesson during
teaching time:
• A letter (4:1–3);
• A pillow (4:4–5);
• A picture of a tree (4:10);
• Leaves and fruit (4:12a);
• Stuffed animals and bird nest
(4:12b);
• A bull horn (4:13–14);
• A tree stump (4:15);
• A crown (4:17).
Nebuchadnezzar’s Warning
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

SMALLER THAN WE APPEAR
Bring in a magnifying glass. Allow
the children look at some tiny
objects (ants, pill bugs, small rock,
etc.,) and note how much larger
they appear under a magnifying
glass. But they only appear to
be big. Explain that when we are
proud, we make ourselves out to be
bigger than we really are. But when
the “magnify glass” is removed,
our tininess and unimportance
is revealed. Tell the class that in
today’s lesson we will learn about a
proud king and how God revealed
his insignificance.

THE FOOLISH, WEAK, AND
LOWLY
Goliath, the Philistine champion,
ridiculed the army of Israel (1 Sam
17:8–10) and David (1 Sam 17:43–
44), but this mighty warrior was
brought down with a single stone.
God chooses the weak (David) to
shame the strong (Goliath), so that
no man may boast in His presence
(1 Cor 1:27, 29).

GOD RULES
Sometimes we forget who is in
charge. This is not something new. In
fact, Adam and Eve’s first sin had to
do with the same thing. They ignored
God’s instructions and thought that
their plans were better than His.
They acted as if they were in charge,
not God. We also often act as if God
is not in control. Sometimes we try
to do things outside of God’s timing.
Other times we try to do it our way
instead of God’s. Today we will learn
about a king who thought he was in
charge. However, God humbled him,
demonstrating His perfect power
and authority.

REMOTE CONTROL
Read Proverbs 21:1 to the children.
Illustrate God’s control over earthly
leaders with a remote controlled
car. Ask the children if the car can
drive itself on its own. Explain that
the one holding the remote control
directs the car wherever he wishes.

APPLY

DREAM DRAWING
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cotton
balls, scissors, glue, and crayons.
Directions: Give each student
a copy of the craft page. Read
Daniel 4:4–18, and have the class
help you brainstorm for ideas
of what to draw to represent
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (on
the left side of the craft sheet).
Encourage the students to be
creative while drawing their own
trees to match the description
in the passage. Then read
Daniel’s interpretation of the
dream in Daniel 4:19–27. Have
children color and glue picture of
Nebuchadnezzar onto the right
side of the craft sheet.

Dream Drawing
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

DIVINE HUMBLING
Over the course of his life,
Nebuchadnezzar had seen
multiple displays of God’s power.
He praised the true God for
revealing the interpretation of
his dream to Daniel (Dan 2:47)
and for rescuing Daniel’s friends
from the fiery furnace (Dan
3:28–29). Yet in spite of these
declarations of God great power,
he stubbornly clung to his pride.
In today’s lesson, we will see how
God humbled Nebuchadnezzar,
resulting in genuine praise for the
Creator of the heavens and earth.

AN EMPTY BOAST
The Titanic was a British passenger
liner operated by White Star Line
that sank in the Atlantic Ocean on
April 15th, 1912 after hitting an
iceberg during her maiden voyage
from Europe to the United States.
The Titanic was the largest ship
on the planet when it sank. It was
widely believed that the ship,
because of its incredible size, was
unsinkable. However, its sinking
resulted in the deaths of more
than 1,500 passengers and crew,
making it one of the deadliest
disasters in modern maritime
history. Her architect, Thomas
Andrews, was among those lost in
the sinking. .

WARNING SIGNS
After Daniel interpreted King
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, he
warned him to repent of his sin
(Dan 4:27). Nebuchadnezzar
should have listened to Daniel’s
warning. To help the children
think about correct responses to
warnings, bring in some pictures
or symbols or warnings—various
street signs, “Beware of Dog,”
signs, medicine labels, poison
stickers, etc. Show the children
each sign and identify the correct
response to each warning. Then
ask them what the correct
response is to a verse such as
Daniel 4:27.

WARNING!
Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king’s
heart is a stream of water in the
hand of the LORD; he turns it
wherever he will.” Illustrate God’s
power and control over the leaders
of earth by filling a 9 by 13 inch
pan with water and tipping it
to direct the water to different
corners of the pan. Use red food
coloring to make the water easier
to see.

APPLY

SLOW LEARNER
Over the course of his life,
Nebuchadnezzar had seen multiple displays of God’s power, yet
he steadfastly clung to his own
pride (Dan 2:47; 3:28–29). Only
after seven years as an animal did
he finally repent and submit to
God. You could say he was a slow
learner. Yet, how many of us are
weekly confronted with the truth
of God’s power and stubbornly
cling to our own pride? Ask the
children to explain what it means
to repent. Then ask them if it’s
possible to confess God’s power
with our lips while resisting God’s
power over our lives. How many
of us, like Nebuchadnezzar, are
slow learners when it comes to
pride?
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God judges those who challenge
His authority.
“You have lifted up yourself against the Lord of
heaven…. The God in whose hand is your breath,
and whose are all your ways, you have not
honored” (Dan 5:23).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. Describe what Belshazzar did to challenge
God’s authority.
2. Explain how God opposed Belshazzar.
3. List what Belshazzar should have learned
from Nebuchadnezzar’s example.
4. Identify how long Belshazzar continued in his
rebellion against God.
5. Describe how God responds to those who
challenge His authority.

Mocking God is sin.
God opposes the proud.
God gives grace to the humble.
God provides an opportunity to
repent.
5. Despising God is pointless.
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Lesson Summary
Belshazzar intentionally mocked the God of Israel and tried to show the superiority of
Babylon’s gods. Although he knew that God had humbled Nebuchadnezzar, he boldly
challenged God’s authority. He foolishly ignored Nebuchadnezzar’s warning to humble
himself before the God of heaven. As a result, he lost both his kingdom and his life. With
his hands he had challenged God’s authority, and with a hand God quickly answered,
proving His authority over all the kings and kingdoms of the earth.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Sin is by its very nature a challenge to God’s authority. Since the Garden of Eden, all
mankind has been in rebellion against God. While God is patient with sinners, His patience will not last forever. All those who reject God’s authority will be rejected by Him.
We must, while time remains, submit to Jesus as Lord and Savior, humbly declaring our
allegiance to Him. For Christians, this means living each day in light of God’s authority
over us.

T WEEK
LAS

God humbles
Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 4:1–37

WEEK
THIS

God judges Belshazzar
for his pride
Daniel 5:1–31

T WEEK
NEX

God delivers Daniel
from the lions’ den
Daniel 6:1–30

EXILE
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Lesson Commentary

God judges those who challenge His authority.
The book of Daniel is about God’s sovereign power.
This gave hope to the Jews in exile. It helped them
remember that even though Gentile kings ruled over
them, God was the one who was really in charge, and
one day His glorious kingdom would come. Even great
King Nebuchadnezzar eventually learned to submit
to God’s rule, and he ended his letter by warning that
God humbles the proud (Dan 4:34–37). But future
Babylonian kings failed to heed his warning. In 539
bc, over two decades after Nebuchadnezzar’s death,
the Babylonian Empire was on the verge of collapse.
The Medes and Persians had surrounded Babylon and
besieged the city. But instead of acknowledging God’s
sovereign authority, Nebuchadnezzar’s successor,
Belshazzar, despised God. He would learn the lesson
too late that the sovereign God severely judges those
who challenge His authority.

Belshazzar challenged God’s authority
(5:1–4)

While the armies of the Medo-Persians lurked just
beyond the city’s walls, Belshazzar hosted a feast
for a thousand of his lords (5:1). The feast was likely
a display of confidence in the city’s defenses to
boost the morale of his nobles. The city’s walls were
impressive: two sets of double walls encircled the city,
each one from 11 to 25 feet thick. The massive walls
kept invaders out while the waterway under the wall
allowed the life sustaining waters of the Euphrates
River in. With its fresh water supply and stockpiles
of food, Babylon could survive for years—even
decades—under siege.
Confident in his man-made security, Belshazzar called
for the cups from God’s temple (5:2). It was a heinous
offense—their lips touched vessels holy to the living
God as their tongues praised lifeless idols (5:4).
Belshazzar intentionally mocked the God of Israel as
if He were powerless before Babylon’s empty-headed
gods. Like all mockers, he enjoyed despising God.
This is how rebellion often looks—it drowns out the
truth with laughter, unwilling even to give the truth a
chance to be heard. But mockers should be warned,

and believers should
be encouraged, “for
God is not mocked, for
whatever one sows,
that will he also reap”
(Gal 6:7).

THINK ABOUT IT
God opposes the
proud but gives
grace to the
humble (Jas 4:6).

Like many before him, Belshazzar was proud, puffed
up, honoring himself, trusting his own strength and
abilities, not God. His defiance was like Cain’s, who
ignored God’s warning and ended up cursed (Gen
4); or the people in Noah’s time, who ridiculed God’s
messenger and perished in the flood (Gen 6–7); or
Pharaoh, who foolishly trusted in the idols of Egypt
and lost his kingdom, his family, and his own life
(Exod 5–13). Those who challenge God’s authority,
foolishly ignoring His warning about the danger and
destruction of pride, will be humbled (Prov 29:23).

God condemned Belshazzar’s pride
(5:5–28)

God quickly answered Belshazzar (Dan 5:5). God’s
judgment, delivered by a human hand, was itself a
fitting rebuke to the Babylonian hands that had stolen God’s vessels and defiantly lifted them up during
the feast. Belshazzar was so afraid that he could not
even control his own body, especially when none of
his wise men could interpret the message (5:6–9; cf.
Dan 2, 4). Where now was his unholy laughter? Thus
God belittles those who belittle Him.
The queen, mother of Belshazzar and daughter of
Nebuchadnezzar, still remembered Daniel. How
could she forget this prophet and the way God used
him to humble her father? This man of God, now
about 80 years old, had faithfully served God in the
land of Babylon for 65 years. So they summoned
Daniel, and he succeeded where the wise men
failed (5:10–13, 24–28). However, before revealing the interpretation, Daniel boldly proclaimed
God’s authority over Belshazzar and rebuked him
for ignoring what he clearly knew. He knew that
Nebuchadnezzar’s authority came from the Most
High God (5:18–19). He knew that God humbles the
proud as He humbled Nebuchadnezzar (5:20). He
knew that even Nebuchadnezzar had submitted to
God’s authority (5:21).
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So Belshazzar was especially guilty. He knowingly
refused to humble his heart (5:22). And he took it a
step further by intentionally exalting himself against
God, refusing to submit to God or give God glory
(5:23). How foolish! He chose to praise powerless
lumps of metal, wood, and stone instead of the God
who has power over life. Didn’t he realize that he
was using his breath to mock the One who could at
any moment take His breath away? He was trying to
turn his way against the One who held all his ways in
His hand. Who could be so arrogant, so foolish, as to
declare war against the One who has authority over
his very life? Yet everyone who spends his life for
himself does the same thing. Everyone who lives as if
he is in control resists God.
In the more than two
decades of time that
had passed since
Nebuchadnezzar’s
death, Belshazzar had
persisted in his rebellion
against God. He underestimated the value of
God’s kindness, forbearance, and patience in withholding the punishment his sinful rebellion deserved
(Rom 2:4). Rather than punishing every person
the moment he sins, God often delays judgment.
This delay, God’s patience, is meant to lead us to
repentance, the act of turning from sin to Christ for
forgiveness and salvation. But Belshazzar despised
God’s patience and mocked God’s authority.
THINK ABOUT IT
How will you
spend each
breath God has
given: on self or
service to God?

Daniel then explained each word to Belshazzar
(Dan 5:24–28). God had ordained the very days of
Belshazzar’s life and reign, and both had come to an
end (5:26). Belshazzar’s life had been evaluated by
God, and it was found to be deficient (5:27; 1 Sam
2:3; Ps 62:9). When judged according to the holiness
of God, Belshazzar had fallen hopelessly short of
God’s standard of perfection (Lev 19:2). As a result,
his kingdom would be divided and given to others
(Dan 5:28). Belshazzar had challenged the God who
controls all men, and His answer was clear: God

alone has authority over kings because He is the
King of kings.

God judged Belshazzar (5:29–31)

Belshazzar elevated Daniel to third in the kingdom
(5:29). But there is no indication that he humbled
himself under God’s authority, repented, or even
despaired over God’s impending judgment. That
very night Belshazzar was killed, and the Medes
and Persians conquered the Babylonians (5:30–31).
History records that the Medo-Persian army diverted
the Euphrates River and entered Babylon under the
city’s massive walls, through the gap the river used
to fill. The city that was to resist for years fell in one
night. Trusting in his own might did not work out so
well for Belshazzar. It never does (Jer 17:5–6).
After Belshazzar was killed, Darius the Mede
received the kingdom (5:31). Darius is most likely
a title for the Medo-Persian kings, indicating that
Cyrus the Great and Darius the Mede were one and
the same person. By using Cyrus’ Median name,
Daniel may have intended to remind his readers of
God’s sovereign authority, as God had promised
to raise up the Medes to destroy the Babylonians because of their destruction of His temple (Jer 51:11;
cf. Isa 13:17; Jer 51:28).
THINK ABOUT IT
It is pointless to rebel against
Those who scoff
God. Any rebellion against the
at God will perish
God of Heaven is doomed to
(Ps 1:1, 6).
be unsuccessful, because all of
man’s planning and conspiring
against God comes to nothing (Ps 2:1). God looks
down upon man’s rebellion from heaven and laughs
(2:4). All rebellion against God is empty, and less than
empty, for God will punish His enemies with a rod of
iron, crushing all those who set themselves against
Him (2:9). But God’s punishment is not immediate.
He mercifully provides His enemies an opportunity
to repent (2:10–12). All those who lay aside their
rebellion and humbly declare their allegiance to the
King of kings will find refuge from God’s righteous
anger (2:12).
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Lesson Outline

God judges those who challenge His authority.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Belshazzar made fun of God (5:1–4).
Belshazzar was very afraid because of a hand writing on the wall (5:5–9).
God said Belshazzar would die because he was proud (5:10–28).
God killed Belshazzar (5:29–31).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Belshazzar challenged God’s
authority (5:1–4).
• Belshazzar held a great feast for
the Babylonian nobles (5:1).
• Belshazzar used cups that were
holy to God (5:2–3).
• The Babylonians used God’s cups
to praise idols (5:4).

2. God condemned Belshazzar’s pride (5:5–
28).
• Immediately, fingers of a human hand
appeared and wrote on the wall (5:5).
• Belshazzar was terrified and confused
(5:6–9).
• Daniel rebuked Belshazzar for not
submitting to God (5:10–23).
• Daniel said Belshazzar and his kingdom
would perish (5:24–28).
3. God destroyed Belshazzar (5:29–31).
• Belshazzar acted like his kingdom would
not perish (5:29).
• Belshazzar was killed that night (5:30).
• The Medo-Persian Empire defeated the
Babylonian Empire (5:31).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Did Belshazzar listen to Nebuchadnezzar’s warning to be humble?
No. Belshazzar was proud.
2.	What did the king see during his meal?
The king saw a hand writing a message on a wall.
3.	What did Daniel say that this message meant?
Daniel explained that God had judged Belshazzar and Babylon. Both the king and his
kingdom would be given over to the Medes and Persians.
4.	What happened that night to the king?
He was killed when the Medes and Persians invaded Babylon.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why was Belshazzar without excuse concerning his pride?
Nebuchadnezzar had warned that God is able to humble the proud.
2.	How did Belshazzar show his pride?
He trusted himself and his idols instead of God. He made fun of God by drinking out of
the cups from God’s holy temple.
3.	How did God reveal his judgment to Belshazzar?
God caused a human hand to write His judgment on a wall as the king watched in terror.
4.	Who failed to interpret the message, and who succeeded?
The wise men failed, but Daniel succeeded.
5.	According to Daniel, why was Belshazzar so foolish for mocking God?
The breath Belshazzar was using to mock God was a gift God could take away at any
moment.
6.	What was God’s message to Belshazzar?
That God had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and brought it to an end. God
had weighed Belshazzar in the balances and he had been found wanting. Belshazzar’s
kingdom would be divided and given to others.
7.	When was God’s message fulfilled?
That very night. Belshazzar was killed when the Medes and Persians invaded Babylon.
8.	How did Babylon’s fall demonstrate God’s authority?
It fulfilled prophecy. God had promised to raise up the Medes to destroy the
Babylonians.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

A CHINA TEACUP
Show the children a china
teacup, and let a few of them
carefully hold it. Ask them
whether their parents have nice
dishes like this at home. When
do they use them? Ask the
children to name some things
that a nice teacup never would
be used for—working in the
garden, feeding the dog, storing
paper clips, etc. Tell them that
in today’s lesson, Belshazzar
decides to take dishes from
God’s temple and use them in
the wrong way.

52

HEED THE WARNING
This game is played much like
“Red Light, Green Light.” The
difference is that before the
teacher turns around, he makes
a sound. This means that the
children will have a warning
before they are caught off guard
and lose the game. Discuss
with the children the fact that
warnings are important. They
help us to know when we will
be disciplined if we continue the
pattern that we are in. In today’s
lesson, King Belshazzar is given a
warning but doesn’t listen.

ILLUSTRATE

SHADOW HAND
Using a projector (or other light
source), cast your hand’s shadow
on the wall to illustrate the hand
God sent to deliver His message
to Belshazzar. Pretend to write
a message on the wall. Ask the
children to tell how they think
the people at the feast would
have felt when they saw the hand
writing on the wall. If a projector
cannot be located, a laser pointer
could be used to illustrate a hand
moving independently on the
wall.

APPLY

IN THE BALANCES
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, scissors,
brads, and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut all pieces
from craft sheet. Have children
color the pieces. Tape the
half circles to the tabs on the
crossbar. Glue the verse to the
crossbar. Connect the crossbar
to the triangle with a brad.

COUNT DOWN PAPER CHAIN
To illustrate that God numbered
the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom,
make a paper chain like the ones
used to count down the days
until Christmas. Throughout the
lesson, or after you explain this
concept, pull off links one at a
time until none remain.

In the Balances
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

RIDDLE ON THE WALL
Hang a large piece of butcher paper
on the wall, and write MENE MENE
TEKEL UPHARSIN in large bubble
letters on it. When the children
enter the classroom, ask them if
they know what the saying means.
Explain that we will learn the
meaning in today’s lesson.

AN END IS COMING
In Daniel 5:26, Daniel interpreted
the word mene and told Belshazzar,
“God has numbered your kingdom
and finished it.” Help the children to
understand the idea of God “numbering” the Babylonian kingdom
by giving examples of some other
things that are numbered. Many
children will know that a baseball
game lasts for nine innings. The
game is numbered; it will not last
forever. Similarly, a basketball player
hasonlya limited amount of time—24
seconds—in which to make a freethrow basket; the time is numbered
by the clock. These two examples
(and many others) can demonstrate
the idea of a definite end coming.

DISRESPECTING GOD
How would you feel if someone
came over to your house for dinner
and as he was eating began to say
mean things about your mom’s
cooking? Or what if this same
person began to make fun of a
project that your dad was proud
of and had been working hard on?
How would this make you feel?
This is what Belshazzar did when he
used the vessels from God’s temple
in his worship of idols.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bring a scale to class. When
discussing how God had weighed
Belshazzar and found him wanting
(Dan 5:27), ask the children what
this means. Before anyone can
answer, pull out the scale and ask
if this was what God was talking
about. Was God talking about
Belshazzar’s weight? Explain that the
phrase means God had evaluated
Belshazzar’s thoughts, words, and
actions and found them deficient (1
Sam 2:3; Ps 62:9).

APPLY

HANDWRITING ON THE WALL
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
glue, and crayons.
Directions: Have students color
and cut out the rectangles with
the dotted lines on them. Color
the template. Glue the top
portion of each rectangle (marked
off by the dotted lines) to the
appropriate location on the
template.

Handwriting on the Wall
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

THE HANDWRITING ON THE
WALL
Begin by asking the children
whether they have heard the
saying “The handwriting was on
the wall.” Explain that this saying
suggests that there will be future
doom or misfortune for someone. This saying originated from
the text of Scripture that will be
studied today. Ask the children
for examples of times when “the
handwriting was on the wall” in
their lives.

GOD MOCKERS
Belshazzar did not love God and
did not change his ways when he
was warned. Belshazzar was a
“God mocker.” If I were to ask you
whether you are a “God mocker,”
you probably would say no. You
would probably say that you don’t
make fun of God and don’t talk
about Him badly. But the sad
truth is that many of us are God
mockers. We know what God
commands us in His Word, but
we don’t obey it. We disobey His
Word and think that He doesn’t
see us in our disobedience, but He
sees all we do. When we disobey
God, we mock Him.

WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE
Have you ever watched someone
weigh vegetables or fruits at the
supermarket? They probably
put some vegetables or fruits on
the scale and then either added
some more or took some off.
When they were doing this, they
were balancing the amount on
the scale with the amount they
wanted to buy. In today’s Bible
story, Belshazzar is weighed on
God’s scale and is found lacking.
That is, the scales did not balance
because he did not meet God’s
standard of perfection.

APPLY

LEARNING FROM OTHERS’
MISTAKES
Would you rather learn a lesson
by making a mistake and then
being disciplined or by seeing
someone else disciplined and
then not making the same mistake yourself? In today’s lesson
we saw that Belshazzar made a
big mistake. He was warned and
did not listen to the warning. He
rejected God and was punished
for his sin. We can see the mistakes that he made and not make
them ourselves. The question is,
will we learn from Belshazzar’s
example or not?

BREATHING
Have you ever thought about
breathing? We do it all throughout
the day, but we almost never think
about it. We don’t have to think
about doing it for it to happen. We
also don’t think about the fact that
each breath that we take is a gift
from God. How are you spending
each breath God has given you:
to serve self or to serve God and
others?
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LESSON 37

God is gloriﬁed through the
faithfulness of His people.
“I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living
God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and his dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues;
he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who
has saved Daniel from the power of the lions” (Dan 6:26–27).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God’s people must be faithful.
2. God is glorified when believers suffer
for doing what is right.
3. God is glorified in His power to save
the faithful and destroy the wicked.
4. God is glorified when believers are
uncompromising in godliness.
5. God is glorified when Christians obey
God rather than men.

1. Define what it means to be faithful.
2. Explain what Daniel’s enemies accused
him of.
3. Contrast the fate of Daniel with the fate
of his accusers.
4. Describe the impact of Daniel’s life on
King Darius.
5. Explain when a Christian should obey
human government.
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Lesson Summary
God used Daniel’s faithful and uncompromising testimony to demonstrate His power to
the leaders of the Medo-Persian Empire. When his fellow government officials became
jealous of Daniel’s upcoming promotion, they convinced the king to enact a law prohibiting prayer to anyone or anything except the king. Because Daniel refused to obey the
king’s law, he was thrown into the lions’ den. But God protected Daniel from the lions,
saving His servant and demonstrating His power to King Darius.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Jesus commanded His followers to go into all the world and proclaim the gospel. It is the
duty and privilege of every Christian to obey God’s command, taking the gospel—the
good news of man’s freedom from the penalty, power, and one day the presence of sin—
to every corner of the earth. This message of forgiveness purchased with the precious
blood of Christ, is communicated through the words, actions, and attitudes of all those
who faithfully follow God’s command.

WEEK
THIS

T WEEK
LAS

God judges Belshazzar for
his pride
Daniel 5:1–31

God delivers Daniel
from the lions’ den
Daniel 6:1–30

EXILE

T WEEK
NEX

God brought about
the restoration of the
temple
Ezra 1:1–6:22

RETURN
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LESSON 37

Lesson Commentary

God is glorified through the faithfulness of
His people.
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of a statue (Dan 2:31–35)
began to come true when the Babylonian Empire
(2:36–28) fell to the Medo-Persian Empire (2:39; cf.
5:30–31). This proved God’s sovereignty, challenging
Gentile rulers to submit to God. It also gave hope
to the exiled Jews—and to all believers—that God
will one day restore Israel and establish His kingdom
according to His plan. But God shows His glory not
just through the rise and fall of nations but also
through the lives of faithful individuals. In Daniel 6
God did just that, using Daniel’s trustworthy testimony to reveal His sovereign power to the rulers of
the Medo-Persian Empire.

Government officials plotted against
Daniel (6:1–9)
After faithfully serving the kings of Babylon for decades, the 80 year-old Daniel continued in leadership
when the Persians took over(6:1–2). As before (1:20;
2:48; 5:12), Daniel’s diligence and God’s blessing
caused him to excel, so the king planned to promote
him to the highest position (6:3). It seems incredible
that a captive Jew could attain such authority, but
this is just the sort of thing God does by His power
(Gen 41:40; Esth 10:3). He powerfully uses those
who faithfully serve Him (2 Tim 2:21).
Instead of glorifying God, Daniel’s fellow administrators envied Daniel and tried to accuse him (6:4).
But after living in Babylon for 65 years, Daniel’s
character was so spotless that even his enemies
recognized his faithfulness to God! He was known
for his habit of prayer and for continually serving
God (6:10, 16). Daniel was blameless before God,
unstained by any known sin (6:22–23). If one day we
should suffer like Daniel,
may it be for the sake of
THINK ABOUT IT
Could it be said
righteousness, so that God
of us that we are
will be glorified and our
completely free
accusers put to shame (1
from carelessness
Pet 2:12; 3:13–17).
or corruption?

In response to Daniel’s honesty, his enemies
responded with dishonesty. They pretended to
act in the king’s best interests (Dan 6:6). They lied
that all the rulers agreed (6:7). They acted as if the
law they proposed was for the good of the whole
empire. Their flattery worked (6:9). This is how the
wicked often act, turning to deceit and unjust laws
to oppress the righteous (Ps 109:3; Isa 10:1). This
is what they did to Jesus (Luke 23:2). This is what
they will do to us if we do what is right (John 15:20).
We should not be surprised, for they are sons of the
devil, who is the father of lies (8:44). They refuse to
admit God’s power or honor Him (Rom 1:20–21).

Daniel stayed faithful to God (6:10–18)
Even though threatened with death, Daniel did not
change his habit of prayer (6:10). He was uncompromising, unwilling to stray from his commitment to
God. Instead of compromising, he pleaded with God
in prayer (Dan 6:11).When we are falsely accused,
we must respond by devoting ourselves to prayer
(Ps 109:4). Why? Because God is powerful. He is
our rock of refuge and mighty stronghold (62:7).
But was Daniel right
THINK ABOUT IT
to deliberately disobey
Those who trust
the king’s law? Yes,
in God are not
shaken even when
because he did so in
attacked unjustly
order to obey the law
(Ps 62:4–6).
of the supreme King.
Although God commands His people to obey the laws of their governments (Rom 13:1–7; 1 Pet 2:13–17), when these
laws contradict God’s law, believers must obey God
rather than men (Acts 5:29). They must entrust
themselves completely to God (Dan 3:16–18) and
be willing to accept the consequences (3:19–23).
Like Daniel, we must be especially careful to obey
our government’s laws when they do not contradict
God’s. That way, if we ever do need to disobey,
everyone will know that we are not just being
rebellious. They will know that we are doing what is
right for the glory of God.
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Daniel’s accusers twisted his faithfulness, his unwavering commitment to God, to make it look like disloyalty
to the king (6:12–13). This is what the wicked do:
they call evil good and good evil (Isa 5:20). The king
realized his mistake, but now he was trapped (Dan
6:14–15). Even this powerful king was powerless to
rescue Daniel. Darius realized that Daniel’s life depended entirely on the power of God (6:16). Perhaps
Darius had heard how Israel was rescued from Egypt,
or how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were
saved from the fiery furnace. Perhaps Daniel’s own
testimony convinced him that this God was not like
the other so-called gods. So Darius fasted all night,
humbling himself for Daniel’s sake before the power
of Daniel’s God (6:18).

God showed His power to the new king
(6:19–28)
The king was so concerned that he rushed to the
lions’ den as soon as possible, at the first light of dawn
(6:19). Now he would find out: did Daniel’s God have
the power to rescue him (6:20)? Yes! By shutting the
hungry lions’ mouths, God proved two things: His own
power and Daniel’s integrity (6:21–22). Daniel was
completely uninjured because he trusted God (6:23).
Thus God used Daniel’s faith to display His glory, just
as He had done when He rescued Daniel’s three friends
from the fire (3:26–27).
So can a believer expect God to rescue him from unjust death? On the one hand, the answer is no, for God
often allows His servants to be killed (Heb11:35–38).
But on the other hand, the answer is yes, because
even if his body dies, he will have eternal life (John
3:16). Because Jesus is Lord of the living and the dead,
a believer belongs to the Lord whether he lives or
dies (Rom 14:8–9). So the victory is not survival. The
victory is faith (1 John 5:4–5), because faith is the only
response that depends on God’s power and rejoices
in God’s glory. Therefore, God displays His glory and
power through everyone who trusts God, as He did
through Daniel.

God also displays His glory and power by destroying
the wicked. Daniel’s accusers, including their families,
suffered the exact fate they had planned for Daniel
(Dan 6:24). Because God is just, He often arranges
for the wicked to fall into their own trap (Prov 26:27).
God’s justice is also swift (Ps 73:19), for the lions
crushed the accusers before they even hit the bottom
of the den. In a single moment the wicked are broken
beyond healing (Prov 6:15). Instead of waiting with a
sense of false security, sinners must repent quickly,
today, before it is too late (Heb 3:15).
Like Nebuchadnezzar so many years earlier, Darius
responded to God’s awesome display of power by
glorifying Him (6:26–27; cf. 3:28–29). Darius ordered
everyone in his kingdom to tremble in fear before God,
and we should do the same. Why? Because He is not
imaginary and powerless like a lifeless idol. He is alive
and real. He alone is powerful to deliver, unlike even
the most powerful kings like Darius. His kingdom alone
lasts forever, unlike any human kingdom like Babylon
or Persia.
THINK ABOUT IT
In response to God’s power,
When people
we should give God glory by
watch our lives,
imitating Daniel’s faith (Heb
may they praise
11:33). As we do, our faith
God for the power
of the gospel of
will inevitably shape us to
Christ (Rom 1:16;
be people of integrity (Dan
1 Cor 1:22–24).
6:4), godliness (6:5), prayer
(6:10), and loyalty to God
(6:16). Then, like Daniel, we also may be used by God
to proclaim God’s glorious power—not just His power
to save from lions, but His ultimate power to save from
sin, Satan, and death (Col 2:12–15).
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Lesson Outline

God is glorified through the faithfulness of His people.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Bad guys set a trap for Daniel (6:1–9).
Daniel kept praying to God (6:10–18).
God saved Daniel from the lions (6:19–24).
King Darius praised God for His power (6:25–28).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Government officials plotted
against Daniel (6:1–9).
• Darius planned to set Daniel over
the whole kingdom (6:1–3).
• The officials could not find no
fault in Daniel’s work or character
(6:4–5).
• The jealous officials made a law to
trap Daniel (6:6–9).

2. Daniel stayed faithful to God (6:10–18).
• Daniel kept praying to God (6:10).
• The officials accused Daniel of breaking the
law (6:11–13).
• Darius was unable to save Daniel from the
lions’ den (6:14–18).
3. God showed His power to the new king
(6:19–28).
• God was able to save Daniel from the lions
(6:21–23).
• The wicked officials were eaten by the lions
(6:24).
• Darius praised God for His glorious power
(6:25–28).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Did Daniel do anything wrong?
No. He was blameless.
2.	What did Daniel’s enemies do to him?
They got him thrown into the lions’ den.
3.	Did Daniel die?
No. God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths.
4.	What does that tell us about God?
God is powerful. We can trust Him.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did the other rulers hate Daniel?
They were jealous because Daniel was so successful that the king was going to put him
in charge of everyone.
2.	How did Daniel’s enemies catch him?
The lied, made an unjust law, and made Daniel’s godliness look like a crime.
3.	Did Daniel obey the law? Why not?
No. Daniel knew he had to obey God rather than men. He prayed because he trusted
God.
4.	Was King Darius able to protect Daniel?
No. Even this powerful king was powerless to save him. Darius fasted because he
realized only God had the power to rescue Daniel.
5.	Was God able to protect Daniel?
Yes. God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths.
6.	What happened to Daniel’s enemies?
They got the exact punishment they had planned for Daniel. They were eaten by the
lions.
7.	How did King Darius respond to Daniel’s deliverance?
The king praised God and said that others should fear Him also.
8.	Can God’s power be displayed through us like it was through Daniel? How?
Yes. When we put our trust in Jesus, He shows His power in us by rescuing us from sin
and death. When we are faithful to Him, others will see His glory in our lives.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

MUZZLE
Bring in a dog’s muzzle. Ask the
children what it is for. Explain
that a muzzle is used to keep a
dog quiet and to prevent it from
biting people. Ask what animals
you could use a muzzle on. Then
ask the children whether they
think a muzzle would stop a lion
from biting them. Ask what they
would do if they were locked in
a cage with hungry lions. Instruct
them to listen to today’s lesson
and see what happened when
Daniel was facing a hungry lion.

FAITHFULNESS
Faithfulness is being true to your
word and your commitments.
God is faithful. He never breaks a
promise and always does what He
says He will do. God expects us
to be faithful like Him. Have the
children ever made a promise and
then broken it, or said they would
do something and then forgot?
Have the children agree not to
smile or talk, and then play a
game in which you attempt to get
them to smile or to talk. Daniel
was faithful in prayer even when
his life was at stake.

AGAIN AND AGAIN
A habit is something that you
do repeatedly, again and again.
Some habits are good and some
are bad; some are necessary
and some are optional. Ask the
children what some of their
habits are (brushing teeth,
bathing, eating, etc.). What are
some things they do every day?
Daniel was in a habit of praying
every day, and he would not go
without it even to save his own
life.

HUNGRY LIONS
At the beginning of class, give the
children a snack they will like a
lot (make sure to ask the parents
whether the snack is acceptable).
Tell the children that they cannot
eat the snack, no matter how
hungry they are, until you say
so. As you describe the hungry
lions and how God stopped their
mouths from eating Daniel, ask
the children how many of them
have saved their snack. God
stopped the lions from even
leaving one scratch on Daniel!

APPLY

DANIEL’S HABIT
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
glue, and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut both circles
from the craft sheets. Cut slits
along the black lines on the circle
that has numbers like a clock.
Have children glue that circle on
top of the other circle. Glue the
arrows onto the clock. Color the
three pictures of Daniel praying.

Daniel’s Habit
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2

62
Prepared exclusively for ben@cbcsac.com Transaction: GOG2527 This is a timed link that will expire at 2018-05-21 11:06:29 UTC.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
God delivers Daniel from the lions’ den • Daniel 6:1–30

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

EYES WIDE OPEN
Hold a competition to see which child
is able to stop blinking for the longest
time. Blinking helps keep our eyes
healthy, and so our body does it without us even thinking about it. How
important is praying for our health?
Daniel was in a habit of praying every
day, and as we will see in today’s
lesson, Daniel would not go without it
even to save his own life.

JELLO
Show the class a piece of jello.
Pinch it between your fingers and
ask the children what they think will
happened to the jello if you squeeze
it hard between your fingers.
Explain that jello is easily reshaped
by outside forces, twisting and
conforming to everything around it.
Its shape is easily compromised. But
not Daniel. He continued to pray
three times a day to his God even
though he knew it might ultimately
lead to his death. No matter what
was happening around him, Daniel
continued to live faithfully for God.

ACTIONS SPEAK
Ask the children if any of their
younger siblings ever act like them
or try to copy things they do or say.
What about them? Have they ever
done something because they saw
an older sibling or parent do it? Use
this discussion to talk about how our
actions—often more than our words—
are seen and noticed by those around
us. What kind of an example are we
giving? In our lesson today, we’ll learn
about a man whose actions made a
great spiritual impact in the lives of
others.

APPLY

DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, brown
construction paper, scissors, glue,
tape, and crayons.
Directions: Have students fold a
sheet of construction paper in
half, and then in half again. There
will be four squares. Make a cut
along a crease between only 2
squares. Fold the paper to form
a half box, as shown below. Tape
together. Color and cut out the
pictures from the craft sheet and
glue inside the half box.

ONE BIG CAT!
Lions will eat anything they can
catch, including fish, rodents,
birds, and other small prey. They
cannot chew their food and have
Daniel in the Lion’s Den
to swallow it in chunks. They can
See
Year
2 Craft Book, Book 2
eat 75 pounds of meat at one
meal (about 300 quarter-pound
hamburgers!). Lions spend 20 hours
a day resting or sleeping and live to
be about 15 to 20 years old. Fullgrown males weigh approximately
350–400 pounds and are about 9
feet in length. Females weigh less,
approximately 250–300 pounds,
and are about 8 feet in length. Each
has a roar that can be heard up to
five miles away.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

OLD FAITHFUL
Old Faithful is the name of a
geyser located in Yellowstone
National Park. This geyser,
named for its faithful eruptions,
is very predictable. It erupts
every day (roughly every hour),
shooting thousands of gallons
of boiling water over a 100 feet
into the air. Many people travel
to Yellowstone each year to see
Old Faithful erupt. In our lesson
today, we’ll learn how the faithfulness of Daniel also attracted a
lot of attention. However, as we’ll
see, Daniel’s faithfulness to God
attracted the attention of both
friend and foe.

EVERYONE HAS A PRICE
Or so the saying goes. Ask the
children if they have ever heard
this saying before. Sadly, many
people do have a price at which
they’re willing to sell their integrity
(Achan, Ananias and Sapphira, and
Judas to name a few). Other times
it’s the threat of punishment that
causes people to abandon their
commitment to God. But more
often than not, it’s something
much more subtle. Many times
it’s the fear of being left out or
being mocked or being rejected
that results in compromise. Ask
the children if they’ve experienced
any of these temptations to
unfaithfulness.

PRAYING CONTINUALLY
Do you worry? Many people
think about things and end up
worrying about them. But there
is no reason to worry. God says
that we should cast our cares
on Him because He cares for us.
Believers are also called to pray
without ceasing. To cease means
to end. So, believers should
always be praying. They should
be constantly in an attitude
of prayer. When troubles and
worries come, they should not be
worried about them. The troubles
should be turned over to God
in prayer. Praying continually is
possible. Direct your thoughts
toward God; make every worry a
prayer. He hears His children and
wants them to come to Him.

TESTIMONY OF A LIFE
Daniel’s unwavering commitment
to God did not go unnoticed.
King Darius, in particular, was
well aware of Daniel’s faithful
testimony. As an introduction
to today’s lesson, tell the class
about a faithful brother or sister
in Christ that has greatly impacted your life and service for God.

64

RAIN OR SHINE
The record for most consecutive days running at least one
mile is reported to be 16,436
(http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/
headlines/2013/07/man-endsrunning-record-after-16436consecutive-days/). That’s 45
years straight without missing a
day! A streak like this does not
come easy. The record holder, a
cross country coach in the state
of California, reportedly ran on a
broken foot, through three surgeries, the removal of his wisdom
teeth, and kidney stones. Use this
illustration to begin a discussion
about Daniel’s uncompromising
commitment to God.
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God brought about the restoration of the temple
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God faithfully restores His people to
worship Him.
“In the ﬁrst year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulﬁlled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout
all his kingdom and also put it in writing” (Ezra 1:1).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God keeps His word to restore
His people.
2. God is in control, even over
kings, to restore His people.
3. God overcomes opposition to
restore His people..
4. God restores His people so
that they may worship Him.
5. God’s people are restored to
God through worshiping Him.

1. Describe how God kept His word spoken
through Jeremiah.
2. Name the two kings God used to restore His
people and temple worship.
3. List two ways enemies tried to ruin the
rebuilding of the temple.
4. Explain that the altar and temple represent
worship and God’s presence. .
5. Describe how the returning Jews prioritized
worship above all.
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Lesson Summary
God had promised that the Medes would destroy Babylon, and that He would use Cyrus
to restore His people and rebuild the temple. In the first six chapters of Ezra, God accomplished His will by moving Cyrus to make a decree, giving His people a heart for worship,
and working through Persian politics to complete the temple. Every effort to oppose the
work failed, because God never abandons His plan to call a people to Himself in joyful
worship.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The Jews’ return to Jerusalem reminded them of God’s power and purpose in redeeming
them from Egypt. God has the same power and purpose in redeeming Christians today.
From the beginning, God created mankind in His image to delight in Him and glorify
Him, and that purpose will not fail. We must trust in Christ’s power to save us, to display
His glory through us, and to bring us one day into His perfect presence to worship Him
forever.

T WEEK
LAS

God delivers Daniel from
the lions’ den
Daniel 6:1–30

EXILE

WEEK
THIS

T WEEK
NEX

God brought about
the restoration of the
temple
Ezra 1:1–6:22

God guided Israel to
repentance
Ezra 7:1–10:44

RETURN
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LESSON 38

Lesson Commentary

God faithfully restores His people to worship Him.
It had been almost 70 years since Nebuchadnezzar
had exiled Daniel and other upper class Jews in 605
bc. As time passed, there were always a few, like
Daniel, who still loved God and cried out to Him to
forgive Israel and restore Jerusalem for the sake
of His name (Dan 9). They remembered Jeremiah’s
prophecy that the exile would end after 70 years (Jer
25:11), and they eagerly anticipated that day. God
did not disappoint, for He is faithful to keep His word.
Just as He promised, He would bring His people back
to their land and to their God (Jer 29:10–14).

God moved Cyrus to make a decree
(1:1–2:70)
God used Cyrus to keep His promise, showing that
He is sovereign, completely in control. Cyrus honored
the LORD (1:2), but only because he was a polytheist,
worshiping many different gods to try to get them all on
his side. Cyrus was treating the LORD as a tool in his
hand, but in reality he was only a tool in the LORD’s
hand (1:1), as all rulers are (Prov 21:1). Cyrus issued
his decree in 538 BC and the Jews settled Judea and
rebuilt the altar in late 537 BC. From 605 bc to 537
BC was 70 years because Daniel was exiled before
the new Jewish civil year began in September of
605 BC and the altar was built after the new civil
year began in 537 BC. Since Hebrew dates include
portions of years as whole years, this is exactly the 70
years God had predicted.
Years

Activity

605–537 bc

Land Rests for 70 Years

586–516 bc

Temple Desolate for 70 Years

God used Cyrus for His plan, but what was God’s plan?

68

Long ago, God had freed Israel from Egypt so that
they would be His own people, a kingdom of priests
and holy nation (Exod 19:5–6). Then, 480 years after
the Exodus, Solomon built the temple as the central
place where this relationship would happen (1 Kgs
6:1). At the temple God lived among His people (8:11)
and His people entered His presence through prayer

and worship (8:30–53). So when God moved Cyrus to
issue a decree for the people to return and rebuild the
temple (Ezra 1:2–4), He showed that His plan had not
changed. He moved the hearts of His people—especially many priests—to restore them to Himself (1:5).
He even moved Cyrus to restore the original vessels
Solomon had made for temple worship. (1:7–11). He
was undoing what Nebuchadnezzar had done (2 Kgs
25:14–15), just as God said He would (Jer 27:22). So in
537 BC, Zerubbabel led 50,000 Jews, along with 8,000
animals and the holy vessels, returned and settled
in Judea (Ezra 2:1, 64–65). Much later, two more
groups returned (458 bc and 445 bc). These three
returns from exile were a second exodus. Like the first
exodus from Egypt, this
return displayed God’s
THINK ABOUT IT
sovereignty over world
It was God, not
leaders and His purpose
man, who let His
to have a people set
people go.
apart to worship Him.

God enabled temple construction to
begin (3:1–13)
Even though the returned Jews were vulnerable (3:3),
they put proper worship first. They gathered together
in a holy assembly for the first time in 70 years (3:1).
They built the altar first so that they could offer the
proper sacrifices and observe the proper festivals
as soon as possible (3:2–6; Lev 1:3–17; 23:24–44).
Working out from the altar, they next laid the temple’s
foundations. Again God used Cyrus (3:7), proving
again that He would not give up His plan for a people
specially chosen to worship, to trust, adore, serve, and
praise Him.
Even so, this temple was not like Solomon’s temple
(3:12). It was smaller and less ornate, and it also lacked
God’s glory residing within (Hag 2:1–4; Zech 4:9–10).
But it was still a sign of God’s presence with His people
(Hag 2:5), and a sign of an even more glorious temple
to come in the millennial kingdom (Hag 2:7; Ezek
40–48). Ultimately, Solomon’s temple, the second
temple, and the millennial temple all point forward to
the perfect fulfillment when God and the Lamb will
themselves be the temple (Rev 21:22).
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THINK ABOUT IT
God’s people
were created
and redeemed
to be with God,
belong to Him,
and worship
Him forever (Rev
22:3–4).

God enabled the
completion of the
temple (4:1–6:18)

But there are always
opposition to God’s people
and true worship (4:1–2).
In this case, the enemies
were the Samaritans. The
Samaritans were born from
the intermarriage of Jews left in the land and Gentiles
brought into the land after the fall of the northern tribes
centuries earlier. Since they were not true worshipers
of the LORD (2 Kgs 17:26–34), Israel’s leaders rejected
their offer in order to safeguard pure worship.
Even so, the Samaritans managed to halt work on the
temple for the next 16 years (Ezra 4:24).Although
Ezra 4:6–23 does not fit chronologically in Ezra 4–6, it
illustrates the kind of opposition Israel faced as they
tried to rebuild the temple and the city. But God’s word
cannot fail to come true.
He does not reject His
people or give up His plan
THINK ABOUT IT
“If God is for
for worship. So urged on
us, who can be
by the prophets Haggai
against us?”
and Zechariah, the people
(Rom 8:31).
resumed work on the
temple (5:1–2).
Reign of Persian Kings

Years

Cyrus (Darius the Mede)

549–529 bc

Cambyses

529–522 bc

Darius I

521–485 bc

Ahasuerus (Xerxes I)

485–464 bc

Artaxerxes I

464–424 bc

Again the Jews faced opposition. Tattenai, most likely
a Persian official, asked the Jews who gave them
permission to build (5:3). Yet again, God was in control.
Not only did He allow work to continue while Tattenai
communicated with Darius (5:5), but He also worked

through the politics to
make things even better
THINK ABOUT IT
(5:6–6:5). Through Darius,
Man’s greatest
achievements,
God prohibited anyone from
viewed from the
interfering (6:6–7), and He
heights of heaven,
caused the Jews’ enemies
are seen for what
to provide for all the costs
they really are—
nothing.
(6:8–10). While some see
only political theater and
religious pragmatism at work here, God’s people see
God’s providence, His behind-the-scenes care and
control over His creation.
Blessed by God’s providence and encouraged by His
prophets, the people finished the temple in 516 bc, 20
years after it had begun (6:13–15). This marked 70
years from the time Solomon’s temple was destroyed in
586 bc, proving once again that God’s word comes true.
The people realized that the actions even of the world’s
most powerful kings (6:15) were ultimately controlled
by the LORD to accomplish His word (6:22). They also
knew the appropriate response: worship. That’s why
the people celebrated the Passover (6:19–22), because
God’s purpose in restoring His people is that they may
worship Him.
That is still God’s purpose, for all His people. Although
the returned Jews quickly abandoned God and have
been apostate ever since, God will one day restore
Israel permanently, for His calling is irrevocable (Rom
11:26–29). Until then, God’s purpose continues in the
church. Christians are united in Christ to be God’s holy
temple (1 Pet 2:5). Like Israel, we are God’s kingdom of
priests and holy nation, called to proclaim God’s praises
and live for His glory (2:9–12). We face opposition,
but our God makes sure His word comes true. Since
He controls even the most powerful rulers, nothing
can stop His plan. One day, all the redeemed, Jew and
Gentile, will know what true joy is when they worship
God perfectly in the New Creation forever (Rev
21:1–22:5).
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Lesson Outline

God faithfully restores His people to worship Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God used Cyrus to keep His Word (1:1–2:70).
2. God’s enemies tried to stop God’s Word (4:1–24).
3. God kept His Word (4:1–6:18).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God moved Cyrus to allow Jews to
return home (1:1–2:70).
• Cyrus decreed that Jews rebuild
the temple in Jerusalem (1:1–4).
• God stirred up the hearts of the
Jews to return (1:5).
• Cyrus provided the necessary
supplies (1:6).
• Cyrus returned what
Nebuchadnezzar had taken (1:7–
2:70).

2. God enabled temple worship to be restored
(3:1–13).
• The Jews rebuilt the altar and offered
sacrifices to God (3:1–7).
• The Jews laid the foundations and sang
praise to God (3:8–13).
3. God enabled the temple to be completed
(4:1–6:18).
• The Jews guarded pure worship as they
rebuilt the temple (4:1–5).
• The Jews faced opposition to rebuilding the
temple (4:6–23).
• Darius provided for rebuilding the temple
(4:24–6:13).
• The Jews celebrated Passover after they
rebuilt the temple (6:14–22).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did God promise through Jeremiah?
He promised that after 70 years in exile, Cyrus would allow Israel to return to their
land.
2.	How did God keep this promise?
God stirred up Cyrus to issue a decree, and He stirred up the hearts of some Jews to
return.
3.	Who discouraged the Israelites from building the temple?
The Samaritans.
4.	How did God overcome the opposition?
He caused Darius to make the Samaritans pay for the temple.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What was God’s original plan for Israel?
God called them to worship Him as His kingdom of priests and holy nation.
2.	How was Solomon’s temple part of this plan?
God chose to be present at Solomon’s temple, to hear their prayers and receive their
worship.
3.	How was Israel’s return under Cyrus a second exodus?
Like the first exodus, God brought Israel back by controlling rulers, and He brought
them back so that they would worship Him.
4.	What were the 70 years of exile?
The land rested for 70 years from 605 to 537 bc. The temple was destroyed from 586
to 516 bc.
5.	How did the people prioritize worship?
The first thing they did was build the altar to offer the proper sacrifices.
6.	Why did some men weep after the temple foundation was laid?
They saw that the new temple did not come close to the glory of Solomon’s temple.
7.	How did God display His sovereign power in the Jews’ return and rebuilding of the
temple?
God used three of the world’s most powerful rulers to fulfill His word.
8.	How does Israel’s return and new temple encourage us today?
It shows us that we can trust God to make us His special people to worship Him
forever.
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LESSON 38

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE
PACKED?
Today’s lesson begins by describing
how Cyrus allowed the Jews to
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the
temple. For the Jews, moving from
Babylon to Jerusalem would have
required much faith and hope in God.
Help the children to create a packing
list, talking about the things that the
Jews might have packed for their trip
from Babylon to Jerusalem.

72

WHO RETURNED TO JERUSALEM?
Ezra 2 is a testimony to God’s
faithfulness in bringing the Jews
back to Jerusalem. Before class,
create a scroll with Ezra 2:1 written
at the top. As each child enters the
classroom, have a teacher or helper
read the verse to him and write his
name on the scroll. (You could have
someone come in and write the
children’s names in calligraphy; the
more beautiful the scroll, the more
the children will appreciate the
activity.) Once class begins, read the
entire scroll, and tell the children
to imagine what it would have been
like to be one of the Jews returning
to Jerusalem. In today’s lesson they
will learn about how God graciously
allowed a list like this to be recorded
in His Word.

ILLUSTRATE

BUILDING THE TEMPLE
Give the children building blocks,
and instruct them to help you build
the temple foundation. Pretend
to use gold or silver you brought
from Babylon to pay lumber men
for wood. Measure the blocks with
a ruler, and talk about what kind of
building it should be.

APPLY

BUILDING THE TEMPLE
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, sugar
cubes, cardstock, glue, scissors,and crayons.

Directions: Before class, build a
temple of your own to determine
how many sugar cubes each
student will need. You can
ACT IT OUT (EZRA 3:10–13)
then bring your temple in as
Select a few children to stand to one
an example for the students to
side of you, and give them kazoos.
copy. Pre-cut picture and verse
These children represent the priests
from the craft sheet. Have the
(3:10). Then select a few children
students color picture. Glue
to stand on your other side, and
the picture and the verse to the
give them cymbals or tambourines.
cardstock. Then they can build
These children represent the sons of
their temples with sugar cubes.
Asaph (3:10). Divide the rest of the
Be sure to allow time for the glue
children into two groups. One group
to dry.
should say, “For He is good,” and
the other, “For His mercy endures
forever toward Israel” (3:11). The
children can practice their parts a
few times and then end with a great
shout of “Praise the Lord!” while
Building the Temple
the “priests” and “sons of Asaph”
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
make music with their instruments.
Do not be surprised if this sounds
chaotic; the people in Jerusalem
could not tell the shouts of joy from
the sounds of weeping (3:13). After
the activity, explain why some Jews
wept while others rejoiced.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

CAMPING TRIP
Bring in various items used on a
camping trip. Talk about how these
things help us survive when living
out in the wilderness away from
our homes. In today’s lesson, the
Israelites will go on a long camping
trip. Tell the children to listen closely to discover what the Israelites will
see.

GOD DOES NOT CHANGE
Put some small prizes or treats in a
bag. Show the children the closed
bag, and have the children vote on
what they think might be in the bag
(you may provide a few options).
Does the outcome of the vote have
any effect on what we will find when
we open the bag? No. God has told
us things about Himself in His Word,
and He has made many promises,
too. One promise that He made
was to bring the Israelite captives
back to Jerusalem. There were not
very many people who believed this
promise, but what people thought
did not change God’s plan at all.

FAIR TRADE?
Give each child a small treat. Then
tell them that they have a choice:
they can keep what they have, or
they can trade it for what you have.
(Do not show them what you have.)
If they decide to trade, they must
do it now, not once they see what it
is that you have. Have the children
who want to trade stand up. Then
give them what you have: twice
the amount of whatever they were
given at first. Ask the class why they
did or didn’t trade. Tell them that
Israel did not want to give up their
good life in favor of an unknown
future. In today’s lesson we will
learn that Israel had to trust God for
the unknown.

APPLY

GOD MOVES PEOPLE TO
ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, paper
clips, magnets, scissors, and glitter
glue or crayons.
Directions: Have students cut out
the character tabs from the craft
sheet. The students then should
fold along the dotted lines and use
paper clips to hold the ends together so that each character can
stand. Use glitter glue or crayons
to decorate the map. Have the
students set the characters on the
map and use magnets to move the
pieces along the dotted line.

GOD REMEMBERS
Tell the children that you need help
remembering something. Do different things to help yourself remem- God Moves People to Accomplish His Will
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
ber: tie a string to your finger, set a
timer or alarm on your phone, ask
the children for help, etc. Ask the
children if any of them have trouble
remembering things (coats, books,
homework, household chores, etc.)
Then ask the class if God has trouble
remembering. He does not. Today’s
lesson is a great example of God’s
faithfulness to do exactly what He
said He will do.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

RECORD OF FAITHFULNESS
Bring to class a Guinness Book of
World Records or almanac. Read a

PRAISE HIM FOR HIS
PROVIDENCE
When we are confused when cer-

WHAT CAN I DO?
The book of Ezra says that God
was served and worshiped in the

few noteworthy events that have
taken place in the last couple of
years. Then ask the children to
tell you what will happen in the

tain things don’t make sense to us,
it is easy to become discouraged.
But we can trust God’s providence
in the situation; He has a purpose

temple by the priests, Levites,
singers, gatekeepers, and temple
servants. What were some of the
jobs of service to God that these

future: Who will win the Super
Bowl? What will the temperature

for every situation in our lives.
Share with the children a personal

people did? In the body of Christ,
we each have a job to do, too. God

be in Los Angeles, California on
October 21st? Nobody knows; but
God does. Read Isaiah 46:9–10
and explain that God, unlike the

illustration of God’s providence
from your life or from the life of
your family. Explain how God used
this situation to glorify Himself.

has given every believer gifts and
abilities to do a particular job. Ask
the children to name some jobs
they can do in service to God now,

false gods of the nations, is able to

as well as some jobs they will be

reveal from ancient times “things
that are not yet done.” Explain that
the Jews’ return and rebuilding of

NOT LIKE THE FIRST
Many times sequels fail to live up
to the original. This is especially

the temple was the fulfillment of a
70-year-old promise.
WHAT HE SAYS, HE WILL DO
What God says, He will do. He
doesn’t break His promises, and

true with movies. Ask the children
if they have ever been excited
about seeing a sequel to movie,
only to be disappointed with it.
This is how many of the older
Jews felt after the foundation

He always has the resources that
He needs. As a class, make a list

of the second temple was laid
(Ezra 3:10–13). Having seen the

of things in Scripture that God
promised to do and accomplished:
flood (Gen 7), birth of Isaac (Gen

splendor of Solomon’s temple,
many of the older men knew the
second temple failed to match the

21), exodus from Egypt (Exod 3, 6,
12), manna from heaven (Exod 16),

greatness of the original temple.

able to do as adults.

Jesus’ virgin birth (Isa 7; Matt 1),
etc. What are examples of things
that God promised that He would
do for believers? (Examples: save
them, give them peace and joy, etc.).
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God guided Israel to repentance
EZRA 7:1–10:44
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LESSON 39

God sanctiﬁes His people.
“We have broken faith with our God and
have married foreign women from the
peoples of the land, but even now there is
hope for Israel in spite of this” (Ezra 10:2).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God’s people must be holy.
2. The holiness of God’s people
depends on the work of God.
3. To be holy, God’s people must
confess and turn from their sin.
4. To be holy, God’s people must
study, live, and teach God’s word.
5. To be holy, God’s people must
depend on God’s mercy.

1. Define “holy.”
2. State the phrase that is repeated throughout
these chapters.
3. Describe how Ezra and the people
demonstrated their sadness over their sin.
4. Describe Ezra and explain what made him the
right man for the job.
5. Show how Ezra and the people depended
entirely on Gods’ mercy through prayer.
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Lesson Summary
Israel had been in the land for multiple generations, but while the temple had been rebuilt,
the people had rebelled. They, like their forefathers, had taken foreign wives, resulting
in the worship of foreign gods. So Ezra, eighty years after Cyrus’ decree, led a second
group to return to Jerusalem. This return, made successful by “the hand of God,” led to the
repentance of God’s people and the restoration of true worship.

Spotlight on the Gospel
In Ezra’s return, the Lord providentially guided Israel to repentance and a proper relationship with Him. However, the ultimate display of God’s provision to His people is seen in
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. God Himself provided Jesus as the spotless lamb.
He alone protected Jesus’ path to the cross to bear the sin of His people. And it is God
Himself that prompts His people to repent and grow in holiness as they hope in Christ.

T WEEK
LAS

God brought about the
restoration of the temple
Ezra 1:1–6:22

WEEK
THIS

God guided Israel to
repentance
Ezra 7:1–10:44

T WEEK
NEX

God led Nehemiah to
reconstruct the wall
Nehemiah 1:1–7:73a
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LESSON 39

Lesson Commentary
God sanctifies His people.

In the previous lesson (Ezra 1:1–6:22), God providentially worked through Persian kings and ordinary
people to rebuild His temple and restore worship
there. But a temple and acts of worship are empty
unless they come from a reformed people. There is
a gap of over 50 years between Ezra 6 and 7, and
during that time the people, following the actions
of their leaders, had wandered from wholehearted
obedience to God. In Ezra 7–10, God providentially
worked to bring His people back into a proper a
relationship with Him.

God provided for Israel’s worship (7:1–28)
First, God providentially raised up the right man to
bring the hearts of His people back to Him. Ezra was
both qualified and equipped, a priest skilled in the law
of Moses (7:1–6). His pattern of preparation is a timeless example to all who study and teach God’s word
(7:10). Every believer must set His heart on God’s word,
not only to study it, but also to put it into practice. Only
then are we ready to open our mouths and instruct
others (Matt 7:5). We must handle God’s word with all
diligence, teaching the Scriptures with precision and
accuracy (2 Tim 2:15), knowing that those who teach
others will be judged with greater strictness (Jas 3:1).
In addition to this qualified
and equipped leader, God
also provided a people to
return to Jerusalem with Ezra
(Ezra 7:7–10). While the first
group to return rebuilt the
temple, this second group
went back to ensure that
the temple was functioning properly. And like the first
group, this second group was successful because it was
God who went before them. It was “the hand of the
LORD” that gave Ezra and the people success (7:6).
This phrase is often repeated (cf. 7:9, 28; 8:18, 22,
31) to emphasize that it was by God’s sovereign hand
that the people were able to return. God showed His

THINK ABOUT IT
Like Ezra, every
believer must
know God’s word
more and more,
be what God tells
him to be, and
teach others also.

unrivaled power when he moved Artaxerxes, the great
leader of the Medo-Persian Empire, to provide for the
people’s return (7:12–26).
Ezra recognized the LORD’s powerful hand at work
in the life of Artaxerxes (7:27; cf. Prov 21:1) and in
his own life (Ezra 7:28). This gave him courage, so
Ezra prepared the leaders of Israel for the journey to
Jerusalem (7:28). The providence of God greatly encourages believers. Because of God’s complete care and
control over all creation, Christians need not be anxious
about tomorrow (Matt 6:34) or fear great calamity
(Rom 6:34). However, God’s providence must never be
used as an excuse to fail to act in faith. Like Ezra, we
must obediently respond to God’s leading in our lives,
taking courage in God’s unbeatable power. In so doing,
we follow in the footsteps of those who have gone
before us, courageous men and women like Moses
(Exod 4:1–9), Joshua (Josh 1:1–9; 5:13–15), Rahab
(2:8–14), Daniel (Dan 6:10), and Esther (Esth 4:14).

God protected Ezra on his journey to
Jerusalem (8:1–8:36)
The LORD provided for the people’s journey in four
ways. First, He gathered the people (Ezra7:28b–8:14).
Again, it was because of “the hand of the the LORD”
that Ezra was able to assemble the people (7:28b).
Second, Yahweh supplied Levites for worship in the
temple (8:15–20). The lay people were ready, but no
Levites had chosen to return. So Ezra sent men to
gather the Levites (8:17). However, it was only “by the
good hand of our God on us” that 38 willing Levities
were located (8:18–20).
Third, the LORD protected the people (8:21–26). The
journey to Jerusalem was dangerous, but Ezra was determined to make it without any help from Artaxerxes’
soldiers. He did not want to do anything to confuse
the king concerning his
trust in God’s ability to
THINK ABOUT IT
protect the people on
The world may
the return to Jerusalem
dismiss what we
(8:22). So the people,
say, but it often
takes note of what
urged on by Ezra, dewe do.
pended on God alone
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through prayer and fasting (8:21–23). Ezra believed in the
sovereignty of God, and his life proved it. God listened to
the prayer of His people (8:31–36). As a result, Ezra and
those who returned with him were able to aid the people
and the house of God (8:35–36). As with all that came
before, this divine deliverance came at “the hand of our
God” (8:31).

God prompted the people to repent (9:1–
10:44)
But Ezra soon heard sad news: just a few generations
after the first return to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel,
the Jews had begun to intermarry with the people in the
land (9:1–2). Even the priests and Levites were guilty
(9:1). Ezra was devastated by Israel’s unfaithfulness (9:3).
Israel was supposed to be a holy nation (Exod 19:5–6),
pure and set apart to worship God. God had forbidden
intermarriage because foreign wives inevitably led Israel
to worship foreign gods (Exod 34:10–17; Deut 7, 23). To
a great extent this sin had caused Israel’s defeat and exile
in the first place. How could they return so quickly to the
same sin? Neither the punishment of exile nor the grace of
return was enough to keep the people from going back to
their fathers’ sin.
In desperation, Ezra threw himself upon the mercy of
God (Ezra 9:3–15). He identified himself with his people
as he prayed with true humility and utter brokenness
over sin. After all, what hope is there for a people who
sees God’s grace and still turns away (9:8, 14)? Ezra
realized how dead serious sin is, because ultimately all sin
despises God’s grace and tramples upon God’s law (9:10).
He did not blow it off by thinking, “It’s no big deal, God
forgives.” Such presumption is dangerous, because God
only forgives the truly broken. Instead Ezra entrusted
himself completely—no matter the consequences—to the
God who is “just” (Ezra 9:15). This is the only way to grow
in holiness, only when we realize the magnitude of our
sin and our inability to change ourselves no matter how
many chances we’re given. We grow in holiness only when

we cry out for the mercy of God. And this dependence
on God’s mercy only deepens as we grow. As we grow in
sanctification, the process by which God makes us more and
more holy, we see more and more God’s great holiness, our
great sin, and our desperate need for God’s mercy.
Many of the people truly repented. They were broken
over their sin (10:1–5) and committed to turn away from
their sin (10:6–15). Three months later, in time for the
Passover celebration, the Jews had completely separated
themselves from the surrounding people (10:16–17).
They were ready to worship God. God had created and
saved them for this. He had restored them and rebuilt
the temple for this. And now He purified them for this. In
both their exile and return, God was at work, sovereignly
and lovingly drawing the hearts of His people back to
Him.
THINK ABOUT IT
For us, God does the
Our hope is not
same. By His sovereign
in ourselves, but
grace He saves us, and by
in our God who
His sovereign grace He rewill complete
His work in us
stores and reforms us over
(Phil 1:6).
and over again. That is
why, whether threatened
from without or failing within, we run to Him in prayer as
Ezra did, so that we may receive mercy and find grace in
every time of need (Heb 4:16). And though we must, like
Ezra, work hard to grow in godliness, our hope is in the
grace of God at work in us (1 Cor 15:10).
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Lesson Outline

God sanctifies His people.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God leads His people to worship Him (7:1–28).
2. God leads His people to complete His work (8:1–8:36).
3. God leads His people to repent (9:1–10:44).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God provided for Israel’s worship
(7:1–28).
• The Lord provided Ezra as a
qualified leader (7:1–6).
• The Lord provided a people
dedicated to His law (7:7–10).
• The Lord provided Artaxerxes’
decree (7:11–28).

2. God protected Ezra on his journey to
Jerusalem (8:1–8:36).
• The Lord gathered the people (7:28b–
8:14).
• The Lord supplied the Levites (8:15–20).
• The Lord listened to the prayer of His
people (8:21–30).
• The Lord delivered the people and goods
safely (8:31–36).
3. God prompted the people to repent (9:1–
10:44).
• Ezra saw the people’s sin of intermarriage
(9:1–5).
• Ezra led the people in a confession of sin
(9:6–15).
• The people confessed their sin and
reaffirmed God’s law (10:1–4).
• The people separated themselves from
their foreign wives (10:5–44).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What man did God prepare to restore Israel?
God prepared Ezra, a priest who studied, obeyed, and taught God’s law.
2.	Who helped Ezra to arrive in Jerusalem safely?
God used King Artaxerxes to help Ezra by granting his requests. Artaxerxes did this
because the hand of the Lord was on him.
3.	What did the people do after Ezra taught them the Law?
The repented of their sin.
4.	How did God respond to the people’s sin?
He was merciful.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What did the king give Ezra?
The king gave permission to any Jew who wanted to return to Jerusalem. He also gave
silver and gold as an offering to God, money for offerings, and articles for temple service.
2.	What phrase repeatedly emphasizes that it was God’s power that restored His people?
The hand of our God/the Lord (Ezra 7:9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31).
3.	Who was missing from the group, and why were they important?
The Levites. The Levites were the only ones who could assist in temple worship.
4.	How did Ezra find Levites willing to return?
Fasting and prayer were acts of utter dependence on God to protect them on the journey.
5.	Why did the Jews fast and pray?
God called it “the land which I will show you” Gen. 12:1). This was going to be a special
land for Abram and his family.
6.	How had the people sinned?
They had married foreign women, which led them to worship foreign gods.
7.	What did Ezra do at the evening sacrifice?
Ezra confessed the sins of the people before the Lord. He knew that God had been
gracious to the people, but they had sinned against God in return.
8.	How did Israel demonstrate sorrow over their sin?
The people confessed their sin and wept bitterly before the Lord. They showed their
repentance by divorcing their foreign wives.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

PUPPETS
Cut out two eight-inch cardboard circles. Draw a happy
face on one and a sad face (with
tears) on the other. Glue on yarn
for hair, and glue a wooden stick
to each. Explain to the children
that today’s lesson will show
God’s goodness to Ezra and the
Israelites (hold up the happy-face
puppet) and also Israel’s sin and
repentance in the Promised Land
(hold up the sad-face puppet).

GOING TO JERUSALEM
Bring in various types of shoes—ballet shoes, snowshoes, hiking boots,
tap shoes, cowboy boots, sandals,
etc. Discuss what each shoe is for.
Ask the children what type of shoes
the Israelites might have worn in
the hot desert on the way back to
Jerusalem. Let the children pretend
they are the Israelites hiking
through the desert to Jerusalem.

READ, OBEY, AND TEACH
As the children arrive, pull small
groups aside and show them
three cards: one should have
a picture of the Bible, another
should have a picture of hands or
feet, and the third should have a
picture of lips. Have the children
take turns guessing what order
the three cards should go in.
Then read them Ezra 7:10,
which gives the order as: read,
obey, and teach. Explain that we
cannot teach God’s Word until
we obey it, and we cannot obey it
until we know what it say.

82

SEPARATE FROM THE BAD
Talk about what it means to
separate from something. Give
the children various items to
separate—uncooked pasta and
beans, pennies and nickels, two
types of breakfast cereal, beans and
rocks, etc. Tell them that beans are
good to eat and that you want to
separate them from rocks, which
are not edible. Sometimes we need
to separate from bad things, too.
Ask the children what things they
should separate from. Talk about
children who say bad words, get into
trouble, talk back to their parents,
are irresponsible with other people’s
property, etc. Tell the children that
in today’s lesson the Jews have to
separate themselves from people
who would lead them away from
God.

APPLY

GOD’S GOOD HAND
See Year2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
glue.
Directions: Pre-cut the hands and
the tabs from the craft sheets. In
class, distribute the “God’s Good
Hand on Ezra and Israel” hand
with the corresponding tabs.
Have the children glue the tabs
on the fingers. Then pass out the
“God’s Good Hand on Me” hand
with corresponding tabs. Have
the children glue the tabs on
the fingers. Glue the two hands
together. Help the students to
think of a specific, personal way
in which God has blessed them
and then write it in the space
provided
God’s Good Hand
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

RETURNING TO ITS VOMIT
Sadly, within a few generations of
the return to Jerusalem, the Jews
began to intermarry with the people
in the land (Ezra 9:1–2). It is almost
unimaginable that the Jews would
so quickly return to the same sin
as their forefathers. It was this
same sin that contributed to their
removal from the promised land
in the first place! Illustrate this by
bringing in fake vomit or describing
vomit to the children. Then ask
them how they would feel about
covering themselves with it. This is
a vivid illustration of just what the
Israelites did when they returned to
their sin (Prov 26:11).

DIFFICULT TO REMOVE
It was very difficult and painful for
the Jews to separate from their
foreign wives. Separating from
evil is not easy, but it is necessary.
Illustrate this concept by showing
the children a barb located on the
end of an arrow, thorn, or fish hook.
Explain how a barb makes it easy
for the tip of the point to enter, but
difficult to remove. This is also true
of evil: it is easy to join ourselves to
evil, but very difficult and painful to
remove ourselves from it.

WALK WITH THE WISE
Tell the children a story about a boy
who desired to obey his parents
but found obedience increasingly
difficult as he spent more time with
friends who did not care about
obedience. Ask the children why
the boy found it hard to obey. Read
Proverbs 13:20 and tell the children
that in today’s lesson the Israelites
have chosen for their closest
friends—their wives—people who
worshiped idols. Ask the children
how they think that affected the
Israelites’ obedience to God.

APPLY

GOD’S GOODNESS
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, yarn, hole
punch, glue, tape, and crayons.
Directions: Have children cut out
the pyramid template and pyramid pieces from the craft sheets.
Color the pyramid pieces and glue
them on to the pyramid template.
Hole punch two of the tips, feed
yarn through, and tie together
the ends. Form the template into
a pyramid by taping the inside
edges together.

NEED A TISSUE?
The Jews were supposed to be
holy, separated from evil. Sadly,
many of the men had married
foreign women who worshiped
idols. Illustrate the concept of
holiness by offering a soiled, used,
disgusting tissue to someone who
has a runny nose. Would any of
the children want to use a tissue
like this? No! Does God desire His
children to be covered with sin and
filth? No! God desires us to live in
holiness, separated from sin and
the corruption of the world.
God’s Goodness
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

REPEAT OFFENDER
Explain what it means when someone is labeled a “repeat offender”

IS IT RIGHT TO DO WRONG TO
DO RIGHT
This lesson may raise a question:

LEARN, OBEY, AND TEACH
In today’s lesson we learned that
Ezra studied God’s Word, prac-

in the criminal justice system. Talk
about how the consequences for
people who commit 2nd or 3rd
or 4thcrimes are typically much

Why were the people of Israel
told to divorce their wives, since
divorce is wrong? Divorce is
wrong, and God hates divorce. It

ticed what he learned, and then
taught it to others. This is a great
model for us to follow. We must
begin by studying God’s Word so

greater than those committing their
first crime. Tell the children that in

should be avoided at all costs. But
the Israelites’ marriages to foreign

that we understand it and know
it. Then we should apply what we

today’s lesson we’re going to see
a “repeat offender”: the Jews who
returned to Jerusalem. Sadly, within
a few generations of the return

women were causing them to
commit adultery with foreign gods.
So in this specific situation, God
told them to separate themselves

have learned to our lives. Finally,
we should teach it to others. We
should allow them to see how
we are living out the truth and

to Jerusalem, the Jews began to

by divorcing their foreign wives.

help them to do the same. What

STEADY GROWTH
Sanctification—the process by

are some things that you have
recently learned from God’s
Word? How should you apply

marry idol worshipers (Ezra 9:1–2).
Explain that this was the same sin
that contributed to their forefathers’ removal from the promised
land in the first place.
LEARN, OBEY, AND TEACH (IN
THAT ORDER!)
This was how Ezra prepared to

which God makes us more and
more holy, like Christ—should
continue throughout a Christian’s
life. Represent this visually by
drawing a line that rises steadily,
even though the line might not be

teach the people (Ezra 7:10).
Illustrate the importance of

perfectly straight. Though there
may be minor ups and downs, the

following God’s ordained order
by giving hygiene and fashion tips
while exhibiting horrible hygiene

overall direction is upward.

these truths to your life? Are you
doing what God’s Word says? If
so, are you also teaching others
God’s Word so that they might
repent and obey God’s Word?

and fashion yourself (mess up your
hair, put a piece of broccoli between
your teeth, wear different colored
socks, pants that are too short to
cover your ankles, or button your
shirt incorrectly). Why should they
follow your instructions if you
haven’t even followed your own?
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God helps His people accomplish
His work.
“So the wall was ﬁnished.... And when all our
enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were
afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they
perceived that this work had been accomplished
with the help of our God” (Neh 6:15–16).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God helps His people.
2. God’s help encourages ordinary
people to do God’s work.
3. God’s enemies cannot stop God
from accomplishing His purpose.
4. God uses godly leaders to
accomplish His purpose.
5. Godly people depend on God.

1. List several ways God helped Nehemiah and the
Jews rebuild the walls.
2. Describe the practical steps Nehemiah and the
people took in doing God’s work.
3. List several ways Israel’s enemies tried to stop
the walls from being rebuilt.
4. Identify several godly character traits seen in
Nehemiah.
5. Count how many times Nehemiah expressed his
dependence on God.
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Lesson Summary
In the first two returns to Jerusalem the temple was rebuilt and worship was restored. But
the city’s walls were still in ruins. So Nehemiah led a third and final return to Jerusalem
in order to rebuild the city’s walls and gates. This massive building project greatly upset
Israel’s neighbors, who felt threatened by Israel’s growing presence in the area. But none
of their opposition to the work succeeded, for God’s good hand was upon His people to
accomplish the work.

Spotlight on the Gospel
In this portion of Scripture, God used Nehemiah to accomplish His purpose in rebuilding
the city’s walls. Nehemiah was a godly leader, characterized by prayer, concern for God’s
people, and wisdom. These characteristics are seen in their fullest in the person of Jesus
Christ. He was a man of prayer; He expressed deep concern for and compassion on Israel;
and He is the perfection of all wisdom. In Jesus, God providentially worked to accomplish
His purpose in redeeming His people from their sin.

T WEEK
LAS

God guided Israel to
repentance
Ezra 7:1–10:44

WEEK
THIS

God led Nehemiah to
reconstruct the wall
Nehemiah 1:1–7:73a

T WEEK
NEX

Israel refused to be
ruled by God
Nehemiah 7:73b–13:31

RETURN
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Lesson Commentary

they deserved it, but because God had made them
His people (1:10) and promised to restore them
(Deut 30:1–3).

The decree of Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to
Jerusalem to reestablish the worship of the LORD.
God then used Persian kings to accomplish the
purpose He had decreed long before (Jer 29:10–14).
In the first return to Jerusalem, the LORD provided
for the rebuilding of His temple (Ezra 1:1–6:22). In
the second return, He guided the people to repentance (Ezra 7:1–10:44). But the city still lay in ruins,
a shameful shell of what it once was. But how could
a small band of refugees rebuild this city, especially
with enemies all around them? Only by the gracious
hand of God strengthening them (2:8, 12, 18, 20;
4:14, 20; 6:9, 16). That is what the third and final
return is about.

Nehemiah’s prayer was already the beginning
of God’s answer because God was at work in
Nehemiah’s heart. God then arranged the details at
the royal court. As cupbearer, Nehemiah guarded
the life of the king against poison, so he was already
trusted by the king. So despite his fear, he told the
king the reason for his grief (2:1–3). He mentioned
graves and gates because these represented the
spiritual and social life of the city. Graves honored
the previous generation whose job it was to pass
on their faith to their children. Gates represented
the life of the city, since this is where the people
gathered to conduct official business. During the
conversation, Nehemiah continued to depend on
God, showing us what it means to pray without
ceasing (Neh 2:4; 1 Thess 5:17). When Artaxerxes
chose to provide for all
his needs (Neh 2:5–8),
THINK ABOUT IT
We should always
Nehemiah knew God
be in a mindset of
had done it (2:8).
prayer.
God was sending the
right man to rebuild
Jerusalem’s walls.

God helps His people accomplish His work.

Return

Event

Year

First

The people rebuild the
temple, led by Zerubbabel

537 bc

Second

The people are reformed,
led by Ezra

458 bc

The people rebuild the wall,
led by Nehemiah

445 bc

Third

God prepared Nehemiah to go to
Jerusalem (1:1–2:8)
The temple had been built, but Jerusalem’s walls
were still in ruins (Neh 1:3). This was the city where
God had chosen to place His name (Deut 12:5; 2
Kgs 21:4), so Nehemiah was devastated (1:4). In his
grief, he prayed on the basis of God’s sovereignty
(1:5) and promises (1:7–9). He confessed that Israel
had deserved to be exiled because they had broken
God’s covenant (Deut 4:25–28). But now, through
the prayers of Daniel (Dan
9:1–19), Ezra (Ezra 9:6–15),
THINK ABOUT IT
We can have
Nehemiah (Neh 1:4–11),
every confidence
and other God-fearing Jews
that God is ready,
(1:11), a remnant at least
willing, and able to
had repented. So Nehemiah
forgive our sin when
we confess it before
called upon God to rememHim (1 John 1:9).
ber His people, not because

God encouraged Nehemiah to work
responsibly (2:9–4:17)
Encouraged by God’s gracious power, Nehemiah got
to work. He first traveled to Jerusalem, protected
along the way by God’s power. He realized the
opposition he would face (2:9–10). Sanballat the
Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite were leaders of
Israel’s Samaritan neighbors to the north and the
east, and they felt threatened by the resettlement of
Jerusalem. What should Nehemiah do? Did his trust
in God cause him to do nothing or act foolishly? No.
Nehemiah shows us that God’s power motivates
God’s people to act responsibly. Nehemiah acted
wisely, inspecting the city’s walls under the cover of
darkness before revealing his plan (2:11–18). He also
wisely reminded his enemies that the Jews had the
king’s permission and God’s protection, while Israel’s
enemies had neither (2:20).
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God’s gracious power also encouraged the people both
to work hard (2:18; 3:1–32) and to stand guard. They
had to be on guard because Sanballat and Israel’s enemies were busy disrupting the work (4:1–3, 7–8, 11).
Israel faced opposition on every side: the Samaritans
to the north; the Arabs to the south; the Ammonites to
the east; and the Ashdodites to the west. In response,
the people prayed and put their trust in God to fight
for them (4:4–5, 14, 20). After all, God had done this
for His people many times before (Exod 14:14; Josh
10:14, 42; 23:10). At the same time, they also stood
guard (4:9, 16–17) and prepared in advance in case
of attack (4:18–23). They illustrate how true faith in
God’s power does not undermine human responsibility.
Rather, it empowers God’s people to do their duty by
giving them confidence of success.
Like Nehemiah and the
Jews with him, believers
today can trust the LORD
to sustain them (Ps 55:22).
At the same time, like
them, we too must remain
alert, although we fight a
spiritual battle (Eph 6:12). In order to stand firm against
our enemy, the devil, we must employ all the spiritual
resources God has left at our disposal (6:14–17). So we
cast all our anxieties on God, and at the same time we
resist the devil (1 Pet 5:7–9). We depend upon God’s
power at work in us, so we find confidence to work out
our salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12–13).
God’s mighty power and the believer’s confident action
go together.
THINK ABOUT IT
Because Christians
trust the Lord,
they also prepare
diligently for
whatever situation
they may face.

God protected Nehemiah until the wall
was completed (5:1–7:73a)
Truth faith is what empowers believers to successfully
do God’s work. Thus, those who live as if God doesn’t
matter undermine God’s work. So Nehemiah was
right to be extremely angry when he found out that
his fellow Jews were mistreating other Jews. The rich
were loaning money to the poor, then enslaving them
when they could no longer pay the exorbitant interest

(5:1–5). The Mosaic Law made interest illegal on loans
to fellow Jews (Lev 25:36–37), but these wealthy
Jewish leaders ignored the law because they did not
fear God (Neh 5:9). So Nehemiah urged them: with
enemies all around, wasn’t this a time more than ever
to be in awe of God, be afraid of just punishment, and
give God the honor He deserves? They could say nothing
against Nehemiah (5:8), for he spoke with integrity. His
life of generosity (5:8, 10) and selflessness (5:14–15)
gave weight to his words.
THINK ABOUT IT
As Nehemiah lived before
A godly leader
is a man of
God, God continued to
integrity, because
graciously help Nehemiah.
he fears God.
He kept Nehemiah from
falling into Sanballat’s trap
to lure him away to kill him (6:1–4). He strengthened
Nehemiah by the truth when Sanballat spread lies
that Nehemiah was revolting against Persia (6:5–9).
He enabled Nehemiah to discern the false prophecies
designed to discredit him (6:10–13). If Nehemiah
had listened to the prophecy and gone into the Holy
Place, he would have sinned, since Nehemiah was
not a priest. But because he lived by faith in God,
Nehemiah never gave his enemies an opportunity to
slander his character or question his courage. He was
above reproach in all he did, free from any accusation
of wrongdoing. So too must be all those who desire to
lead God’s people (1 Tim 3:2).
Nehemiah’s enemies could not prevent God from
accomplishing His purpose. When the wall was completed in just 52 days, the confidence of Nehemiah’s
enemies crumbled. Even they realized that God’s
sovereign hand had helped Nehemiah accomplish His
purpose (Neh 6:15–16). This is what God still does
today for His people. He is their help and shield (Ps
33:20), their rock, salvation, and fortress (62:2). Those
who fear Him and trust Him will never be shaken
(62:6). The sovereign God is with His children wherever they go (28:20), empowering them to accomplish
the good works that He has prepared for them (Eph
2:10).
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Lesson Outline

God helps His people accomplish His work.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
God helps His people...
1. By giving them godly leaders (1:1–2:8).
2. By encouraging them to work hard (2:9–3:32).
3. By guarding them from physical attack (4:1–4:23).
4. By stopping unkindness among His people (5:1–19).
5. By protecting them from lies (6:1–19).
AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God prepared Nehemiah to go to
Jerusalem (1:1–2:8).
• Nehemiah received the bad news
about Jerusalem (1:1–3).
• Nehemiah mourned, prayed, and
depended on God (1:4–11).
• Nehemiah received a commission
from Artaxerxes (2:1–8).

2. God encouraged Nehemiah to work
responsibly (2:9–4:23).
• Nehemiah wisely inspected the walls
(2:9–20).
• The people diligently worked on the
wall (3:1–32).
• The builders vigilantly guarded against
opposition (4:1–23).
3. God protected Nehemiah until the wall
was completed (5:1–7:73a).
• Nehemiah ended the injustice of the
Jewish nobles (5:1–19).
• Nehemiah resisted the schemes of
Sanballat, Geshem and Tobiah (6:1–14).
• The people finished the wall and filled
the city (6:15–7:73a).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What was wrong with Jerusalem?
Its walls were still knocked down.
2.	Who was the man God sent to rebuild the walls?
Nehemiah.
3.	How long did it take to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem?
The wall was finished in 52 days.
4.	What did Nehemiah’s enemies realize as they watched how quickly the walls were
built?
That this work had been done with God’s help.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What did Nehemiah do when he heard the news about Jerusalem?
He was very sad, confessed sin, and prayed to God for help.
2.	Why were Nehemiah and the Jews encouraged to rebuild the walls?
They knew God was with them and would help them succeed.
3.	What did Nehemiah’s enemies think about the walls being rebuilt?
They were furious.
4.	How did Israel’s enemies first try to stop the walls from being rebuilt?
They planned to join together and fight against Jerusalem.
5.	How did the people respond to Sanballat’s mocking and threat of attack?
They trusted God to fight for them, and they also stood guard.
6.	How did the rich Jews undermine the work?
They were oppressing the poor Jews by making them pay high interest.
7.	How did Nehemiah stop the rich Jews from sinning?
He rebuked them, called them to fear God, and proved it by his integrity.
8.	How else did Nehemiah’s enemies try to stop the wall?
They tried to trap Nehemiah, they spread lies, and they tried to ruin his character. But
God protected Nehemiah because he stayed true to God.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

THE CUPBEARER
Bring in a plate full of apple chunks,
with a few potato chunks mixed in
(remove the skins). Explain that one
main duty of a cupbearer was to
be the king’s food taster, ensuring
that no one was trying to poison
the king. Have each child pretend
to be a cupbearer and choose a
chunk from the plate to taste. If the
cupbearer chooses an apple chunk,
the king “lives,” and the food is safe
for the king. If he chooses a potato
chunk, the king is poisoned, and the
food is not safe for the king. Ask the
cupbearers whether they like their
job. It is an important one, but one
that can prove dangerous!
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GROUP COOPERATION
To illustrate the efficiency of
working as a group, arrange large
blocks in a circle (not stacked). Tell
the children that today’s lesson
will focus on Nehemiah leading the
Israelites to rebuild Jerusalem’s
wall. Select a child to build up the
wall by himself. Then
take down the wall. This time, select
several children (so that each child
is only responsible for the blocks
in front of him) to build the wall
together.

ILLUSTRATE

NIGHT RECONNAISSANCE
Lead the children in pretending,
like Nehemiah, to walk around
Jerusalem’s wall at night,
inspecting the damage. Allow
various children to lead, carrying
a flashlight. Ask the children, “Is
the wall burned and black? Is it
broken down? Are the stones
broken? What would it take to
rebuild the wall?” Use rulers and
measuring tapes to measure the
stones that need replacing. How
many people and how long would
it take to clear away the rubble?

APPLY

BUILDING JERUSALEM’S WALL
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, glue, and
scissors.
Directions: Pre-cut individual
bricks from the craft sheet.
Direct the students to finish
building Jerusalem’s wall by
gluing the bricks into position on
the other craft sheet.

THE LORD IS OUR STRENGTH
Bring some weights or dumbbells
to class, and let the children
take turns lifting them. Ask the
children if this—the ability to lift
weights—is where a believer’s
strength lies. No. A believer’s
strength is found in the Lord! In
today’s lesson, Nehemiah’s prayed
to God to strengthen his hands.

Building Jerusalem’s Wall
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

WHY THE WALL?
Show the children pictures of a police
officer, a firefighter, or a soldier. (You
also could bring in a uniform, if you
have access to one.) Officers wear
uniforms for protection (bulletproof
vests, fire-retardant coats, etc.)
and identification (showing other
people whom/what they represent).
A uniform must look nice and wellkept because the person wearing it
represents something or someone.
Rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls was
important for similar reasons. First,
the walls were important for the city’s
protection. Rebuilding the walls was
the first step toward restoring the city
as a whole. Second, the walls were
an important symbol of the state of
the city. Rebuilding the walls told the
surrounding nations that Israel was
reestablishing itself as God’s representative in the land.
ONLY 52 DAYS
Divide the class into teams of 3–4
children. Give each team a pile of
interlocking building blocks, and tell
them to build a wall as best they can in
only 52 seconds. Today they will hear
about how the Jews built a wall in only
52 days. God blessed their hard work
because they depended on Him.

ILLUSTRATE

DEPENDENCE
Sometimes we are aware of our
dependence on something (for
instance, a person who wears glasses). Other times, however, we are
completely oblivious to how much
we need something (for instance, the
air we breathe, which keeps us alive
though we rarely are aware of it).
Ask the children to hold their breath
to see how well they can get along
without air. We are even more
dependent on God than we are
on air. We could not live for one
second without God’s sustaining
power (Col 1:16–17). God wants us
to consciously depend on Him. This
means that we must rely on Him for
strength, pray to Him, and read His
Word for guidance.
FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
Bring a glove to class. Hold it up and
ask the children how useful a glove is
without a hand. It cannot accomplish
any work on its own. However,
when filled with a hand, a glove can
accomplish all kinds of work. The
same is true of a Christian when he
is filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph
5:18). Only when God’s Spirit fills His
children are they ready and able to
accomplish His work

APPLY

BEFORE, DURING, AFTER
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, scissors,
brads, and glitter glue or crayons.
Directions: To prepare the pages,
use a razor to cut along the arch and
cut out the three rectangles. During
class, have the students cut out the
strip with words and use a brad to
attach it to the back of the arch. Pull
the top part of the strip through the
slit. Have the students color the sun,
moon, and stars with glitter glue or
crayons.

Before, During, After
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

WHAT MAKES YOU SAD?
Ask the children to name things
that make them sad. Talk about
why these things make them
sad and how the situation could
change so that they no longer
would be sad. Explain that
Nehemiah was very sad because
the walls of Jerusalem were
ruined and because that gave
God a bad reputation. Nehemiah
did not want God or His people
to be viewed in a bad way by
other nations, so he wanted to
rebuild Jerusalem’s wall.

ESTABLISHING AN ATTITUDE OF
PRAYER
Ask the children to identify some
things that take a little time to warm
up or turn on before they can be
used (oven, computer, etc.). However,
once they’re warmed up or on, these
items can be used immediately all
throughout the day. Use this illustration to help the children understand
the value of beginning the day with
prayer. Beginning each day with
prayer establishes a pattern of prayer
that prepares us to return to it all day
long as needs and opportunities arise
(1 Thess 5:17).

THE BLESSINGS OF SERVING
GOD
In today’s lesson we saw
Nehemiah serving God by
rebuilding Jerusalem’s wall. This
was a blessing both to Nehemiah
and to the people of Jerusalem.
When you think of blessings from
God, what comes to mind? Do you
think of God giving you things
that you don’t deserve? Do you
consider your family and friends
as blessings? Well, God blesses
those who love Him in many ways.
One of those ways is to allow
them to serve Him in ministry.
Some may think of serving as a
burden or a responsibility. But
the truth is that serving God is an
amazing blessing. When God gives
believers the privilege of serving
Him, they should praise Him. How
can you serve God this week? Be
sure to praise Him for the gift of
being able to serve Him.

REPUTATION
Bring in some extremely worn/
tattered personal items—clothing, books, etc. Ask the children
if it appears that you have taken
care of your belongings. So what
would be your reputation? Tell
the children that in today’s lesson
Nehemiah was very sad because
the walls of Jerusalem had fallen
down and the gates had been
burned. Jerusalem represented
God because it was where His
chosen people lived. When
people saw the walls fallen and
the city in ruins, they saw it as
a sign that God was not taking
care of His people. It gave God a
bad reputation in the eyes of the
people who saw its condition.

GOD DELIGHTS TO USE THE
ORDINARY
Ask the children what the following
biblical characters have in common: David, Rahab, Ruth, Esther,
Zechariah and Elizabeth (John the
Baptist’s parents), Mary and Joseph,
and the disciples. Answer: They are
all ordinary people that God used
to accomplish extraordinary things.
Then ask the children why these
people were able to accomplish so
much. Answer: They all submitted to
God’s will for their lives and trusted
in Him. Finally, ask the children if
they know of any ordinary people
in their lives that God has used to
accomplish great things for Him.
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True repentance requires a
changed heart.
“They refused to obey and were not mindful of the
wonders that you performed among them…. But you
are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
did not forsake them” (Neh 9:17).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Repentance is more than saying “I’m
sorry.”
2. Repentance involves a recognition and
remorse over sin.
3. Repentance involves a return to the
Word.
4. Repentance involves running to God,
trusting in His mercy.
5. Repentance requires a changed heart.

1. Explain the difference between feeling
bad and repenting.
2. Describe how Israel admitted their sin and
grieved over it.
3. Describe how the Israelites recommitted
themselves to the Mosaic Covenant.
4. Count the times the people’s prayer
mentions God’s grace and mercy.
5. Define the New Covenant.
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Lesson Summary
The temple was rebuilt, worship had been restored, the city walls had been raised, yet
in spite of the LORD’s faithfulness the people continued to cling to their sin. But at the
reading of God’s Word, the people recognized their sin and recommitted themselves
to keeping the Mosaic Covenant. They pledged to obey God’s commands concerning
marriage, the Sabbath, and the temple. Yet not long after Nehemiah’s return to Persia, the
people returned to their sin, committing the very same acts of disobedience they pledged
to avoid.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The law could not save the Israelites in Nehemiah’s day. Its purpose is to expose sin by
displaying God’s holiness. But it cannot save from sin. There is only one person who can
save us from sin—Jesus Christ. God did what the law could not do when He sent His Son in
order to fulfill the requirement of the law. Under this new covenant, God Himself changes
people’s hearts, granting the gift of repentance and faith, resulting in eternal life.
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God guided Israel to
repentance
Ezra 7:1–10:44

God led Nehemiah to
reconstruct the wall
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Israel refused to be ruled
by God
Nehemiah 7:73b–13:31
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Lesson Commentary

than normal (Lev 23:33–44), it was nevertheless
celebrated with a depth of meaning that had not
taken place since Joshua’s time (8:17)!

The LORD had providentially provided for the
people to rebuild His temple (Ezra 1:1–6:22). He
also guided the people to restore worship (Ezra
7:1–10:44). He even graciously strengthened the
people to rebuild the city’s walls (Neh 1:1–7:73a).
Yet, in spite of God’s faithfulness, the people once
again returned to their sin. Not long after confessing
their sin and committing themselves to the Mosaic
covenant, Nehemiah returned to find the people
engaged in the very same sins they had pledged
to avoid. They were back in the holy city, but their
hearts remained as hard as ever.

The time for celebration ended, so in the spirit of
the Day of Atonement, the people were heartbroken
over their sin (Neh 9:1; Lev 16:1–34; 23:26–32).
After another three hours reading the law, they
spent three more hours worshiping and confessing
(Neh9:3). First, they praised God’s glorious name as
revealed in history (9:5). Yahweh is creator (9:6),
covenant keeper (9:7–8), redeemer (9:9–11), guide
(9:12), provider (9:13–15, 20–21), faithful lover
(9:16–19), victorious warrior (9:22–25), and patient
discipliner (9:26–31). Remembering how gracious
and righteous God is helped the people realize how
great their rebellion was (9:32–35). But it also gave
them hope, so they turned once again to their merciful God for help in their present and well-deserved
distress (9:36–37). Today, God is still faithful and
righteous. Therefore, we too must confess our sins,
and we too may fly to Him for mercy (1 John 1:8–9).

True repentance requires a changed heart.

The people recognized their own
sinfulness (7:73b–9:37)
Less than one week after finishing the walls, the
people gathered on the first day of the seventh
month (8:2). This day was the Feast of Trumpets
(Num 29:1–6), and that month also included the
Day of Atonement (Lev 23:26–32), and the Feast of
Booths (Tabernacles or Ingathering) (Neh8:13–18).
On the first day, Ezra read God’s Word from morning
till noon, and the people responded with weeping
(8:2–9). The people wept because they realized
that they had broken God’s law. Conviction over sin
produces a godly sorrow (2 Cor 7:8–10), true sadness
because we know how much
our sin offends the holy God.
THINK ABOUT IT
This godly grief, produced by
Do you feel the
the Holy Spirit (2 Tim 2:25),
same way as
is an essential part of true
God does about
your sin?
repentance.
But since Jewish feast days were joyful events (Deut
12:12; 16:11), the people were encouraged to rejoice that day and not weep (Neh 8:9). And they did
rejoice, because even when it convicts of sin, God’s
law also fills the heart with joy (Neh 8:12; Ps 19:8).
They also rejoiced when they celebrated the Feast
of Booths as the law required (8:13–14). This feast
was joyful because it celebrated God’s goodness,
remembering how God had provided for Israel in the
wilderness. Although they began this feast earlier

The people reaffirmed the Mosaic
Covenant (9:38–13:3)
This time of worship culminated in the people
recommitting themselves to the Mosaic Covenant
(9:38), much like the second generation had done
on the Plains of Moab (Deut 29:1–30:10). Although
only leaders, the Levites, and the priests signed the
document, they represented the entire community
(Neh 10:1–28).Every person was responsible to obey
God’s law. The people specifically addressed areas
where they were prone to failure. First, they rejected
foreign marriage to guard the holiness of God’s
people (10:30). Second, they honored the Sabbath
to trust and rest in God alone (10:31). Third, they
provided for the temple to worship God by atoning
for sin and serving Him (10:32–39). Their commitment shows that true repentance must result in the
fruit of righteousness (Matt 3:8).
After they repented,
God allowed the
settlement of the land
to be completed, just
as He had promised

THINK ABOUT IT
When you
confess sin,
do you go on
to radically turn
from sin?
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(Deut 30:2–3). Until now, Jerusalem was dangerously
unpopulated. Some Jews bravely volunteered to move
to the holy city in order to protect it and restore its
prestige (11:2, 6, 14). Out of devotion to God, they
gave up their original homes and risked living in a
city that was under threat of attack. Since there were
not enough volunteers, others had to be chosen by
lot (11:1). This marked the final stage of the return
from exile. Now the altar, temple, and Jerusalem were
rebuilt, the people were reformed, and the city and
land were resettled.
Chapter 12 celebrates the completed work. First, it
emphasizes the unity and continuity of the post-exilic
Jews as God’s people. It does this by listing the priests
and Levites who had returned to Jerusalem since the
time of Zerubbabel and Jeshua (12:1–26). Second,
Nehemiah led the people to dedicate the walls with
two grand processions encircling the city and joining
together at the temple (12:27–43). They worshiped,
because God Himself filled them with great joy (12:43).
This was the blessing for obedience that God intended
for His people all along (Lev 26; Duet 28). Third, the
people provided for temple worship and the Levites
carried it out, while the people continued to learn from
God’s law and respond obediently (Neh12:44–13:3).
Thus repentance results in joyful restoration and a right
relationship to God.

36:20–21). Finally, they intermarried with foreigners
(Neh13:23–24), repeating Solomon’s great sin (1
Kings 11:1–6) and endangering pure worship. They
even allowed foreigners—Tobiah the Ammonite—in
the temple (13:4–7).
Nehemiah’s rebuke was violent. He threw out
Tobiah’s things (13:8), closed the gates on the
Sabbath and threatened to attack the foreign
merchants (13:19–21), and physically beat men who
had married foreigners (13:25). This seems harsh,
but it was right. Nehemiah was motivated by faithful
love for God and God’s people, and he understood
the deadly danger of these sins (13:14). Those who
love God rightly hate whatever is opposed to God.

The people returned to their sin (13:4–31)

While Nehemiah was
THINK ABOUT IT
faithful to the end, the
Out of love
people were not. Though
for God and
the people had committed
His people,
do you hate
to turn away from sin, they
and oppose
showed their repentance
sin in yourself
was false when they
and in your
quickly returned to sin.
community?
Nehemiah had led the
people to rebuild the city’s walls, but he could not
give them new hearts. So the last recorded portion
of Old Testament Scripture—Nehemiah 13—shows
that Israel still desperately needed the new hearts
promised in the New Covenant (Jer 31:31–34).

However this joy would be short-lived. Nehemiah
left Jerusalem and returned to Persia as promised
(13:6; 2:6).During his stay in Persia, the people had
departed from God and returned to their former sins.
Worst of all, this defection was led by Israel’s high
priest, Eliashib (13:4–5), which is why the prophet
Malachi condemned the priests and the people
for abandoning God. In fact, they disobeyed in the
specific areas they had promised to obey. First, they
neglected the temple (13:10), failing to support proper worship. Second, they violated the Sabbath, failing
to live by faith in God (13:15–16) and repeating
the sin that had led to exile in the first place (2 Chr

Nehemiah mourned over Israel’s continuing sin,
but that time of mourning is now over! The New
Covenant has come, because Jesus established
it by His blood (Luke 22:20). So what the Law or
Nehemiah could not do—save people from their
sin—God did “by sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us” (Rom 8:3–4).
Under this new covenant, it is the Spirit Himself who
changes people’s hearts (Jer 31:31–34; John 3:1–8;
Rom 8:1–11), so that lasting repentance and faith
come to us as a gift from God (Eph 2:8; 2 Tim 2:25).
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Lesson Outline

True repentance requires a changed heart.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Repentance says, “I have sinned” (7:73b–9:37).
2. Repentance says, “I need to obey God’s word” (9:38–13:3).
3. Repentance says, “I need God to give me new life” (13:4–31).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The people recognized their own
2. The people reaffirmed the Mosaic
sinfulness (7:73b–9:37).
Covenant (9:38–13:3).
• Ezra read from the law and the people
• The people reaffirmed the Mosaic
celebrated the Feast of Booths (7:73b–
Covenant (9:38–10:39).
8:18).
• The people repopulated the city of
• The people assembled and read God’s
Jerusalem (11:1–36).
word (9:1–4).
• The people celebrated because the
• The people praised God, confessed sin,
work was complete (12:1–13:3).
and sought mercy (9:5–37).
3. The people returned to their sin (13:4–
31).
• Nehemiah cleansed the temple and
restored the offerings (13:4–14).
• Nehemiah stopped the people from
breaking the Sabbath (13:15–22).
• Nehemiah punished those who had
married foreign women (13:23–31).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did Ezra read to the people on the holy day?
He read God’s word—for four hours!
2.	What did the people do when they heard the Law read?
They cried. They realized they had broken God’s Law.
3.	What did the people promise to do?
They promised to separate from all non-Israelites, to keep the Sabbath, and to provide for
the temple.
4.	Did the people keep their promise?
No. When Nehemiah returned from Persia, he found the people living in sin.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why were the people told to rejoice even though they wept over their sin?
Because it was a day to celebrate God’s goodness. They also rejoiced because they
understood God’s law.
2.	After the celebration, how did the people physically show their sorrow over sin?
They fasted, dressed in sackcloth, and put dust on their heads.
3.	What does their prayer show us about repentance?
It shows that repentance begins with understanding and praising God for all that He is.
Then the truth about God exposes our sin but also gives us hope in His mercy.
4.	What does the people’s recommitment to the covenant show about repentance?
Repentance is not just being sad. It is also a choice to turn away from what is wrong and
toward what is right.
5.	Why were the three specific commitments important?
Separating from foreigners guarded pure worship, keeping the Sabbath guarded true
faith, and giving for the temple guarded ongoing worship.
6.	Why did the Israelites need people to resettle Jerusalem?
They needed more people to live there to protect it and restore its honor as the holy city.
7.	What does the people’s joy afterward show about repentance?
Repentance brings blessing, because it restores us to a right relationship with God.
8.	What does the people’s failure in the end show about repentance?
True repentance requires God Himself, by the Holy Spirit, to change our hearts.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HAPPY AND SAD
Ask the children what makes
them happy and what makes
them sad. Tell them that the
Israelites were happy to hear
God’s Word and sad when they
were disobedient to God.
BUILD A BOOTH
Make a booth by draping blankets over tables. Real branches
can be gathered to put on top of
the blankets, or green branches
can be made from construction
paper and taped to the blankets.
Tell the class, “Today, we will
learn about how the Israelites
listened to Bible stories for
hours in the hot sun. ”You might
tell the Bible story standing in
front of your “booth.”

ILLUSTRATE

THE BIBLE SAYS
Tell the children that every time
they hear a teacher say “the
Bible says...,” they should stand
up. Intentionally say this phrase
frequently. During the lesson,
explain that the people stood up
whenever the Book of the Law
was read.
FOLLOWING THE BIBLE
Divide the children into pairs,
and give each pair a baseball cap
with a Bible sticker on it. The child
who wears the cap is the leader,
and the other child should imitate
whatever he does (while standing
in one place). After a while, have
the children switch. Explain that
we are to do what the Bible says,
following it with our actions.

APPLY

EZRA’S SCROLL
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, brown
construction paper, scissors,
glue, and crayons.
Directions: Pre-cut the picture
from the craft sheet. Have children color the picture. Glue the
picture to the center of a sheet of
brown construction paper. Help
the students to roll the edges to
make it look like a scroll.

Ezra’s Scroll
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHO’S WHO
What is your family known for? Do
you have all girls? All boys? Ten kids?
Do you all have red hair? Do you
all sing? Do you and your siblings
all have first names beginning with
the same letter? The Israelites
were known for something. They
were known for being God’s chosen
people and for having the Law of
Moses to live by. Nehemiah 8:1 says
that when the Israelites gathered,
they read from the book of the Law
of Moses, which the Lord had given
them. What would you like to be
known by?

EZRA READS FROM THE SCROLL
Instruct one child or teacher
to stand up on a chair as Ezra
did and read each of the Ten
Commandments from Exodus 20.
After each commandment is read,
have a different child volunteer to
explain it (as Ezra’s helpers did), and
give examples of how the Law would
be obeyed in various situations.

HAPPY AND SAD
Have the children think of things
that make them happy and things
that make them sad. Is there
anything that makes them both
happy and sad at the same time?
There was something that made the
Israelites so sad that they cried, but
it also made them joyful. What was
it? We will find out in today’s lesson.

COPY-CAT
Play a short game of copy-cat
where the children try to repeat
everything you say. Try to come
up with some goofy phrases that
the children will have a hard time
remembering or pronouncing. Use
this activity to explain what it means
to confess: to say the same thing
that God does about our sin. In our
lesson today, the people recognized
their sin and said the same thing
about it that God did.

APPLY

PEOPLE RESPOND TO GOD’S
WORD
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, glue,
scissors, and crayons.
Directions: Have the students color
and cut out the ears, mouth, and
feet from the first craft sheet.
Then they should glue them to the
appropriate places on the second
craft sheet.

People Respond to God’s Word
See Year 2 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

IN ONE EAR AND OUT THE
OTHER
When people don’t listen, it is said
that the words “went in one ear
and out the other.”Have you ever
been accused of this? In today’s
lesson we will see that God’s Word
should not go in one ear and out
the other. Instead, it should be
listened to and acted on. It not
only must enter our ears but also
must change how we think, feel,
and act.

INVISIBLE PROTECTION
While the Jews could not see,
sense, or feel God’s protection
over them, He had guarded them
throughout their long history (Neh
9:4–37). To illustrate this, explain
that sunblock protects us from
burning; medications, vaccinations,
and vitamins protect us from
disease; and insect repellent
protects us from unwanted bites.
We cannot see or feel these things
working, but we can be assured
that they are. The Bible promises
us that even when we cannot feel,
see, or discern it, God is always
caring for and protecting us.

AS GOD SEES
Ask the children if they have ever
watched a video of themselves
talking or singing. Were they
surprised at how they looked or
sounded? It is common for people
to be surprised by how they actually look and sound when watching
themselves on video. This experience can be quite revealing. For
those who earn a living speaking
in public, this exercise can help
reveal personal quirks and habits
that listeners may find distracting.
Explain that the Bible, like a video,
calls attention to our sins and
departures from God’s commands.
As we read God’s word and
examine His standard of right and
wrong, all our sins are revealed.
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APPLY

WHAT MAKES YOU SAD?
Have you confessed your sin
today? There is a good chance
that you need to! We sin every
day, and we should be sad about
our sin. It should make us sad to
disobey God. In today’s lesson,
the people were very sad when
they found out that they had
been disobedient to God. They
repented of their sin before God.
Is this what you do when you
realize your sin before God? The
right reaction is repentance from
sin and a commitment to obeying
His instructions.

A HOLY NATION
God’s people, the Israelites, were
to be a holy nation. This is why God
forbid them to marry foreign wives.
God knew that their idolatry would
infect their husbands, causing
them to depart from God. This can
be illustrated with a handshake.
Ask for a volunteer to shake your
hand. However, before extending
your hand, pretend to sneeze into
it. Ask the child if they still want
to shake your hand. You might
also cough into your hand or use
your fingers to pretend to pick
your nose. Explain that in order to
remain healthy and germ free, the
children must avoid shaking your
hand.
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