TEACHER BOOK
YEAR 3

BOOK 2

Text: Copyright © 2017. Generations of Grace. All Rights Reserved.
Illustrations: Copyright © 2017. Chad Frye. All Rights Reserved. (www.chadfrye.com)

Generations of Grace
13248 Roscoe Blvd.
Sun Valley, CA 91352
www.generationsofgrace.com
Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®)
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
ISBN 978-1-5323-3137-4

WELCOME TO

Generations of Grace

2

This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word
so that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each
lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry
and home as God uses it to edify your teachers, evangelize your children, and
encourage your families.

Study the Lesson
This section is designed to edify and equip teachers and to guide you through the preparation of an age appropriate Bible lesson.
•
•
•
•

Central Truth – Identifies the theme and focal point of lesson.
Supporting Truths – Provides appropriate objectives for mastering the central truth.
Spotlight on the Gospel – Explains how each lesson connects to the gospel.
Lesson Commentary – Communicates the truth of each lesson to the teacher’s heart
and mind.

Teach the Lesson
Use the child involvement resources to engage children from the moment they walk into
the classroom until pick-up time.
•
•
•

Outlines – Guide both teachers and children through the lesson.
Lesson Questions – Foster greater interaction between teacher and child.
Activities – Creative opening ideas, visual aids, and crafts to introduce, illustrate, and
apply lesson.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
•
•
•

Coloring Book
Craft Book
Activity Book

•
•

Student Journal
Family Devotional
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Jesus’ work continues as His
people tell the world about Him.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Christians are witnesses about
Jesus.
2. Christians witness with confidence.
3. Christians witness by the Spirit’s
power.
4. Christians witness about God’s
kingdom.
5. Christians witness until Jesus
returns.

1. Define “witness.”
2. List two things Jesus did to give the apostles
confidence.
3. Explain how we can experience the Spirit’s
power in our lives.
4. Describe the church’s double mission to grow
and show God’s kingdom on earth.
5. State that Jesus will not return until all
nations have heard about Him.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Lesson Summary
After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared several times over the course of 40 days.
During that time, He taught the apostles about their mission. They would continue Jesus’
own work by telling the whole world the truth about Him. To do this, Jesus told them
that they would need the power of the Holy Spirit. After giving these instructions, Jesus
ascended into heaven.

Spotlight on the Gospel
When a person becomes a Christian, he receives an entirely new mission in life. His job is
now to tell others about Jesus—about His death, His resurrection, His kingdom, and His
return one day. This is what Christians do because they are subjects in Christ’s kingdom.
They are also motivated to do this mission because they know Jesus really is alive,
because they have the Spirit’s power, and because they know Jesus is with them now
and will come back when their mission is accomplished.

T WEEK
LAS

Jesus rises from the dead
Mark 16:1–8

THE PASSION WEEK OF JESUS

WEEK
THIS

Jesus returns to heaven
Acts 1:1–11

T WEEK
NEX

The Holy Spirit arrives
Acts 2:1–47

THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN JERUSALEM

LESSON 25

Lesson Commentary

Now that Jesus had died and risen from the dead,
His work on earth was done. He had paid the price
for sin, once and for all (1 Pet 3:18), and He had
perfectly glorified His Father, in life and in death
(John 17:4). Still, there is an aspect of His work that
is not done yet. He is still calling sinners to trust in
what His death accomplished, and He will not come
back until all nations have heard about Him. The
book of Acts continues the story that Luke began. It
is the story of Jesus working through His followers
to call all people to Himself.

1:3b), which is the
THINK ABOUT IT
realm of God’s rule over
Obedience
those who belong to
is hard, so
him. This applied to
believers
must face the
the apostles’ mission
challenges with
in two ways. First,
courage (1 Cor
their mission was to
16:13).
extend God’s kingdom
by calling all people to submit to Jesus as Lord (Acts
2:36). Second, their mission was to make God’s
kingdom visible on earth by teaching His people to
be loyal subjects under His rule (2:42; 5:29). Jesus
was teaching the apostles about the church. With
its double mission of proclaiming and obeying, the
church is God’s growing kingdom on earth until
Jesus returns (Matt 28:19–20; 1 Pet 2:9, 12).

Jesus taught the apostles to witness
(1:1–3)

The Holy Spirit would empower the
apostles to witness (1:4–8)

Jesus’ work continues as His people tell
the world about Him.

Since the gospel of Luke was about what Jesus
“began to do and teach until the day he was taken
up,” Acts is about what He would continue to do and
teach after He ascended to heaven (Acts 1:1–2a).
But how would Jesus do these things if He was no
longer on earth? He would do it through His apostles. This book is called “Acts” because it is about the
actions that Jesus did through His apostles by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
But for the apostles to continue Jesus’ work and
teaching, they needed several things. First, they
needed to be the right kind of people. Jesus had
already taken care of that (1:2b). Relying on the
guidance of the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:21–22; 4:18–19),
Jesus had already chosen these key men to go and
bear much fruit (John 15:16). Second, they needed
unshakable confidence.
And Jesus provided (Acts
THINK ABOUT IT
1:3a). He kept appearing
Because Jesus is
to them over the course of
alive, we can be
confident that our
forty days, proving that He
work for Him is not in
was alive and validating His
vain (1 Cor 15:58).
message (1 Cor 15:5–7, 14).
Third, they needed to know what to say and do, so
Jesus taught them about the kingdom of God (Acts
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But this is no easy mission! Israel had failed at this
same mission (Exod 19:6; Isa 43:10), so not even the
apostles were able to do it by their own strength.
They needed to wait in Jerusalem until the Father
gave what He promised by sending the Holy Spirit
to work more directly, more permanently, and in
more people than ever before (Acts 1:4; Isa 32:15;
Ezek 36:27; Joel 2:28). Jesus called this a “baptism”
because just as John baptized people by immersing
them in water (Matt 3:11), so baptism in the Spirit
would happen when Jesus pours out the Spirit over
believers (Acts 1:5, 2:33).
All this talk of the Spirit sounded to the apostles
like the prophecies about Israel’s restoration (1:6;
Isa 32:15–18; Ezek 36:27–38), so it’s no surprise
they thought Jesus’ earthly kingdom might soon be
established (Acts 1:6). In response, Jesus did not
correct their grasp of the kingdom itself. While the
church is currently the realm of God’s rule on earth,
God’s kingdom will not be complete on earth until a
perfect human representative rules on earth as God
intended in the beginning (Gen 1:26). So one day
Jesus will return, reign in Jerusalem, restore Israel,
and govern all nations (Zech 14:8; Rev 20:4–9).
So the apostles rightly expected Israel’s promised
restoration (Rom 11:26–29). But they wrongly asked
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about the timing (Acts 1:7). When Israel rejected their
King, Jesus taught that His kingdom on earth was
delayed until His return (Luke 19:11; Matt 19:28),
but the time of His return is not for us to know (Matt
24:36–42).

One day, by the Spirit’s power, the church will finish
what the apostles began, spreading the news of Jesus
to every nation.

Instead of asking about the kingdom’s timing, the
disciples needed to be focused on their present
mission. The Holy Spirit came to empower the apostles
to be witnesses, people who tell the truth about Jesus
(Acts 1:8). Just as Jesus came to tell the truth about
the Father (John 1:18; 18:37), so the apostles were
to continue that mission by telling the truth about
Jesus. Since they were continuing Jesus’ mission, they
needed to be empowered
by the Spirit, just as Jesus
THINK ABOUT IT
The sooner we tell
was for His mission (Luke
all nations about
3:21–22; 4:1). Since the
Jesus, the sooner
apostles were appointed
He will return to set
to found the church (Eph
up His kingdom on
earth (Mark 13:10).
2:20), they were uniquely
empowered to write
Scripture (John 14:26; 16:13) and to do miracles to
prove that their testimony was true (Heb 2:2–4). The
rest of Acts records the result: they successfully witnessed in Jerusalem (Acts 1–7), in Judea and Samaria
(8:1–11:18), and beyond as far as Rome (11:19–28:31).

After giving His apostles final instructions, Jesus
ascended (Acts 1:9). Since Jesus went up into the sky,
it’s no surprise that He became hidden in a cloud. But
this cloud was also a final proof that Jesus is the God
of glory. It was like the cloud that temporarily hid Him
during His transfiguration (Luke 9:34–36), and that
cloud was the same bright cloud of God’s presence
that had appeared at the Red Sea (Exod 14:19–20), on
Mt Sinai (24:16–19), in the tabernacle (40:34), and in
the temple (1 Kgs 8:10–11). When the apostles saw
Jesus “taken up in glory” (1 Tim 3:16), it gave them
confidence that He is even now seated at God’s right
hand (1 Pet 3:22). He is Lord, reigning from heaven and
giving His church authority and power to accomplish
its mission (Acts 2:33–36).

Now that the Spirit has come, all believers are baptized
in the Spirit at the moment of conversion (1 Cor 12:13;
Rom 8:9). Although the miraculous gifts applied only
to the time of the apostles, all believers continue to be
empowered by the Holy Spirit to grow the church (1
Cor 12:7, 11). To experience that power, we must not
grieve the Spirit by our sin (Eph 4:30). Instead, we must
allow the Spirit to have control in our lives (Eph 5:18)
by obeying the Word He
inspired (Col 3:16). When
THINK ABOUT IT
we do, the Spirit will work
“The gospel must
first be proclaimed
through us more powto all nations”
erfully than we thought
(Mark 13:10).
possible (Eph 3:16, 20).

Jesus’ ascension motivated the apostles
to witness (1:9–11)

THINK ABOUT IT
But at that moment, the
Because Jesus
ascended, He is
apostles kept looking,
always with us to
perhaps wondering if the
help us proclaim
cloud would go away and
Him and obey Him
Jesus would reappear as He
(Matt 28:20; Eph
4:10).
had during His transfiguration (1:10). Instead, angels
gave them one final encouragement: the glorious
cloud of Jesus’ ascension is a clear sign that He will
one day return in an even greater cloud of glory (1:11;
Luke 21:27). When He does, the kingdom the apostles
longed for will come, for at that time every knee will
bow to Him (Phil 2:9–11). But until then, His coming
encourages us to work hard at our job. It motivates us
because the sooner we finish telling all nations about
Him, the sooner He will return, make everything right,
and be with us forever (Mark 13:10). And it motivates
us because when He does come, we want Him to find
us working with eagerness and living in purity (Rom
13:12–14; 2 Pet 3:14; Rev 22:12).

LESSON 25

Lesson Outline

Jesus’ work continues as His people tell the world about Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tell everyone about Jesus because He is alive (1:1–3a).
Tell everyone about Jesus because He teaches us how (1:3b).
Tell everyone about Jesus because the Spirit helps us do it (1:4–8).
Tell everyone about Jesus because He is our great God (1:9).
Tell everyone about Jesus because He is coming back (1:10–11).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Jesus taught the apostles to witness
(1:1–3).
• Jesus would continue His mission
through His apostles (1:1–2).
• Jesus gave them confidence to do
this mission (1:3a).
• Jesus gave them knowledge to do
this mission (1:3b).
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2. The Holy Spirit would empower the apostles
to witness (1:4–8).
• The Father had promised the Holy Spirit
(1:4).
• The Holy Spirit would baptize them (1:5).
• The Holy Spirit would give power for
witnessing (1:6–8).
3. Jesus’ ascension motivated the apostles to
witness (1:9–11).
• Jesus went up into the sky (1:9).
• Jesus will come back down from the sky
(1:10–11).

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Jesus returns to heaven • Acts 1:1–11

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	How long did Jesus keep appearing to the disciples?
For 40 days.
2.	Who did Jesus say would come and give them power?
The Holy Spirit.
3.	What did the Holy Spirit give them power to do?
Be Jesus’ witnesses.
4.	After He said all this, where did He go?
Up into a cloud to heaven.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What is the book of Acts about?
It is about what Jesus continued to say and do through His apostles by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
2.	How did Jesus give the apostles confidence to speak and act?
He appeared to them many times.
3.	What did Jesus teach the apostles about?
God’s kingdom: the realm of God’s rule over His people.
4.	How is God’s kingdom currently seen in the church today?
The church shows God’s kingdom by living under His rule, and it grows God’s kingdom
by telling others about Jesus.
5.	What did the Father promise even back in the Old Testament?
He promised to pour out His Holy Spirit to give cleansing and power.
6.	Where were the apostles supposed to be witnesses about Jesus?
In Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
7.	How can you experience the Holy Spirit’s power?
By being born again through faith and repentance. Then, as a Christian, by submitting to
the Spirit by trusting His power and obeying God’s Word.
8.	How does Jesus’ ascension encourage us to be His witnesses?
It shows us His glory as the true God. It shows us He is in heaven, so He can be with us
spiritually always. It shows us He will one day come back in a cloud of glory.

LESSON 25

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

TO THE END OF THE EARTH
Jesus told the apostles to be His
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the
earth. Illustrate this before the
lesson with three buckets: one
close (Jerusalem), one half-way
across the room (Judea/Samaria),
and one on the opposite side of
the room (end of the earth). Have
the children take turns racing to
see which child can place a ball
(or another small object) in each
bucket, beginning with the closest
bucket first and finishing with
the farthest. Use this activity to
introduce the idea of taking the
Gospel all over the earth.

TRANSITION
Before His ascension, Jesus
transferred the responsibility of His
earthly ministry to His disciples.
It’s likely the children have experienced a transition (change). Ask
the children to think of jobs that
their parents used to do for them
as babies, then trained them how
to do and now they do themselves:
feeding themselves, getting dressed,
putting on shoes or tying shoes,
and brushing teeth. In a similar
way, while Jesus had His ministry
on earth, He taught His disciples
the truth, then He gave them the
ministry to share this truth with
others after He had returned to
heaven.

THE WAITING
Instruct the children to line up
against a wall or along a line.
Play a game of Red Light, Green
Light with the children. After
playing the game, talk about the
periods where they had to wait
for the green light before they
could move. In today’s lesson, we
will see that the apostles were
instructed to go to Jerusalem and
to wait until they were given the
“green light” to spread the gospel.

Gospel’s Megaphone
ASCENSION
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
When the apostle Luke writes of
Jesus’ ascension, he describes how
Jesus was literally lifted from this
earth to heaven. There Christ would
take His place on the throne at
God’s right hand. The disciples witnessed this ascension, and it greatly
encouraged them in their upcoming
task of sharing the gospel. Illustrate
this by lifting an action figure off the
floor to the ceiling with clear fishing
line run hung over a small fastener
attached to the ceiling.

GOSPEL’S MEGAPHONE
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, construction paper, yarn, scissor, tape.
Directions: Use the construction
paper to make a megaphone
(cut a curve at one at the angle).
Color the rectangle “Proclaim
that Jesus Saves”. Tape it on the
megaphone. Make two small
holes on the smaller side of the
megaphone. Pass the yarn in the
hole and make a necklace.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Jesus returns to heaven • Acts 1:1–11

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

A WITNESS
Tell the children about a memorable event you witnessed: a
sporting event, natural disaster,
accident, crime, historical
event, etc. Ask the children if
they’ve ever witnessed anything
memorable. In today’s lesson,
we’re going to learn about the
job Jesus gave to His apostles:
they were to be His witnesses.
They had witnessed Jesus’
teaching, miracles, death, burial,
and resurrection, and after Jesus’
ascension into heaven, they were
to share these things with the
whole world.
PREPARATION
DEMONSTRATION
Have the children ever cooked
with someone in their family?
Discuss what it takes to bake a
cake (or muffins or cookies). Bring
some ingredients along with
you to class. Ask the children
how important it is to follow the
directions on the recipe. In a similar way, Jesus gave the disciples
instructions on how to spread the
gospel. In today’s lesson, we will
learn about these instructions.

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

POWER TO WITNESS
Bring a remote-controlled car
or other battery operated toy
to class. These kinds of toys are
great, but they often drain their
batteries and need to be plugged
into an outlet and charged up
before they can be used again.
We have to wait to use them until
power returns. In today’s lesson,
Jesus told the disciples to stay in
Jerusalem until they received the
Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4). Only then—
with the Spirit’s power—would
they be able to accomplish their
mission: taking the message of
salvation to the end of the earth
(Acts 1:8).

GOING TO HEAVEN
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
crayons, tape, scissors, yarn,
brad, 8 oz foam cup.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color the
three images, and cut them.
color the cup with a light blue.
Décor the cup with clouds. Make
a hole on the top on cup. Have
a long piece of yarn passing
through the hole. Tape the cloud
on the top, Jesus below the cup,
and at the bottom the Bible
verses.

Going to Heaven
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL
To illustrate how the Gospel
spreads, discuss with the children
how the gospel began in the town
of Jerusalem. It was like a tiny
drop in a big world. Using a large
transparent container filled with
water, put a couple drops of food
coloring into the still water. As the
story progresses, the children will
see that the coloring has spread
throughout all the water. Jesus
commanded the disciples to share
the gospel with the entire world.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

INTRODUCTION
How many of the children like to
post updates or announcements
on social media? What kinds
of things do they post about?
How often do they post things?
What is the greatest number of
‘likes’ or comments they have
ever received on a single post?
What’s the greatest thing they
have ever posted about? The
apostles in today’s lesson were
given a message like that, only
greater! These men were chosen
by God to tell the world about
His Son, Jesus Christ. And while
they did not have social media
to share this news, they did have
a plan. In today’s lesson, we will
see God’s plan for the spreading
of the gospel recorded in Acts
1:1–11.

WHERE CREDIT IS DUE
On August 20, 1974, Nolan Ryan
threw the fastest pitch ever recorded at that time: 100.9 mph
over the plate, or between 107
and 109 mph when it left his
hand. So why does Ryan’s name,
and not the ball’s, appear in the
record book? Why does he get
the credit? The baseball does
not have the power to move
itself. It is the person controlling
the ball. This is similar to how
the Holy Spirit empowers us to
witness. We go and share (the
ball), but the Holy Spirit gives us
the power to faithfully carry out
our mission.

LIKE RIPPLES IN THE WATER
Show the children a short video
clip or picture of ripples in the
water that result when an object
is dropped into it. The circles
in the center start out small
but grow larger as they move
outward. This is a perfect picture
of the disciples’ mission (Acts
1:8). We will learn more about
this mission in today’s lesson.
Challenge the children to think
of this mission every time they
see ripples in the water.

THE POWER OF DISH SOAP
The disciples needed the power
of the Holy Spirit to accomplish
their mission. Illustrate this by
pouring some oil into a water
bottle filled halfway with water.
We can shake the bottle as
much as we want, but we can’t
make the two mix in our own
power. But put in a little dish
soap, and we’re able to make the
oil dissolve into the water with a
few gentle shakes. The dish soap
gives us the power to make the
two mix, just like the Holy Spirit
gives us the power to share the
Gospel.

APPLY

DEAD BATTERY
Cell phones are great, but it is a
real bummer when their battery
dies. Have the children ever
experienced this? Have they ever
been in a situation when they
really needed their cell phone,
but the battery was dead? A cell
phone with a dead battery is like
a Christian who is not filled with
the Holy Spirit: they lack the necessary power to function properly. To experience the Holy Spirit’s
power to witness, we must not
grieve the Spirit by our sin (Eph
4:30). Instead, we must allow the
Spirit to have control in our lives
(Eph 5:18) by obeying the Word
He inspired (Col 3:16). When we
do, the Spirit will work through us
more powerfully than we thought
possible (Eph 3:16, 20). Is your
spiritual “battery” charged up?
Are you ready to accomplish the
works God has prepared for His
children (Eph 2:10)?

LESSON 26
The Holy Spirit arrives
ACTS 2:1–47

LESSON 26

Jesus rules with great power
through the Holy Spirit.

“Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing” (Acts 2:33).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Jesus poured out the Spirit.
2. The Spirit has come with great
power.
3. The Spirit brings people to Jesus.
4. The Spirit forms and fills Christ’s
body.
5. All believers are baptized in the
Spirit.

1. Explain that the Spirit’s coming proves Jesus
really is Lord and Christ.
2. Describe how the Spirit came and how the
disciples were talking.
3. Describe how the listeners responded.
4. List several traits of the early church.
5. Define baptism in the Spirit.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Lesson Summary
Just as Jesus had promised, He poured out His Spirit on the disciples. Something was obviously happening because they immediately began speaking in real languages that they
did not know. Peter explained that the Spirit had come and therefore the final judgment
could also come at any time. It was time to call on the name of the Lord to be saved, and
the Spirit’s coming proved that the Lord is Jesus. Many responded by repenting and being
baptized, and the church was born.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Until Jesus returns, believers are to devote themselves to the spread of the gospel. And
God has given believers the Holy Spirit to empower them to do this. As we trust Him and
obey His Word, God gives us the ability to live for Him and tell the world about His Son.
And as we do that, He gives us great joy in our new community, the church.

T WEEK
LAS

Jesus returns to heaven
Acts 1:1–11

WEEK
THIS

The Holy Spirit arrives
Acts 2:1–47

THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN JERUSALEM

T WEEK
NEX

Peter and John preach
the gospel
Acts 3:1–26

LESSON 26

Lesson Commentary

Jesus rules with great power through the
Holy Spirit.
It was Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus had risen from
the dead (Acts 2:1). For 40 days, He had appeared and
taught His disciples to continue His work on earth
(1:3, 8b). But how were so few going to be able to do
the work of the Son of God? Only by the coming power of the Holy Spirit (1:5, 8a). So about 10 days after
Jesus ascended, the Spirit rushed upon the disciples,
proving that Jesus is Lord and giving believers power
to call all people to Him.

The Spirit came on the disciples (2:1–
13)
The Spirit came like wind and fire (2:2–3). The Spirit
is like wind, but also more than wind, since the wind
was supernatural, coming from heaven. But His
name can mean “wind” or “breath” because like wind,
you can sense His life-giving power even though you
cannot see Him (John 3:8). Like God’s breath, He
breathes life into lifeless people (Ezek 37:9–14). Like
a mighty rushing wind, He comes with unstoppable
power. He also appeared as fire, because when He is
present, God is present (Exod 3:2–5).
The wind and flames show that the 120 disciples
(Acts 1:15) were each baptized in the Spirit, immersed
in the Spirit poured out by Jesus (1:5; Matt 3:11). The
disciples had to wait until the day of Pentecost to
receive this baptism, but now that the Spirit has
come, this baptism happens as soon as a person
becomes a Christian (1 Cor 12:13). Now all His work
of regenerating, indwelling, and sealing overflow
from His baptizing presence. But when the disciples
were baptized in the Spirit, they were also filled with
the Spirit (Acts 2:4a). Unlike baptism, filling is not
permanent (4:8, 31; 6:5; 7:55). It is the Spirit’s control
and power in our lives that varies according to our
dependence on Him and obedience to His Word
(Eph 5:18; Col 3:16).
The Spirit proved His power by causing Galileans to
speak many languages that they did not understand
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THINK ABOUT IT
(Acts 2:4; 1 Cor 14:14).
At Pentecost, the
But the crowd underSpirit began to
stood (Acts 2:5–11)!
declare Jesus to the
The people had come
whole world.
from hundreds of
miles in every direction to celebrate Pentecost in
Jerusalem (Num 28:26). They expected to communicate in Aramaic or Greek, but now they heard their
own local languages! This was not just a cool trick.
God was warning them (1 Cor 14:21–22). Because
Israel rejected Jesus, the blessings of the new
covenant were transitioning from Israel to the mostly
Gentile church (1 Pet 2:9; Acts 8:14–19; 10:44–47;
19:1–7). The apostles completed that transition in
the 1st century; after that, miracles were no longer
needed to confirm their ministry, so miraculous
languages gradually ceased (Heb 2:3–4). Still, the gift
of Pentecost continues as the church today worships
in many languages and continues to witness to new
language groups.

The Spirit’s coming was explained by
Peter (2:14–36)
All this was very strange, so Peter explained that
the Spirit’s coming was pointing out a key time and
person (1 Pet 1:10–11). As for the time, the Spirit’s
coming showed that the last days had begun (Acts
2:16–17). Even though most of Joel’s prophecy
has not happened yet (Joel 2:28–32), the last
time period has begun (1 Pet 1:20). But Peter still
included the future events to warn about judgment
(Acts 2:19–20), just as
the foreign languages
THINK ABOUT IT
were also a warning.
Pentecost
The Spirit’s coming
celebrated the first
fruits of the harvest
shows that judgment
(Num 28:26), and
may come at any time.
the Spirit’s coming
Because of this, it is
on this day showed
urgent to turn to the
that more and better
blessings were yet to
Lord to be saved right
come (2 Cor 1:22).
away (2:21).
But who is the Lord? The Spirit’s coming pointed
out the person who is Lord: Jesus. The Spirit’s
coming expanded upon what the Jews had already
seen. First, Jesus’ miracles showed that He was
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God’s special Servant (2:22; Isa 52:13). Second, Jesus’
resurrection confirmed that He is the Christ. As the
promised Messiah, He is not just Savior but also the
King who must be obeyed (2:23–32; Ps 16:8–11; Rom
4:25). Now, third, the coming of the Spirit shows that
Jesus is even more! He is even now ruling with the
same authority as the Father, for only someone with
God’s power could pour out God’s Holy Spirit (Acts
2:33–35). This leads to the shocking conclusion. Peter
had just quoted Joel to urge people to call on the name
of the Lord. The “Lord” that Joel was talking about was
Yahweh, the name of the true and only God. Peter was
saying that Jesus is Yahweh, and that He proved it by
pouring out the Spirit (2:36)!

The Spirit’s coming saved many people
(2:37–47)
What happens next is both expected and unexpected.
We would expect that the Jews would feel broken-hearted after hearing that they had illegally and
shamefully killed their long-expected Savior and King
(2:23). Even saying a word against God was blasphemy,
but they had done something so much worse: they
had crucified their God (2:36). Thus they were cut to
the heart, experiencing intense, sudden conviction over
their sin (2:37). It felt as if their hearts were smashed
to pieces. Even so, their conviction is unexpected. They
had never responded to Jesus, so why do they respond
to Peter? Because Jesus had poured out the Holy
Spirit, and the Spirit was doing His job of convicting
the world of sin (John 16:8).
Peter’s reply was shocking. Instead of receiving terrible
wrath, they were being offered forgiveness (Acts 2:38)!
All their sins, including the crime of killing the Lord,
could be washed away. God would not hold any of it
against them. And if that weren’t enough, the Lord they
crucified was offering them the Holy Spirit too! And if
that weren’t enough, these blessings were also being
offered to their children and to all the world (2:39)!
How can criminals be so blessed and not punished?
Only because the One they killed suffered their

punishment in their place.
They were guilty, but even
their crime was part of God’s
perfect plan of salvation
(2:23; Isa 53:10). Jesus gave
His life to give new life to
His enemies by the power of
the Spirit (Rom 5:10).

THINK ABOUT IT
In baptism,
Christians identify
themselves with
Jesus’ death, burial,
and resurrection
(Rom 6:3–4).

But new life can only be received by repenting and
believing (Acts 2:38). To repent is to admit that you are
wrong, have a complete change of heart, and turn away
from sin. To believe is to trust and submit to Jesus no
matter the cost. This is what baptism symbolizes. In
those days, Gentiles who converted to Judaism would
be baptized to show that they now identified themselves with Israel. So these Jews needed to be baptized
to publically side with Jesus, declare allegiance to Him as
Messiah and God, and find their identity in Him. This was
a decisive act of faith, since they would now be cut off
by their fellow Jews and give up their old way of life.
The shocking message had a shocking result. The Holy
Spirit used the disciples to do greater work than Jesus
had done (2:41; John 14:12; 16:7). In the process,
the Spirit created the church, and when the church is
Spirit-led, it is a preview of God’s perfect kingdom to
come. The church is Spirit-led when believers obey
His Word (Acts 2:42a), when they choose to make the
church their primary community by often gathering
together (2:42b), when they remember their salvation
through Jesus in the Lord’s Supper (2:42c), when they
live in awe of God and in dependence on Him through
prayer (2:42d–43), and when they selflessly serve each
other because they love each other more than themselves (2:44–46). It is good to be humble and obedient
like that, because that is how we find great joy, see
how amazing God is, and show others that serving God
is good (2:46b–47).

LESSON 26

Lesson Outline

Jesus rules with great power through the Holy Spirit.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jesus poured out the Spirit with power (2:1–13).
Jesus poured out the Spirit to show He is Lord (2:14–36).
Jesus poured out the Spirit to bring people to Jesus (2:37–41).
Jesus poured out the Spirit to bless His church (2:42–47).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The Spirit came on the disciples

2. The Spirit’s coming was explained by Peter

(2:1–13).

(2:14–36).

• On Pentecost, the Spirit came like

• The Spirit’s coming shows it is time to turn

wind and fire (2:1–3).
• The Spirit caused the disciples to
speak in many languages (2:4–13).

to the Lord (2:14–21).
• The Spirit’s coming shows that Jesus is the
Lord (2:22–36).
3. The Spirit’s coming saved many people
(2:37–47).
• The Spirit produced conviction,
repentance, and faith (2:37–41).
• The Spirit created an obedient, unified, and
joyful church (2:42–47).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did the Holy Spirit sound like when He came?
Like a loud, rushing wind from heaven.
2.	What was strange about the way the disciples talked?
They were talking in languages they did not even know.
3.	What did Peter call Jesus?
Lord and Christ.
4.	What did the people need to do?
Repent and be baptized.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What day was it when the Spirit came?
He came on Pentecost—the 50th day from the Sunday after Passover.
2.	What is it called when Jesus pours out His Spirit on believers?
Baptism in the Spirit.
3.	How did the crowd of Jews know the disciples were speaking many different languages?
Because these Jews were visiting from many different nations with different languages.
4.	What does the Spirit’s coming show about the time we are living in?
It is the last times, when final judgment could come at any time.
5.	What does the Spirit’s coming show about who Jesus is?
It shows that Jesus really is alive and ruling as God in heaven right now.
6.	Why were the Jews so broken-hearted when they heard this?
They realized they had crucified their Messiah and God.
7.	What did Jesus offer these Jews instead of judgment?
He offered them forgiveness for all their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
8.	What was the early church like because of the Spirit?
It was obedient, united in Christ, united to each other, devoted to serving, delighting in
how amazing God is, full of joy, and an attractive witness to unbelievers.

LESSON 26

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

WALL MURAL OF PENTECOST
Using butcher paper, prepare a
mural of the day of Pentecost,
outlining what the upper room
might have looked like back
then without the people. As the
children arrive, have the class
work together to draw a room
filled with people on the mural.
Explain that these people are
those who would have gathered
in the upper room on the day
of Pentecost. Then allow the
children to color in tongues of
fire above each person on the
mural. The pouring out of the
Spirit looked like tongues of
fire resting on each person and
sounded like a mighty wind from
heaven.
TONGUE LIKE FIRE
Create your own fire-like tongue
out of cardstock and mount it to
the top of a hat so that it looks
like it’s resting above your head.
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ILLUSTRATE

TEACHING OBJECTS
Use the following objects to help
you describe what happened on
Pentecost: A tongue of fire (have
the shape of a flame of fire, colored
red and orange), fan (mighty rushing
wind), globe (people from every
nation), megaphone (Peter’s sermon),
gift box (the Holy Spirit is a gift
to those who repent), U-turn sign
(repentance), cup of water and action
figure (baptism), Bible (apostles’
teaching), handshake (fellowship),
bread and grape juice (the Lord’s
Supper), folded hands (prayer), and
coins (selling possessions and sharing
with others).
CHURCH GROWTH
Bring a measuring tape to class and
measure a few children to see how
tall they are. Ask the children what
kinds of things help them to grow:
nutritious food, milk, good rest, caring
for their body and teeth, regular
visits to the doctor, etc. Then ask
them how the church grows. God
causes the church to grow by adding
people to it through salvation (Acts
2:47), but He often does this through
the faithful witness of those in the
church: their obedience to the Bible,
kindness to others, celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, prayer, selfless serving,
and joy in the Lord (Acts 2:42–47).

APPLY

THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDS
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, light blue
cardstock, white copy paper,
yarn, scissor, tape, glue stick.
Directions: Color the images. Cut
in half the blue cardstock. Draw
some clouds on the white paper,
cut them and glue them on the
cardstock. Make two hole in
the blue cardstock and pass the
yarn through them. Tape the two
extremities of the yarn in the
back of the images.

The Holy Spirit Descends
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

TIMELINE
Create a timeline to help the
children remember the events
leading up to the day of Pentecost.
Write the following events and
references on separate index cards
and pass them out to the children:
(1) God promises the Holy Spirit in
the Old Testament (Ezek 36:26–37),
(2) Jesus promises His disciples the
Holy Spirit (John 16:7), (3) Jesus is
arrested (John 18:12), (4) Jesus is
crucified (John 19:16), (5) Jesus is
resurrected (Mark 16:6), (6) Jesus
spends 40 days with the disciples
(Acts 1:3), and (7) Jesus ascends
into heaven (Acts 1:9). See if the
children are able to place them in
the correct order on the timeline.

HELLO, HOLA, HALLO
Before class, give a number of
children cards with the word “hello”
written on it in a foreign language.
Teach each child how to pronounce
the word, and then have him or her
hide the card in his or her pocket or
Bible. Tell the children to stand up
and begin shouting their word for
“hello” over and over again during
the lesson when you give the signal.
Explain that the sign gift of tongues
given at the coming of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:4) during Pentecost
was actually a gift to speak a real
foreign language.

ON THE TEAM
Bring a jersey to class. Have any of
the children ever been on a sports
team and received a jersey? The
jersey shows that you belong; it’s a
sign that you are a part of the team;
everyone on the team gets one.
This is similar to something we are
going to learn about today: baptism
in the Holy Spirit. This is a one-time
event that happens at salvation
when God places a believer into the
body of Christ, making them part of
the “team” (Acts 1:5; 1 Cor 12:13).

APPLY

A WONDERFUL GIFT
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock,
crayons, tape, scissors, yarn.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color the
three images, and cut them. Tape
the images on the yarn as shown
in the picture.

A Wonderful Gift
ACTUAL LANGUAGE
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
During the lesson, begin speaking
in Pig Latin (ask a child who knows
how to do this if you do not). If
more than one person in the class
knows Pig Latin, talk back and forth
while the rest of the class listens
in confusion. While speaking in Pig
Latin is fun (especially when you
want to conceal something from
someone who doesn’t know it), it is
not an actual language. It is really
just a form of jargon in which words
in English are altered. However, the
languages spoken by the disciples
were actually real languages.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

COULD ANYTHING BE
GREATER?
Ask the children to imagine what
it must have been like as one
of Jesus’ disciples. Jesus was
the perfect leader: He always
knew where to go and what they
should do. He was the perfect
provider, able to meet any need
they had, physical or spiritual.
Could anything this side of
heaven be better than following
Jesus while He was on earth?
Yes! Read John 16:7. In today’s
lesson, Jesus’ promise comes
true: the disciples receive the
Holy Spirit.
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ONE, DOS, DREI
Make cards that each contain
a different foreign number. For
each foreign language, make
three cards: numbers one, two,
and three. Pass one card out to
each child and tell them how to
pronounce their number (the
Internet is a good resource). At
your command, each child is to
say their number out loud. They
must continue saying their number (and only their number) until
they find the other two children
in the class with numbers in
their language. The first group of
three to do so wins. You may also
provide an extra prize for groups
that can place themselves in the
correct numerical order.

ILLUSTRATE

ACROSTIC: CHARACTERISTICS
OF CONVERTS
Write the following acrostic on the
board or on half sheets of paper to
hand out to the children. Replace
the underlined words with blank
spaces and fill in the blank spaces
as you teach the lesson.
Characteristics of genuine . . .
Cut to the heart (Acts 2:37) &
repented of their sins (2:38)
Obeyed God and were baptized
(2:38, 41)
Needs of the church met by
selling individual possessions
(2:45)
Very faithful in prayer (2:42)
Excellent reputation with other
people (2:47)
Received the gift of the Holy
Spirit (2:38)
Took part in communion (2:42)
Steadfast in the apostle’s
doctrine (Scripture) (2:42)
PEOPLE FROM EVERY NATION
Show the class flags (or pictures
of flags) from many different
countries. See if the children can
identify the country and language
where their flag is from. Explain
that people from “every nation
under heaven” were gathered in
Jerusalem for Pentecost (Acts 2:5).

APPLY

HEALTHY GROWTH
Have a discussion about what
makes a healthy church. Can the
children identify any characteristics of a healthy church? Our
lesson today identified a number
of characteristics of a healthy
church: obedience to the Bible,
kindness to others, celebration of
the Lord’s Supper, prayer, selfless
serving, and joy in the Lord (Acts
2:42–47). It’s also highly likely
that a healthy church will grow
as God blesses it by adding more
and more people to it. Does your
church do any of the things listed
at the end of Acts 2? What about
you? Are you a healthy Christian?
Healthy Christians do the same
things healthy churches do (Acts
2:42–47), for the church is the
Christians who gather there, not
the building they meet in.

LESSON 27
Peter and John preach the gospel
ACTS 3:1–26

LESSON 27

Jesus restores life.

“Repent therefore, and turn back,
that your sins may be blotted out, that
times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19–20a).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Jesus heals through faith in Him.
Jesus is the Lord and source of life.
Jesus restores the soul by forgiving sin.
Jesus restores those who repent.
Jesus will return to restore the world.

Retell the healing of the lame man.
List two ways Peter proved this.
Explain why sins can be forgiven.
Define repentance.
Use the lame man’s healing to illustrate
the final healing of the whole world.
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Lesson Summary
Acts is about the work Jesus continued to do through the Holy Spirit. Through His Spirit,
Jesus used Peter to heal a crippled man. A crowd came to see, and Peter explained that
this healing was one more proof that Jesus was alive. In fact, it was proof that Jesus was
the source of life. Just as He gave full life to the lame man’s body, so He could give full
life to sinful souls and a sin-cursed world.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The Jews needed to repent to receive forgiveness. They needed to trust in Jesus’ death
for sin and in His risen life. This is the message of the gospel for you too: because Jesus
died for sin, you can be forgiven. Because God raised Jesus from the dead, you can also
be blessed and one day live in a new world with Him forever. But to receive forgiveness
and eternal life, you must repent and trust in Jesus, the source of all life.

T WEEK
LAS

The Holy Spirit arrives
Acts 2:1–47

WEEK
THIS

Peter and John preach
the gospel
Acts 3:1–26

THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN JERUSALEM

T WEEK
NEX

Ananias and Sapphira
lie to the Holy Spirit
Acts 4:32–5:11
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Lesson Commentary
Jesus restores life.

Jesus had promised to give His disciples the Holy
Spirit so that they could be His witnesses (Acts 1). A
few days later, the Spirit rushed upon them with great
power, causing 3,000 to believe in one day (Acts 2).
After that, the Holy Spirit continued to do great miracles through the apostles (2:43). One of those miracles
was the healing of the lame man. Through this healing
the Holy Spirit continued to show the truth about
Jesus: He is the Lord of life, able to heal broken bodies,
sinful souls, and a ruined world.

Illustration: Jesus restored physical life
(3:1–10)
The scene begins with a stark contrast (3:2). On
the one hand, the massive Beautiful Gate towers
majestically, with its Corinthian brass gleaming in the
sun. On the other hand, a beggar lies crumpled at
its base, almost as invisible as the two legs shriveled
up beneath him. Yet both gate and cripple have one
thing in common: the Jews used both to try to get
their way with God in prayer. They came through the
gate to pray in the temple, where they thought God
was more likely to grant requests. And they gave
money to the cripple to try to earn credit with God
and give their prayers an advantage. So there the
cripple sat, dependent on half-hearted kindness.
But Peter and John did not treat this cripple like others did. They responded with compassion, faith, and
action. First, they showed compassion by looking
at him intently (3:4). Often people look away from
those in need so that they will not feel guilty for not
helping. But Peter and John gave the cripple their
full attention. Second, Peter acted in faith. Peter
had nothing of his own to give, but he had trust and
confidence in the power of Jesus as well as devotion
to Jesus. He wanted to see Jesus honored above all,
so he clearly identified Jesus by name (3:6). Third,
Peter put compassion and faith into practical action.
Following Jesus’ example (John 13:1–13), he willingly
served this cripple by lending a hand (Acts 3:7).
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The result was a true miracle. First, it was immediate.
Muscles which had never been used grew instantly,
and the skinny, curled legs thickened and straightened (3:7). Second, it was complete. For the first
time in his life, the cripple stood. Amazed at what
was happening, he went on to walk and even jump
with joy (3:8). Third, it was a sign that glorified God
through Jesus, for the cripple got the message (3:9).
Fourth, it was obvious. The people knew this man
was genuinely crippled from birth (3:10), and even
the disciples’ enemies could not deny that it was a
miracle (4:16). This is exactly what Jesus had said
would happen (John
14:12). The Holy Spirit
THINK ABOUT IT
was doing miracles
A genuine miracle is
to prove the apostles’
immediate, complete,
authority to establish
God honoring, and
the church and the
obvious.
Scriptures (Eph 2:20;
Heb 2:3–4).
Should we expect miraculous healing today? Not
usually. Today’s so-called faith healers do not heal
immediately, completely, or obviously, and they do
so for their own gain and glory, not for God. Also,
when the apostles finished their special mission, the
purpose for miracles ended. Still, even without the
gift of healing, God can heal as He pleases, whether
supernaturally or naturally (1 Tim 5:23). Even when
He does not heal, we need not fret. Jesus kindly uses
our deformities and diseases to loosen our grip on
this world so that we do not miss out on the next.
In fact, that is the point of this story: Jesus’ power
to restore the lame man is proof of His power to
restore us to perfect life in a perfect world (Isa 35:6;
Rev 21:4; 22:2).

Explanation: Jesus is the source of life
(3:11–16)
As the crowd marveled, Peter preached a two-part
sermon. In the first half of his sermon, Peter explained what the healing meant. The healing was not
by his own power or religiousness, so it must have
come from someone else (Acts 3:12)—from Jesus,
the source of life. But could a crucified man really be
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the source of life? The kind of people who were crucified
were sinners; how could a sinner be the source of life?
Besides, how could a dead person be the source of life?
The resurrection answers both of these questions. First,
the resurrection proved that Jesus was not a sinful person. Pilate said three times that Jesus was innocent (Luke
23:4, 14, 22), but that did not stop the Jews from betraying Him (Acts 3:13b). But when God raised Jesus from
the dead, it proved that God honored Him. Jesus died
not as a criminal but as God’s faithful servant (3:13a; Isa
42:1). Instead of being a sinful criminal, He was in fact
holy (set apart for God for a special mission) and righteous
(innocent) (Acts 3:14). Second, the resurrection showed
that Jesus was no longer dead. Eyewitnesses had seen
Him alive (3:15; 1 Cor 15:3–8), and His resurrection
proved that He is in fact the “Author” of life (Acts 3:15;
John 10:18), the source of
life (John 1:4; 5:26; 14:6)
THINK ABOUT IT
and the Lord in charge of life.
Jesus is the author
Now Jesus had proved His
of both physical
life-giving power once again
and spiritual life
by healing a life-long cripple
(John 1:4).
(Acts 3:16).

Application: Turn to Jesus for eternal life
(3:17–26)
Imagine the shock! Many of the Jews listening now
realized that they had caused the death of their very own
source of life, none other than God Himself (Ps 36:9)!
Was there any hope for them? Yes. First, they could have
hope because they had acted in ignorance (Acts 3:17;
Num 15:27–31). Since they had not understood who
Jesus really was, they had not knowingly rejected the Lord
of life (Heb 6:4–6; 10:26–29). Second, they could have
hope because God did something amazing. He used their
ignorant sin to provide a perfect sacrifice for sin (Acts
3:18; Isa 53). Because the source of life died, it is possible
for sinners to live.

But this promise is only for sinners who respond. Just as
the crippled man’s body was made new through faith in
Jesus (Acts 3:16), so a sinner’s soul is made new through
faith. But since faith is clinging to Jesus, it always comes
with repentance, a change of heart, no longer rebelling and
instead turning back to Jesus. If they would do that, their
sins would be forgiven, completely wiped away (Acts 3:19;
Isa 43:25). This was Peter’s first reason to repent: to live a
forgiven life.
Second, Peter urged them to repent so that they could
live in a new world. Since Jesus is the Lord of life, He will
one day return and bring new life to earth (Acts 3:19–21;
Matt 19:28). The prophets had eagerly looked forward
to this day, when the Messiah would personally reign
over a world full of peace and life (Isa 9:6–7; 11:6–10;
35:1–10; Zech 14:8–21). But that day will not come until
the people of Israel return as a whole to their God (Matt
23:39). Until then, God is patient, giving Gentiles much
time to repent (Rom 11:25; 2 Pet 3:9). But the greatest
blessing ever to be known on earth will only come when
the Jews repent (Rom 11:12, 15).
Third, Peter urged them to repent so that they could
receive God’s promised blessing. From Moses on, all the
prophets had talked about the time when the Messiah
would come, a time of great blessing (Acts 3:22–26). This
blessing now reaches to all nations, but it was offered
first to the Jews, since they were and always will be God’s
covenant people (3:25–26; Rom 1:16). But if anyone, Jew
or Gentile, refuses to pay
attention to the Messiah,
THINK ABOUT IT
they will be thrown out of
If you know the
the blessing (Acts 3:23).
joy of living by
faith in Jesus, then
Peter finished his sermon by
be like Peter and
urging once again: repent
go tell others.
to receive the blessing from
the living Messiah.

LESSON 27

Lesson Outline
Jesus restores life.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Physical healing: Jesus healed a crippled body (3:1–16).
2. Spiritual healing: Jesus heals sinful souls (3:17–19).
3. Total healing: Jesus will heal all creation (3:20–26).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Illustration: Jesus restored physical

2. Explanation: Jesus is the source of life (3:11–

life (3:1–10).

16).

• A man was lame from birth (3:1–2).

• The resurrection proved that Jesus is the

• Peter told him to walk in Jesus’
name (3:3–7).
• The man was fully healed and full

source of life (3:11–15).
• The healing proved that Jesus is the source
of life (3:16).

of joy (3:8–10).
3. Application: Turn to Jesus for eternal life
(3:17–26).
• You can live because Jesus died (3:17–18).
• Repent to live a forgiven life (3:19).
• Repent to live in the new world (3:20–21).
• Repent to live a blessed life (3:22–26).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What was wrong with the man begging at the temple?
He was lame. He was crippled. He could not walk.
2.	What did Peter and John give the man?
A healed body.
3.	Who really healed the man?
Jesus.
4.	How can Jesus heal you?
He can heal my soul by forgiving my sins. He can heal my life by making me live forever
with Him in a new world.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	How did Peter and John act toward the crippled man?
They paid attention to him, introduced him to Jesus, and practically served Him.
2.	In whose name did Peter heal the cripple?
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
3.	When Peter explained what happened, what did he call Jesus?
The Author of life.
4.	What two facts showed that Jesus was the source of life?
He rose from the dead, and He restored life to the crippled man’s legs.
5.	How did God use the Jews’ sin to do something good?
They caused Jesus to die, but God used that to provide the perfect sacrifice for sin.
6.	What do you need to do so that Jesus’ death can forgive your sins?
Believe and repent by turning to Jesus and trusting in Him.
7.	When will Jesus return and restore life on earth?
When the people of Israel repent.
8.	What is life like when we live by faith in Jesus?
It is a life of blessing—we are full of joy no matter what troubles come in this life.

LESSON 27

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HANDICAPPED
The man in today’s story was
handicapped from birth: he was
unable to walk. Invite someone
with a physical handicap to visit
your class and talk about their
disability with the children. You
may also bring in a handicapped
sign (or walk to one in your
church as a class) if there is
no one able to come. Do the
children know anyone their
age with a disability? In today’s
lesson, we are going to meet a
lame man (unable to use his legs)
that Peter healed in the name of
Jesus.
AUTHOR OF LIFE
Jesus is the Author (source) of
life. Bring in a favorite children’s
book and read it to the children.
Point out the name of the
author, and talk about what an
author is: the one who writes
the book; the creator of the
story. In today’s lesson, we’re
going to learn that Jesus is the
Author of life!

ILLUSTRATE

WALKING AND LEAPING AND
PRAISING GOD
Bring crutches or a wheelchair to
class. When describing the lame
man, pretend to be lame, using
the crutches or wheelchair to beg
for alms (Acts 3:2). After the part
about Peter healing the lame man,
throw down your crutches or jump
out of your wheelchair and walk,
leap, and shout praises to God
(3:8). Explain that you are totally
healed. Before you could not walk,
but now you can jump!
SINS BLOTTED OUT
You may illustrate forgiveness of
sins with a dark washable marker
and baby wipes. Put a small dot
on the children’s fingers, and tell
them that that represents sin. But
Jesus is able to remove our sin.
Using the baby wipe, wash away
the spots. Explain that this is a
picture of what God does to our
sin when we believe in the name
of Jesus and repent of our sins.

Dancing Lame Man
See Year 3Craft Book, Book 2
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APPLY

DANCING LAME MAN
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, copy
paper, crayons, scissor, brads.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on card stock. Color the
image. Unite the two parts of
the body and the copy paper
with a brad. Write at the top of
the page, “I can walk!”

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Peter and John preach the gospel • Acts 3:1–26

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

NAME OF JESUS OPTICAL
ILLUSION
These are usually made out of two
different colors of wood. The name
of Jesus is spelled out between the
pieces of wood. Some people see
the hidden name immediately while
others see only a random array of
wooden pieces. Bring one of these
to class, and see if the children can
spot Jesus’ name. Explain that in
today’s lesson we are going to learn
about the power and authority of
Jesus’ name.

NAME RECOGNITION
Bring in an autographed piece of
memorabilia (or picture of one). Talk
about how the value of an autographed item changes depending
on who signed it. For example,
a baseball signed by a no-name
Triple-A player is worth far less
than the same baseball signed by
the American League MVP. But the
name of Jesus surpasses them all.
Only His name can heal (Acts 3:16),
and only His name can save from
sin (4:12).

THERE’S POWER IN THE NAME
Have you ever asked a schoolmate
to do something and been completely ignored? What if you asked
them to do the same thing, but
told them that the teacher told you
to tell them? Would that make a difference? It would for most children!
But as powerful as the name of a
teacher may be, it cannot compare
with the name of Jesus. In today’s
lesson, we will find out why.

FUTURE FRIENDS
Show the children pictures of
wolves and lambs, leopards and
goats, calves and lions, cows and
bears, and children and cobras. Ask
the children what kind of a relationship these pairs have right now.
Then read Isaiah 11:6–10 and ask
them what kind of a relationship
these animals will have in the future
when Jesus establishes His millennial kingdom and restores peace on
earth. What a difference!

APPLY

PUPPET “LAME MAN”
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
crayons, tape, scissors, yarn, brad,
8 oz foam cup.
Directions: copy the craft page on
cardstock. Color image, and cut
them. Color the cup. Make a hole
on the top for the head and two
holes on the sides for the harm.
Fix the legs with a brad. Tie three
pieces of yarn to the craft stick.
One is of the head, the other two
for the legs. Make a hole in the
feet, and tie the yarn.

Puppet “Lame Man”
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

LESSON 27

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

BOTTLED AT THE SOURCE
Bring some bottled water to class
and take a nice, long refreshing
drink in front of the children.
Have the children ever tasted
bottled water that claims to have
been bottled at the “source”?
What does this mean (the
bottling plant has been built over
or near the spring)? Why would
it be a selling point (purity and
taste preserved because little to
no processing)? In today’s lesson,
Jesus is called the “source” of life.
Physical and spiritual life flow out
of Him. However, unlike natural
springs of water, which are
plentiful, Jesus is the only source
of life.
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GUESS WHO
Choose a contemporary or
historical person and describe
their character to the children.
See who can identify the name
of the person the quickest (you
many try this with a few names).
The point of the game is to illustrate the importance of a name.
Names call to mind much of what
we know about a person. And
depending on the name, there
are various amounts of authority
attached to it. But there is one
name that stands above the rest:
the name of Jesus. We will learn
why in today’s lesson.

ILLUSTRATE

THE POWER BELONGS TO
JESUS
Invoking the name of Jesus is
not simply some special magic
formula that we may use to get
whatever we want. The power
belongs to Jesus. Illustrate this by
describing what happened when
some itinerant Jewish exorcists
tried to cast out some demons
later in the book of Acts (Acts
19:11–17). They used the name
of Jesus, but they did not experience His power!
NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES
That the name of Jesus is exalted
above all other names is evident
in the fact that every person
will eventually recognize Him as
Lord. Everyone will bow to Him,
and everyone will confess that
Jesus is Lord (Phil 2:9–11). We
may resist His power while we’re
alive on earth, but whether in this
life or the next, whether willingly
and blessedly or unwillingly and
painfully, all will bow to Jesus.
This includes angels (Rev 4:2–9),
the redeemed in heaven (Rev
4:10–11), believers on earth
(Rom 10:9), unbelievers on earth
(2 Thess 1:7–9), and demons
and unbelievers in hell (1 Pet
3:18–22).

APPLY

ONLY ONE NAME SAVES
After the healing of the crippled
man, the Jewish religious leaders
demanded to know by what name
he had been healed (Acts 4:7).
Thus, Peter reported that it was
by the power of Jesus’ name that
the lame man had been made
well (4:8–11). But he did not stop
there. He went on to proclaim
that only by the name of Jesus
may we be saved (4:12). There is
salvation in no one else, for there
is no other name that saves (John
10:7–8; 14:6). There is only one
path to God, and it is through
faith in Jesus (Matt 7:13–14). And
while God may withhold physical
healing in this life (2 Cor 12:8–9),
He promised to give spiritual life
to all who call on Jesus’ name
(Acts 2:21; Rom 10:13).

LESSON 28
Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit
ACTS 4:32–5:11

LESSON 28

The Holy Spirit unites and puriﬁes
the church.
“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan ﬁlled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? . . . You
have not lied to man but to God’” (Acts 5:3–4).

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. State that Peter called the Holy Spirit God.
2. Explain what happened before this passage.
3. Prove that the believers really were of one heart
and mind.
4. Describe what happened to Ananias and
Sapphira and how the church reacted.
5. Define hypocrisy.

The Holy Spirit is God.
The Holy Spirit unites.
The Holy Spirit produces love.
The Holy Spirit purifies and
protects.
5. The Holy Spirit loves truth and
hates hypocrisy.
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STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit • Acts 4:32–5:11

Lesson Summary
As the church grew rapidly, believers were filled with the Spirit and devoted to Jesus.
This caused them to be united with a single passion and purpose in life. They were so
united that they shared everything, even selling houses and fields to provide for poor believers. But Ananias and Sapphira lied about what they were giving in order to look good.
The Holy Spirit exposed their lie and took their lives to guard the purity of the church.

Spotlight on the Gospel
By His death and resurrection, Jesus rescues sinners and turns them into the people of
God. They become united with Him, like a body is united to its head. Because they are
united with Him, they are also united with each other. But because they are united with
Him, they are also to be holy, since He is holy. Jesus provides the Holy Spirit to make
holy living possible, but He also warns us of the seriousness of sin.

T WEEK
LAS

Peter and John preach the
gospel
Acts 3:1–26

WEEK
THIS

Ananias and Sapphira
lie to the Holy Spirit
Acts 4:32–5:11

THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN JERUSALEM

T WEEK
NEX

The Jews resist the
Holy Spirit
Acts 6:1–7:60

LESSON 28

Lesson Commentary

The Holy Spirit unites and purifies the
church.
After Peter’s first sermon, the Holy Spirit performed
miracles through the apostles and united the believers in love (Acts 2:43–45). Last week, we saw an
example of a miracle (Acts 3), and now this week, we
will see how believers were united in love (4:32–37).
Together, both miracles and unity show that the Holy
Spirit was doing His job: He was giving believers the
power to glorify Jesus in their words, attitudes, and
actions. But Satan tries to stop this. He first used
enemies to persecute the church from the outside
(4:1–21), but the Holy Spirit gave His people boldness
to keep proclaiming Jesus (4:29–30). So now Satan
tried to ruin the church with sin on the inside. How
would the Holy Spirit protect God’s people and guard
the honor of Jesus this time?

The believers shared everything (4:32–
37)
But first, notice the unity of the believers (4:32).
It was unity among the “full number of those who
believed,” which by now was about 5,000 men—not
even including women and children—from many
different parts of the world (2:5; 4:4). As a result there
were many different people joined as one, like a person’s
body has many parts but is still one body (1 Cor 12:12).
It was as if their hearts were beating together and
their minds were thinking the same thoughts. This
inner unity produced outward unity. Since they were
like one body, each believer treated the things he
owned as if they belonged to the others, too.
What produced such unity? First, the Holy Spirit did.
They had just finished praying for boldness in the
face of persecution (Acts 4:29), and in response to
their prayer, they were filled by the Spirit (4:31). They
were deeply controlled and empowered by the Spirit
as a result of dependence on God and obedience to
His word (Eph 5:18; Col 3:16). People who are filled
by the Spirit produce the fruit of the Spirit, which is
summed up by love (Gal 5:22). A person loves when
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he cares more about
others than about
himself (Phil 2:3). He
delights to give up what
he wants in order to do
good to others (Eph 5:2).
These new believers
were so united because
the Spirit was filling
them with love.

THINK ABOUT IT
Love sums up and
fulfills the whole law
(Luke 10:27; Rom
13:9), and love is
the mark of a true
follower of Jesus
(John 13:35).

Second, they were “of one heart and soul” because
they had the same purpose and the same passion:
to honor and rejoice in Jesus Christ (Acts 4:33). Even
though the Jewish leaders had ordered the apostles
to stop talking about Jesus, they could not. What they
had seen and heard with their own eyes and ears was
so amazing that they just could not stop talking about
it (4:20). They especially kept talking about Christ’s
resurrection, since that is the clearest proof that He is
the living Lord and God, able to give life to those who
trust Him. This is what all the believers had in common. They were united in Jesus like a body connected
to its head (Col 2:19), just as Jesus had prayed for
them (John 17:21). As
the believers treasured
THINK ABOUT IT
Jesus, they were
“We love because
blessed with grace, the
he first loved us”
(1 John 4:19).
gift of God’s undeserved
favor.
Since they received a generous and undeserved
gift through Jesus, it is no wonder that they gave
generously to one another. And they were extremely
generous, even selling their houses and land to
provide for those who were in need (Acts 4:34). Their
generosity proved that their faith and love were genuine (Jas 2:15–16; 1 John 3:17). One man, Joseph from
Cyprus (Acts 4:36–37), is an example of what many
believers were doing,
but this man stands
THINK ABOUT IT
What do you
out for two reasons.
love most—your
First, he was known for
possessions, or Jesus
being an encourager,
and the people
which is why people
who belong to Him?

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit • Acts 4:32–5:11

called him Barnabas. Second, he is an important figure
in the life of the early church (Acts 9:26–27; 11:22–26,
30; 13–15). So through the generosity of Barnabas and
the other believers, the Holy Spirit continued to do His
job—bringing honor and glory to Jesus Christ.

Ananias and Sapphira pretended to share
everything (5:1–11)
Ananias and Sapphira copied Barnabas, sort of.
Perhaps they saw the way people respected Barnabas.
Perhaps they thought, “We want people to say what
good Christians we are, like they say about Barnabas.”
Therefore they pretended to do the same thing Barnabas
did (5:1–2). In reality, they were the opposite of Barnabas.
He gave truthfully, but they gave deceitfully. He gave
selflessly, but they gave selfishly. He gave for the good of
others, but they gave to make themselves look good. He
encouraged others, but they sought praise from others.
He, in his humility, was filled and used by the Holy Spirit,
but they, in their pride, were filled and used by Satan (5:3;
Jas 4:6–8). So while they looked the same on the outside,
Ananias and Sapphira were hypocrites, people who pretend
to be something they are not (Matt 23:27–28).
Hypocrites do not fool God. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of truth (John 16:13), so He knows the truth, and He
exposed the truth to Peter (Acts 5:3). The sin was not
about how much Ananias and Sapphira gave (5:4), for
then as now, each person is free to give voluntarily, “as
he has decided in his heart” (2 Cor 9:7). Rather, the sin
was the lie. And the lie was worse than Ananias thought.
By lying to Peter, an apostle
filled with the Spirit to lead
THINK ABOUT IT
the church of Christ, Ananias
Ananias and
had actually lied to the Holy
Sapphira lied to
Spirit. And by lying to the
the “Holy Spirit”
Holy Spirit, Ananias had lied
(Acts 5:3), whom
Peter also refers to
to God, for the Holy Spirit is
as “God” (5:4).
God.

What happens next seems shocking. Lying is bad, but
does it really deserve instant death (Acts 5:5–6)? And
not just one death, but two (5:7–10)? This swift and
severe punishment shows how serious this sin was.
First, it was the sin of hypocrisy, and Jesus reserved His
harshest words for hypocrites (Matt 23:13–36). Other
sins dishonor God, but hypocrisy dishonors God while at
the same time pretending to honor Him. In other words, a
hypocrite tries to use God’s own honor to honor himself.
No wonder God hates hypocrisy. Second, it was a sin in
the church and against the church. This is a deadly sin
because the church is the body of Christ and the temple
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; 12:12). If allowed to fester,
this sin pollutes the church and dishonors the name
of Christ. Thus God promises to destroy anyone who
destroys His church (3:17); He even takes the lives of
believers to keep the church pure (1 Cor 11:30–32; Eph
5:27).
When Ananias and Sapphira died, the whole church
feared (Acts 5:11). This is a healthy, God-honoring fear
that understands how dangerous sin is. Since we are
all sinners, this warning is for all of us; everyone who
claims to belong to Jesus must depart from a sinful way
of life (2 Tim 2:19). The warning is also for every church,
since every church is full of sinful people. Church leaders
must treat sin seriously to keep it from corrupting the
whole church (1 Tim 5:20). Later, perhaps Peter was
remembering Ananias and Sapphira when he warned that
judgment begins with the household of God (1 Pet 4:17),
or when he urged that the way to life was by speaking
the truth (3:10). So replace hypocrisy with sincerity. Take
sin seriously and repent before it is too late. It is better to
face the shame of admitting sin and weakness than the
pain of God’s wrath against sin.

LESSON 28

Lesson Outline

The Holy Spirit unites and purifies the church.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The Holy Spirit unites God’s people (4:32–37).
2. The Holy Spirit is God (5:1–4).
3. The Holy Spirit purifies God’s people (5:5–11).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The believers shared everything
(4:32–37).
• They shared because they were
united in the Spirit (4:31–32).
• They shared because they had
received grace from Jesus (4:33).
• They shared so much that no one
was in need (4:34–35).
• Barnabas encouraged others by
sharing sacrificially (4:36–37).
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2. Ananias and Sapphira pretended to share
everything (5:1–11).
• They pretended to copy Barnabas
(5:1–2).
• The Holy Spirit exposed their lie (5:3–4).
• They died (5:5–10).
• The whole church feared (5:11).

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit • Acts 4:32–5:11

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	How did the Christians show they loved each other?
They shared everything they had.
2.	What person is an example of a good giver?
Barnabas.
3.	Who lied to the Holy Spirit?
Ananias and Sapphira.
4.	Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit is God.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What did Jesus send the Holy Spirit to do?
To show how great Jesus is. Today we see He accomplishes this by causing unity and
guarding purity in the church.
2.	Why were the believers united?
They were filled with the Spirit and worshiping Jesus.
3.	What kind of fruit did the Holy Spirit produce in them?
Love for one another—unity.
4.	Why did people call Joseph “Barnabas”?
Because he was an encourager.
5.	How did Ananias and Sapphira pretend to be like Barnabas?
They pretended to sell land and give all the money too.
6.	What do you call someone who pretends to be something they are not?
A hypocrite.
7.	What happened to them when they lied?
They died.
8.	How did their deaths affect the church?
It removed their sin from the church and gave everyone else a healthy fear of sin.

LESSON 28

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

HOW MUCH?
Give a penny to each child as they
enter the classroom. Tell them to
save it for later, but to keep the
amount secret from the other
children. Before the lesson, pass
an offering plate around to each
child. Tell them to give their offering
at this time. After everyone has
given their offering, ask each child
individually how much he put in the
offering (one penny). Now, imagine
if someone had put in one penny
but told the rest of the class that
they put in a whole dollar (show
class a dollar). What would the Bible
call this? Lying. In today’s lesson,
we are going to meet two people—
Ananias and Sapphira—who lied
about the amount they gave.
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ALL THINGS IN COMMON
This snack time idea teaches what
it was like to live in the time of
the early church. Give separate
children different parts of the snack:
give one the whole bottle of juice,
another the whole bag of crackers,
another all the cups and plates,
another all the napkins, etc. In
today’s lesson, we will learn how all
the different people came together
and shared what they had so that
no one was in need.

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

AESOP’S FABLES: THE DONKEY
GOD SEARCHES THE HEART
IN THE LION’S SKIN
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
A donkey once found a lion’s skin
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
which hunters had left out in
crayons, scissor, yarn, tape.
the sun to dry. He put it on and
went towards his native village.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
Everyone fled at his approach,
page on card stock. Color the
both men and animals, and he was image. Cut the images. Unite the
a proud donkey that day. In his
two images with a yarn taped in
delight, he lifted up his voice and
the back.
brayed, but then everyone knew
him, and his owner came up and
punished him for the fright he had
caused. Shortly afterwards a fox
came up to him and said: “Ah, I
knew you by your voice.” Just like
the fox recognized the donkey’s
voice, the Holy Spirit knows our
hearts: He knows when we are
pretending to be something we
God Searches the Heart
are not.
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
EMPTY ON THE INSIDE
Make a jar of jelly beans that has
cotton stuffed in its center. The
jar should give the appearance
of being full of jellybeans, but
actually contain very few. After
asking several children to guess
the number of jellybeans, reveal
the hidden substance of the jar.
Explain that this is what hypocrites are like: they look good, but
they are only pretending.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Ananias and Sapphira lie to the Holy Spirit • Acts 4:32–5:11

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

UNITY OF THE SPIRIT
Do any of the children play sports?
What is their favorite sport? Do
they like to play a certain position?
Explain that a sports team may have
many members with many different
responsibilities, but they all have the
same goal: they all work together to
win. If they do not have the same
goal, then they will not be able to
compete or function very well as
a team. Much of the early church
was unified just like a sports team.
Because of the Spirit’s working in
their hearts, all the members of the
church had the same goal: honoring
the Lord by caring for those in need
and loving each other.
BLUE MAN
Introduce the concept of hypocrisy
by declaring your love for the color
blue (or another color). However,
make sure that you’re not wearing
any blue. You might say: “Oh how I
love the color blue! I wear it every
day! I never wear any other color.
Everything I own is blue! I never
leave the house without something
blue! I only buy blue clothing!”
Explain that this is how a hypocrite
acts: he says one thing but does
another. Today’s lesson is about two
hypocrites.

ILLUSTRATE

YUCK!
Offer the children a tasty treat—
chocolate chips—but give them
pure cocoa chips instead (they
shouldn’t be able to recognize
the difference simply by their
appearance). These cocoa chips
are a bitter example of hypocrisy!
They look just like sweetened
chocolate chips, but they taste
quite different.
LIFE WITHOUT A HEAD?
A cockroach can reportedly live
for over a week without its head.
However, most creatures cannot
live without a head. The head
is what unites all the different
parts of the body, giving life and
direction. The church cannot live
without its head, Jesus (Col 1:18).
He gives life to the church and
His Spirit unites all the different
members (people).

Inside Your Heart
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

APPLY

INSIDE YOUR HEART
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock,
crayons, yarn, scissors, hole
puncher.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on card stock. Color the
image. Leave one with the “truth”
rectangle and color in black the
“lie” rectangle. Cut the images.
Punch-hole the two hearts where
indicated. Unite the two sides
with a yarn passing through the
holes. Put the two rectangles
inside the heart, and close it.

LESSON 28

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

A HYPOCRITE
It has been said that a hypocrite
is a person who is not themselves
on Sunday. Share this definition
of hypocrisy with the children
and ask them to explain what it
means. Today’s lesson is about
two hypocrites: two people who
pretend to be one thing but are
really another.

BIG DEAL?
Today’s lesson reveals the
seriousness of sin (Acts 5:5–11).
Yet we often treat sin lightly,
like a hangnail. After a while
we might notice it, but we feel
(most of us) no real urgency to do
anything about it. Compare that
to the way we respond to cancer.
We address it immediately, doing
whatever it takes to remove it.
Which way pictures how you
respond to the presence of sin in
your life?

SINCERE: WITHOUT WAX
The Romans liked to make statues
out of stone (bring in small statue
if possible). But sometimes the
stone would have a small crack.
The people who sold the stone
statues did not want to lose
money, so they would take wax
and smooth over the crack to
make it look solid again. The Latin
word for wax is cera (write it on
the whiteboard). Statue sellers
that wanted people to know that
they had statues that were not
cracked would put a sign over
their shops that said “without
wax.” The Latin for without is sine
(write it on the whiteboard). Put
it together: sine + cera = sincere.
Sincere means without wax: no
cracks are being covered up. As
sinful humans, we all have a lot of
cracks. You can either try to cover
it up like a hypocrite, or you can
be sincere and come to Jesus to
make you truly whole.

HUMAN KNOT ICEBREAKER
The goal of the game is the
untangle the human knot (return
to circle) without ever letting go
of any hands. This team activity
demonstrates the importance of
unity, a key component in today’s
lesson. To begin the activity, have
the children stand shoulder to
shoulder in a circle facing each
other. Have everyone raise their
left hand and grab the left hand
of someone else (not the person
next to them). Do the same with
the right (another person, not the
one next to them). Now working
together as a group, form the
shape of the original circle
without letting go.
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HAMMER TIME
Bring a hammer to class and ask
the children if they have ever
smashed their thumb while hammering in a nail. They probably
didn’t feel any pain, right? I mean,
the thumb is a long way from the
head…Yeah right! The thumb is
part of the whole body: when it
hurts, we hurt! This shows that
the body is all connected, just
like all believers are connected
together as the body of Christ.

LESSON 29
The Jews resist the Holy Spirit
ACTS 6:1–7:60

LESSON 29

The Holy Spirit gives faithful
believers the ability to honor Jesus.
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised
in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you”
(Acts 7:51).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. The Holy Spirit can make you
a faithful servant.
2. The Holy Spirit honors Jesus.
3. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin.
4. The Holy Spirit can be
resisted.
5. The Holy Spirit brings success.

1. List three qualities of Stephen.
2. Compare the rejection of Joseph and Moses to
the rejection of Jesus.
3. Explain how the Jews had misused the temple
and broken the Law.
4. Describe the way the Jews felt after Stephen
preached.
5. Describe the outcome for Stephen and for Saul.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
The Jews resist the Holy Spirit • Acts 6:1–7:60

Lesson Summary
The apostles appointed seven men to help meet the needs of the Jerusalem believers. All
of these men were full of the Spirit, but Stephen in particular shows how powerful the
Spirit is. The Spirit empowered Stephen to perform miracles and preach with great power. Stephen demonstrated that the Jews’ rejection of Jesus was part of Israel’s pattern of
resisting the Holy Spirit. And when the Jews kept resisting, the Spirit enabled Stephen to
die with peace, joy, and prayer for forgiveness.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Stephen’s words and vision confirm our faith in Jesus as Savior. First, his speech showed
that the lives of Joseph and Moses pointed forward to Jesus. Even the way Israel rejected
Jesus at His first coming was like the way Israel rejected Joseph and Moses. Second,
Stephen’s vision also confirms Jesus as Savior, since Jesus allowed Stephen to see Him
standing in heaven as Lord of the universe. Stephen’s Spirit-filled life encourages us to
trust in Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

T WEEK
LAS

Ananias and Sapphira lie
to the Holy Spirit
Acts 4:32–5:11

WEEK
THIS

The Jews resist the
Holy Spirit
Acts 6:1–7:60

THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN JERUSALEM

T WEEK
NEX

The Church is
persecuted and the
gospel spreads
Acts 8:1–25
THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO
JUDEA AND SAMARIA

LESSON 29

Lesson Commentary

The Holy Spirit gives faithful believers the
ability to honor Jesus.
Like the twelve apostles, every Christian has a
life-long mission to show how great Jesus is, both
in word and action (Acts 1:8; 1 Pet 2:9–12). This is
what true Christians want to do, because Christians
love Jesus (John 14:15). But this is not what always
happens in their lives. Selfishness and pride undermine holy behavior. Fear erodes the courage to
witness. So where can we find the ability to live for
Jesus the way we long to? Stephen’s life shows us:
only by the power of the Holy Spirit can we faithfully
live for Jesus—and perhaps die for Him too.

Stephen served full of the Holy Spirit
(6:1–10)
Stephen comes into the story because the apostles
needed help. There were probably more than 20,000
believers in Jerusalem now (Acts 4:4; 5:14; 6:1), and
they were from two different backgrounds: Hebraic
Jews were from Judea and spoke Aramaic, and
Hellenistic Jews were mostly from other countries
and spoke Greek. With the large numbers and
contrasting cultures, the 12 apostles could not
meet everyone’s needs. They could not take care of
finances and also focus on prayer and preaching. But
they also knew that it would take men with three key
qualities to handle finances with integrity (6:2–4).
They needed to be men of “good repute,” known to
be honest and fair; full of the Spirit, depending on the
Spirit’s power and obeying the Spirit’s will; and full of
wisdom, knowing how to choose what is most just,
proper, and useful.
All seven men met these
qualifications, but only
Steven is again described as
“full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit” (6:5). He completely
trusted God and relied on
the Spirit to control his
life. Stephen and the other
six served so well that the apostles were able to
stay focused on preaching and bring many more,

THINK ABOUT IT
A person who
trusts God and
yields to the Spirit’s
control will possess
great kindness
and spiritual
power.
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including many priests, to Jesus (6:7). But Stephen
also performed great miracles, and he defended the
truth about Jesus so well that no one could prove
him wrong (6:8–10a). What gave him such success in
living for Jesus? The Holy Spirit (6:10b).

The Jews resisted the Holy Spirit (6:11–
7:53)
Unable to refute Stephen, the unbelieving Jews
falsely accused him of blasphemy, saying things that
dishonor God. They claimed he did this by speaking
against two things they valued most: the temple
and the Law (6:14). To them, having the temple in
Jerusalem represented their unique access to God,
almost as if they owned God. And the Law of Moses
was less about Scripture and more about their own
human traditions which they claimed came from
Moses. Together, the temple and the Law gave them
control. When Stephen said Jesus surpassed the Law
and the temple (cf. John 2:19–21), they put him on
trial before their supreme court, the Sanhedrin (Acts
6:12).
Stephen answered by the power of the Spirit. His
face shined with the holiness and glory of God,
showing that instead of opposing Moses, Stephen
was speaking with God’s approval as Moses had
(6:15; Exod 34:27–35). Stephen got their attention
by repeating Israel’s history, something the Jews
were very proud of. But as Stephen went on, he used
this history to gradually turn their two accusations
against them, as well as adding a third one.
First, he said it was the Jews who violated the
temple, because they were wrong to think they could
tie God down to one place (Exod 20:24). God had
called Abraham in Ur (Acts 7:4) and made a covenant
before Abraham owned any land (7:5–8). He was
with Joseph and Moses in Egypt (7:9, 36) and with
Moses and Israel in the wilderness (7:33, 38, 44–45).
Even when Solomon built the first temple, Solomon
knew it could not contain God (7:48; 1 Kgs 8:27; Isa
66:1–2a). But instead of humbly submitting to the
Spirit, the Jews used the temple to try to control God
(Acts 7:51; Isa 66:2b). As a result, they had rejected
the presence of God in Jesus.
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Second, the Jews were the ones who were rejecting the
Law. Even before Moses had brought the Law down
from Mt Sinai, Israel had violated it (Acts 7:39–41), and
they kept rebelling against God to the point that God finally punished them by defeat and exile (7:42–43). The
Sanhedrin thought they were not like their ancestors
(Matt 23:30), for they did not worship the stars. But by
killing Jesus, they had illegally killed an innocent man
(7:52–53). Even worse, by rejecting the one God sent,
they had rebelled against God just like their ancestors.
Third, Stephen added an even more severe accusation.
He began by describing how the fathers of Israel had
rejected Joseph, the one God had chosen to save
them from starvation (7:9–15). Next, the Israelites also
rejected Moses, the one God sent to be their “ruler and
redeemer” (7:35). Now, like them, the Sanhedrin had rejected the prophet like Moses (7:37; Deut 18:15; John
6:14). Israel had a history of rejecting the men God sent
to save them, but the Sanhedrin had rejected not just
a righteous man, but the one and only Righteous One
(Acts 7:52).
So the speech that had begun like a well-loved story
ended with stinging accusation. Like their ancestors,
the Sanhedrin were stiff-necked (7:51; Exod 33:5),
unwilling to bow humbly before God. They had uncircumcised hearts and ears,
unclean and unresponsive
THINK ABOUT IT
to God. They, not Stephen,
If you resist God’s
Spirit, your heart
were the ones guilty of
will become hard
blasphemy against God.
and unresponsive
This is how all people end
(Acts 28:25–26;
up if they go on resisting
Heb 3:7–19).
the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).

Stephen died full of the Holy Spirit (7:54–
60)
There is a huge contrast between those who resist the
Spirit and those who submit to the Spirit. While the
Sanhedrin ground their teeth in fury, Stephen enjoyed
the most beautiful sight ever: he saw Jesus in His glory

(7:54–56). Peter had seen Jesus like this once, and it
was so amazing that Peter thought heaven had come
(Mark 9:1–5). That is not surprising, because Jesus’
glorious presence is what makes heaven so good (Rev
21:23). But Stephen did not just see Jesus; he saw
Him standing. Normally, Jesus is sitting (Matt 22:44;
Acts 2:34; Heb 1:3), but here He stands to honor His
faithful servant and welcome him home.
Stephen called Him “the Son of Man,” a title for the
Lord of the universe (Dan 7:13–14). The Sanhedrin
recognized the name: when Jesus had claimed to be
the Son of Man, they had sentenced Him to death
(Mark 14:62–64). Still refusing to admit the truth, they
turned violent. They threw Stephen out of the city and
began to stone him (Acts 7:57–58), even though they
had no legal authority to execute anyone. In contrast
to the shrieking mob, Stephen was so controlled by the
Spirit that he became like Jesus. Like Jesus, He willingly
gave up his life (7:59; Luke
23:46). Like Jesus, He
THINK ABOUT IT
prayed for his murderers
By entrusting
to be forgiven (Acts 7:60;
his soul to Jesus,
Luke 23:34). Then, as his
Stephen showed
killers raged, Stephen died
that Jesus is truly
God.
as peacefully as one falling
asleep.
In the end, the Sanhedrin did not listen and Stephen
died, so what had the Spirit accomplished? No
one knew it at that time, but Jesus later answered
Stephen’s prayer by transforming Saul from a prideful
persecutor into a humble preacher (Acts 8:1; 9:1–20).
Because Stephen prayed, Saul (Paul) would one day
spread the good news about Jesus all the way to Italy
(28:14). And because Stephen prayed, God would
direct Paul to write much of the New Testament. The
Spirit really does make a difference. Like Stephen,
depend on the Holy Spirit and allow Him to control
your life. As you do, He will make you a faithful witness
to Jesus, and one day He will bring you peacefully
home to Jesus.

LESSON 29

Lesson Outline

The Holy Spirit gives faithful believers the ability to honor Jesus.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The Holy Spirit makes good servants (6:1–10).
2. The Holy Spirit honors Jesus through good servants (6:11–7:53).
3. The Holy Spirit brings good servants to Jesus (7:54–60).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Stephen served full of the Holy Spirit
(6:1–10).
• The believers knew Stephen was
full of the Spirit (6:1–6).
• Stephen served, did miracles, and
witnessed by the Spirit (6:7–10).

2. The Jews resisted the Holy Spirit (6:11–7:53).
• They accused Stephen of blaspheming the
temple and the Law of Moses (6:11–15).
• But like their ancestors, they violated the
temple (7:1–10, 29–38, 44–51).
• But like their ancestors, they rejected the
Law (7:38–43, 53).
• And like their ancestors, they rejected their
Savior (7:9–28, 35–37, 52).
3. Stephen died full of the Holy Spirit (7:54–60)
• Stephen was filled with the Spirit (7:54–
55a).
• Stephen saw Jesus in glory (7:55b–56).
• Stephen was stoned (7:57–58).
• Stephen prayed for his enemies and died
(7:59–60).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who was Stephen full of?
Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit.
2.	What did the Spirit give Stephen the power to do?
Power to do miracles. Power to speak about Jesus.
3.	What did Stephen see before he died?
Jesus standing in heaven.
4.	What did Stephen pray for the people stoning him?
He prayed that God would forgive them.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What does it mean to be full of the Spirit?
To be full of the Spirit is to depend on the Spirit’s power and obey the Spirit’s will.
2.	What character qualities did the Spirit produce in Stephen?
Trustworthiness, wisdom, graciousness, and boldness.
3.	What did the Jews accuse Stephen of?
Blaspheming God by speaking against the temple and the Law of Moses.
4.	How did the Jews misunderstand the temple?
By focusing on the place, they failed to see that God can appear anywhere, and that
what God desired was worship. So they failed to recognize Jesus when He came.
5.	How were the Jews the ones violating the Law of Moses?
Like their ancestors, they rebelled against God when they crucified Jesus, and they also
broke the law by killing an innocent man.
6.	When the Jews rejected Jesus, how were they like their ancestors?
They rejected Jesus just like their ancestors rejected Joseph and Moses.
7.	How did the Sanhedrin respond to Stephen?
They resisted the Spirit. They became so angry they lost control and illegally and unjustly
stoned Stephen.
8.	How did Jesus answer Stephen’s prayer?
He saved Saul (Paul), who then wrote half of the New Testament and spread the gospel
all the way to Rome.

LESSON 29

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

USE YOUR LIPS
Bring a pair of wax lips to class.
Talk about the things we can
do with our lips, both good and
evil. Explain that of all the things
we do with our lips, the most
important thing is to share the
good news of salvation with
others. In today’s lesson, we will
hear about a man who used his
lips to tell others about Jesus.
This man’s name was Stephen.
NO FOOD
Dress up as a widow (all in black)
and introduce the children to
the problem that begins today’s
lesson: no food. Explain how you
and your friends are starving
(hold empty plate and silverware). However, the problem
is not a shortage of food. The
problem is that nobody seems to
care about your need.

ILLUSTRATE

VISUAL AIDS
While teaching the lesson, use
visuals such as Joseph’s coat,
Moses’ staff, and the golden calf
to illustrate some of the main
points of Stephen’s message.
Past coloring pictures may also
be a helpful resource.
SIMILAR REPELS
Using two magnets (the horseshoe kind or any double-sided
magnet is preferable), bring the
magnets close together, and
show how they repulse each
other. Put one magnet on the
table and push it off the edge
using the other magnet. Then,
show how the magnets stick
to each other when they are
correctly lined up.

I Do not Want to Listen
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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APPLY

I DO NOT WANT TO LISTEN
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock, crayons, brad, yarn, wiggle
eyes, double sided tape.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on card stock. Color the
images. Cut the arms. Drawn an
angry face. Use the yarn to make
the hair (use to double sided
tape to tape it). Connect the
arms to the body with the brads.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT
To teach the children what it
means to resist, play a game of
tug-of-war. Explain that the goal
of the game is not to be pulled
over the line in the middle of
the room. They are to resist the
other team. However, while this
game is fun, resisting the Holy
Spirit is a great sin. In today’s
lesson, we’re going to learn
about a group of people who
resisted the work of the Holy
Spirit.

ALWAYS RESISTING
Bring a slinky to class. Have you
ever taken a slinky and stretched
it out as far as it could go? What
happens when you let go? The
moment you let go it snaps back to
its original shape. No matter how
hard you pull on the slinky or spring,
it always resists being stretched
out. Such resistance can be seen in
the life of Israel. The history of the
Jewish people is filled with instances
where they resisted God. Over
and over again God dealt patiently
with His people, only to have them
always return to their original
condition—rebellion.

SPIRITUAL STRENGTH
Who’s the strongest in the class?
Allow the children to flex their
muscles. Is the strongest in the
class also the most courageous?
Not necessarily. Talk about the
differences between physical
strength and spiritual strength.
Today we’re going to meet
someone incredibly strong, but
not because he had massive
biceps. This man, Stephen, was
incredibly bold and courageous
when it came to sharing the
message of the salvation. Let’s
find out what made him such a
strong Christian.

THREE MORE POINTING BACK
The religious leaders accused
Stephen of blasphemy, but Stephen
rightly pointed out that it was them,
not him, who were guilty of this
great sin. Illustrate this by accusing
the children of something and
pointing your index finger at them.
However, point out that there are
three more fingers pointing back at
you. These three fingers could be
used to represent the three things
Stephen accused the leaders of:
violating the temple, rejecting the
Law, and rejecting Jesus.

APPLY

STEPHEN’S LIFE
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock,
hole puncher, yarn
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on card stock. Color them.
Hole punch all the pages where
indicated. Unite with the yarn
the name of Stephen in the right
order. Complete the blanks with
right words.

Stephen’s Life
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

THESE TWO THINGS
Ask the children to name two
things they do every day. Point
out that these two things are
priorities for them: things they
value more than anything else.
Ask them to identify the two
priorities every church leader or
pastor must have. Tell them that
these priorities are identified in
today’s lesson: prayer and the
Bible (Acts 6:4). As we’ll see,
the disciples asked Stephen and
others to help them in ministry
so they could focus on these two
things.

STIFF-NECKED
Has anyone ever taken a dog for
a walk on a leash? If you have, it’s
likely you’ve experienced what
Stephen meant when he called
the religious leaders “stiff-necked”
(Acts 7:51). Just as a dog might
dig his paws into the ground and
stiffen his neck to resist your
pull on the leash, Israel’s leaders
stubbornly resisted God’s call
though the Holy Spirit.

CLIFFSNOTES VERSION OF
ISRAEL’S HISTORY
Today’s lesson contains a
summary of Israel’s history (Acts
7:2–47). Though long itself, it
is much shorter than the actual
history of Israel recorded in
the Old Testament. Stephen’s
summary here in the book of
Acts is like the “CliffsNotes”
version of Israel’s history (show a
CliffsNotes study guide to class).
CliffsNotes are a series of study
guides that summarize great
literary works in pamphlet form.
They allow students to quickly
learn the main points of a lengthy
book without actually reading it.
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FLOAT AWAY
Fill a small pan with water. Sprinkle
pepper on one side of it. As you
talk about resisting, dip one finger
in some soapy water and then
place your finger in the pan with
the pepper. The pepper should
spread out away from your soapy
finger.

APPLY

SOMETHING GREATER
Look up the following Scripture
passages as a class or in groups to
identify all the ways Joseph and
Moses foreshadowed (pointed to)
Jesus.
Joseph & Jesus: (1) Acts 7:9 &
Mark 15:10: betrayed out of envy,
(2) Gen 50:20 & 2 Cor 5:15: evil
done to them was for the good
of those who did the evil, (3) Gen
50:15–21 & Luke 23:34: forgave
those who wronged them, (4) Acts
7:10 & Phil 2:8–11: exalted from a
low position to a high position, (5)
Acts 7:11–12 & 1 Thess 2:14–15:
savior of Israel (physically or
spiritually), (6) Acts 7:12 & John
1:10: not recognized the first
time, (7) Acts 7:13 & Zech 12:10:
recognized the second time.
Moses & Jesus: (1) Acts 7:22–29
& Phil 2:7–8: gave up glory to save
their own people, (2) Exod 3:1 &
John 10:11, 14: shepherds, (3)
Acts 7:36 & John 20:30: performed miracles, (4) Acts 7:27–29
& John 1:11: rejected by their own
people the first time, (5) Acts 7:36
& Rom 10:12–13: saved Israel
from slavery (to Pharaoh or to sin),
(6) Acts 7:37 & Deut 18:15 & John
6:14: Moses prophesied that a
prophet like him would come.
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This curriculum has been designed to deepen your own study of God’s word
so that you might be able to properly understand and accurately teach each
lesson. It’s our prayer that this curriculum would be a blessing to your ministry
and home as God uses it to edify your teachers, evangelize your children, and
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Study the Lesson
This section is designed to edify and equip teachers and to guide you through the preparation of an age appropriate Bible lesson.
•
•
•
•

Central Truth – Identifies the theme and focal point of lesson.
Supporting Truths – Provides appropriate objectives for mastering the central truth.
Spotlight on the Gospel – Explains how each lesson connects to the gospel.
Lesson Commentary – Communicates the truth of each lesson to the teacher’s heart
and mind.

Teach the Lesson
Use the child involvement resources to engage children from the moment they walk into
the classroom until pick-up time.
•
•
•

Outlines – Guide both teachers and children through the lesson.
Lesson Questions – Foster greater interaction between teacher and child.
Activities – Creative opening ideas, visual aids, and crafts to introduce, illustrate, and
apply lesson.

Additional Resources
Use these additional resources to help support your lessons and to knit together the
church and the home, ensuring that what is taught on Sunday matches what is learned
throughout the week.
•
•
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Craft Book
Activity Book

•
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Student Journal
Family Devotional

CONTENTS
THE ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA
AND SAMARIA 

5

15
25
35
45

LESSON 30: The Church is Persecuted
and the Gospel Spreads
Acts 8:1–25
LESSON 31: Philip Shares the Gospel
with the Ethiopian
Acts 8:26–40 
LESSON 32: Saul is converted
Acts 9:1–31
LESSON 33: The Gentiles receive the
Gospel
Acts 10:1–11:18
LESSON 34: God frees Peter from
prison
Acts 12:1–24

THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE
REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH 

55
65
75


85
95

LESSON 35: The Gentiles are saved by
faith alone
Acts 15:1–35
LESSON 36: The Philippian Jailer is
saved
Acts 16:16–40 
LESSON 37: Paul preaches in Athens
Acts 17:16–34
LESSON 38: God protects Paul
Acts 27:1–44
LESSON 39: Paul testifies to the Gospel
in Rome
Acts 28:11–31

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
105 LESSON 40: John testifies to the
125 LESSON 42: God will judge the world
exalted Jesus
Revelation 1:1–20

115

LESSON 41: John sees the worthy
Lamb
Revelation 5:1–14 

Revelation 19:11–20:15

135

LESSON 43: God creates a New
Heaven and New Earth
Revelation 21:1–22:21

CHRISTMAS – THE SON OF GOD BECOMES MAN
145 CHRISTMAS LESSON 1: The Pre155 CHRISTMAS LESSON 2: The
Existence of the Son of God
John 1:1–5

Incarnation of the Son of God
John 1:6–18

EASTER – THE SON OF GOD CONQUERS DEATH
165 EASTER LESSON 1: The Crucifixion of 175 EASTER LESSON 2: The Resurrection
4

the Son of God
John 18:28–19:42

of the Son of God
John 20:1–31 


LESSON 30
The Church is persecuted and the gospel
spreads
ACTS 8:1–25

LESSON 30

There is one gospel for all kinds of
people.

“Philip went down to the city of
Samaria and proclaimed to them the
Christ…. So there was much joy in that
city” (Acts 8:5, 8).

6

Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. The gospel spreads through
persecution.
2. The gospel is good even in hard times
3. The gospel is for all kinds of people.
4. The gospel is the same for all people.
5. The gospel unites former enemies.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Explain why the believers scattered.
Define “gospel.”
Describe those to whom Philip preached.
Evaluate Simon’s response.
Explain why the apostles needed to come
for the Samaritans to receive the Spirit.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Lesson Summary
God used persecution to cause believers to scatter from Jerusalem. As they fled, they
carried the gospel with them wherever they went—including to new groups of people
like the Samaritans. Through the apostles, God welcomed the Samaritans into the church
equally alongside Jewish believers. He also guarded the gospel from being twisted by
Simon, who tried to use the power of the gospel for his own glory.

Spotlight on the Gospel
When God confirmed the gospel to the Samaritans, He showed that the gospel is for all
people. This should encourage believers to be like Philip and tell the good news to all
people, even those who are not at all like them. On the other hand, no matter where the
gospel goes, it is always the same gospel. It cannot be adapted to any person’s old way of
living, since it demands a radical change from living for self to living for God.

T WEEK
LAS

The Jews resist the Holy
Spirit
Acts 6:1–7:60
THE GOSPEL SPREADS IN
JERUSALEM

WEEK
THIS

The Church is
persecuted and the
gospel spreads
Acts 8:1–25

T WEEK
NEX

Philip shares the gospel
with the Ethiopian
Acts 8:26-40

THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA AND SAMARIA

LESSON 30

Lesson Commentary

There is one gospel for all kinds of people.
Jesus’ last words to His disciples were, “You will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). So
far, the Holy Spirit had given the disciples incredible
success in Jerusalem. But now it was time for the
next step. For this to happen, believers could not
stay where they were, and they needed to be open
to people who were not like them. But as the gospel
spread to different people, they also needed to
guard against a different gospel.

Persecution spread the gospel to
different places (8:1–4)
Persecution began the day Stephen was murdered
(8:1). Jesus had told His disciples to expect to be
treated badly for being a Christian (John 15:20; 16:2),
but now it began at a furious pace. Saul was the
fiercest of the persecutors (Acts 8:3). He really
thought he was serving God by tearing the church
apart (22:3–4). Ironically, God did use Saul’s persecution! He used it to get the church to do its job of
spreading the gospel.
It is not surprising that many believers fled, but
what they did as they fled is surprising. They lost
friendships, possessions, and homes, and some lost
mothers and fathers too. If that happened to you
right now, would you go around saying you had good
news? That is what the believers were doing, since
“preaching the word” (8:4) literally means “evangelizing” or “speaking good news.” They knew it is good
to have Jesus even if that means losing everything
else.

Philip spread the gospel to a different
group of people (8:5–13)
One of these evangelizing believers was Philip. Like
Stephen, he had been chosen to help the apostles
because he was full of the Spirit (6:5). Philip went
to Samaria, north of Judea. This was very unusual,
because Jews and Samaritans did not get along (Luke
9:52–53; John 4:9). About 700 years before, the
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Assyrians had deported the Jews living in this area,
and then Assyria had brought in people from other
nations to take their place (2 Kgs 17:6). For a long
time, these people worshiped God and idols at the
same time (17:33). By the time of Jesus, they only
worshiped God, but there was still lots of confusion (John 4:20–24). They needed the truth, but
would a Jew come to
Samaritans, and would
THINK ABOUT IT
Are you willing to
Samaritans listen to a
talk about Jesus
Jew?
to people you are
not comfortable
To Philip, the good
around?
news was more
important than cultural differences. Since the
Samaritans already looked forward to the Messiah
(4:25), Philip announced that Jesus was the One
(Acts 8:5). He proclaimed the “name of Jesus Christ,”
teaching all about who Jesus is (8:12b). He also
preached about the kingdom of God, describing the
blessing of God’s rule over saved people, both in this
world and even more in the world to come (8:12a).
The Samaritans listened because Philip miraculously
healed and cast out demons, confirming his message
and his love for the Samaritans (8:6–7, 13). The
Samaritans received the message with joy (8:8,
12), and through baptism they affirmed their loyal
allegiance to Jesus.
But Philip was not the only one doing signs in
Samaria. Simon the sorcerer had already gained a
reputation as “the Great Power of God,” a unique
agent of divine power (8:9–11). Sorcery at that time
was a combination of science and superstition,
combining astrology, divination, and occult practices
with history, mathematics, and agriculture. It could
be trickery or demonic or both. Yet both Simon and
the people realized that Philip’s power was greater.
For some, this led them to fully receive Philip’s
message (8:12). But it
was also possible to
THINK ABOUT IT
Scripture gives
interpret the gospel’s
clear instructions for
power as nothing more
dealing with Satan
than an upgrade to
and demons today
Samaria’s traditional
(Eph 6:10–18; Jas
4:6–10).
superstition (8:13).
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The apostles guarded against a different
gospel (8:14–25)
It is a good thing Peter and John came to help sort this
out (Acts 8:14). They had two issues to deal with. First,
they had to confirm that the gospel really is available
to all people, even to strange and hostile people. They
made this clear by visibly putting their hands on the
Samaritans so that they received the Spirit (8:17).
Normally, believers receive the Holy Spirit the moment
they believe (Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13). But this situation
was unique: for the first time in history, people were
welcomed into God’s family without having to become
Jews. By delaying the Spirit, God showed that the
Samaritans had the same Spirit and were under the
same leadership of the apostles. Despite their differences, they were now “one body” sharing “one Spirit . .
. one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all” (Eph 4:4–5). When the apostles saw this, they
also evangelized in Samaria (Acts 8:25).
The apostle’s second job in Samaria was to guard the
purity of the gospel. Although the gospel is for people
from all cultures, it cannot be modified to fit the trends
of any culture. But this is what Simon was trying to
do. By trying to buy the power of conferring the Spirit
(8:18–19), Simon twisted the gospel in three ways.
First, Simon treated the gospel as something to glorify
himself. All along, he had been infected by pride. He
had been the greatest person in Samaria, but when
Philip came, Simon realized that Philip’s power was
greater. Simon followed Philip in order to learn the
secret of Philip’s power. Then, when he saw the Spirit
come through the apostles, he realized he had found
the source. Treating the apostles like fellow magicians,
he tried to set a price to buy the secret of their power.
In the end, Simon wanted to use the Holy Spirit for his
own glory, not be used by the Holy Spirit for the glory
of God (Eph 5:18). Peter rightly rebuked him (Acts
8:20), for nothing is more offensive to God than pride
(Prov 16:5; Jas 4:6).

Second, Simon thought the
THINK ABOUT IT
gospel was something he
Simon treated the
could just add to his old way
Holy Spirit’s power
of life (Acts 8:20). For him,
like a genie in a
bottle to get his
the Spirit was just a way to
own wishes.
become a more powerful
sorcerer than before. Simon
really did believe in the power of God, but like the
demons, that faith did not include trust and submission to God’s will (Jas 2:19). He did not want God to
radically change the direction of his life (Isa 55:6; 1
Cor 6:11) or transform him from the inside out (2 Cor
5:17). He still wanted to live his old life, only now he
hoped to have more power to do it. Again, Peter was
right to say that Simon’s heart was not right before
God (Acts 8:21).
Third, Simon thought the gospel was compatible with
his sin (8:22). Because Simon was seeking his own
glory, he was full of bitterness whenever anyone or
anything overshadowed him (8:23a). Because he was
still committed to his old way of life, he was still a slave
of his own sin (8:23b). Even his request for prayer was
detestable (8:24). He only asked to get rid of the consequences of his sin, not the sin itself, for sin itself was
not repulsive to him. In addition, Simon still thought it
was all about power. He knew the apostles had more
power, so he thought their prayers would be most
effective for him. But the root of man’s sin is pride, so
the only solution is humility—to humbly admit that we
are unworthy, and to depend entirely on God’s grace.
While the gospel is available to all kinds of people,
there are not all kinds of gospels. There is one gospel,
which is always aimed at the glory of God. Therefore
the difference between a true believer and a fake
believer is this: the first is controlled by love for God
(2 Cor 5:14), the second tries to control God out of
love for himself. This is bad news for people like Simon,
but it is good news for people ready to surrender—no
matter what kind of person they may be.

LESSON 30

Lesson Outline

There is one gospel for all kinds of people.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
Accept the gospel . . .
1. Because it is good even when life is not (8:1–4).
2. Because it is offered to everyone (8:5–17, 25).
3. By letting it change you (8:18–24).
AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Persecution spread the gospel to
different places (8:1–4)
• Believers fled from severe
persecution (8:1–3).
• Fleeing believers spread the good
news (8:4).

2. Philip spread the gospel to a different
group of people (8:5–13)
• Philip proclaimed the Messiah to the
Samaritans (8:5).
• Philip’s miracles confirmed his
message (8:6–8).
• Philip faced a threat to the purity of
the Samaritans’ faith (8:9–13).
3. The apostles guarded against a
different gospel (8:14–25).
• The gospel is one gospel for all kinds
of people (8:14–17, 25).
• The gospel is not for glorifying
yourself (8:18–20).
• The gospel is not something to add
to your old life (8:21).
• The gospel is not compatible with
your sin (8:22–24).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did Christians leave Jerusalem?
Because they were being persecuted.
2.	Who preached the gospel in Samaria?
Philip.
3.	What did the Samaritans receive when the apostles came?
The Holy Spirit.
4.	Who tried to get the Spirit’s power to use for himself?
Simon.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. Who was the fiercest persecutor of the Jerusalem church?
Saul.
2. Where did Philip preach the gospel?
In Samaria.
3. Why was this unusual?
The Jews and Samaritans were enemies, fighting over land and worship.
4. Why did the Samaritans not receive the Holy Spirit right when they believed?
To make it clear that the Samaritans were part of the same church as Jewish
believers.
5. What was Simon’s belief like?
It was factual: he believed that there was real power in the gospel. However, it was
not trusting: he did not want to submit to the control of the gospel.
6. Why did Simon want the Holy Spirit?
To use for his own glory. To make himself a more powerful sorcerer.
7. What did Simon think about his sin?
He did not mind his sin, so long as he could avoid sin’s consequences.
8. What is the main problem in a fake believer?
He only “believes” in God for what God can do for him. His “faith” is still all about
loving himself, not loving God.

LESSON 30

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

TRAVELING LIGHT
In today’s lesson, Philip travels to
Samaria. Once he arrived, he shared
the gospel with the people there.
To illustrate the idea of traveling to
another place, bring a suitcase and
clothes to class. Ask the children
what they would take on a trip.
Explain that because of the persecution that was happening, many
of the believers had to pack their
things and leave quickly to escape
harm.

GOSPEL SPREADER
Illustrate how persecution encourages the spread of the gospel with a
block of cheese and a cheese grater.
At first the block of cheese (the gospel) in confined to one location. But
after passing the block of cheese
over the grater (persecution),
the cheese (gospel) is able to be
spread to many different locations.
Spread the cheese (gospel) to all
the children by passing out a small
portion of cheese to each child.

THE GOSPEL SPREADS
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
scissors, tape, hole punch, tape.

DARK AND WHITE HEARTS
Give the children both dark and
white clay (or Play-Doh). Explain
that every person is born with a
dark (sinful) heart and help them
make a heart with the dark clay. Talk
about the bad attitudes and actions
that come from a dark heart. Next
have them create a white heart.
Explain that the only people who
can have a white heart are those
who trust Jesus to forgive their
sins. In today’s lesson, we will learn
about a man named Simon who
would not confess to God that he
had a dark (sinful) heart. We will
also learn about a group of people
who confessed that they had
dark (sinful) hearts. Because they
confessed their sin to Jesus, these
people were given white hearts.

THE POWER OF THE CROSS
While the gospel is available to
all kinds of people, there are not
all kinds of gospels. There is one
gospel. As the gospel spreads, it
does not change; it remains the
same. However, as people respond
to the gospel, they are changed
The Gospel Spreads
by the gospel. Illustrate this with a
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
number of different people made
out of different colors of Play-Doh
and one small cross (could be made
out of two popsicle sticks fastened
together with hot glue). What
happens as you press each PlayDoh person against the cross? They
are changed by the gospel (it leaves
its imprint on the people). Does
the cross (gospel) change? No. It
remains the same, no matter which
person is pressed against it.

Directions: Color the craft
pages. Hole punch where indicated. Pass a yarn through the
holes. Tape the “Bible” image
to the yarn so that it can move
from Jerusalem to Samaria.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

SAY IT IS NOT SO!
Bring a Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cup candy bar to class. Explain
that the size of Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups has gotten smaller
over the years. The reason: to
keep pace with inflation. Instead
of raising prices, they have made
their peanut butter cups smaller
to reduce costs. However, today
we’re going to learn about
something that never changes:
the gospel. It is the same for
every person in every place in
every period of history.
SWORN ENEMIES
Today’s story is similar to the
story of Jonah. In both stories,
God’s messenger brings the
message of salvation to the Jews’
enemies. And in both cases, a
large number of people respond
to the gospel and receive salvation. However, unlike the story
of Jonah, today’s story is about
a faithful evangelist who did not
hesitate to share the good news
with those who were his sworn
enemies.

ILLUSTRATE

FAILURE TO LAUNCH
Describe (or show a video) of a
mother bird forcing a baby bird out
of the nest. This is necessary so that
the baby bird begins to fly. This is
kind of like what happened in Acts
8:1–25. God used persecution to
get believers out of Jerusalem and
spread the gospel to Judea and
Samaria and beyond.
PERSECUTION AND THE GOSPEL
Fill a small, shallow cup or dish
(maybe Styrofoam) with red food
coloring and float it in a glass
bowl filled with water. While the
container is floating in the water,
share with the children how the
gospel had mostly been contained
within the city of Jerusalem. As you
start to talk about the persecution
that was inflicted upon the church,
begin to throw the small rocks into
the water. The water should begin
to rock violently enough so that
the red food coloring inside the
container spills into the water. The
children will be able to visibly see
how the food coloring makes its
way throughout the water. Such a
visual illustration will demonstrate
how the persecution against the
church managed to spread the
gospel.

APPLY

CHASING THE HOLY SPIRIT
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, white
paper, scissors, tape, and
crayons.
Directions: Cut the pieces
from the craft sheet. Color
the boy Samuel. Make cuts on
the picture along the dotted
lines. Place the strip with the
arrow behind the picture. Tape
another piece of paper to the
back to form a pocket that is
tight enough to hold the strip,
but loose enough to allow it to
move up and down. Color the
back strip accordingly. Move
strip up and down to change
Samuel from being asleep to
being awake.
Chasing the Holy Spirit
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

UNCHANGING GOSPEL
The word for carbonated drinks
is different in different parts
of the U.S. It is “pop” in the
Midwest (Ohio, Michigan, Kansas,
Oklahoma, and Iowa) and in some
portions of the Pacific Northwest
and the Mountain West. It is
“soda” on the two coasts, as well
as Hawaii, St. Louis, Missouri and
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. “Soda pop”
is used by some in the Mountain
West. “Soft drink” or “cold drink”
is popular in New Orleans and
east Texas. The name changes
as you move about the country.
However, in today’s lesson we are
going to learn about something
that remains the same in every
location, culture, and time period:
the gospel.

DELAYED OUTPOURING OF
THE SPIRIT
The Samaritans were half Jewish,
but they hated the Jews. The Jews
hated them, too. When the gospel
started to spread, Jews may have
doubted that Samaritans could
be Christians. However, the Holy
Spirit came on the Samaritans just
like it did the Jews. Because the
Holy Spirit came to
the Samaritans in a special way,
God showed that the Samaritans
were Christians just like the Jews.
Use the illustration of an adopted
child getting the same last name
as the rest of the family. Even
though the adopted child came
later, he gets the same name and
everyone recognizes he belongs
to the family.

BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS
Bring in some seeds. Last week’s
lesson ended with Stephen being
brutally murdered for his faith
(Acts 7:60). What kind of effect
do you think this had on the
proclamation of the gospel? Well,
believe it or not, the murder of
Stephen, and the persecution
of Christians that followed, only
accelerated the spread of the
gospel! As Tertullian noted in his
Apologeticus, “The blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the church”
(show the seeds).

GENIE IN A BOTTLE
Simon tried to buy the power of
the Holy Spirit. He did not want to
be used by the Holy Spirit for the
glory of God; rather, he wanted
to use the Holy Spirit’s power to
glorify himself. In so doing, he
treated the power of the Holy
Spirit like a genie in a bottle. He
was only interested in what the
Holy Spirit could do for him and
would not submit to the Spirit.

OPPOSITE EFFECT
It seems like a sure way to get
someone to do something is to
tell them repeatedly that they
cannot do it! Have you ever
witnessed this in your life? In
today’s lesson, we saw something that brought about the
opposite effect we might think
it would: persecution sparked
the spread of the gospel.
Persecution also brings about
the opposite effect we might
think it would in our personal
lives. Have you ever experienced persecution for your
belief in the gospel? Why might
the experience of persecution
actually be a good thing (Matt
5:10–12)? Persecution may be
difficult, but its outcome is of
incalculable value, both for the
spread of the gospel as well as
our own spiritual reward.

LESSON 31
Philip shares the gospel with the Ethiopian
ACTS 8:26-40

LESSON 31

The Holy Spirit proclaims Jesus
through obedient servants.

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture he told him
the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. The Holy Spirit leads people to
Jesus.
2. The Holy Spirit uses submissive
servants.
3. The Holy Spirit uses Scripture.
4. The Holy Spirit reveals Himself to
those who sincerely seek God.
5. The Holy Spirit produces the joy of
salvation.

1. State who guided Philip to the Ethiopian.
2. Describe Philip’s response to the angel
and the Spirit.
3. Cite the Scripture the Ethiopian was
reading.
4. Explain why the Ethiopian had been in
Jerusalem.
5. Describe the Ethiopian’s response to
Philip.
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Lesson Summary
After Philip opened up Samaria to the gospel, the Spirit sent him south, to a road few
people traveled. This seemed strange, but Philip obeyed immediately. Because Philip
obeyed, the Spirit guided him straight to someone who was seeking God, an important
Ethiopian official. Then the Spirit used Scripture and Philip’s explanation to bring the
Ethiopian to Jesus. He was baptized and continued on his way full of joy, while the Spirit
gave Philip yet another mission.

Spotlight on the Gospel
This story shows what the gospel is, how it spreads, and how it changes people. The
gospel is the good news that Jesus died in the place of sinners. The gospel spreads by
the power of the Holy Spirit as He uses obedient Christians to show people Jesus. Then
the gospel changes everyone who sincerely seeks God. It unites them to Jesus, fills them
with joy, and gives them a mission to go tell others.

WEEK
THIS

T WEEK
LAS

The Church is persecuted
and the gospel spreads
Acts 8:1–25

Philip shares the gospel
with the Ethiopian
Acts 8:26-40

THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA AND SAMARIA

T WEEK
NEX

Saul is converted
Acts 9:1–31

LESSON 31

Lesson Commentary

The Holy Spirit proclaims Jesus through
obedient servants.
Christians are people with a mission to tell others
how great Jesus is. But this can seem like a daunting
task and sometimes we give up before we begin. To
encourage us, Acts 8 reminds that we are not limited
by our own creativity or ability. As in the entire book
of Acts, the Holy Spirit is the one who directs and
empowers all testimony to Jesus on earth. It us our
part to do as Philip did: follow the Spirit’s lead and
be ready to use Scripture to show people Jesus.

Philip obeyed the Spirit (8:26–30)
Philip had been north of Jerusalem, in Samaria, but
now an angel commanded him to go south (Acts
8:26). That was a strange command. Why should
Philip leave what he began in Samaria? And even
if he had to go south to Gaza, why go by the less
traveled road through dry hills instead of the more
common one along the sea? But the strangeness
of the command did not stop Philip. He got up and
went (8:27). Because Philip was so obedient, he
would have great success in completing his mission
as a Christian (Josh 1:8).
It is a good thing he obeyed, because an unexpected
person was there: an Ethiopian official (Acts 8:27).
Ethiopia was south of Egypt, and to people in the
Roman empire, it was the edge of the known world.
Therefore it was strange to find an Ethiopian near
Jerusalem. Even more strange, this was not just any
Ethiopian. He was the Secretary of the Treasury,
in charge of all the finances. More importantly, he
was sincerely seeking God (8:28). He had come to
worship at the temple, although he probably did not
find what he had hoped.
Much of temple worship at
THINK ABOUT IT
that time was corrupt, and
God will reveal
besides, the Ethiopian would
Himself to anyone
who sincerely seeks
not have been allowed to
Him (Jer 29:13; Matt
participate because he was
7:7).
a eunuch (Deut 23:1). Still,
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he kept seeking. He had purchased a scroll of Isaiah,
which would have been expensive, and he happened
to be reading it right then.
Philip did not yet know who this man was or what
he was reading. But again, the Spirit guided him,
and Philip fully obeyed (Acts 8:29–30). This shows
that the work of bringing people to Jesus is, first, a
work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit begins the work
and sees it through to the end (John 3:3; 16:7–14).
Second, it is also the work of servants who obey
the Spirit. If you want to accomplish your mission as
a Christian, follow the Spirit’s lead (Eph 5:18–19).
Do this by trusting in His power in your life (Rom
8:2–14) and by letting
His word—the Bible—
THINK ABOUT IT
fill and direct you (Col
To what mission
3:16). As you do, the
field have you been
called?
Spirit will use you to
show Jesus to those
who seek Him.

Philip proclaimed Jesus (8:31–35)
The Spirit also uses Scripture as a key tool to bring
people to Jesus. He had arranged it so that the
Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53, one of the fullest
descriptions of the Messiah’s suffering and death
in the Old Testament. The Ethiopian read about
someone who unjustly and silently suffered and died
(Acts 8:32–33). But he could not figure out who the
passage was about. Who is the “servant” (Isa 52:13;
53:11)? Some said it was about Isaiah. But the
servant is someone who successfully restores Israel
to God and brings salvation to all nations (49:6), and
Isaiah did not do that. Others said it was someone
else—the whole nation of Israel. After all, the servant
is called “Israel” (49:3). But since the servant also
restores Israel, he is only called Israel because he
acts as a representative of Israel. Others said it was
about the Messiah—but who was he?
Philip answered: it is about the Messiah, and the
Messiah is Jesus (Acts 8:35). Jesus suffered and
was despised (Isa 53:1–3; Mark 9:12). Jesus was
a servant who gave His life for the sake of others
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(Isa 53:4–6; Mark 10:45). Jesus was truthful, silent,
and submissive even while unjustly condemned (Isa
53:7–9; Matt 26:42; John 18:36–37). Jesus was killed
with wicked men but was with a rich man in His death
(Isa 53:9; Matt 27:38, 57–60). Jesus died as a guilt
offering, yet by rising again He gained long life (Isa
53:10a; Mark 16:6). Finally, Jesus perfectly accomplished the Father’s will (Isa 53:10b; John 5:19). This is
the gospel: Jesus is the Messiah who died to take away
our sin (Isa 53:11–12; 2 Cor 5:21).
Philip probably pointed out things like these, but whatever else he talked about, two things are clear: he used
Scripture and he explained Jesus. Can you do that?
Are you so devoted to Jesus and His word that you
are ready to give an answer to anyone who asks (1 Pet
3:15)? We all should witness like Philip did, because
faith comes by the word of
Christ (Rom 10:17). As we
THINK ABOUT IT
will see with the Ethiopian,
“How beautiful
it is the word that causes
are the feet of
people to be spiritually
those who preach
born again (1 Pet 1:23).
the good news!”
(Rom 10:15)
Know the Bible and tell
people what it says.

Philip’s testimony brought salvation
(8:36–40)
Because of Philip’s explanation, the Ethiopian believed.
He showed his faith by action when he asked to be
baptized (Acts 8:36). Since the Ethiopian asked about
baptism, Philip must have explained it as part of the
gospel message. This shows that baptism is a high priority! Outwardly, baptism is immersion in water. But it
is also a symbol of an inward reality. It is a sign of unity
with Jesus (1 Cor 12:13). It is identifying with Jesus
in His death, burial, and resurrection and committing
to live as one who belongs to Jesus (Rom 6:1–4). It is
also a sign of trusting God to wash away sin, kind of like
how water washes away dirt (1 Pet 3:21). Since there
was some water on the way, Philip baptized the man

(Acts 8:38). Because baptism is so important and is
commanded (Matt 28:19; Acts 2:38), every believer
must be baptized—and should want to be baptized—if
at all possible.
The Ethiopian’s faith is also clear in his attitude. The direction of his journey did not change, but his heart did!
It turned from frustration and confusion to joy (Acts
8:39b). And of course, he rejoiced! He had found the
answer he had longed for. He had found forgiveness
for sins and salvation from death (Rom 8:1). He had
found peace and righteousness (5:1). And best of all,
he had found Jesus, his precious Savior and King (Luke
2:10–11). His joy showed
that he belonged to Jesus,
THINK ABOUT IT
since Jesus came to put His
To be a Christian
joy in His followers (John
is to be a joyful
15:11). His joy also showed
person.
that he was now living by
the Spirit, for joy is what the
Spirit produces (Rom 14:17; Gal 5:22).
With one mission accomplished, the next began. The
Spirit never rests in bringing people to Jesus, and now
He had two servants to work through, not just one.
The Ethiopian carried his new faith back to the edge of
the known world, and over the centuries Christianity
spread in Ethiopia. As for Philip, the Spirit carried him
off to Azotus (Ashdod), about 20 miles north of Gaza.
From there Philip continued his mission up the coast
until he came to Caesarea (Act 8:39–40). Perhaps this
was his hometown before, but it definitely was from
this point on. Twenty years later, he was still there, and
by then he had four daughters. Considering the kind
of man Philip was, it was fitting that God blessed him
by making his daughters prophetesses (Acts 21:8–9)!
From beginning to end, Philip put himself at the
disposal of the Holy Spirit.

LESSON 31

Lesson Outline

The Holy Spirit proclaims Jesus through obedient servants.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Holy Spirit uses obedient Christians (8:26–30).
The Holy Spirit answers people who seek God (8:27b–28).
The Holy Spirit uses the Bible (8:31–35).
The Holy Spirit brings people to Jesus (8:35–38).
The Holy Spirit gives great joy (8:39–40).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Philip obeyed the Spirit (8:26–30).
• Philip obeyed the angel and went to
a desert road (8:26–27a).
• The Spirit brought Philip to someone
seeking God (8:27b–28).
• Philip obeyed the Spirit and went up
to him (8:29–30).

20

2. Philip proclaimed Jesus (8:31–35).
• The man asked who Isaiah 53 is
about (8:31–34).
• Philip used the Bible to tell him
about Jesus (8:35).
3. Philip’s testimony brought salvation
(8:36–40).
• The man eagerly chose to be
baptized (8:36–38).
• The man continued his journey with
joy (8:39).
• The Spirit sent Philip on a new
mission (8:39–40).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who told Philip to go south?
An angel of the Lord.
2.	Did Philip obey?
Yes.
3.	Who did Philip find?
An Ethiopian who was seeking God.
4.	What did Philip use to tell him about Jesus?
The Bible.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. What was strange about the place where Philip was sent?
It was on the other side of Jerusalem from where Philip was. It was a less-used
road.
2. What was unusual about the man Philip found there?
He was from Ethiopia. He was very powerful—the Treasurer. He was seeking God.
3. What was the Ethiopian reading?
He was reading Isaiah, specifically, Isaiah 53 which records Jesus suffering for
others.
4. Who told Philip to go up to the man?
The Holy Spirit.
5. What did Philip explain?
Philip explained all about Jesus, starting with Isaiah 53.
6. What did the Ethiopian want to do?
He wanted to be baptized.
7. What is baptism?
Baptism is being immersed in water as an outward sign of an inward unity and
loyalty to Jesus, and as a sign of trusting God to wash away sins.
8. What did the Ethiopian feel like afterward?
He was full of joy, because he had Jesus and the Spirit.

LESSON 31

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

WHAT IS MY MISSION?
Show the children pictures of
people doing different jobs (teacher,
policeman, doctor, soldier, coach,
garbage man, carpenter, athlete,
etc.). Ask the children what each
person’s “mission” in life is. Explain
that a “mission” is a very important
job that someone has been called
to do. After showing the pictures,
ask the children what the mission of
a Christian is: telling other people
about Jesus. In today’s lesson, we
will learn that Christians accomplish
their mission through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
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HOLY SPIRIT USES OBEDIENT
CHRISTIANS
Most children know what it means
to obey (follow directions). But do
they know how we are supposed to
obey? (1) Right away; (2) completely
and exactly according to the directions; and (3) with a happy heart.
This may seem hard at times, but
this is what pleases God (Eph 6:1). In
today’s lesson, we’re going to meet a
man—Philip—who obeyed this way.
As you listen to the lesson, raise your
hand when you hear Philip obey in
one of these ways: (1) completely
and exactly according to directions
(Acts 8:27, 30); (2) quickly (8:30); (3)
with a happy heart (8:39–40).

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT IS FOR LUNCH?
The passage of Scripture the
Ethiopian was reading was
Isaiah 53:7–8. This portion of
Scripture is a prophecy of the
Messiah that was to come.
Do the children know what a
“prophecy” is? It is information
about something that has not
happened yet. God told the
prophet Isaiah about the one
who would come and save His
people many hundreds of years
before He came. You may illustrate this by asking the children
to tell you what they are going
to have for lunch. While some
may know what they are going
to be eating today, what about
tomorrow? Next week? Next
year?

APPLY

ISAIAH’S SCROLL
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, tan
construction paper, crayons,
scissors, glue yarn.
Directions: Color the images,
cut and glue them on the tan
construction paper. Glue the
verse at the bottom of the
page. Roll the construction
paper and close it using the
yarn.

Isaiah’s Scroll
GUIDED
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
The Holy Spirit guided Philip
to the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26,
29, 39–40). Illustrate this by
leading the children around
the room while their eyes are
closed. Point out that they, like
Philip, will need to obey your
directions in order to get where
they need to go.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Philip shares the gospel with the Ethiopian • Acts 8:26-40

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

LESSON CHECKLIST
That God planned to bring the
Ethiopian to faith can be seen in
how all the events come together in
today’s lesson. Illustrate this with a
large checklist made out of poster
board. This list should contain all the
events that God planned in today’s
lesson: The Holy Spirit sending
Philip south on a desert road (Acts
8:26); Philip meeting the Ethiopian
(8:27); the Ethiopian reading an
Isaiah passage regarding the Messiah
(8:28); the chariot passing water in
the middle of the dry land (8:36); and
the Holy Spirit carrying Philip away
(8:39). During the lesson, check off
each event as it occurs.

PICK A SCROLL
Create a basket full of little
“scrolls,” papers rolled and tied
with ribbon. Let each child pick a
scroll. Only one scroll has writing
on it, Acts 8:32–33. Whoever pulls
that scroll gets to read it. Since
the Ethiopian was a treasurer, for
fun you could put the scrolls in a
treasure box.

ROAD TO GAZA
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
crayons, glue stick, scissors.

BEAUTIFUL FEET?
Normally when we think of beauty,
we do not think of feet! Show
pictures of feet (human or animal),
and see if you can find anything
beautiful about them. Yet the Bible
talks about “beautiful feet.” In the
book of Romans we read: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the good news!” (10:15; cf.
Isa 52:7). What makes these feet so
beautiful? The message of salvation
that they carry to others! Today
we’re going to learn about someone
with beautiful feet: Philip. His feet
carried the gospel to an Ethiopian
searching for God.

BAPTISM
Show the children pictures or a
short video of people being baptized. Explain that baptism is only
for those who have trusted Jesus
for salvation. It is not necessary
for salvation. Baptism is a public
demonstration of one’s faith in
Christ. It is a symbol of beginning
the Christian life. Because of their
profession of faith in Christ, they
desire to identify themselves
with Him in His death, burial,
and resurrection. The reason that
Christian’s should be baptized is
that both Christ and the apostles
(Matt 28:19; Acts 2:38) commanded them to. Not to be baptized
after believing in Jesus Christ is a
question of obedience before both
God and Christ.

Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color it with
crayons. Glue the chariot to
the “Road to Gaza” craft page.
Glue the scroll with Ethiopian
Eunuch. Cut the two dotted line
at the bottom of the page to
insert the Ethiop and Philip.

Road to Gaza
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.

LESSON 31

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

FAST HELP
Have you ever read something
but were not able to understand
it? Did you go to someone else
to ask for help? Would it not be
nice if someone came to help
you before you even asked for
help? Well, that is exactly what
happens in today’s lesson.
MISSION: POSSIBLE
Have any of the children heard of
the series of spy thriller movies
called Mission: Impossible? These
movies feature a nearly impossible task which the protagonist
must choose to accept: “Your
mission, should you choose to
accept it…” While this mission is
supposedly “impossible,” the spy
is incredibly able to accomplish
it with a mix of ingenuity, resources, timing, and execution. In
contrast, each Christian has truly
been given an impossible task:
to bring other people to Jesus.
However, while this mission is
impossible in our own strength
(Matt 19:26), God has given us
the Holy Spirit. With the Spirit’s
power, what was otherwise
impossible becomes possible.
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

GOD THE SPIRIT
The book of Acts shows the critical
ministry of the Holy Spirit. However,
it is possible that some children do
not fully understand the nature of
the Spirit. He is God (Acts 5:3–4),
but He is also a person. He is not
an impersonal force or energy, like
the Force featured in the popular
Star Wars movies. Scripture demonstrates the personhood of the Holy
Spirit in the following ways: (1)
Personal pronouns (John 14:17;
16:13), (2) His personal care of
Christians (John 14:16, 26), (3) His
intellect (1 Cor 2:11), (4) His feelings (Rom 8:27), (5) His will (1 Cor
12:11), (6) His speaking (Acts 13:2),
(7) His convicting (John 16:8–11),
(8) His interceding (Rom 8:26), (9)
His guiding (John 16:13), (10) His
glorifying Christ (John 16:14), and
(11) His serving God (Acts 16:6–7).

THIS IS MY BIBLE
As a Christian, it is critical that
we know the Bible, especially
the message of salvation it
contains. We never know when
God will give us an opportunity
to share the good news of
the gospel. To illustrate the
importance of knowing your
Bible, read the Rifleman’s creed
to the children. All Marines
are required to memorize this
creed. This creed rehearses
the importance of the marine’s
rifle, a piece of equipment
that is at the very center of
everything a marine does. If the
rifle is essential to a marine,
how much more the Bible to a
Christian!

SNATCHED AWAY
After baptizing the Ethiopian, Philip
was carried away by the Holy Spirit
(Acts 8:39). Philip was not the first
in Scripture to be carried off in this
way. Elijah (2 Kgs 2:11, 16) and
Ezekiel (Ezek 3:12, 14; 8:3) were
also miraculously carried away.

LESSON 32
Saul is converted
ACTS 9:1–31

LESSON 32

Jesus spreads His name through
the people He chooses.
“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings
and the children of Israel. For I will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name” (Acts 9:15–16).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Jesus is at work to spread His
name.
2. Jesus chooses unlikely witnesses.
3. Jesus turns His enemies into
friends.
4. People who proclaim Jesus are
persecuted for Jesus.
5. Jesus uses humble Christians.

1. State who spoke to Saul and Ananias.
2. Describe what Ananias and the disciples
thought about Saul.
3. Explain how Jesus called, convicted, and
converted Saul.
4. Describe how the Jews reacted to Saul’s
preaching.
5. Consider how Ananias and Barnabas were
later overshadowed by Saul.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Saul is converted • Acts 9:1–31

Lesson Summary
Persecution against the church was getting worse. But when Saul set out for Damascus
to arrest and kill Christians there, Jesus stopped him by appearing to him on the way.
When Saul saw Jesus, he realized his sin and sought Jesus. Jesus then sent Ananias to
welcome Saul as a believer and to equip Saul to be a special instrument to spread His
name. By appearing to Saul, Jesus brought peace to the church, providing its members
time to grow and mature.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Every person is born an enemy of God. Yet God’s grace still extends to us just as it did
to Saul. For this reason, we should examine our lives to see if they please God. If our
lives prove that we are an enemy of the Lord, we should respond as Saul did and submit
to Jesus and repent of our sin. When we do, God promises to make us—who were once
His enemies—His children.

WEEK
THIS

T WEEK
LAS

Philip shares the gospel
with the Ethiopian
Acts 8:26-40

Saul is converted
Acts 9:1–31

T WEEK
NEX

The Gentiles receive
the gospel
Acts 10:1–11:18

THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA AND SAMARIA

LESSON 32

Lesson Commentary

Jesus spreads His name through the people He chooses.
After Stephen’s death, the young church was battered
by persecution (Acts 8:1). It is true that the Holy Spirit
used this to achieve greater success in spreading the
gospel (8:4). But as the church kept suffering for Christ,
could it survive? Could believers complete the mission
Jesus had given them (1:8)? Or was the mission
doomed? As we will see, the mission will succeed
because Jesus is the one leading the mission.

Jesus defeated the persecutor of His
gospel (9:1–9)
The greatest persecutor of the early church was
Saul. He was a Roman citizen (22:28) and a Pharisee
trained by one of the most famous rabbis (22:3; 23:6).
His qualifications were flawless (Phil 3:4), and his zeal
to rip the church apart was furious (3:6; Acts 8:3). He
had agreed with putting Stephen to death (8:1), and
he was convinced that he was doing the right thing
(26:9). He was obsessed with persecution (9:1–2).
It was his way of life. It consumed him. He did not
want Christians in prison. He wanted them dead
(26:10–11). And not just in Jerusalem, but everywhere (9:2; 26:11). His life was all about destroying
the Way, all those who claimed that Jesus was the way
to God (John 14:6; Acts 9:2; 18:26). Therefore he set
off for Damascus, a large city in Syria, north of Judea,
where Christianity had begun to spread among the
large Jewish community.
Saul had authority from the high priest, but he was
about to meet someone with even more authority.
Even though it was noon (Acts 22:6), Saul saw a
supernatural light brighter than the sun (9:3), and he
also heard a clear voice (9:4). Those with him saw the
light and heard a sound too (9:7; 22:9), but only Saul
actually saw Jesus and understood His words (1 Cor
15:8). Saul immediately knew that this person was
the Lord (Acts 9:5). But who exactly was this Lord?
The answer shook Saul’s world. What he thought was
great service to the Lord was actually great sin against
Jesus. By persecuting believers, Saul was persecuting
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Jesus, because believers are so closely united to Him
that they are like His own body (Col 1:24). Saul was
horrified at what he had done, and from then on he
considered himself the greatest of sinners (1 Tim
1:15).
Saul’s experience was unique, but it shows two
principles of salvation. First, Jesus calls the sinner.
He causes the sinner to see who Jesus really is (John
6:37, 44; 2 Cor 4:6), and as a result, He causes the
sinner to desire to live under His authority (Acts 9:6,
8; 22:10–11). In other words, this call turns a person
into someone who sincerely seeks God (Isa 55:6).
This is what happened to Saul, who spent the next
three days seeking Jesus in prayer (Acts 9:9, 11).
Second, Jesus convicts the sinner by showing him
how desperately sinful he is (Luke 18:13). He replaces
pride with humility so that the sinner is ready to
respond in faith (Matt 11:25; 18:3). As a result, Saul,
instead of entering Damascus as a proud conqueror
of Christians, was led in as a humble captive of
Christ (Acts 9:8). By calling and convicting Saul, Jesus
defeated the church’s fiercest persecutor.

Jesus made him a witness to His gospel
(9:10–19)
But Jesus had much more planned than just ending
Saul’s hostility. In answer to Saul’s prayers, Jesus
told Ananias to go to him (9:10–12). Ananias was a
leader among the Damascus Christians, and even
unbelieving Jews respected him as a devout man
(22:12). When he heard Jesus’ voice, he said, “Here
I am,” showing that he was ready to obey. But when
he heard Jesus’ instructions, he was confused. Was
Saul not the enemy (9:13–14)? Jesus answered that
He had chosen Saul to be His instrument (9:15).
This shows that Jesus is the one in charge. He is the
one leading the mission to proclaim His name to the
whole world. And now He had chosen to use Saul to
accomplish a big part of that mission—to Jews (Rom
1:16), to Gentiles (11:13), and to kings (Acts 26). And
if that was not enough to convince Ananias, Jesus
added that instead of causing more suffering, Saul
would himself suffer greatly for Jesus (9:16; 2 Cor
11:24–29).

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Saul is converted • Acts 9:1–31

Through Ananias, Saul’s
THINK ABOUT IT
conversion was complete.
The church’s
The process of turning
greatest enemy
from self and turning toward
would become its
Jesus had already begun,
greatest emissary.
but now we see from Saul’s
faith that it is complete.
Saul’s new sight and baptism show his faith. Through
Ananias, Saul’s blindness was healed, and his renewed
physical sight reflects his new spiritual sight, the sight
of faith that perceives things that are not visible (Acts
9:17–18; Heb 11:1, 13, 27; 2 Cor 4:4–6). Saul’s faith is
also seen in his baptism. Outwardly, baptism is immersion in water. But it is also a symbol of inward unity with
Jesus. It is identifying with Jesus in His death, burial, and
resurrection and committing to live as one who belongs
to Him (Rom 6:1–4). It is also a sign of trusting God to
wash away sin as water washes away dirt (1 Pet 3:21).
As Paul responded to the gospel by faith, his conversion
was complete.

Jesus proclaimed and protected His
gospel (9:20–31)

Along with the human response in conversion comes
the divine act of regeneration. This is new birth by the
Spirit (John 3:3), when the Spirit radically changes a
person from the inside out (2 Cor 5:17). We see that this
happened to Saul because the Spirit also filled him (Acts
9:17). Not only did Saul need the Spirit to be saved, but
he also needed the Spirit in order to be a key witness to
Jesus (1:8). Saul knew this: he was just a clay jar, and it
was only God’s power within that made the difference
(2 Cor 4:7). Like all Christians, Saul needed to be transformed in order to display Christ (2 Cor 3:18). And Saul
really did change! He changed from a proud and bitter
persecutor to a humble and joyful sufferer (Phil 3:4–11),
and from an arrogant legalist to a grateful believer (1
Tim 1:13–17). Before, he had appointed himself to be
chief persecutor. Now, he knew he was an apostle not
because of anything in him, but simply by God’s gracious
choice (Gal 1:1). Saul’s salvation was complete: Jesus
had made him a totally new man.

This pattern would continue in Jerusalem, but first, Saul
had to overcome opposition from within the church.
The Christians there were suspicious: was Saul tricking
everyone in order to hurt them more? Fortunately,
Barnabas the encourager made peace, and Saul met
Peter and James (Acts 9:26–27; Gal 1:18–19). After that
Saul continued proclaiming that Jesus is Lord, until he
again needed to flee (Acts 9:28–30). This time, he went
back to his hometown, Tarsus, until Barnabas came to
give him a new mission (11:25).

Jesus’ plan for Saul began right away. Immediately Saul
proclaimed the opposite of what he used to believe.
He said Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 9:20), which
means He is the Messiah who has all the authority of
the Father (Mark 14:61). The Jews were astounded
by how completely he had changed (Acts 9:21). After
that, Saul spent about three years in the area just south
of Damascus called Nabatean Arabia (Gal 1:17–18).
The Nabatean king, Aretas, must not have liked
Saul’s preaching there, so even after Saul returned to
Damascus, Aretas worked
with the Jews to try to
capture him (Acts 9:23; 2
THINK ABOUT IT
The persecutor
Cor 11:32). Saul escaped, but
became the
just as Jesus had said, he was
persecuted.
already preaching and being
persecuted for Jesus (Acts
9:24–25).

While God had used persecution to spread the gospel,
He now gave the church peace. He knows the church
needs times of peace in order to grow in spiritual
maturity (9:31; 1 Tim 2:2). By bringing peace, Jesus encouraged the church. They could continue their mission,
and we can continue the same mission today, because
Jesus is always with us to make sure the mission is
accomplished (Matt 28:19–20).

LESSON 32

Lesson Outline

Jesus spreads His name through the people He chooses.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Jesus protected Christians from Saul (9:1–9, 31).
2. Jesus made Saul a Christian (9:3–19).
3. Jesus used Saul to make more Christians (9:20–30).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Jesus defeated the persecutor of His
gospel (9:1–9).
• Saul was the fiercest persecutor
(9:1–2).
• Jesus stopped Saul by calling and
convicting him (9:3–9).

2. Jesus made him a witness to His
gospel (9:10–19).
• Jesus chose Saul as His special
instrument for the gospel (9:10–16).
• Saul believed and was transformed
by the Spirit (9:17–19).
3. Jesus proclaimed and protected His
gospel (9:20–31).
• Saul witnessed and suffered in
Damascus (9:20–25).
• Saul witnessed and suffered in
Jerusalem (9:26–30).
• Saul’s conversion brought peace to
the church (9:31).
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TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Saul is converted • Acts 9:1–31

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who was trying to kill Christians?
Saul.
2.	Who appeared to Saul near Damascus?
Jesus.
3.	What did Saul call Jesus?
Lord.
4.	What did Jesus call Saul?
“My chosen instrument”—Jesus was going to use Saul to tell others about Jesus.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1. Why was Saul going to Damascus?
To arrest and kill Christians.
2. How did Jesus call Saul to faith?
Jesus caused Saul to realize just who He is—Lord, Son of God, and Messiah.
3. How did Jesus convict Saul of his sin?
Jesus allowed Saul to see that what Saul thought was a good thing (persecuting
Christians) was actually a very terrible thing (attacking God).
4. How did Jesus convert Saul?
Jesus led him to have faith and caused him to be spiritually reborn by the Holy
Spirit.
5. Why did Jesus say Saul was persecuting Him?
Believers are the body of Christ, so persecuting believers is persecuting Jesus.
6. Who did Jesus use to equip Saul to be His chosen instrument?
Ananias came and prayed so that Saul was filled with the Spirit and regained his
sight. Ananias also baptized Saul.
7. How did Barnabas know Saul’s faith was real?
By how boldly Saul proclaimed Jesus and suffered for Him.
8. How did Jesus protect His church?
By ending Saul’s persecution, Jesus allowed the church to have a time of peace.

LESSON 32

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

CANNOT SEE
In today’s lesson, Israel demands
a king from Samuel. Although
asking for a king was not wrong
in itself, God warned Israel
about the dangers of having a
king. Like many other things, a
king could bring both good and
harm. Bring a number of objects
to class and ask the children
whether they are good or bad
(knife, medicine,food, stick,
money, matches, handcuffs,
etc.). These things can be either
helpful or harmful, depending
on who uses them and how they
are used. God warned Israel
that their kings would ultimately
bring them harm rather than
good.
ROAD THROUGH CLASS
Since today’s story takes place
on a road, use tape to make a
road that runs through the middle of the class. Have children
sit on both sides of the road
during the lesson. You might also
use this road to set the scene if
acting out the lesson.
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ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

CHOSEN VESSEL
A vessel is some type of pot or
container. Certain vessels were
chosen for special jobs, like
carrying water. God calls Paul
a chosen vessel because He
selected Paul to do a specific job.
God is comparing a person to a
pot to show that He chose Paul
specifically, and that He picked
Him for a specific reason. Bring
in an assortment of cups, and ask
the children which one they would
choose if they needed a cup to
drink from that day.

SAUL’S EYE-GLASSES
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, cardstock,
crayons, tape, scissor, straws.

BASKETS
The basket Paul was let down in
was a large woven hamper often
used for hay, straw, or bales of
wool (Acts 9:25). Bring in a basket
large enough for the children to
sit in, and use it during the lesson
to illustrate Paul’s escape from
Damascus. You might also tie a
rope to the basket and hang it
over a table or study chair to raise
and lower it (not with the children
in it). Let children put something
in the basket, like stuffed animals
or dolls, and pull these up and
unload them.

Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color the
sunglasses. Tape the straw to the
bow of the sunglasses and tape
it to the lens of the sunglasses.
Tape the black lens to the
glasses.

Saul’s Eye-Classes
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Saul is converted • Acts 9:1–31

AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

REPETITION
It has been said that repetition is the
key to learning. Have the children ever
been told something multiple times?
Did it help them understand it better?
In today’s lesson, we are going to learn
about Saul’s conversion from an enemy of God to a lover of God. However,
today’s lesson is not the only place in
the Bible that contains a description
of Saul’s conversion. It is described
two more times in the book of Acts
(22:1–21; 26:9–20)! His conversion
has much to teach us about the nature
of salvation and God’s grace toward
sinners.

CHOSEN TOOL
Bring a tool to class. Ask the
children if they know what it is
and what it is used for. Ask who
gets to decide how it’s used.
Who is in charge: the tool, or the
person using the tool? Explain
that this is the way Jesus spoke
about Saul: Saul would be His
chosen instrument (Acts 9:15).
Jesus is in charge of the church’s
mission to evangelize, and He
was going to use Saul to accomplish a big part of that mission.

U-TURN
Bring a U-turn sign to class.
Repentance involves a complete
U-turn: it is a complete change of direction, from serving self and seeking
sin to serving Christ and submitting
to Scripture. While this change is
evident in the life of every Christian,
it is more easily seen in the lives of
some Christians. The life of the man
in today’s lesson provides one of the
most dramatic examples of a U-turn
ever recorded: the apostle Paul. The
man who stood by while Stephen
was murdered for his faith became
a minister of the gospel. The great
persecutor of the church became the
persecuted.

APPLY

SAUL’S CONVERSION
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, Yellow
cardstock, crayons, glue stick.
scissors.
Directions: Color the images with
crayons. Tape the “U-turn” sign
on a yellow cardstock. Cut the
images and tape them on the
cardstock following the order of
the events in Saul’s conversion.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
In today’s lesson, Ananias lays
his hands on Paul (Acts 9:17).
This action showed his affirmation of and support for Paul’s
conversion. A modern-day example would be putting your arms
around someone’s shoulders.
Saul’s Conversion
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

LESSON 32

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

FROM ENEMY TO FRIEND
Do any of the children know who
wrote the lyrics to the beloved
hymn, “Amazing Grace”? They
were written by John Newton, the
unlikeliest of authors. John Newton
lived a life of rebellion and open
sin. As a young man, he worked
on a slave ship, capturing slaves
to sell to the plantations of the
New World. Eventually, he became
the captain of his own slave ship.
However, God miraculously saved
him through a frightening storm
at sea and a Christian devotional
work he was reading, “Imitation of
Christ” by Thomas á Kempis. As a
result, he left the slave trade and
became a leader in the church in
England. As amazing as his conversion is, today we are going to see
an even more stunning example
of God making one of His enemies
His friend.
A CHOSEN INSTRUMENT
Show the children different pictures (or recordings) of instruments
you normally hear in an orchestra.
See if they are able to correctly
identify them. Point out that even
the obscurest instruments have a
part to play. In today’s lesson, we
are going to learn about the part
Saul—God’s chosen instrument—
had to play in spreading the gospel.
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ILLUSTRATE

EXERCISE AND REST
Bring a dumbbell to class. Explain
that lifting weights is good, but so
also is rest. In order for the muscle to grow properly, it must be
given rest after being exercised to
that it can grow and repair. This is
why weightlifters often exercise
one group of muscles on one day,
and another group of muscles the
next day. This allows for periods
of rest. And just as exercise and
rest are both necessary for a
healthy body, so times of persecution and peace both contribute
to a healthy church. God had
allowed the church to experience
persecution (Acts 8:1), but now
He granted the church rest and
peace in order that it might grow
in spiritual maturity (9:31).
TEAMMATES
Have you ever noticed what happens when one player from one
team mistreats or harms another
player from the opposing team?
The rest of the team normally
gets involved! The teammates
of the mistreated player rush
to his aid. Because of the bond
shared by teammates, attacking
one of them is like attacking all
of them. This is somewhat like
what happens in today’s lesson
when Jesus tells Saul that he is
persecuting Him (Acts 9:4).

APPLY

YOUR DAMASCUS ROAD
Share your testimony with the
children. Be sure to mention
the people and events that God
used to convince you of your
sin and your need of salvation
from sin through Jesus Christ.
It is likely that your testimony
differs greatly from Saul’s, and
this will provide an opportunity to talk about how every
salvation testimony—usual or
unusual—shares many of the
same elements: conviction over
sin, humility before God, repentance of sins, trust in Jesus, and
a newfound excitement and joy
in obeying God. If appropriate,
you might ask one of the
children in your class to share
his or her testimony (be sure
to ask them well in advance so
that they have time to prepare).
Finally, challenge the children
to think about their salvation
testimony. Do they have one?
How is it different from Saul’s?
How is it similar?

LESSON 33
The Gentiles receive the gospel
ACTS 10:1–11:18

LESSON 33

God saves people who seek Him
from every nation.
“They gloriﬁed God, saying, ‘Then to the
Gentiles also God has granted repentance
that leads to life’” (Acts 11:18).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God saves anyone who believes
in Jesus.
2. God does not show favoritism.
3. God saves people who seek Him.
4. God guides the process of
salvation.
5. God saves through obedient
servants.

1. List several truths about Jesus that Peter
preached to the Gentiles.
2. Explain what Peter’s vision meant.
3. Describe what Cornelius and his family were like.
4. Describe how angels, visions, and the Spirit
prepared Peter and Cornelius.
5. Explain why it was so unusual for Peter to go
into a Gentile’s home.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
The Gentiles receive the gospel • Acts 10:1–11:18

Lesson Summary
God sent Peter to Gentiles in Caesarea, a huge step in the spread of the gospel. He told
Cornelius, a Gentile, to send for Peter, and He prepared Peter in advance to accept all
people as clean in God’s eyes. Then, after Peter explained the gospel, the Holy Spirit
came on those listening so that no one could miss the point: salvation had come to
Gentiles. Upon seeing this, Peter and his companions baptized the Gentiles, affirming
their salvation through Jesus.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Peter preached that the gospel is good news. The good news is that we can have peace
through Jesus. We can have this peace because Jesus died to forgive the sins that
separate us from God. But this peace comes only through Jesus, because He is Lord of
all. To be forgiven and have peace, you must believe in Jesus. If you do, He will save you,
no matter where you live or what people you belong to.

T WEEK
LAS

Saul is converted
Acts 9:1–31

WEEK
THIS

The Gentiles receive
the gospel
Acts 10:1–11:18

T WEEK
NEX

God frees Peter from
prison
Acts 12:1–24

THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA AND SAMARIA

LESSON 33

Lesson Commentary

he didn’t know Peter or why exactly he needed him,
he trusted God and sent for Peter just as instructed
(10:5–8). Thus, God prepared the Gentiles to receive
the gospel.

Way back in the beginning, God created a perfect
world for people to live in, but humans rebelled. By
becoming enemies of God, they brought all kinds
of brokenness and pain into this world. In response,
God chose to bless one man, Abraham, along with
his family (Gen 12:1–2). But if everyone in the world
is trapped by sin, how does it help to bless only
the Jews—Abraham’s descendants through the line of
Jacob? Through them God planned to bless all nations
(12:3b). From the Jews came Jesus, who died for the
sins of the world (1 John 2:2). And now in Acts 10, the
2,000-year-old promise began to come true, for God
brought salvation to Gentiles.

Meanwhile, Jesus and the Holy Spirit prepared Peter
to respond to Cornelius’ invitation. This was important, because Jews thought Gentiles were unclean.
They even considered it wrong to enter a Gentile’s
home (10:28). For this reason, Jesus gave Peter a
vision of clean and unclean animals and told Peter to
eat them (10:9–16). This vision came three times to
confirm without a doubt that Jesus had ended the old
food laws (Mark 7:18–19; 1 Tim 4:4). But what did
this have to do with Gentiles? The old laws regarding
food were not primarily about food to begin with.
They were designed to keep Israel separate from
the people around them, to guard Israel from their
idolatry and keep them holy (Lev 20:25–26). To avoid
being contaminated by unclean food, Jews refused to
enter Gentile homes (Acts 11:3).

God saves people who seek Him from every
nation.

God prepared to save Gentiles (10:1–33)
God prepared the way for this massive step in His
salvation plan. He had already prepared the heart of
Cornelius. Cornelius was centurion in the Roman army
(Acts 10:1). He was probably not Roman himself, since
the troops stationed in Judea were mostly recruited
from the provinces. But he was still a Gentile. Also,
since he was a centurion in charge of about 100
soldiers, he was a strong, courageous, and responsible
man. More importantly, he was a worshiper of the
true God. Although he was not a proselyte, a full
convert to Judaism, he prayed to the God of Israel and
showed practical love to the people of Israel (10:2;
Gen 12:3a). Like Cornelius,
his whole family also worTHINK ABOUT IT
shiped God. That included
Jesus reveals God
not just immediate family
to people who
humbly seek Him
members, but also slaves and
(Matt 11:25).
others who lived or worked
as part of the household.
God responds to those who seek Him (Isa 55:6–7; Jer
29:13), so He sent an angel in response to Cornelius’
prayers and kindness (Acts 10:3–4). Cornelius was
terrified at the sight of this fiery heavenly warrior,
but he also believed the angel’s message. Although
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But now, by His death Jesus created a new community cleansed by His blood and kept holy by the Spirit
on the inside rather than by laws on the outside (Gal
5:18; Col 2:20–23). Peter did not quite understand
this just from the vision, so the Holy Spirit spoke directly to Peter to help him make the connection (Acts
10:17–20). Now Peter understood: the same new
covenant that made all food clean also made all people clean (10:28). Peter
went to Cornelius, and
THINK ABOUT IT
the preparation was
God reveals His
complete. God had
gospel through
brought His obedient
obedient human
Jewish witness to an
messengers (Rom
10:14).
eager Gentile audience
(10:24, 33).

The gospel offers salvation to all people
(10:34–43)
Peter preached with a new sense of awe, but he
preached the same gospel. He was in awe because
now he saw that God’s offer of salvation truly is for
all people (10:34–35). The gospel is not limited to any
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race or culture. It cannot be held back, even from those
Christians think are unclean or unworthy. At the same
time, the gospel cannot be changed to fit a new group
of people. When Peter said that God accepts anyone
who fears Him and does what is right (10:35), he did not
mean that being a good person makes one pleasing to
God. Rather, he meant that God will reveal the gospel
to all who seek Him. That is why God brought Peter to
these Gentiles: they were sincere, but they still needed
the salvation that comes only through Jesus (4:12).
What gospel did Peter preach? He preached the good
news of peace through Jesus Christ (10:36). This is good
news because all our problems come from not having
peace with God. Our sin is war between us and God
(Jas 4:4). It separates us from God (Isa 59:2). And when
we do not live in harmony with God, we also are unable
to live in harmony with ourselves, with others, and
with the rest of creation. News of peace really is good
news, and that is what Jesus came to do. Jesus died to
bear God’s wrath against sin (2 Cor 5:19), so He turns
enemies of God into friends (Rom 5:10) and brings
peace to all of creation (Col 1:20).
Jesus is able to bring such total peace because He is
Lord of all. While on earth, Jesus proved He is Lord of all
(Acts 10:38–39a; 1 John 3:8). The Father, the Spirit, and
His own righteous actions confirmed that He is Lord,
even over Satan. Second, His death and resurrection
prove that He is Lord (Acts 10:39b–42). He is the Lord
of life (3:15) and also the judge of the living and the
dead (John 5:21–29). To some, judgment does not seem
like “good news,” but it is only bad news to those who
reject Jesus. To those who love Jesus, it is just one more
reason to trust Him with their lives. So the gospel is the
good news that Jesus is Lord of all.
Finally, as the prophets predicted (Isa 53:11), the gospel
is the good news of forgiveness by faith in Jesus (Acts
10:43). Forgiveness is good news, because we can never
have peace so long as God holds our sins against us.

But by His death, Jesus offers to wipe our sins away
(3:19) and cancel the debt we owe God (Col 2:14).
Because Jesus paid the price, forgiveness is a gift that
we cannot earn. Since it is a gift, it only comes by faith
(Rom 4:16). Jesus’ death counts for us the moment we
believe (10:9). Finally, just as the prophets predicted,
this forgiveness is offered to everyone (Isa 55:1–7). This
is the gospel that Peter was now offering to Gentiles.

God saved Gentiles (10:44–48; 11:15–18)
Peter had not even finished when the Holy Spirit came
on everyone who was listening (Acts 10:44). To make
sure that Peter and the other Jews did not miss it, the
Spirit caused the Gentiles to speak in other languages
(10:46). Peter realized that this sign, which did not
normally happen, was meant to connect to what happened at Pentecost (11:15–16). The Spirit came in such
a visible way to prove even to skeptical Jews that the
Gentiles really did have faith, repentance, and eternal
life (11:17–18). Having the Holy Spirit is an essential
part of what it means to be a Christian (Rom 8:9; 1
Cor 12:13). Since the Holy Spirit came on everyone in
Cornelius’ household, they were all true believers, and
they all had been forgiven.
Because Peter realized that they had all believed, he
immediately had the six Jewish Christians who were
with him baptize everyone in Cornelius’ household (Acts
10:48; cf. 11:12). He did this because baptism is the sign
of faith. Through baptism, a believer identifies himself
as someone who belongs to Jesus and puts his trust
in God for forgiveness of sin (Rom 6:3–4; 1 Pet 3:21).
After that, Peter stayed a few days. This would have
been unthinkable for him before, but now he saw that
God cleansed both Jew and Gentile without distinction
(Acts 15:9). He understood that since Jesus is our peace,
there is no more wall separating Jew and Gentile (Eph
4:12).

LESSON 33

Lesson Outline

God saves people who seek Him from every nation.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Gentiles were seeking God (10:1–2).
God sent Peter to Gentiles (10:3–33).
Peter told Gentiles about Jesus (10:34–43).
Gentiles believed and were saved (10:44–48; 11:15–18).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God prepared to save Gentiles
(10:1–33).
• Cornelius and his whole family
worshiped God (10:1–2).
• An angel told him to call for Peter
(10:3–8).
• Jesus taught Peter to accept what
God made clean (10:9–16).
• The Spirit led Peter to eager
Gentiles (10:17–33).

2. The gospel offers salvation to all people
(10:34–43).
• The good news is for all people (10:34–
35).
• The good news is peace through Jesus
(10:36a).
• The good news is that Jesus is Lord of all
(10:36b–42).
• The good news is that Jesus forgives
those who believe (10:43).
3. God saved Gentiles (10:44–48; 11:15–18).
• The Holy Spirit proved the Gentiles were
saved by faith (10:44–46; 11:15–18).
• Baptism confirmed the Gentiles were
saved by faith (10:47–48).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who was the centurion who prayed to God?
Cornelius.
2.	Who did God send to answer his prayer?
Peter.
3.	What did Peter say is the only way to be forgiven?
By believing in Jesus.
4.	How do you know that Cornelius and his family believed?
The Holy Spirit came on all of them and Peter and his companions baptized them.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did God notice Cornelius and his family?
Cornelius and his whole family were seeking God.
2.	What did Jesus show Peter to prepare him to go to Gentiles?
A sheet full of clean and unclean animals.
3.	What did Jesus say about the vision?
What God has made clean, do not call common.
4.	What did the Spirit say this meant?
Go to the Gentiles. God offers salvation to them too.
5.	How did Peter define the gospel?
It is the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all.
6.	What are some things Jesus is Lord over?
Satan, life and death, judgment.
7.	Why did the Spirit cause the Gentiles to speak in other languages?
To make it very clear to all the Jews that God had accepted Gentiles.
8.	Why did Peter have them all baptized?
Baptism is a mark of faith, and because they all received the Spirit, Peter knew they all
believed.

LESSON 33

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

FAVORITES
Ask the children to name their
favorite things (activities, food, pets,
etc.). Explain that we have favorites,
but God does not have favorites
when it comes to people. He loves
people all around the world and
wants them all to be saved.
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CLEAN AND UNCLEAN, PART 1
Bring in clean and unclean stuffed
animals. Have the children separate
the animals into groups of clean and
unclean animals. Keep these groups
separate as you begin the lesson.
In the Old Testament, God said the
Jews could eat certain animals but
not others. The animals that the
Jews could eat and use to sacrifice
to God were called clean, and the
others were unclean. There was
nothing wrong with the unclean
animals, but God wanted His people
to obey Him. Clean animals were
those that parted the hoof and were
cloven-footed and chewed the cud,
animals in the water that have fins
and scales, and locusts, crickets,
and grasshoppers. Unclean animals
include: camel, rock badger, hare,
pig, eagle, vulture, falcon, raven,
ostrich, sea gull, hawk, owl, stork,
heron, bat, rat, mouse, lizard, gecko,
chameleon, and snake (Lev 11).

ILLUSTRATE

ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE
WORLD
Have the children ever got a
special gift from their parents?
Was it hard to share this gift
when their siblings or friends
asked to play with it? This is how
the Jews felt about salvation.
God gave them the gift of salvation first, but through them He
also gave salvation to the rest of
the world (Rom 1:16). However,
many Jews did not want to share
this gift with Gentiles.
CLEAN AND UNCLEAN, PART 2
When teaching about the great
sheet full of clean and unclean
animals that descended from
heaven (Acts 10:11–16), place
all the animals, both clean and
unclean, together on a sheet.
Ask the children for help mixing
them up to show that they are
no longer separated. Explain that
Peter could now eat any of the
animals—all the animals were
clean. This happened to show
Peter that he was no longer
to consider any other people
unclean.

APPLY

GOD PREPARES THE WAY
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets,
cardstock, crayons, glue stick,
scissors.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color the
images. Fold the main page, and
in the middle glue the image of
Cornelius’ conversion.

God Prepares the Way
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

DO NOT BECOME UNCLEAN
Create cards with the words
“Clean” and “Unclean.” Pass the
cards out to the children and
ask them to divide up into two
separate groups without touching each other as fast as they
can. Any of the “clean” children
who touch an “unclean” child
become unclean. The group that
can assemble the fastest wins. In
today’s lesson, we are going to
learn about the gospel spreading
to those the Jews considered
unclean—Gentiles.

AWESOME GOSPEL
Have you ever been on a hike in
the woods or mountains? You are
enjoying the outdoors around
you. The trees are majestic, the
birds are singing, the flowers are
colorful, the air is fresh. It is all
so pleasant. But then you come
around a bend and the view takes
your breath away. As the hillside
drops away before you, you gaze
in awe at the landscape for miles
around. The feeling this view gives
you might give an idea of what
Peter felt as he began to preach
to the Gentiles: the gospel was
already amazing to him, but now it
takes his breath away even more—
this amazing gift of salvation is
available to all people! (Acts 10:34).

MISSIONS
Come to class wearing a foreign
country’s native dress. You might
also bring in some objects representative of that country. Ask
the children if the gospel is for
this country. Do you know of any
missionaries currently ministering
in this country? In today’s lesson,
we’re going to see how God
prepared both Gentile and Jew
for the spread of the gospel.

GENTILE
A Gentile is any person who is not
a Jew. They were part of a different
family and they believed differently
than Jewish people. Refer to different races of people in your country
or near your country’s borders. Talk
about the different holidays celebrated by these groups of people.
Note the differences in language,
food, music, and clothing.

APPLY

“MADE CLEAN” SHEET
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, cardstock,
crayons, scissors, yarn, glue stick,
hole punch.
Directions: Photocopy the craft
page on cardstock. Color every
image with crayons, and cut
them. hole punch where are the
holes. Glue the verses on the
folded sheet. Use the yarn to
close the folded sheet. Put the
animal inside.

“Made Clean” Sheet
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

NEW INSTRUCTIONS
Have you ever followed some
sort of map or instruction book
or directions on your phone,
only to have it not make sense?
Although the instructions may
seem a little odd or different at
first, they generally prove right
and usually get you where you
need to go. The Jews in today’s
lesson experience a similar event.
For years God’s plan of salvation
had only involved Jews (and those
who became Jews). But in Acts
10–11 the Jews see God’s plan of
salvation in a way that they would
have never expected: the gospel
was for Gentiles too!

PROOF OF FAITH
Bring in two clear containers,
one filled with water, one with
bleach (don’t spill it!). Also bring
food coloring. How can we find
out which one has water and
which one has bleach? When we
put a drop of food coloring in
the water, it will turn it a color.
But when we put it in bleach, it
will stay clear. Put food coloring
in each: which one is water? Just
like the coloring proved which
one is water, so the ability to
speak in other languages proved
the Gentiles truly had salvation
and the Spirit.

PATRIOTISM
It is fun to celebrate the
uniqueness and achievements
of our native country. This
is especially seen every four
years as all the countries of
the world gather to compete in
the Olympic games. Our hearts
swell with pride each time a
representative from our nation
wins an Olympic medal. But
sadly, this kind of nationalism
can go too far. Every country
has its strengths and weaknesses, but no one group of people
is more valuable in God’s eyes
than another. Yet it is possible
that this kind of thinking may
creep into our minds. Do you
think less of those from other
countries? What about those
who do not go to church? What
about those that go to church,
but not yours? What about
those who come from low
income families? Or what about
those who attend a different
school? While there are many
different people in the world,
there is only one problem: sin.
Thankfully, God has provided
one solution for all people: the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Let’s
share it with every person!

PLAYING FAVORITES
Can the children remember the
name of Jacob’s favorite son?
Joseph. How did Joseph’s father
show that he loved Joseph more
than his brothers? He made him
a robe of many colors (Gen 37:3).
What was the result of Jacob’s
favoritism? Joseph’s brothers hated
him (Gen 37:4). In today’s lesson,
we’re going to learn about a group
of people who thought they were
God’s favorite: the Jews. However,
as we will see today, God did not
give His gift of salvation to the
Jews only. He is not like Jacob.
Through the Jews, God would
offer salvation to the entire world.

GRAFTED IN
Graft two twigs together, or
show a picture or brief video
that describes the process.
Grafting is used to combine two
different plants so that they
continue to grow together. Paul
uses this process to describe the
inclusion of Gentiles into the
family of God (Rom 11:13–24).

LESSON 34
God frees Peter from prison
ACTS 12:1–24

LESSON 34

God defeats those who ﬁght
against Him.
“When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now I am
sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me
from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish
people were expecting’” (Acts 12:11).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Christians will be persecuted.
2. God punishes those who hurt His
people.
3. God can but does not always rescue
Christians from persecution.
4. God wins the victory over all
opposition.
5. God answers prayer to rescue His
people.

1. Explain why Herod kept persecuting the
church.
2. List two reasons why the angel killed Herod.
3. Contrast what happened to James and
Peter.
4. Contrast the success of the gospel with
Herod’s failure.
5. Evaluate the effect of the believers’ prayers.
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Lesson Summary
After Peter’s visit to Cornelius, King Herod Agrippa realized the Jews wanted him to
attack the apostles. As a result, he executed James, then he imprisoned Peter in order to
kill him too. The Christians could do nothing—except pray. But prayer is not a small thing!
God answered by setting Peter free. Then God dealt with Herod’s pride and persecution
by striking him dead. In the end, Herod was totally defeated, but God’s word spread with
even greater success.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The gospel is not a promise that life will be easy. In fact, Jesus promised the opposite.
But it is a promise of victory. Those who put their trust in Jesus may not be rescued
from suffering and death in this world, but they can be confident that they will be on the
winning side in the end. They can endure persecution because their God will win and His
kingdom will come. But those who arrogantly exalt themselves will be defeated.

T WEEK
LAS

The Gentiles receive the
gospel
Acts 10:1–11:18

WEEK
THIS

God frees Peter from
prison
Acts 12:1–24

THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO JUDEA AND SAMARIA

T WEEK
NEX

The Gentiles are saved
by faith alone
Acts 15:1–35
THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE
REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH

LESSON 34

Lesson Commentary

God defeats those who fight against Him.
When Peter went to Cornelius’ house, it was a major
step in the spread of the gospel (Acts 10). But it also
made a lot of enemies. If even believing Jews had a
hard time accepting it (11:1–3), just imagine what
unbelieving Jews thought. While there had been
persecution before, it was different this time. Before,
it was mostly by Hellenistic Jews against Hellenistic
Jewish believers (6:8–13), leaving the apostles
untouched (8:1). But now persecution comes from
the ruler of Judea directly against the leaders of the
church. Would Herod succeed in crushing the church
by killing its leaders? It turns out God had other
plans.

Herod attacked the church (12:1–4)
This particular Herod was Herod Agrippa I. He was
the grandson of Herod the Great who tried to kill
Jesus (Matt 2) and father of Herod Agrippa II who
would later hear Paul’s defense (Acts 25–26). He grew
up in Rome, the close friend of the future emperors
Gaius Caligula and Claudius. These connections paid
off. Gaius made Herod king over the northern part of
Israel in 37 AD, then in 41 AD Claudius added Judea
to Herod’s rule. Herod had a good understanding of
the Jews and was skilled in winning their approval
(26:3). Against such a well-connected and cunning
enemy, the church appeared to be doomed.
When Herod executed James (12:2), the church surely
grieved. James, along with Peter and John, was in the
inner group of apostles closest to Jesus. They had seen
things that not even the other apostles had seen (Mark
5:37; 9:2–10; 14:33). It only grew worse when Herod
arrested Peter in order to kill him too (Acts 12:3–4).
Herod did not care about justice, only about his own
popularity. He planned to kill the Gentile-loving Peter
right after Passover while the holiday crowds were
still in Jerusalem. Probably remembering Peter’s
escape the last time he had been imprisoned (5:19),
Herod made sure he was vigilantly guarded. Again, the
situation seemed hopeless.
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Still, none of this should surprise us. Jesus had predicted that just as He was hated and persecuted, so
His followers would be too (John 15:20). He had even
specifically predicted James’ martyrdom (Mark 10:39).
In fact, He said that to be a Christian is to count
yourself dead already (8:34). God is able to rescue
with great power, as we will see with Peter (Heb
11:34), but many believers are also mistreated and
killed without being rescued (11:37). Why do some
get rescued and not others? Because God uses both
death and life to bring
great honor to Himself
THINK ABOUT IT
(Phil 1:20). The only
Through many
question is whether we
troubles we enter
into God’s kingdom
think eternal life with
(Acts 14:22).
Jesus forever is worth it
(Mark 8:35–38).

God rescued Peter (12:5–17)
While there was nothing the church could do in human terms, they had a powerful weapon that Herod
had not taken into account: prayer. They prayed
earnestly for Peter (Acts 12:5). This was no sleepy
prayer meeting. They were exerting all their energy
and stretching themselves to the limit in prayer. For
a while, though, it did not seem to make a difference.
The days passed, but Peter remained in prison. Soon
the time came for Peter to be executed, but he was
still locked up as tight as ever (12:6).
But while they were still praying, God was already
answering their prayers. An angel woke Peter up
and led him out of the prison without any difficulty
(12:7–10). The chains fell off, and he walked right
past the guards: the guards at his side, the guards
outside his cell, the guards at the first guard post,
the guards at the
second guard post,
THINK ABOUT IT
the guards at the main
Prayer makes a
gate—it was as if they
powerful difference
did not even exist.
because God is
And the main gate of
powerful (Jas 5:16).
the jail simply opened
on its own. Against
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this kind of supernatural power, Herod’s power seems
pretty powerless.

the sun sparkled off his robes, Herod soaked up their
gushing praise (12:22).

Even the praying believers did not think prayer could
make such a difference! When Peter showed up at
Mary’s house, the believers there were so shocked
that they argued about it as Peter waited outside the
gate (12:11–17). Peter was more level-headed. He told
them to tell James that he was free. This James (not
the one just executed) was the brother of Jesus (Matt
13:55), who at this point was recognized as the leader
of the church in Jerusalem. Because of his careful
observation of the law and his skill at handling controversy (Acts 15), James continued to be respected even
by unbelieving Jews for two more decades. With that
message delivered, Peter wisely disappeared before
Herod came looking for him (12:17).

Actually, he did not soak up much, for at that moment
an angel struck him down (12:23a). It is clear that this
was an act of God, a punishment for two things. First,
God struck him because God hates pride (Jas 4:6).
One way or another, God always humbles the proud
(Isa 2:9–17). Second, God struck Herod because God
fiercely loves His people (Zech 12:1–9). For all his
cleverness, Herod made a serious mistake when he
went after God’s people.

God defeated Herod (12:18–25)
As for Herod, he was about to face the consequences
for putting his own glory above God’s. First, he was
made to look like a fool. Instead of giving the crowds
in Jerusalem a popular execution, he was unable to
account for a single prisoner under the guard of four
squads of soldiers. Frustrated, he blamed his guards
and executed them in Peter’s place (12:18–19). It did
not occur to him that his problem was something more
than careless guards.
But life went on for Herod, and if he could not get his
way in Jerusalem, at least he could in his capital of
Caesarea (12:19). Men had come south from Tyre and
Sidon to try to earn back Herod’s favor. Somehow they
had offended him, and he had responded by restricting
the food traded to their cities (12:20). There they
were, gathered in the stadium, with the Mediterranean
sparkling nearby and the sound of its waves lapping
up on shore. It was a perfect day to be praised, Herod
thought, and he made the most of it by dressing in
royal robes, which, according to the Jewish historian
Josephus, were woven with silver thread (12:21). As

THINK ABOUT IT
In contrast to Herod’s
Considering what
miserable end, the church
happened to
Herod, no wonder
flourished. As Herod’s
Paul always felt
body collapsed, God’s word
unworthy after
spread rapidly (Acts 12:24).
being forgiven for
But God was only just
persecuting the
church (1 Cor 15:9)!
getting started, for Saul, also
known as Paul, was back
on the scene along with Barnabas. As Herod’s body
was laid in its tomb, Paul’s first missionary journey was
about to begin (12:25–13:3). Truly it is much wiser to
side with God than to fight against Him. If we’re on
God’s side, then even if we die like James did, we know
the victory is ours (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26).

LESSON 34

Lesson Outline

God defeats those who fight against Him.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God allows some Christians to die for Him (12:1–2).
2. God can rescue Christians from anything (12:3–19).
3. God defeats enemies who harm His people (12:20–25).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Herod attacked the church (12:1–4).
• Herod killed James the apostle
(12:1–2).
• Herod arrested Peter and planned
to kill him (12:3–4).

2. God rescued Peter (12:5–17).
• The church prayed earnestly for Peter
(12:5).
• An angel freed Peter from prison (12:6–
10).
• Believers were shocked to see Peter free
(12:11–17).
3. God defeated Herod (12:18–25).
• Herod executed the prison guards
(12:18–19).
• Herod accepted worship from the people
of Tyre and Sidon (12:20–22).
• An angel killed Herod with worms
(12:23).
• God’s gospel spread (12:24–25).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Who violently attacked the church?
King Herod Agrippa I.
2.	Did God rescue James?
No. James was executed just as Jesus said he would be.
3.	Did God rescue Peter?
Yes. God is always able to rescue if He chooses.
4.	What happened to Herod?
An angel struck him and he died full of worms.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did Herod persecute the church?
Because it made him popular with the Jews.
2.	Why did Peter’s situation seem hopeless from a human perspective?
Herod was powerful and clever, and Peter was very well guarded.
3.	What did the believers do?
They prayed with all their might.
4.	How did God answer their prayers?
God sent an angel to rescue Peter from prison.
5.	What did Herod do to his guards?
He executed them.
6.	What did Herod do in Caesarea?
He appeared in a shining robe to receive praise from people from Tyre and Sidon.
7.	Why did God send an angel to kill Herod?
Because of Herod’s pride, and because Herod had attacked God’s people.
8.	How did God win in the end?
His word kept spreading, and it was about to spread even more.

LESSON 34

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

PUPPET SKIT
Have a puppet brag about how
well he can sing, then demonstrate
with a few bars from “Jesus loves
me.” Let him talk about how fast
he can run as you move him back
and forth quickly. Have him boast
about what a good speaker he is
with such a wonderful voice. Then
take your hand out and confront
the puppet with the fact that you
make him sing and move and talk.
Then explain that we’re a lot like
this puppet. We boast about many
things, but it is God who gives us
the ability. In today’s lesson, we’re
going to meet a man God punished
for boasting.
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BIG BAD SOLIDER
Introduce the lesson dressed as
a soldier: helmet, shield, sword,
spear, boots, body armor, gloves,
chains, handcuffs, etc. Talk about
how hard it would have been for
Peter to escape from jail while being
constantly guarded by a soldier. But
Peter was not just guarded by one
soldier—he was guarded by four at
all times! How could he escape? It
seemed impossible. Is there anyone
strong enough to rescue Peter from
the soldiers? We will find out in
today’s lesson.

ILLUSTRATE

AND THE CHAINS FELL OFF
As you teach about Peter’s
imprisonment, ask for a boy or a
girl to come up front to represent
Peter. Ask two more children to
stand on each side, representing
the two guards. Using paper
chains, bind “Peter” to the guards
on either side of him. Next, bind
his hands with another paper
chain. When describing Peter’s
release, have the guards pretend
to be asleep while Peter rips off
the chains and escapes from
prison.

APPLY

NEVER STOP PRAYING
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, black construction paper, tape, scissors.
Directions: Color in black the
three stripes. Make a chain with
them. build two bigger rings
with the construction paper (big
enough for the hands to go in).

EATEN BY WORMS
Bring some earthworms to class.
Never Stop Praying
While these are probably not the
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
type of worms that ate Herod
(Acts 12:23), they do illustrate
the foolishness of boasting about
ourselves. Herod was a king,
yet he was eaten by one of the
lowliest animals on earth: the
worm. This is because he tried
to steal the glory that belongs to
God.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE
Ask the children if they have ever
taken credit for something they
didn’t do. Have they ever let their
parents praise them for cleaning
up their bedroom, when really
their brother or sister did it? Ask
them if they have ever surprised
their mom by doing the dishes,
but failed to mention it was a
brother or sister’s idea. In today’s
lesson, king Herod tries to take
credit for speaking like God. What
do you think happened to him?
KING HEROD THE EGG, PART 1
Create a “King Herod” using a raw
egg before class. Draw a face with
markers, and create a shiny silver
robe out of aluminum foil. Using
two pretzel sticks and hot glue,
attach two arms. Finally, create a
crown out of a thimble. Introduce
him to the class at the beginning
of your lesson, making sure to
mention how fragile he is. Tell the
children King Herod the Egg will
return later in the lesson.

ILLUSTRATE

ALUMINUM FOIL ROBE
According to Josephus, Herod
wore a garment made of silver.
Recreate Herod’s royal robe out
of aluminum foil and put it on at
the appropriate time during the
lesson.
KING HEROD THE EGG, PART 2
To illustrate the foolishness of
fighting against God, allow the children to watch what happens when
King Herod the Egg is dropped on
a brick inside a five-gallon bucket.
Even though the real king Herod
was a great king, he was, before
God, very much like this egg:
powerless and fragile. So are all
who try to fight against God.

APPLY

AN ANGEL STRIKES
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
brads.
Directions: Color the images.
Cut the upper part of Herod and
Peter’s body. Unite the lower and
upper body with the brad.

An Angel Strikes
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

“I’M THE GREATEST”
Muhammad Ali, an American
boxer, was a three-time
Heavyweight Champion. After
defeating Sonny Liston for the
first time on February 25, 1964
he famously said: “I’m the greatest
thing that ever lived…I must be
the greatest…I shook up the world,
I’m the king of the world…I am the
greatest! I can’t be beat!” (quoted
in Sound and Fury: Two Powerful
Lives, One Fateful Friendship by
Dave Kindred). Do any of the
children know what happened to
this incredibly talented, athletic, vibrant, young man? He died a shell
of his former self on June 3, 2016
after a long, painful, debilitating
fight against Parkinson’s Disease.

ABLE TO DELIVER
God can but does not always rescue Christians from persecution.
This truth is beautifully illustrated
by Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. King Nebuchadnezzar
warned them that if they did
not worship the golden image
they would be thrown into the
fiery furnace. Their reply? “Our
God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us
out of your hand, O king. But if
not, be it known to you, O king,
that we will not serve your gods
or worship the golden image that
you have set up” (Dan 3:17–18).
They were ready to serve God in
life and in death.

LAST RESORT?
What is the first thing you do
when you are in a difficult situation and need help? Do you call
your parents? Maybe a friend?
Do you search the internet for
help? What about prayer? Does
anyone pray? If they do, when do
they pray? Is it the first thing they
do, or the last? Today’s lesson is
a great reminder of the power of
prayer. The apostle Peter was in
a seemingly impossible situation,
but God heard the fervent prayer
of the church and sent an angel to
rescue him.

THE RIGHT SIDE OF HIS STORY
(HISTORY)
“Do you want to be on the
right side of history?” So say
opponents of Christianity. They
say this to pressure Christians
to abandon their commitment
to biblical truth. But is this really
true? Who wins in the end? It
isn’t the opponents of God! If
you want to be on the right side
of history, then you need to be
on God’s side! We can endure
persecution because we know
God wins and His kingdom will
come (Rev 19:11–21).

MARTYRDOM
James the apostle is the second
martyr we have seen in the
book of Acts. This concept of
martyrdom can be hard to grasp
for children who live in countries
free of religious persecution. Yet
even still, martyrdom continues
to be a reality today. For this
reason, this would be a good
time to go over martyrdom
that continues to take place in
the world. Bring in a map and
highlight those countries where
believers still die for their faith
in Christ. Talk about specific
martyrs by name (“Voice of the
Martyrs” is a good resource).
Once the class has observed
those areas of continued religious
persecution, take the time to pray
for those countries (including
those believers who are suffering
within).

LESSON 35
The Gentiles are saved by faith alone
ACTS 15:1–35

LESSON 35

Salvation is by grace alone.
“But we believe that we will be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just
as they will” (Acts 15:11).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Salvation is a gift from God.
2. The only way to receive grace is by
faith.
3. Salvation is not by works.
4. Since all Christians are saved by
grace, Christians should accept one
another.
5. Christians need to resolve conflicts
well.

1. Define grace.
2. Retell Peter’s story about Cornelius’ family.
3. Explain that some Jewish Christians said
Gentiles had to be circumcised to be
saved.
4. List the four things Gentiles were to avoid
to not offend Jewish Christians.
5. List several principles that allowed this
conflict to be resolved well.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
The Gentiles are saved by faith alone • Acts 15:1–35

Lesson Summary
As the number of Gentile Christians grew, some Jewish Christians did not know how to
respond. Some did not even accept them as Christians. They thought that the kingdom
of God belonged only to Jews, so to be saved, Gentiles had to become Jews first. But the
Jerusalem Council—including the apostles and the Jerusalem elders—agreed with Peter
and James that salvation is by grace alone. As a result, Gentile Christians and Jewish
Christians should live together in peace.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The Jerusalem Council made it very clear that salvation is by grace alone. It cannot be
earned, because no one can keep the law. And it is foolish to try to earn it, because Jesus
paid the full price. Clearly, the only way to be saved is by faith. Faith is admitting that you
cannot earn salvation and trusting instead in Jesus to provide. Because salvation is by
grace, Christians should accept one another and put each other’s interests above their
own.

T WEEK
LAS

God frees Peter from
prison
Acts 12:1–24
THE GOSPEL SPREADS INTO
JUDEA AND SAMARIA

WEEK
THIS

The Gentiles are saved
by faith alone
Acts 15:1–35

T WEEK
NEX

The Philippian jailer is
saved
Acts 16:16–40

THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH

LESSON 35

Lesson Commentary
Salvation is by grace alone.

Conflict in the church happens because Christians
are still not perfect. Conflict is especially common
when big changes are taking place, as they were just
before Acts 15. Paul and Barnabas had just finished
their first missionary journey, and now there were
more Gentiles becoming Christians than Jews (Acts
13:46–49; 14:27). Conflict arose over how Jews and
Gentiles were saved: do they belong to the same
body of Christ? And if so, how should they interact?

The question of the Law created conflict
(15:1–5)
James had already cautioned Peter about interacting
with Gentiles (Gal 2:12). He was probably trying to
protect Jewish Christians in Jerusalem, since Jews
hated it when Jewish Christians treated Gentiles as
equals. But there were Jews in the Jerusalem church
that did not think James went far enough (Acts 15:1,
24). They said Gentiles could not be saved until they
first became Jews (15:1). To become Jews, they needed to be circumcised—get a special surgery that was a
sign of God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen 17:10–14).
These Jews were right that salvation comes through
Abraham (12:1–3), but they did not understand
that faith is what makes someone a descendant of
Abraham (Gal 3:29; Rom 4:9–12). Paul and Barnabas
went to Jerusalem to resolve this for the whole
church (Acts 15:2). If the church was to continue its
mission of spreading the gospel, it had to know what
is necessary for salvation!

The council answered the question of
salvation (15:6–19)
The council had authority to answer this question
because it was made up of apostles (Eph 2:20) and
elders (Acts 15:6; 14:23; 1 Pet 5:1–5). Peter spoke
first by retelling his experience at Cornelius’ house
(Acts 15:7–11; 10:44–48). Cornelius and his family
had all received the Spirit, a sure mark of salvation
(Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13). Also, they had received the
Spirit just like the Jews had at Pentecost, showing
that God made no distinction between circumcised
and uncircumcised people (Acts 15:9). In fact,
Cornelius’ family received the Holy Spirit even
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THINK ABOUT IT
before they had a
Like shepherds
chance to express their
caring for their
faith though baptism
sheep, elders are to
guard the church
(10:44). The only
from false teaching
explanation was that
and protect it from
God looked into their
division (Acts 20:28–
hearts, saw their faith,
31).
and cleansed them on
the basis of faith alone
(15:9; Eph 1:7; 2:8–9). Therefore, there was no need
to add more requirements for them to be saved.
Peter also reminded the Jewish believers of what
they already knew: even they could not live up to
their legal traditions (Acts 15:10). Jesus had called
the laws a burden too heavy to bear (Matt 23:4),
and He had invited sinners to take His yoke instead,
one that is easy and light and gives spiritual rest
(11:28–30). His yoke is easy because it is by grace—a
gift that we cannot earn (Acts 15:11). Jesus earned
it for us, and all we have to do is believe that He
did. But as soon as we begin to think that we must
accomplish even a tiny part of salvation, we deny
that Jesus’ death paid it all (Gal 2:21). As soon as we
say we must do anything to earn His grace, it stops
being grace (Rom 4:4). Only faith—trusting in Christ’s
power and not in your own—allows grace to be free
(4:15–16).
THINK ABOUT IT
Barnabas and Paul
We are justified by
confirmed Peter’s
faith apart from
works of the law
words (Acts 15:12),
(Rom 3:28).
but James gave the
final word (15:13–19).
James was the leader of the Jerusalem church. He
was the half-brother of Jesus, but the reason he was
so respected was because of his personal character.
He was called James the Just—he observed the law,
he made sure to care for the poor (Gal 2:10), and
he wrote the book of James emphasizing integrity,
humility, and caring for the needy. Some Jewish believers may have been suspicious of Paul, Barnabas,
and even Peter, but when James said, “Listen to me”
(15:13), they listened.
James first affirmed Peter’s argument in a stunning
way. He said God was taking from the Gentiles a

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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people for His name (15:14). In the Old Testament,
those words described how God took Israel out from
among the Gentiles to be His chosen people (Deut
14:2). But now James was saying something new:
God was actually making Gentiles His people! Since
Israel failed to proclaim God’s name, God was now
giving this role to the church, which from that point
on would be made up mostly of Gentiles.
To make this clear, James reminded Jewish believers
that this is what their own prophets predicted.
Specifically, Amos had spoken of a time when
Gentiles would be called by God’s name (Acts
15:16–17; Amos 9:11–12). Amos did not say
Gentiles would become Jews, and as a result be
called by God’s name. Rather, they would be called
by God’s name while still being Gentiles. This was
nothing for the Jews to be angry about, for it was
fulfilling their own hopes! They longed for David’s
dynasty to regain power, not just over Israel but
over all nations, just as Amos predicted. And now
they were seeing evidence of this with their own
eyes: Gentiles from many nations were voluntarily
submitting to Jesus, the Son of David. There was
no reason to burden the Gentiles with laws they
themselves could not keep. They were already saved
and members of the church without being circumcised (15:19).

The council answered the question of
fellowship (15:20–35)
If Christians include both Jews and Gentiles, how can
they get along? Before, James had advised some separation between Jew and Gentile to protect his flock
in Jerusalem from persecution. Now, he realized that
the gospel and church unity were more important,
so he did not stop Jew and Gentile believers from
eating together (cf. Gal 2:12). Still, it is best to avoid
trouble if possible, so James urged Gentiles to be
considerate of their Jewish brothers. For the sake
of unity, it was necessary for Gentiles to avoid four
things: food offered to idols, sexual immorality, meat
that had been strangled, and blood (Acts 15:20, 29).

Three of these restrictions are about food. Food is
neither clean nor unclean in itself (1 Cor 8:8; Acts
10:10–16; Mark 7:18–19; Rom 14:14, 17). But since
food laws were the main cause of trouble, giving
up some freedom was well worth it for the sake of
Christian harmony (1 Cor 8:9, 13; 10:28; Rom 14:15,
21). Whenever we make decisions about things
that are morally neutral, we should care more about
others than ourselves (1 Cor 10:32). We should also
ask, what will most honor God (10:31)?
The other restriction was about sexual immorality.
For the most part, this is not neutral like food.
All Christians must be pure (Eph 5:3–5). Gentile
Christians needed to be reminded of this, because
it was easy for them to be drawn into the sexual
immorality that was acceptable in the pagan Gentile
world (1 Cor 6:12–20). But James may also have
included matters not inherently immoral but still
particularly offensive to Jews, such as marriage to a
close relative.
James’ point was that Christians, whether Jew or
Gentile, should serve each other in love. Instead
of seeking their own desires, they should do what
builds one another up. James also practiced what
he preached. He sent leaders from Jerusalem and
an official letter to show the church’s concern for
the Gentiles in Antioch (Acts 15:22–30). He praised
Paul and Barnabas to show that he and the church
in Jerusalem were not their enemies (15:25–26).
He made it clear that the council’s decision was
unanimous: all the elders
and apostles were united in
THINK ABOUT IT
this decision (15:25). They
Conflict is as an
were united by their love for
opportunity to love
Jesus (15:26) and by humble
and encourage
submission to the Holy Spirit
one another for the
(15:28). As a result, what
glory of Christ and
the building up of His
began as a conflict ended with
body.
encouragement and peace,
strengthening the church
(15:30–35).

LESSON 35

Lesson Outline

Salvation is by grace alone.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. People argued: Is salvation by grace alone (15:1–5)?
2. The council agreed: Salvation is by grace alone (15:6–19).
3. The council encouraged: Be kind to one another (15:20–35).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. The question of the Law created
conflict (15:1–5).
• Certain Judeans told Gentiles to be
circumcised (15:1).
• Paul and Barnabas went to
Jerusalem to solve the problem
(15:2–5).

2. The council answered the question of
salvation (15:6–19).
• Peter: God saved Cornelius by grace
through faith (15:6–11).
• Barnabas and Paul: God performed
miraculous signs among Gentiles (15:12).
• James: the prophets foretold Gentile
believers (15:13–18).
• The council stopped Jews from burdening
Gentiles (15:19).
3. The council answered the question of
fellowship (15:20–35).
• The council instructed Gentiles not to
offend Jews (15:20–21, 29).
• The council affirmed unity in Jesus and in
the Spirit (15:25–28).
• The council encouraged believers and
brought peace (15:22–24, 30–35).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	What did some Jews say Gentiles needed to do to be saved?
Be circumcised.
2.	Did Peter say salvation is by grace or by keeping the law?
It is by grace.
3.	How can you receive grace from God?
By faith. Believe that Jesus died on the cross in your place.
4.	What kind of food did the council tell Gentiles not to eat?
Meat offered to idols, strangled meat, and blood.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did some Jews say Gentiles needed to be circumcised to be saved?
They thought the kingdom of God was only for Jews—for the nation of Israel.
2.	Who argued against them in Antioch and then in Jerusalem?
Paul and Barnabas.
3.	What example did Peter give to prove them wrong?
Peter reminded them of Cornelius’ salvation.
4.	How do you know Cornelius was saved?
Cornelius received the Holy Spirit.
5.	What did James say about Gentiles being saved?
God was calling a people for Himself who were Gentiles.
6.	What prophet did James say predicted Gentiles being saved?
Amos.
7.	Why did James tell Gentile Christians to avoid immorality and certain foods?
Immorality includes things that are always wrong. But Gentiles were also to stay away
from certain foods not because the food itself was bad, but to be thoughtful of their
Jewish brothers’ consciences and safety.
8.	What was the result of the council?
Christians were encouraged, there was peace, and the church was built up.

LESSON 35

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

NO STRINGS ATTACHED
Salvation is a gift. Hold a beautifully
wrapped present in front of the
children. Explain that this represents
the free gift of salvation. Ask the
children if anyone wants it. However,
when someone grabs the present
to take it, resist them by holding on
to fishing line that has been secretly
attached to the present. As they
struggle to take the gift from you,
ask them if they are willing to trade
something for the gift. Is this still a
gift? No. Now something must be
done to earn it. In today’s lesson, we
will learn about some Christians who
tried to add works to the free gift of
salvation but were stopped by the
leaders of the early church.
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UNITED IN CHRIST
When the Gentiles became
Christians, they did not need to
become Jews. Introduce this spiritual truth by giving each child three
different colored pieces of yarn.
Explain that one color represents
the Jews, another color the Gentiles,
and another color Jesus. Help the
children braid the three colors
together, pointing out that though
the three separate pieces of yarn
have been one, each piece of yarn
still maintains its original color.

ILLUSTRATE

ABSTAIN
To “abstain” means to avoid
doing something. Bring in things
you abstain from (foods you
choose not to eat, activities you
choose not to do, etc.). Ask the
children if they abstain from
these activities too (“Do you
abstain from broccoli?” “What
about cleaning your room or
making your bed?”).
SNACKS
Use snack time to demonstrate
differences in Jewish and Gentile
culture. Separate the children
into two groups. Give one group
one snack and the other group a
completely different snack. Talk
about the three groups of food
that James told the Gentiles to
abstain from because it upset
the Jews (food sacrificed to idols,
meat that had been strangled,
and blood) (Acts 15:20).

APPLY

A MATH LESSON
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
glue stick, scissors, black and tan
construction paper.
Directions: Color and cut all the
words, number and the “plus”
sign. Glue them the black construction paper. Frame everything with the tan construction
paper. (Kids can décor the black
board with stickers)

A Math Lesson
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

FAITH ALONE
Faith alone is the only way to be
saved. Pass out rubber bands and
have the children try to hit a bull’s
eye you know they won’t be able
to hit. After they have all fallen
short, tell them no matter how hard
they tried they could never get to
Heaven. Do they trust you to hit
the target? Take their rubber bands
from them, walk to the target, and
put them on the bull’s eye. Faith
in you, without trying to shoot the
rubber bands themselves, was the
only way to hit the bull’s eye.
BUILDING A BIKE
Bring in a bike. Ask the children to
imagine two people standing next
to this bike, arguing about how
to put it together. One presents
a detailed plan for putting on the
tires, then the handlebars, then the
seat. The other argues that the seat
comes first, then the chain, then
the decals, then the rest. While
they continue to argue, a third
person walks in and points out that
the bike is already built. Salvation
has already been put together for
us. We don’t need to figure how to
do it, we just need to believe it.

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

THE LAW OF MOSES
THE DECISION OF THE
The Law of Moses refers to all the
COUNCIL
commands God gave the Israelites
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
through Moses. It includes moral
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
laws, like do not kill and do not
scissors, brad.
steal. It also includes special laws
about the Jewish religion called
Directions: Color four answers
ceremonial laws, such as not eating
with different colors. Color the
pigs and how to offer sacrifices.
spinning circle. Unite the two
Because of its many demands, no
circles with a brad.
person could ever obey it perfectly. The Law told the Israelites
what they could and could not
wear, what they could and could
not eat, and even who they could
marry. Have the children imagine
a lengthy list of rules from their
parents that would be impossible
to obey, such as never getting
The Decision of the Council
dirty, only wearing red shirts, and
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
eating only cereal.
UNBEARABLE YOKE
Bring a stack of large books. Label
them the “Law.” Ask a volunteer to
come hold one. Then, add another.
Keep talking about the heaviness
of the Law as you continue to add
books, until the child is unable to
hold them up anymore. Obeying
the Law is impossible. The Jews
couldn’t do it, and neither can we.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

“BUT MY DAD SAYS…”
Does your family have any
special rules? Maybe your
parents don’t allow you to
participate in sports on Sunday
so you can attend church. Or
maybe your bedtime is 8:00 PM.
Or maybe you’re only allowed to
watch television for 30 minutes
a day. Whatever these rules
are, they’re for your family,
not another. You can’t tell your
classmate they have to go to
bed at 8:00 PM just because it’s
a rule in your house. In today’s
lesson, we’re going to learn
about some Jewish Christians
who were upset with Gentiles
Christians because they were not
following their rules.

CIRCUMCISION
Circumcision was a physical mark
God commanded the Jews to have.
It was a reminder that God had
promised to bless the Jewish people
with their own nation, land, and a
unique relationship with Him. The
Jews were expected to obey all of
God’s laws, and circumcision was a
picture of their special relationship
with God. Illustrate circumcision
with a wedding ring. Though it is
not a physical mark, a wedding
ring pictures a unique relationship.
Does just wearing a wedding ring
make you married? No! Anyone can
wear a ring. The same was true for
circumcision. The mark itself did not
save. It was just a picture.

FAITH ALONE
Trying to add our own works ruins salvation. To demonstrate the
importance faith alone, bring in a
candy bar. Ask the children if they
would like to eat it. Talk about
how good it looks and smells.
Now talk about how you’re going
to make it even better! Unwrap it,
and begin rubbing dirt all over it.
Would anyone like to take a bite
now? Explain that the salvation
that God offers is perfect and that
we do not need to add anything
to make it better. And when we
try to do it, we ruin it. Salvation
is by grace alone through faith
alone. By trying to add works to
God’s free gift, we wreck it.

HOLIDAY TRADITIONS
Talk about some different holiday
traditions families have. Ask the
children what would happen if
someone came into their house
during the holidays and started
trying to change all their special
holiday traditions. Would they be
upset? Why is it difficult to break
traditions? In today’s lesson, the
Jewish Christians were upset
because the Gentiles that were
being saved and added to the
church were not following their
traditions.
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CUSTOMS
Discuss ways certain cultures can
be offended. For instance, explain
the Japanese custom of removing
shoes or the Middle Eastern custom
of eating with your right hand. It
would be rude in their cultures to
ignore these practices. Some of the
Christian Jews had a difficult time
accepting Gentiles in the church
because the Gentiles had customs
which were offensive to them. So
to promote harmony, James asked
the Gentile Christians to stop doing
four things in order to promote
peace between the two groups
(Acts 15:20).

LESSON 36
The Philippian jailer is saved
ACTS 16:16–40

LESSON 36

The good news of salvation turns
trouble into joy.
“And he rejoiced along with his entire
household that he had believed in
God” (Acts 16:34b).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. Those who share the gospel will be
persecuted.
2. The gospel cannot be stopped.
3. The gospel brings great joy even when
life is hard.
4. The gospel is the good news of salvation
by faith in Jesus.
5. The gospel brings believers together.

1. Describe how Paul and Silas were
treated after casting out a demon.
2. Explain how the jail was unlocked.
3. Describe what Paul and Silas were doing
while locked in prison.
4. Restate Paul’s gospel message (Acts
16:31).
5. Describe how the jailer treated Paul and
Silas after being saved.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Lesson Summary
Paul and Silas were preaching the gospel in Philippi on their very first journey to Europe.
But after casting a demon out of a fortune-telling slave girl, Paul and Silas were unjustly
thrown in prison. Still, they kept praying and singing, and God broke open the prison with
an earthquake. This brought an opportunity to share the gospel with the distraught jailer,
and he and his whole family believed. In the end, God used prison to produce great joy.

Spotlight on the Gospel
Peter’s gospel message to the jailer was simple: believe on the Lord Jesus and you will
be saved. Believe means to accept and trust. And the object of that belief is Jesus: trust
who He is and accept what He has done for you. The result is salvation: rescue from sin,
Satan, death, and despair. This gospel is very good news. It brings great joy, and nothing
can stop it from spreading.

T WEEK
LAS

The Gentiles are saved by
faith alone
Acts 15:1–35

WEEK
THIS

The Philippian jailer is
saved
Acts 16:16–40

T WEEK
NEX

Paul preaches in Athens
Acts 17:16–34

THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH
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Lesson Commentary

The good news of salvation turns trouble
into joy.
The Jerusalem Council had recently clarified that
following the law is not required in order to be saved
(Acts 15). Rather, salvation is a gracious gift, received
by faith in Jesus alone. With confident support from
believers back home, Paul set out with Silas to take
this gospel to distant places—to modern-day Turkey,
Macedonia, and Greece. When they came to Philippi
in Macedonia, they had quick success as a woman
named Lydia believed the gospel (16:11–15). But
then trouble erupted. Did they get discouraged? Not
at all. Paul and Silas rejoiced, because they knew
that God does good even through bad circumstances
(2:23–24; 8:4).

Paul and Silas were thrown in prison
(16:16–24)
The trouble began when a demon-possessed slave
girl began following Paul and Silas and saying, “These
men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation” (16:17). But how
is that a bad thing? She was telling the truth. While
her message was true at that moment, demons’
ultimate goal is to twist the truth and destroy. If Paul
accepted her message at this time, he would have
a hard time rejecting it when her message turned
destructive. It is never wise to accept support from
the wicked (Prov 25:5). Though they may speak
approving words at first, they are a trap and destroy
in the end (26:28; 29:5).
Paul cast the demon out in the name of Jesus (Acts
16:18). Casting out unclean spirits was one of the
marks of a true apostle (Mark 3:15; 2 Cor 12:12).
Since the apostles finished their task, Scripture never
instructs believers today to confront or cast out demons like this. Demons are real, and spiritual warfare
is all around us, but since we are not apostles, we are
to respond by putting on the spiritual armor God has
made available to every believer (Eph 6:10–18).
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Although Paul had just set this slave girl free from
demonic control, her owners were not happy. They
were upset (Acts 16:19). They did not care about this
girl as a person, only as property. She was a great
way to make money since people paid for her to
tell their fortunes. As it did to the Gerasenes (Mark
5:16–17) and the Ephesian craftsmen (Acts 19:26–
27), love of money blinds the soul (1 Tim 6:9–10).
The girl’s owners, blind with greed, falsely accused
Paul and Silas of throwing the city into chaos (Acts
16:20–21). In reality, it was the girl’s owners who
created the chaos (16:22). As at Jesus’ trial (Luke
23:22–23), anger left no room for justice, and Paul
and Silas were beaten and imprisoned without any
attempt to investigate
the truth. They were
THINK ABOUT IT
locked up with extra
Do not be surprised
security, and their feet
at persecution. If
were put in stocks
they persecuted
designed to stretch
Jesus, they will also
persecute His followers
their legs apart, causing
(John 15:20–21).
painful cramping (Acts
16:23–24).

Paul and Silas worshiped and
evangelized in prison (16:25–34)
What did they do? Lash out in anger? Grumble and
complain? Demand their rights? Not at all! They sat
there praying and singing hymns through the night
(16:25). Imagine what it would have been like to
hear their songs echo through the prison cells! In
a place of misery and despair, their voices echoed
with joy and hope. They responded not based on
their circumstances, but based on what they knew
to be true about God. He is always good and always
does good (Ps 119:68). He brings good out of evil
(Rom 8:28), and He turns our temporary suffering
into glory that never
ends (2 Cor 4:16–18).
THINK ABOUT IT
This joy does not make
People who do evil
are imprisoned by
sense to the world,
their sin even if they
because it is given by
are physically free;
the Spirit (Gal 5:22)
but the righteous man
to people who follow
sings and rejoices
even if locked in a
the Spirit’s lead (Eph
dungeon (Prov 29:6).
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5:18–19). Paul and Silas kept singing and singing.
God wanted these men to spread their joy, so He sent
a rather strange earthquake that not only burst the
doors open but also caused the chains to fall off all
the prisoners (Acts 16:26)! But instead of rejoicing,
the jailer was so hopeless he drew his sword to kill
himself (16:27). He could no longer see any reason to
go on living, for he knew that he faced both shame
and the death sentence for allowing his prisoners
to escape (12:19). Just then, he was shocked to
learn that no one had escaped (16:28). He was so
astonished he trembled (16:29). Who were these two
strange men? The jailer probably had heard about the
message they had been preaching, so after seeing
how hopeless his own life was, he turned to them for
help: “What must I do to be saved?” (16:30). Someone
had once asked Jesus this very same question, and
Jesus had responded by confronting that man with
the Law (Luke 18:18–23). But Paul did not, for this
jailer’s heart was already prepared. He was already
humbled. He had already stopped trusting in his own
abilities.
Then what did he need to
do? All other religions give
many different answers,
but the true answer
is simple: do not do
anything. Simply believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ
(Acts 16:31). Believe in who He is (John 20:31) and in
what He has done (1 Cor 15:3–4). That is it. No laws.
No rituals. Just believe. Trust in who Jesus is. Accept
what He has done for you. And you will be saved—
from sin, from Satan, from death, from despair. You
will be forever safe, held fast in the omnipotent hands
of Jesus (John 10:28).
THINK ABOUT IT
There are really
only two religions
in the world:
trusting human
work or trusting
God’s work.

The jailer did believe, along with everyone in his
household, including all his family members as well

as any family slaves (Acts 16:33–34). What a radical
change happened that night! Instead of suicide, eternal life. Instead of hostility, love (John 13:35). Instead
of despair, joy—the deep and lasting pleasure of having
sins completely forgiven (Ps 32:1; Rom 4:7). Since the
whole family believed, the whole family confirmed
their faith by being baptized: they visibly identified
themselves with Jesus their Lord (Rom 6:1–5) and put
their trust in God for cleansing (1 Pet 3:21). It turns
out God had good reason for putting Paul and Silas in
prison!

Paul and Silas were released from prison
(16:35–40)
Now that their prison ministry was accomplished,
God set them free. The magistrates just wanted them
to go away and not cause any more trouble (Acts
16:35–36). But Paul refused. The magistrates had
violated Roman law. If this became known to those
with greater authority, the magistrates could lose their
positions and their honor. Even the city itself could
lose its Roman privileges. So Paul demanded that they
openly admit their mistake and show honor to Paul and
Silas (16:37–39). Since Paul was not concerned about
his own life or honor (Phil 1:20), he was acting on
behalf of others. He was setting a precedent of justice
by not allowing governing officials to think it was ok
to condemn the innocent. He was loving others by
demanding justice.
In the end, all the believers were encouraged, and Paul
and Silas visited Lydia and the believers before leaving
(Acts 16:40). The jailer was rejoicing, and Paul and Silas
saw God’s power to save yet again. For those who
boldly preach the gospel and praise Him no matter
what the circumstances, God turns suffering into
success.

LESSON 36

Lesson Outline

The good news of salvation turns trouble into joy.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Rejoice in Jesus even when you suffer for Him (16:16–25).
2. Rejoice in Jesus by putting your faith in Him (16:26–34).
3. Rejoice in Jesus by encouraging one another about Him (16:35–40).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Paul and Silas were thrown in prison
(16:16–24).
• Paul cast a demon out of a slave
girl (16:16–18).
• The girl’s owners falsely accused
Paul and Silas (16:19–21).
• Paul and Silas were illegally beaten
and imprisoned (16:22–24).

2. Paul and Silas worshiped and evangelized in
prison (16:25–34).
• Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns
(16:25).
• An earthquake released all the prisoners
(16:26–27).
• The jailer and his family heard and believed
the gospel (16:28–34).
3. Paul and Silas were released from prison
(16:35–40).
• The magistrates set Paul and Silas free
(16:35–36).
• Paul made the magistrates do the right
thing (16:37–40).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Where did the magistrates put Paul and Silas?
In prison.
2.	What did Paul and Silas do while they were locked up?
They kept on praying and singing hymns.
3.	What unlocked the doors and their chains?
An earthquake.
4.	What did the Philippian jailer feel like when he believed?
He rejoiced.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why did Paul cast out the demon?
Even though the demon was telling the truth, Paul knew that accepting praise from a
wicked source was a trap.
2.	Why were the slave girl’s owners so angry?
They did not care about her. They just used her demonic fortune-telling to make money.
3.	Why could Paul and Silas sing even in prison?
They knew God is good. They knew God does good, even in bad situations. They knew
heaven was worth suffering in this world. They knew they had done nothing wrong.
4.	Why was the jailer so upset that he was going to kill himself?
He thought all the prisoners had escaped and he would be sentenced to death for his
negligence.
5.	Why did God allow Paul and Silas to get thrown into jail?
To bring salvation to the jailer and his whole family.
6.	What did the jailer have to do to be saved?
Believe on the Lord Jesus. Trust who He is and accept what He has done.
7.	What two things confirmed the jailer’s faith
He was baptized and he showed love for the apostles by washing them and feeding
them.
8.	Why did Paul make the magistrates apologize?
To set a standard of justice to protect other Christians.

LESSON 36

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

EARTHQUAKE SIMULATION
Using a large cardboard box, scissors, and a marker, create your own
“Philippian jail.” All the children can
take turns sitting in the cardboard
prison, and gently shake the box to
simulate an earthquake. In today’s
lesson, God sends an earthquake to
open the doors of the prison and
miraculously break the locks and
chains of the prisoners! Use the
cardboard prison during the lesson
as a visual aid.
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HAPPY OR SAD?
Ask the children if the following
makes them happy or sad: a new
pet, a skinned knee, a birthday or
Christmas present, a shot at the
doctor’s office, staying up past their
bedtime, candy, having a friend
over, losing their favorite toy, etc.
Point out that in each of these cases, it was something that happened
that caused the child to be happy
or sad. Explain that true joy (which
comes from God) isn’t like this. With
true joy, it is possible to be happy
even when we get a skinned knee
or lose our favorite toy. And we will
see this in today’s lesson: Paul and
Silas are beaten and put in jail, but
they were still happy!

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT IS A SPIRIT OF
DIVINATION?
Demons are bad angels. They
used to live in heaven, but because they rebelled against God
they were kicked out. Explain
that demons can take control of
people, affecting their minds and
actions. A demon lived inside the
slave girl and gave her some kind
of ability to tell the future. People
paid much money to listen to the
demon-possessed girl. Illustrate
this with a puppet (the slave girl)
and your hand (the demon who
filled the slave girl).

APPLY

SINGING IN PRISON
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, yarn,
crayons, tape, scissors, hole
punch.
Directions: Color the craft page.
Color and cut the notes. Hole
punch where indicated. Use the
yarn to make the bars (be sure
that the yarn can slides easily).
Tape the notes on the yarn.

SMILE AND FROWN GAME
During the lesson, have the children smile or frown to indicate if
the following groups had joy or
sadness/anger: the owners of the
Singing in Prison
slave girl, the crowd, the magisSee Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
trates, Paul, Silas, the jailer, the
jailer’s family, the other Christians
in Philippi. Point out that the jailer
had a frown at first, but later had
a smile when he received salvation. Ask what made the different
people joyful or not.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT IS TRUE JOY?
Do you know anyone who always
seems to be happy? No matter
what happens, this person is always
in a good mood. Why do you
think this is? Is it because nothing
difficult or harmful ever happens to
this person? What about someone
who is always sad? Do you know
anyone like this? Why do you think
they’re always sad? Is it because
nothing good ever happens in their
life? Is it possible to be happy in
the midst of great difficulty, pain,
or loss? It is, and we’ll learn why in
today’s lesson.

JOY THAT LASTS
Blow up several balloons. Ask the
children to name things that make
them happy and write those answers on the balloons. Write “salvation” on the last balloon. Have
the children bring the balloons to
you one at a time. Ask if they think
what is written on the balloon will
bring lasting joy. Before the object
lesson starts, put a tack through
the inside of a Band-Aid and put
the Band-Aid on a finger on your
left hand. When the child hands
you the balloon, hold it with both
hands and covertly pop it with the
concealed tack. When you get the
“salvation” balloon, be sure to hold
it carefully so that it does not pop.
Explain that only salvation brings
joy that lasts.

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
Do you know what to do in an
earthquake? Conduct an earthquake drill to introduce today’s
lesson: 1) Drop down where you
are on your hands and knees. This
protects you from being knocked
over; 2) Cover your head and neck
with one arm and hand. If possible,
crawl under a sturdy table or desk.
If there is nothing to shelter under,
crawl next to bed or an interior
wall but stay away from windows;
3) Hold on until the shaking stops
with your other hand.

APPLY

KEYS OF THE STORY
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, crayons,
scissors, hole punch, ring.
Directions: Color the six keys
and cut them. hole punch where
indicated. Fill in the blanks. put
the keys in the right order in the
ring

Keys of the Story
UNLAWFUL TRIAL
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
Paul was a Roman citizen. Rome
had laws that gave rules for how
to have a trial and how to punish
Roman citizens. None of those
rules were followed for Paul. It was
against the law to beat a Roman
citizen without a trial. Have the
children imagine being punished
by a teacher at school without ever
doing anything wrong.
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

REASON TO BE JOYFUL
When’s the last time you had a
bad attitude or were ungrateful?
Did you have good reason to
be? Today we’re going to meet
someone who, of all people, had
some good reasons to have a bad
attitude or be ungrateful, yet he
was not. His name is Paul, and he
experienced many difficult trials
in his life (2 Cor 11:23–28). Yet
in spite of his many hardships,
Paul never lost his joy. Today we
will learn how we might have
true, lasting joy as we consider
an event from the life of Paul:
his imprisonment and release in
Philippi.

DOG FOOD DINNER?
Prison guards were responsible to
make sure their prisoners did not
escape. If a prisoner did escape,
the guard would receive the same
punishment the escaped prisoner
was receiving. If any of the prisoners were to be executed, the
guard would be killed. Because the
prison guard saw the doors were
open, he assumed all the prisoners
had escaped. Rather than facing
shame and possible execution, he
was going to kill himself. Ask the
children if any of them have pets.
Have them imagine being responsible for their pet like the prison
guard in today’s lesson. If the pet is
lost, the child would have to take
its place. They would have to live in
the dog house or eat the fish flakes
or run on the hamster wheel.

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS
Make a list of reasons why
someone who knows Jesus can
rejoice, no matter the circumstances. For example: 1) believers
have their sins forgiven (Rom 8:1);
2) Believers will spend eternity
with Jesus in heaven (John 14:3;
Luke 23:43); 3) Believers have be
given the righteousness of Christ
(2 Cor 5:21); 4) Jesus is always
with believers (Matt 28:20);
5) Persecution produces great
eternal reward (Matt 5:11–12); 6)
God has given believers the Holy
Spirit (1 John 4:13); 7) nothing
can separate believers from God
(Rom 8:35–39); etc.

THE REAL DEAL
Show some brief internet videos
of people shouting, singing, and
jumping up and down in joy. Ask
the children what all these videos
have in common: the individuals
were all responding to some
event or circumstance in their
life. Their joy was not inward. It
was a product of what was going
on around them. Explain that
this is not true joy. True joy is not
dependent on what is happening
to us. It’s internal, being a
product of what God has done
for us—rescued us from our sin.
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Q&A
Before revealing Paul’s answer to
the Philippian jailer’s question, ask
the children the same question:
“What must I do to be saved?
(Acts 16:30). Explain that this is
the most important question they
could ever be asked, for it concerns
the eternal destiny of our souls.
As the children answer, write their
responses on the board. See how
the children’s answers compare to
Paul’s response in Acts 16:31.

LESSON
LESSON37
7
Paul preaches in Athens
ACTS 17:16–34

LESSON 37

The gospel is true.

“What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you”
(Acts 17:23b).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. The gospel is about the true God.
2. The gospel calls all people to
repent.
3. The gospel is proven by the
resurrection.
4. Christians should explain why the
gospel is true.
5. Christians should share the gospel
with anyone who will listen.

1. List up to six truths about God that require
humans to respond to Him.
2. Explain why people need to repent.
3. Explain why the resurrection proves the
gospel true.
4. Describe how Paul connected to the
Athenians without compromise.
5. Describe to whom and where Paul preached.
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Lesson Summary
While waiting in Athens, Paul was very upset by all the idols he saw. So he began to
talk about the true God with anyone who would listen. Eventually, he got a chance to
speak at the Areopagus, Athens’ famous court that often considered moral and religious
matters. There he preached about who God really is. Since God is a personal creator who
is very much involved with this world, He is calling all people to repent before judgment
comes.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The foundation of the gospel is the truth about God. Since God is the creator, He owns
all things. Since He cares for all things, He also deserves all our honor and praise. Since
He is a person, He has a standard of right and wrong. And since He is completely in
control, we will have to answer to Him sooner or later. Therefore, the gospel calls us to
repent. Then, once you have repented, it calls you to go and explain the truth to others.

T WEEK
LAS

The Philippian jailer is
saved
Acts 16:16–40

WEEK
THIS

Paul preaches in Athens
Acts 17:16–34

T WEEK
NEX

God protects Paul
Acts 27:1–44
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LESSON 37

Lesson Commentary
The gospel is true.

The mission of every Christian is to show how
excellent Jesus is, both in words (1 Pet 2:9) and in
behavior (2:12). But sometimes it’s hard to know
even where to start. How do you know what to say
and when to say it? The book of Acts provides many
examples, and Acts 17 in particular provides ten
principles for communicating the gospel to others.

Paul was prepared for every
opportunity (17:16–23)
The first principle is to have the right motivation.
Paul had just escaped from Berea after Jews from
Thessalonica had chased him out of town (Acts
17:13). So Paul was waiting in Athens while Silas and
Timothy continued to minister in Berea (17:14–15).
To some, a chance to visit Athens would have been
the opportunity of a lifetime. Athens was still the
cultural capital of the world. But Paul was not in awe
of the city’s greatness. Rather, he was provoked by all
the city’s idols (17:16), for images or statues of pretend
gods dishonor the true God (Isa 40:18–19) and cause
only harm to those who
THINK ABOUT IT
worship them (Hab 2:18).
Athens was the
To be a true witness of the
religious center of
gospel, you must want God
Greece, with streets
to be honored and people to
full of statues of
gods.
be rescued.
Second, be prepared to talk about Jesus in a way that
makes sense. Paul took the time to reason with those
he spoke to (Acts 17:17). This means that the gospel
is something that can be shown to be true. Sharing
the gospel is not just giving your opinion. It’s showing
why it’s true, answering objections, and showing why
other beliefs are false. That takes preparation, but the
conversation itself also takes time. With preparation
and patience, Christians ought to present the gospel
in a reasonable way.
Third, seek every opportunity. That starts by taking
the initiative to find opportunities. Paul did not wait
around hoping for someone to come talk to him.
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Instead, he went anywhere people would listen.
As he always did, he went to the Jews first (17:17;
Rom 1:16). After that, he went into the marketplace
to talk with anyone who would listen. He also took
advantage of the Athenian’s well-known love to hear
anything new (Acts 17:19–21).
Fourth, connect. When Paul spoke to Jewish audiences, he started with Scripture (17:10–13). It was
something both he and the Jews knew and accepted.
But the Athenians knew nothing of the Hebrew
Scriptures. So even though Paul taught them biblical
truths, he did not quote specific verses. Instead, Paul
connected with the Athenians by starting with the
two things they all agreed about: there is a God, and
the Athenians did not know Him (17:22–23). Later on,
he also connected by quoting a Greek poet named
Aratus (17:29).
Yet while connecting, fifth, do not compromise.
Epicureanism and Stoicism had false ideas about gods
and life (17:18). Epicureans believed the gods were
not interested in the human world. They also believed
humans were purely material, so that when they die,
they simply cease to exist. Therefore, they wanted
their one chance at life to be as pleasant as possible.
In contrast, for the Stoics, the world itself was god.
So for them, success in life was being able to face
whatever nature might throw at them, without giving
in to pain or pleasure. To complicate things even
more, some Athenians thought Paul was talking about
two new gods: one named Jesus and one named
Anastasis, the Greek word for resurrection (17:18).
Paul could not speak to them as he spoke to Jews.
Jews already had a decent idea of who God is, so
Paul mostly talked to them about the Messiah. But in
Athens, he had to focus on the most basic question:
who is God?

Paul preached the true God (17:24–29)
That is the sixth principle: show who God is. This is
the starting point of the gospel, and Paul began at
the very beginning (Gen 1:1): God is the creator (Acts
17:24a). Creation is clear evidence that God exists
and has great power (Rom 1:20). The world had a
beginning, so something (or someone) that was not
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part of the world had to have caused it. Then, since God
is creator, that means He is also owner—He is Lord of
heaven and earth (Acts 17:24b). Because He made it
all, it exists for Him and He has the right to do what He
wants with it (Ps 24:1).
Already this God is different than the Stoic and
Epicurean versions. But Paul shows even more
differences. Unlike the Stoic world-god, God is transcendent—He is greater than the world, not a part of it, and not
dependent on it (Acts 17:24c–25a; Ps 50:9–12). And unlike the uninvolved Epicurean gods, God is very involved
(Acts 17:25b). He is involved by being sovereign, completely in control of the world (17:26; Dan 4:34–35). And
He is involved by being
THINK ABOUT IT
immanent: He is present in
We are
the world and so close that
accountable to
anyone who seeks Him will
God because He
find Him (Acts 17:27–28a;
created and owns
us (Ps 24:1–2).
Ps 139; Jer 29:13).
Finally, God is a person—a living being who can make
decisions about right and wrong. This seems obvious, but
many people want an impersonal god. If God were only
a force, like a law of nature, then no one could say one
thing is right and another thing is wrong. For example,
a rock is not right or wrong for falling when you drop it.
That is just the way gravity works. If God is just a force
or an idol made from metal, then He cannot tell us what
to do. But God is a person, and we know that by looking
at ourselves (Acts 17:28b–29). We are alive, and life
does not come from something that is not alive. We
have a sense of right and wrong, and that cannot come
from something that has no sense of right and wrong.
Even Greek poetry acknowledged this—so clearly God is
not an idol of wood or stone!

Paul warned people to respond (17:30–31)
This leads to the seventh principle: warn about coming
judgment (17:31a). Since God is the personal creator
and owner of the world, He deserves all our honor and

love and obedience. He owns us, and we exist for Him
(Rom 11:36). But we have not lived for Him, so He
has the right and the power to judge His creatures for
rebelling against Him.
Judgment leads to the eighth principle: call to repentance (Acts 17:30). This means challenging and
comforting. It is a challenge because it is calling people
to respond, and it’s requiring them to admit their sin,
humble themselves, and seek forgiveness (Isa 55:7). But
it is comforting because it is saying there is hope. There
is a way to escape punishment in the end.
But are we really sure any of this is true? The answer
is the ninth principle: tell about the resurrection (Acts
17:31b). The evidence for the resurrection is massive,
and despite centuries of attempts, no one has been
able to explain it away. There really was a man named
Jesus, He really died, and He
really came back to life (1 Cor
THINK ABOUT IT
15:3–5). That is proof that
The gospel
Jesus is who He says He is,
is true—the
resurrection proves
which means He will come
it!
back to judge just as He said
He would (John 5:22–29).

The people responded (17:32–34)
The tenth principle is this: expect people to respond in
different ways. Some made fun of Paul (Acts 17:32a).
Some wanted to hear more, maybe out of sincere interest or maybe just to be entertained (17:32b). Finally,
some truly believed (17:33–34). Still, it seems the
church in Athens remained small. That’s not surprising.
In places where people pride themselves on their own
knowledge, they are not likely to humble themselves
before God. And where people enjoy talking about all
kinds of new ideas, they rarely commit to believing
anything. But Paul had been a faithful witness, and for a
few Athenians, it made an eternal difference.

LESSON 37

Lesson Outline
The gospel is true.

AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God is real and in control (17:22–29).
2. God will judge (17:31).
3. So repent (17:30).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Paul was prepared for every
opportunity (17:16–23).
• Paul was provoked by idols
(17:16).
• Paul reasoned wherever he could
in Athens (17:17–18).
• Paul connected to the Athenians
without compromise (17:19–23).

2. Paul preached the true God (17:24–29).
• God is creator (17:24a).
• God is owner (17:24b).
• God is transcendent (17:24c–25).
• God is sovereign (17:26).
• God is immanent (17:27–28a).
• God is personal (17:28b–29).
3. Paul warned people to respond (17:30–31).
• Repent before God judges (17:30–31a).
• The resurrection proves that Jesus will
judge (17:31b).
4. The people responded (17:32–34).
• Some made fun of Paul (17:32a).
• Some wanted to hear more (17:32b).
• Some believed (17:33–34).
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Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	When Paul was in Athens, where did he preach?
The Areopagus, also called Mars Hill.
2.	What did Paul spend most of his time teaching the Athenians about?
About who God really is.
3.	Since God is real and in control, what should you do?
Repent before God judges.
4.	Did the Athenians believe Paul?
A few did, but others laughed and others just wanted to keep discussing.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	What motivated Paul to preach in Athens?
He was provoked by all the idols—they offended God’s honor and they were deceiving people.
2.	How did Paul connect with the Athenians?
He started with what they all agreed on, then he spent most of his time talking about
the basic truth they didn’t understand—who God is.
3.	What difference does it make that God is the creator?
It means He is also the owner. If He created us, then we exist for Him.
4.	Is God part of the world?
No. He is transcendent—bigger and greater and existing outside of the world.
5.	Is God so far outside the world that He is not involved in the world?
No. God is also immanent. He is everywhere in the world and very close to us all the
time.
6.	What is one way to know that God is not an idol made out of wood, stone, or metal?
Because humans are real, living people. Real, living people cannot come from things
that are not alive or personal.
7.	Did Paul just give the Athenians information, or did he challenge them to do something about it?
Paul urged them to repent because judgment is coming.
8.	How many of the ten principles for sharing the gospel can you remember?
(See the lesson commentary).

LESSON 37

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

CURIOUS ATHENIANS
Are the children familiar with
Curious George, the curious brown
monkey who appears in a series of
books written by Hans Augusto Rey
and Margret Rey? This monkey’s
curiosity takes him on all sorts of
adventures. Before the lesson, read
a short book featuring Curious
George, and talk about what it
means to be curious (excited to
learn something new). In today’s
lesson, the apostle Paul meets some
curious people: the Athenians.
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GOSPEL ABCS
Are the children learning their
ABCs? Bring some magnetic refrigerator letters to class and see if the
children can correctly identify them.
Can the children pick out the letters
their first and last names begin
with? Talk about why it’s important
to learn your ABC’s—they are the
foundation of the English language.
We learn them first because they
are used to form sounds and words.
In today’s lesson, Paul teaches the
Athenians a different set of ABC’s.
He teaches the Athenians basic
truths about God. They needed to
know these so they could understand their need for salvation.

ILLUSTRATE

GOD IS THE OWNER
Paul proclaims that God is Lord
(owner) of heaven and earth (Acts
17:24). Because we belong to God,
He is right to tell us what we can
and cannot do, and we must listen
to Him. This truth may be illustrated
with one of the children’s Bibles. Do
they have their name written in it?
This shows it belongs to them. They
bring it to class, and they bring it
home. They get to decide how it’s
used. You might also use one of the
children’s coats or other garments
that has their name written on it to
show ownership.

APPLY

WE MOVE
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet,scissors,
crayons, brads.
Directions: Color the different
parts of the body of the boy. Cut
them. Unite everything with the
brads.

IDOLS VS. GOD
Bring pictures of idols to class
(these can be found in Bible encyWe Move
clopedias, magazines like National
See
Year
3
Craft
Book,
Book 2
Geographic, or on the Internet).
Explain that idols are images or
statues that people worship as pretend gods. Talk about ways idols are
different from God: idols are made
by man, they cannot think, speak,
hear, or act, they are not alive, they
actually harm those who worship
them (Ps 115:8), etc. In contrast,
God was made by no one, He does
not have a body, He is all-powerful,
He knows the future, and He hears
our prayers.

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

APPLY

THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK GOD
God revealed Himself in man’s
conscience and the physical world
(Rom 1:19–20; 2:25) in order that
man might “seek” after Him (Acts
17:27). Prepare the children for this
truth with a game of “Marco-Polo”
in the classroom. The blindfolded
child calls out “Marco,” and the rest
of the class answers “Polo.” Once
the blindfolded child finds a child,
the game is over.

LIKE A PLANT
To illustrate man needing God,
bring in a potted plant. Show how
the plant needs water, soil, and
the sun to live. It cannot survive
on its own. Humans are like
that plant. We need things God
gives us. God, however, does not
need anything to survive. He is
transcendent, greater than the
world, not a part of it, and not
dependent on it.

THAT IS AN IDOL?
Idols are objects used to represent
fake gods. When we think of idols,
we often picture something carved
out of wood or stone in the shape
of an animal or person. These are
the kind of idols we’ll hear about
in our lesson today. However, an
idol can take many different forms.
Show the children a basketball, golf
club, textbook, video game controller, money, and toys. What do all
these different things have in common? They all have the potential to
became an idol in our lives. An idol
is simply something besides God
that we trust to give us happiness
or security. It is something we love
more than God, giving it more time,
attention, and resources than God.

PET OWNERSHIP
Do the children have pets? What
kinds? Pets are a great example
of ownership. Our pets belong to
us: we name them, care for them,
The Unknown God
See
Year
3
Craft
Book, Book 2
give them commands, and they
respond to us. Oftentimes, we
even place a collar around their
neck to show that they belong to
us. In a similar way, we belong to
God. He owns us because He created us. This means that it is right
for Him to give us commands and
for us to obey Him. And it is also
right for Him to judge us when
we sin, for since He is our owner,
we are accountable to Him.

THE UNKNOWN GOD
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
glue stick, scissors.
Directions: Color the images and
the “Unknown God” craft page.
Cut the images and glue them in
the right space. (Kids can décor
the craft with stickers.)

LESSON 37

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

STOP!
How do you respond when you
see someone doing or about to
do something that will cause
them great physical harm?
Maybe a little brother or sister
about to stick a metal fork in an
outlet? Or someone driving the
wrong way on a one-way street?
Do you warn them, or do you
just pass on by without saying
anything? In today’s lesson, Paul
encounters a group of people
doing something far more dangerous—worshiping idols. And he
cannot stay silent, for “his spirit
was provoked within him” (Acts
17:16). Do you have the same
response when you encounter
someone worshiping something
other than the true God?
NEW KID IN SCHOOL
There always seems to be quite
a buzz when a new student
comes to school. Everyone is
interested in where they came
from and what they like to do.
Some children might be hopeful
that the new child will become
their friend. In today’s lesson,
we are going to meet a group of
people who loved to talk about
new things. They would gather
to talk about new religions or
philosophies or ideas.

84

ILLUSTRATE

YOU ARE NOT MY DAD!
When you do something wrong,
who punishes you: your parents
or someone else’s parents? Why
do your parents discipline you
and not another’s? You belong
to them, and God has given
them the responsibility to raise
up their (and only their) children
(Eph 6:4). In a similar way, we are
accountable to God because we
belong to Him (He created us).
AREOPAGUS
The Areopagus was a courthouse. Paul was not on trial, but
he did stand before the officials
of the court to state his religious views. Compare it to the
Supreme Court, which has a
panel of judges and not just one.

APPLY

WHY DO PEOPLE WORSHIP
IDOLS?
People worship idols because
they are unwilling to submit
to who God is (Rom 1:21–23).
Ultimately, they kick God off
the throne of their hearts and
exalt themselves by placing an
idol there instead of God. Since
the idol is only the work of their
imagination, they ultimately
exalt not an idol but themselves.
This is like a child who doesn’t
want to obey his father. Because
he wants to escape his father’s
commands, the child says to the
father, “You are not my father.
I will no longer listen to you.”
The child then continues in his
rebellion by taking an action
figure and saying to it, “You are
my father. I will do whatever you
tell me.” However, no matter
what the child says or does, he
cannot change the fact that his
father is his father. The idolater is
even more foolish than this child.

LESSON 38
God protects Paul
ACTS 27:1–44

LESSON 38

Trust God to keep His promises.

“And he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must
stand before Caesar. And behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.’ So take
heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be
exactly as I have been told” (Acts 27:24–25).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. God is in control over nature and
trouble.
2. God gives good promises.
3. God keeps His promises.
4. God makes sure the gospel spreads.
5. Godly leaders trust God’s promises and
providence.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Describe the storm.
State two promises God made to Paul.
Explain how God was faithful.
Explain God’s providence in displaying
the gospel through trouble.
5. Evaluate Paul’s leadership based on
God’s promises.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
God protects Paul • Acts 27:1–44

Lesson Summary
God promised that Paul would tell about Jesus in Rome, but a terrible storm threatened
to kill him. During the storm God affirmed His promise and added that everyone on
board would be saved. Because God said it, Paul believed, and because Paul believed,
he proved to be a godly leader trusted by all the others. Then God did just what He
had promised—He saved everyone. God glorified Himself by proving faithful, and Paul
glorified God by being a faithful leader.

Spotlight on the Gospel
God used a storm to give Paul an opportunity to display God’s goodness, power, and
faithfulness to those onboard the ship. Because of Jesus’ promise, and because of faithful
men like Paul, the gospel has spread even to us. This gospel calls us to repent, and to
trust Jesus to give us eternal life, just as Paul trusted Him to save him from the storm.
When we do, God will shine His gospel through us just as He did through Paul.

T WEEK
LAS

Paul preaches in Athens
Acts 17:16–34

WEEK
THIS

God protects Paul
Acts 27:1–44

T WEEK
NEX

Paul testifies to the
gospel in Rome
Acts 28:11–31

THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH

LESSON 38

Lesson Commentary
Trust God to keep His promises.

The book of Acts is about God spreading the gospel
of Jesus from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth
(Acts 1:8). God did this through apostles equipped
with the Word of God and empowered by the Holy
Spirit (Luke 24:27; Acts 1:3–8). He especially used
Paul, but then Paul was put in prison in Judea. Would
this stop the gospel from spreading? Not at all. In
fact, Jesus promised Paul that he would be a witness
about Jesus far away in Rome (Acts 23:11). Two
years later, after governor Felix, governor Festus,
and King Herod Agrippa II all refused to release Paul,
Paul appealed to Caesar. This meant that Festus had
to send him to stand trial in Rome (25:11–12). But
if God’s plan was to have Paul tell about Jesus in
Rome, why did He allow a deadly storm on the way?
According to His providence, or His care and control
over creation, God sent the
storm to glorify Himself as
THINK ABOUT IT
Honor Jesus not just
the promise-keeping God,
in your final goal,
and Paul made sure to
but also in how you
display God’s glory through
get there.
his godly leadership.

God used a storm to get people’s
attention (27:1–20)
At Caesarea, Paul and some other prisoners were
assigned to a centurion named Julius (27:1). Two
of Paul’s companions, Luke (the author of Acts) and
Aristarchus, accompanied Paul on his journey (27:2).
On the first day they sailed north from Caesarea to
Sidon. The centurion Julius “treated Paul kindly” and
allowed him to leave the ship to visit the church in
Sidon (27:3). Already Paul had
earned the centurion’s trust.
THINK ABOUT IT
Paul’s trustworthy character
Godly leaders are
trustworthy, and
would soon allow him to lead
God uses them to
everyone on the ship for the
lead others to Jesus.
glory of Christ.
Because it was fall, the weather was already getting
bad. This forced them to sail near the coast of Cyprus
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until they got to Myra in modern-day Turkey (27:4–5).
There in Myra they got on a different ship, one carrying
grain from Egypt to Rome (27:6). Eventually they
came to Fair Havens in Crete where they waited for
better weather (27:7–8). But since the Fast (the Day of
Atonement) was already passed (27:9; cf. Lev 23:26–
32; Zech 7:3), it was October, maybe later. Sailing on
the Mediterranean was risky from mid–September to
mid–November and deadly from mid–November to
February. In stormy weather, the Mediterranean can
have waves over 30 feet tall! Paul, who had already
experienced three shipwrecks (2 Cor 11:25), warned
the centurion not to sail (Acts 27:10). Unfortunately,
the centurion did not listen (27:11), hoping to make it
to a more comfortable harbor in Phoenix (27:12). But
God was in control. He would arrange circumstances
so that the centurion and everyone else would listen to
Paul’s wise message.
As they sailed toward Phoenix, a huge storm blew
the ship away from Crete (27:13–15). They quickly
prepared for the storm, and they even threw some
cargo and even the ship’s tackle overboard (27:16–19).
Since the storm blocked out even the sun and stars,
the sailors could not track where they were. They were
now lost in the storm, and they gave up hope of surviving (27:20). But this was all under God’s control, for
He controls and cares for all creation (Job 36:26–32;
Ps 145:15–16). In His providence, God sent a storm to
create an opportunity for Paul to display God’s glory.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
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Paul led by faith in God’s promise (27:21–
38)
Now that their own wisdom was at an end, Paul spoke
up. Since he had been right not to sail in the first place,
he argued they should listen to him now (Acts 27:21).
How could Paul, who was just a prisoner, speak with
such conviction? Because he was not trusting his own
opinions. Instead, he was relying on God’s promises.
That night God had promised him two things: first, Paul
would survive because God wanted him to preach to
Caesar; second, everyone else would survive for Paul’s
sake (27:24).
This promise is the turning point of the story and the
key truth of the passage. First, it shows that God is
faithful: He fulfills His promises just as He says (2 Cor
1:20). We are not Paul, and we do not have a promise
that we will preach in Rome. But we do have many good
promises (2 Pet 1:3–4), and we can trust God to keep
them all. In particular, we can trust God to be with us
and give us success when we are committed to being
faithful witnesses about Jesus (Matt 28:19–20). And we
can also trust Him to give us the ability to be faithful
witnesses, without sin ruining our testimony (1 Cor
10:13).
Second, God’s promise to Paul shows God’s providence
as He causes the gospel to spread (Matt 16:18). He
allowed the storm in order to force the sailors to stop
trusting themselves. He also controlled the exact nature
of the storm in order to spare Paul, and He saved Paul
so that Paul could tell about Jesus in Rome. The book
of Acts is all about God arranging everything just right
to spread His gospel. And
while we are not apostles,
THINK ABOUT IT
we have the same mission
God commands
even the lightning
to tell about Jesus (1 Pet
where to strike (Job
2:9). As we do, we can trust
36:32).
God will give us success in
His way and in His time.

Third, the others on the ship were saved for Paul’s
sake (Acts 2:24). For the sake of the righteous, God
often shows mercy to the wicked (Gen 18:23–32).
Even just one righteous man can make the difference
between many being saved or destroyed (Ezek 22:30).
It is possible that through Paul’s faithful witness, God’s
promise included not just physical life, but even spiritual
life for many of those on the ship. We also can witness
faithfully, knowing that through us God can save many.
Fourth, God’s promise is
THINK ABOUT IT
the foundation of Paul’s
The prayer
of a righteous
godly leadership. Because
person is powerfully
Paul believed God’s
effective (Jas 5:16).
promise, Paul encouraged
the men that they would
survive. Also, because of his faith, Paul remained calm
when the rest were afraid (Acts 27:29). The sailors were
so afraid that they tried to abandon the ship (27:30),
but by this point Paul, the prisoner, had become the
real leader of the ship. The centurion listened to Paul
and everyone followed Paul’s example and ate (27:32,
35–36). Godly leadership starts by being convinced
of God’s promise. This allows the godly leader to be
calm enough to care for the needs of others. This also
motivates him to direct attention back to God, like Paul
did (27:35).

God saved everyone just as He had
promised (27:39–44)
As they listened to Paul, the men on the ship gained
hope. They even saw an island to land on, and they
lightened the ship so that they could sail into shallow
water right up onto the beach (27:38–39). But then their
hope was crushed again when they crashed into a reef
hidden under water (27:41). God used this as yet another
opportunity to show His power through Paul. Out of
respect for Paul, Julius kept all the prisoners alive, and
everyone survived, just as God had promised (27:42–44).
Then, after a brief stay on Malta (28:1–11), Paul went on
to Rome (28:14), just as God had promised.

LESSON 38

Lesson Outline

Trust God to keep His promises.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE
1.
2.
3.
4.

A huge storm threatened to stop Paul from reaching Rome (27:1–20).
God promised that Paul would tell about Jesus in Rome (27:23–24).
God promised to save Paul’s shipmates for Paul’s sake (27:24b).
God saved everyone just as He had promised (27:39–44).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. God used a storm to get people’s
attention (27:1–20).
• Even as a prisoner, Paul earned
the centurion’s trust (27:1–3).
• Bad weather kept the ship from
sailing before the stormy season
(27:4–8).
• Paul warned not to sail, but the
men did not listen (27:9–13).
• A terrible storm made them all
lose hope (27:14–20).

2. Paul led by faith in God’s promise
(27:21–38).
• Paul gained respect because he had
been right not to sail (27:21).
• God reaffirmed that Paul would live to
preach in Rome (27:24a).
• God graciously promised to save all the
others too (27:22–26).
• Paul was wise: he kept the sailors from
leaving and urged all to eat (27:27–38).
3. God saved everyone just as He had
promised (27:39–44).
• The ship hit a reef and began to break
apart (27:39–41).
• The centurion kept the prisoners from
being killed (27:42–43).
• Everyone got safely to the island
(27:43–44).

90

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
God protects Paul • Acts 27:1–44

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Where was Paul sailing to?
Rome.
2.	What scary thing happened on the way?
A huge storm was about to wreck the ship.
3.	What two things did God promise Paul during the storm?
God promised Paul would still preach in Rome, and that everyone else would be saved
too.
4.	What happened to the ship and everyone on it?
The ship crashed, but everyone made it to Malta and survived.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why was Paul a prisoner?
He was arrested in Jerusalem for disturbing the Jews by his preaching. He was never
released because the governors there wanted a bribe, not justice. So Paul appealed to
Caesar.
2.	How did the centurion show he trusted Paul while at Sidon?
Julius allowed Paul to go see his friends there.
3.	How did Paul show wisdom and boldness in Fair Havens?
Even though he was just a prisoner, he spoke up and said it was foolish to sail during
stormy winter weather.
4.	What did God use to get the men on the ship to stop trusting themselves?
A huge storm.
5.	How long were they caught in the storm?
Fourteen days (Acts 27:33).
6.	Why did Paul lead with such confidence, even though only a prisoner?
He found strength not in himself, but in the promises of God.
7.	How did Paul care for the needs of others?
He encouraged them to eat, and he prevented the sailors from abandoning everyone
else.
8.	How did Paul’s godly character save all the prisoners at the end?
Julius kept the prisoners alive because he wanted to keep Paul alive.

LESSON 38

Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES
Hold up a picture of a rainbow.
What promise did God make to
Noah, his family, the animals,
and all future generations? That
He would not destroy the earth
again with a flood (Gen 9:8–17).
What is a promise (God always
does what He says He will do)?
In today’s lesson, God makes a
promise with the apostle Paul.
Do you think God will keep His
promise? Does God always keep
His promises?
PROMISE KEEPER
Make a promise to the children
at the beginning of class. Talk
about things you are going to do
to help you remember to keep
it: write a note on the board,
write a note on your hand, tie a
string around your finger, set a
reminder in your phone, ask the
class to remind you, ask another
teacher to remind you, etc. Do
people sometimes forget to keep
their promises? In today’s lesson,
God makes a promise to Paul.
Do you think He will remember
to keep it?
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ILLUSTRATE

TOSSED TO AND FRO
To illustrate Paul’s ship being
tossed to and fro, take a huge
sheet and lay it across the middle
of the classroom. Place a soft ship
in the middle of the sheet, and
instruct the children to gather
around and place both hands
upon the sheet. As the class slowly begins to wave the sheet up
and down, the ship will begin to
be tossed back and forth. As the
tossing of the sheet intensifies,
explain to the children the nature
of what was happening to Paul
and his ship in today’s lesson.

APPLY

SAVED FROM THE STORM
Materials: White paper. Scissor,
brown copy paper, crayons, light
blue cardstock, yellow copy
paper, glue stick.
Directions: Use your hand to
make the shape of a boat on
the brown copy paper. Cut it
and glue it to the light blue
cardstock. Cut three sail-shaped
pieces of white paper and glue
them to the boat. Make some
thunderbolts with the yellow
copy paper and glue them to the
cardstock. (You can also make
the boat using you hand and
brown paint.)

TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISES
In today’s lesson, Paul is calm
and brave when all the other
people on the ship are upset
Saved from the Storm
and afraid. How was Paul able to
be so strong? He trusted God’s
promise. Illustrate this with a
length of wood four feet long by
four inches wide and two inches
tall. Have the children try to walk
the entire length without falling
off. Now offer your hand to guide
them while they walk. Did your
hand make it easier to keep your
balance? So do God’s promises
when we trust them.
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

WHAT IS A BROKEN PROMISE?
What’s another name for a
broken promise? A lie. When
someone is unable to keep a
promise, they fail to do what they
said they would do. This should
cause us to think carefully about
every promise we make. It also
points out something amazing
about God: He never lies (Num
23:19; Titus 1:2). He never fails
to keep His promises! If God says
it, He will do it.

PINKY SWEAR/FINGERS
CROSSED
Do the children know what it means
to “pinky swear”? A pinky promise
is the entwining of the little fingers
to show that a promise has been
made. Why do people do this? Does
this guarantee that someone will
keep their promise? What does
it mean when someone has their
“fingers crossed” when they make a
promise? Does crossing your index
and middle finger really make it
okay to break your promise? Finally,
what do these two gestures show
about us? We cannot be trusted to
keep our word. In contrast, does
God ever need to “pinky swear” or
“cross fingers”? Why not?

METAL BOATS, PART 1
Before the lesson, split the class
into groups. Give each group
some aluminum foil, straws, and
tape. Ask them to build a boat.
The challenge is to build a boat
that can hold the most pennies
without sinking. After the boats
are built, test each boat to see
how many pennies it can hold.
Set the winning boat aside to
use as an illustration during the
lesson.

METAL BOATS, PART 2
Fill the winning boat (see “Metal
Boats, Part 1” in Introduction) with
as many pennies as it can hold
without sinking. Make progressively
larger waves and watch what
happens: the waves crash over the
sides of the boat and sink it. Empty
the boat and fill it with pennies
again. This time, take out all but one
of the pennies, illustrating how the
crew threw the cargo overboard to
lighten the boat. Make waves again
and watch what happens. Was the
boat able to stay afloat longer?

APPLY

STORM IN THE SEA
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
tape, scissors, craft stick.
Directions: Color all the images.
Cut the boat and the people. Tape
the extremities of the boat. Use a
craft stick to make the mast, tape
it in the boat and behind the sail.
Cut the dotted line in the “Storm
in the Sea” page. Tape a craft
stick at the bottom of the page to
move it.

Storm in the Sea
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2

LESSON 38

AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

CASH ONLY, PLEASE
Hold up a check and ask the
children what you’re holding. This
check is a promise that you’re going
to pay for your purchase. So why
do many private sellers not accept
personal checks? For example,
many people selling cars will only
accept cash or a certified check
(a check that is guaranteed by the
bank). Many private sellers won’t
accept personal checks because
people fail to keep their promise to
pay. They write a check, but there
isn’t enough money in their bank
account to cover the cost of the
purchase—it “bounces.” However,
when God writes a check (makes a
promise), it never bounces.
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GOOD INTENTIONS
Have the children ever experienced
the disappointment that comes with
a broken promise? Many times the
person had good intentions, but
he or she was not able to follow
through. They wanted to keep their
promise, but something prevented
them from keeping it (weather,
finances, sickness, death, etc.). It is
not this way with God. He is able
to keep every promise because He
is all powerful (omnipotent) and
completely in control of all things
(sovereign). There is nothing that
can prevent Him from keeping His
promise.

ILLUSTRATE

ADRAMYTTIUM SHIP
Using the internet or Bible
encyclopedia, show the children
pictures of the type of ship that
Paul would have used to sail to
Rome. Point out the differences
between this type of ship and
modern-day ocean liners.
HIGH REGARD
Even though Paul was a prisoner,
he was highly respected by the
centurion Julius and his shipmates (Acts 27:3, 21, 31–37, 43).
Paul’s integrity and commitment
to God elevated him in the
sight of others. His respect and
responsibility is similar to the
treatment Joseph received in
prison when the keeper of the
prison put Joseph, a prisoner, in
charge of everything and everyone else (Gen 39:20–23)!

APPLY

IS THAT PROMISE FOR ME?
In today’s lesson, God keeps his
promise to bring Paul safely to
Rome. This promise was specifically given to Paul and concerned
only him and the other people
on board the ship. This is an
important principle to remember
when reading the Bible. Some
promises God has made with all
people, but some promises refer
to a specific person or group of
people. Illustrate this by talking
about different promises from
the Bible. Identify to whom God
made these promises. For example, God’s promise not the flood
the entire earth was made to all
people (Gen 9:8–17). However,
God’s promise about giving
Abraham and Sarah a son was
given only to them (17:15–21).
Sometimes God makes a promise
to a specific group of people, as
He does with the Israelite exiles
in Jeremiah 29:11. Consider also
God’s promise in Romans 8:28
“that all things work together for
good,” given to “those who love
God” (believers).

LESSON 39
Paul testifies to the gospel in Rome
ACTS 28:11–31
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The gospel keeps spreading,
but only those who believe it are
saved.
“From morning till evening he expounded to
them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying
to convince them about Jesus both from the Law
of Moses and from the Prophets” (Acts 28:23b).
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Supporting Truths

Objectives

1. The gospel will go out.
2. The gospel is good news.
3. The gospel spreads through
faithful witnesses.
4. The gospel requires a
decision.
5. The gospel saves those who
believe.

1. Describe how openly Paul could talk about Jesus
while a prisoner in Rome.
2. List three aspects Paul preached: the hope of Israel,
the Kingdom of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3. Explain why Paul defended his innocence.
4. Contrast the responses of Jews and Gentiles.
5. Contrast the results for those who believe and
those who do not.

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Paul testifies to the gospel in Rome • Acts 28:11–31

Lesson Summary
Even though Paul was a prisoner, he had freedom to teach anyone who would come
to him. He kindly preached to Jews first, but most left without being convinced. Paul
rebuked them for not having ears to hear the truth. Then Paul began teaching Gentiles,
many of whom believed, and Paul kept teaching the gospel for two years in Rome. God
used his imprisonment to powerfully spread the gospel.

Spotlight on the Gospel
The gospel is the good news of the hope of Israel, the kingdom of God, and the Lord
Jesus Christ. As the hope of Israel, it is the way to receive new, eternal life from God. As
the kingdom of God, it is being rescued by Jesus from the kingdom of sin and Satan so
that we can live with God. Finally, the gospel is about the Lord Jesus Christ: how the ruler
of the universe suffered and died as a human to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.

T WEEK
LAS

God protects Paul
Acts 27:1–44

WEEK
THIS

Paul testifies to the
gospel in Rome
Acts 28:11–31

THE GOSPEL SPREADS TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH

T WEEK
NEX

John testifies to the
exalted Jesus
Revelation 1:1–20
THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

LESSON 39

Lesson Commentary

The gospel keeps spreading, but only
those who believe it are saved.
Jesus was first preached in Jerusalem, then throughout Judea and Samaria, and then, starting in Acts
10, to Gentiles as well. Paul continued to spread the
gospel farther and farther west, until in Acts 28 he
preached Christ in Rome. By concluding the book
with Paul’s testimony in Rome, Luke emphasized that
the Gospel will continue to spread, no matter the
obstacles. As the news of Jesus spreads, those who
hear must decide how to respond to Jesus.

Paul kindly invited Jews to hear the
hope of Israel (28:16–22)
Paul and his companions had been shipwrecked
on the island of Malta (Acts 28:1). After spending
three months there, Paul finally arrived in Rome
(28:11–16). God had protected and provided for
Paul all along the way, and now in Rome God gave
Paul great freedom. Even though still a prisoner, Paul
was able to stay in his own rented house (28:16,
30). God’s purpose in all these arrangements was to
allow Paul to proclaim Jesus in Rome (27:24).
Just as he did in all his missionary journeys, Paul
spoke to the Jews first, because the gospel belongs
first to the Jews (Rom 1:16). God’s promises came
to them first, and He will never forget His love for
them (Gen 12:2; Jer 31:35–36). When the Jewish
leaders came, Paul first said he was innocent of the
charges the Jews in Jerusalem had brought against
him (Acts 28:17). Paul proved this by explaining how
even the Roman governors found him innocent but
could not set him free because of pressure from the
Jews (25:18–19; 28:18–19). Paul’s innocence was
important because Paul did not want his testimony
of Jesus to be spoiled by rumors that Paul was a
wicked person. A believer’s life should never give
unbelievers a reason to dishonor Jesus (1 Pet 3:16).
Because Paul desired to lead the Jews to faith in
Jesus, Paul evangelized (shared the gospel) in a careful
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and kind way. He made
THINK ABOUT IT
it clear that his appeal
Like Jesus before
to Caesar was not an
him, Paul was unattack on the Jews. In
justly accused by
fact, Paul showed he
the Jewish religious
leaders.
loved them very much
because he was willing
to be chained as a prisoner “for the hope of Israel”
(Acts 28:20). In the Old Testament, man’s “hope”
almost always referred either to God Himself or to
the life that comes from God. Ezekiel used this word
in his vision of dry bones (Ezek 37:11). Ezekiel’s
vision of God’s Spirit breathing new life into dry
bones showed that Israel’s hope was in God’s promise
to breath new, eternal life into Israel and restore them
to their land (37:11–14; Acts 23:6). Despite the Jews’
unbelief, the gospel has not changed, and one day
the hope of Israel will come true (Rom 11:26–31).
Like Paul, true evangelists show love and care
because they desire the very best for others. After
Paul’s defense, the Jews were willing to listen, but
it seems that they were skeptical. All they say about
Christianity is that “everywhere it is spoken against”
(Acts 28:22).

The Jews rejected Paul’s testimony
about Jesus (28:23–27)
Since they were willing to listen, Paul taught them all
day, showing that evangelism requires persistence
(28:23). He taught them the gospel: God’s Kingdom
and Jesus. God’s kingdom includes God’s rule over
all things (Ps 145:13), but here in the context of
the gospel it more specifically refers to the kingdom
of the redeemed, of those rescued by Jesus from
the kingdom of sin and Satan (Col 1:13). Paul was
thus teaching the
whole gospel: God’s
THINK ABOUT IT
kingship, man’s sinful
God delivers
rebellion against God’s
Christians from the
authority, man’s need
kingdom of Satan
and places them in
to be rescued from
the kingdom of Jesus
slavery to sin, Jesus
(Col 1:13).
the Messiah who died
and rose again in order

STUDY THE BIBLE LESSON
Paul testifies to the gospel in Rome • Acts 28:11–31

to rescue man, and the promise of eternal life in God’s
kingdom. This gospel is the good news that Jesus died
and rose again to bring people back to God, their King.
In order to persuade the Jews that Jesus is the
Messiah, Paul taught them from “both the Law of
Moses and from the Prophets” (Acts 28:23). Jesus,
Peter, and Paul each used Scripture to prove that
Jesus was the Messiah (Luke 24:44–47; Acts 2:17–36;
13:32–39), and the sermons in Acts are saturated
with Scripture. When speaking to those who knew no
Scripture, Paul still spoke the truth of Scripture even
though he did not quote
it (17:22–31). If you want
THINK ABOUT IT
Christians are
to speak the gospel to
people of the
others, you must know
Book—the Bible.
and use Scripture, because
Scripture testifies of Jesus.
Unfortunately, although some Jews were starting to
be persuaded, most left unconvinced (28:24–25). As
they were leaving, Paul quoted Isaiah 6:9–10 to rebuke
them for responding to God’s Word just like their ancestors had (Acts 28:26–27). God’s Word entered their
ears but did not change
their lives. It is not enough
THINK ABOUT IT
to know the gospel; the
The demons
gospel only saves those
know many truths
about the gospel
who are willing to trust it
and Jesus, but
with their lives (2:38). That
they are not
takes great humility (Matt
saved (Jas 2:19).
11:25).

Paul taught about Jesus openly in Rome
for two years (28:28–31)
Because the Jews resisted the gospel, Paul explained
that “this salvation of God has been sent to the
Gentiles; they will listen” (Acts 28:28). This shows how
God can turn a terrible thing—Israel rejecting their
own Messiah—into a great blessing: it was through the
Jews’ unbelief that the gospel spread to Gentiles (Rom

11:11–30). Even though the majority of Jews continue
to reject the gospel, they will not always do so. Israel
did not “stumble” so as to fall (11:11), Israel’s hardness
is partial (11:25), the salvation of Gentiles is designed
to draw Israel to salvation (11:11), all Israel will one
day be saved (11:26), and Israel’s coming salvation will
bring about even greater blessing for Gentiles than
before (11:12). Despite rejection by the Jews in Rome,
God’s gospel cannot be stopped.
For two years Paul continued to teach about the
kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. He taught
“all who came to him” (Acts 28:30), and his message
spread even to Caesar’s soldiers (Phil 1:13) and
Caesar’s household (4:22).
Besides teaching, Paul also
THINK ABOUT IT
used his imprisonment to
Paul did not
see prison as
write Ephesians, Philippians,
an obstacle to
Colossians, and Philemon.
speaking about
Even though he was in
Jesus.
prison, Paul had both
confidence and freedom to
teach the full gospel (Acts 28:31). Like Paul, we also
should make the most of every opportunity to proclaim
Jesus.
In some ways, Acts ends abruptly. What happened
to Paul and his appeal before Caesar? But the ending
of Acts is the perfect conclusion to God’s record of
how He spread the good news of His Son by faithful
evangelists empowered by the Spirit to preach God’s
word. Acts ends by showing that none of the gospel’s
opponents could stop the gospel’s spread. At the same
time, the end of Acts is not meant to be the end. The
gospel had spread to Rome, but there are still many
places where the gospel still needs to spread. So as
Acts ends, Paul’s mission becomes ours. Like runners
in a great relay race, the baton has passed from Paul
to us, and it is our turn to take the good news of the
gospel to anyone who will listen, whether Jew or
Gentile.

LESSON 39

Lesson Outline

The gospel keeps spreading, but only those who believe it are saved.
AGES 3–5 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Paul told Jews in Rome about eternal life in Jesus (28:16–22).
2. Most Jews rejected Paul’s message about Jesus (28:23–27).
3. Paul taught Gentiles in Rome about eternal life in Jesus (28:28–31).

AGES 6–11 LESSON OUTLINE

1. Paul kindly invited Jews to hear the
hope of Israel (28:16–22).
• Paul had freedom to talk to people
(28:16, 30).
• Paul defended his innocence (28:17–
19).
• Paul desired to speak of the hope of
Israel (28:20).
• The Jewish leaders wanted to hear
(28:21–22).

2. The Jews rejected Paul’s testimony
about Jesus (28:23–27).
• Many Jews came and listened to Paul
all day (28:23a).
• Paul used Scripture to teach about
Jesus and God’s kingdom (28:23b).
• Some were being persuaded, but
others did not believe (28:24–25).
• Paul rebuked them for being unwilling
to believe (28:26–27).
3. Paul taught about Jesus openly in Rome
for two years (28:28–31).
• Because the Jews refused, salvation
would go to Gentiles (28:28).
• Paul taught openly about Jesus for two
years (28:30–31).

100

TEACH THE BIBLE LESSON
Paul testifies to the gospel in Rome • Acts 28:11–31

Lesson Questions

Use these questions to teach or to review this week’s lesson.
Ages 3–5 Lesson Questions
1.	Where was Paul a prisoner?
Rome.
2.	Who did Paul tell about Jesus first?
The Jews in Rome.
3.	Did they believe him?
A few did, but most did not.
4.	So who did Paul tell about Jesus after that?
Gentiles—and many believed.

Ages 6–11 Lesson Questions
1.	Why could Paul tell about Jesus so much even though he was a prisoner in Rome?
He was allowed to live in a house, so anyone could come talk to him.
2.	Why did Paul defend his innocence to the Jews?
So that his testimony of Jesus would not be spoiled by rumors that he was a wicked
person.
3.	How did Paul first describe the gospel to the Jews?
He called it the hope of Israel, God’s promise of new, eternal life with Him forever.
4.	How did Paul next describe the gospel to the Jews?
He called it the Kingdom of God. This is God’s reign over all those Jesus has rescued
from slavery to sin and Satan and death.
5.	What did Paul use to explain the gospel to the Jews?
He used Scripture.
6.	According to Isaiah, why did most of the Jews refuse to believe?
They were not willing to listen. They heard the truth over and over, but their hearts were
hard. They did not want to be changed.
7.	By not believing, what did the Jews lose?
They lost out on spiritual healing and salvation.
8.	Did prison or rejection stop Paul from telling about Jesus?
No. For two years he told many people about the kingdom of God, and during that time
he also wrote several books of the Bible.
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Lesson Activities

Choose from the following ideas to introduce, illustrate, and apply this week’s lesson.

AGES 3–5

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

CAPTIVE AUDIENCE
Using real chains or chains made
from paper, chain yourself to a
helper or another child (guard). Ask
the children how they would feel
if they were chained to another
person all day. Show them how hard
it would be to move around. After
talking about all the bad parts, ask
if there are any good parts about
being chained to someone. Show
them how Paul could minister to
his “captive audience.” Any time he
talked, prayed, or wrote a letter, the
guard would see it.

GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES
God used Paul for a very special
mission—he preached the gospel
to the Gentiles. A Gentile was any
person who was not a Jew. The Old
Testament focuses almost entirely
on the Jews. Part of the new and
exciting message of the New
Testament was that God had a special plan for the Gentiles as well.
God wanted to bless the Gentiles
by allowing them to be saved and
to have a relationship with Him,
just like the kind of relationship He
wanted to have with the Jews. Do
the children know what adoption
is? Explain that God graciously
chose to adopt the Gentiles even
though He already had some very
special children.

GREEN MEANS GO
Make a traffic light out of black and
green construction paper. However,
make each of the three circles green
to show that that gospel is unstoppable. When showing the traffic
light to the children, hide the top
two circles behind another paper.
Ask the children what other two
colors appear on a traffic light and
what they mean. Show the top two
circles to the children and ask how
this traffic light is different—it is all
green! Explain that the “light” is always green for the gospel. Nothing
can stop it. Not even prison, as we
will see in today’s lesson.

EARS STOPPED AND EYES SHUT
Paul said the Jews were just like
their parents: even though they
had heard and seen the gospel
many times, they refused to listen
and obey it. Illustrate this with a
pair of earmuffs used to block out
sound and a blindfold. Put these
on and have the children try to tell
or show you something. Can you
understand it? This is how the Jews
responded to the gospel.

APPLY

MORNING AND EVENING
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheets, crayons,
scissor, glue stick.
Directions: Color the two sides
of the door hanger. Cut them
and glue them together. (For the
“evening” side, you can décor
with sticker stars.)

Morning and Evening
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 6–8

INTRODUCE

10 SERVINGS A DAY
We all know that it is good to eat
lots of fruits and vegetables, but
sometimes it is hard to eat as many
as we should. But not for you.
Proclaim that you eat 10 servings
a day! While you talk about all the
nutritious food you eat, take bites
of different fruits and veggies but
spit out each bite in the trash after
holding it in your mouth for a few
seconds. Continue to do this until
the children point out that this
doesn’t actually help your body—
you actually have to swallow the
food! Explain that this is how most
of the Jews respond to the gospel
in today’s lesson. They “tasted”
the gospel over and over, but they
never made it part of their lives.
UNSTOPPABLE GOSPEL
Give each child a maze to complete.
Put a picture of Paul (or write his
name) at the beginning of the
maze and write “Rome” at the end.
Explain that the gospel will spread,
no matter what obstacles stand in
its way. We will see this in today’s
lesson. Paul is in prison, but the
gospel is not. It continues to spread,
even while Paul is in chains.

ILLUSTRATE

GROUNDED
When people in America are
arrested, they are taken to prison.
There they live in cells behind
bars; however, in Paul’s case, he
was actually a prisoner inside a
normal house. He was not allowed
to leave the house, and was
probably always chained to one of
his guards. This is similar to what
it’s like being “grounded.” Have
the children ever been grounded?
How does this differ from prison?
THE GIDEONS
Do the children know about the
Gideons? It is a ministry that seeks
to share the Scriptures with all
people. The ministry began in
1908 by placing Bibles in hotels
rooms and still operates today.
Have the children ever seen a
Bible with the Gideon’s logo on it
in a hotel room? The Gideons, like
Jesus and Peter and Paul, understand that the gospel is based
on the Scriptures. Therefore,
they do everything they can to
get the Scriptures into the hands
of as many men and women as
possible.

APPLY

PREACHING ALL DAY
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2.
Materials: Craft sheet, crayons,
scissors, paper plate, brad.
Directions: Divide the paper plate
in two scenes, the evening and the
morning. Color the craft sheet and
cut it. Unite it to the paper plate
with a brad.

Preaching All Day
See Year 3 Craft Book, Book 2
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AGES 9–11

INTRODUCE

ILLUSTRATE

ARE YOU EVEN LISTENING TO
ME?
Many of us at some point have
tuned out our parents or a
teacher as they were talking to us.
Demonstrate this by day dreaming,
texting on a cell phone, sleeping,
or talking with someone else while
the children share with you times
when they’ve tuned someone out.
Even though we have ears, there
are times we fail to hear and heed
instruction. Unfortunately, this refusal to listen often brings serious
consequences. In today’s lesson,
Paul experiences this first hand as
he interacts with the Jews in Rome.
Their refusal to hear the gospel
brought serious consequences to
both Jews and Gentiles.

CLEAN, FRESH, WHITE APRON
Imagine you’re out to eat at a
restaurant and your server brings
your food to the table wearing a
filthy, smelly, old apron. Would
that be appetizing? Even though
the food might be amazing, the
presentation would surely impact
your appreciation of it. We also
make the gospel look bad by
living a disobedient, filthy life.
What kind of “apron” are you
wearing as you serve up the
gospel?

THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL
Remind the children that throughout Acts the gospel has spread
despite all opposition. Ask them
what they think will happen to the
spread of the gospel now that Paul
is in chains. How can the gospel
still spread? Discuss ways the
gospel spreads today: the Bible,
books, tracts, television, radio, and
the internet. Point out that we
no longer have to go in person to
share the good news of salvation
through Jesus Christ. Your pastor
may even put his messages online
so that anyone can hear them.

DRY BONES
Paul was in prison “because of
the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20).
The prophet Ezekiel used this
word “hope” in his vision of dry
bones (Ezek 37:11). His vision
of God’s Spirit breathing new
life into dry bones showed
that Israel’s hope was in God’s
promise to breath new, eternal
life into Israel and restore them
to their land (37:11–14). Bring
a chicken bone to class as an
illustration. What would it take
to give this bone new life?

APPLY

THE REST OF THE STORY
Although the outcome of Paul’s
first imprisonment is unknown,
Paul was eventually released.
Church history tells that after
Paul reached his goal of Spain
(Rom 15:24) he was imprisoned
in Rome a second time. Before
and during his second Roman
imprisonment, Paul wrote the
letters to Timothy and Titus. The
New Testament does not record
Paul’s death but church history
records that Paul was beheaded
at the command of Nero. In some
ways, Acts ends abruptly. But
the ending of Acts is the perfect
conclusion to God’s record of
how He spread the good news of
His Son. Acts traces the gospel’s
spread throughout Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, but when
the Jews reject the Gospel, God
reveals His plan for bringing the
gospel to the Gentiles through
the apostle Paul (Acts 1:8). At
the close of Acts, Paul continues
to preach in the power of the
Spirit and the gospel continues to
advance unhindered. None of the
gospel’s opponents could stop
its spread. The book ends with
a clear call to all who are willing,
whether Jew or Gentile, to hear
God’s gospel and turn to Him.

