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Community Group Leader Guide 

Reconciled [Colossians 1:15-23] 

LESSON & DISCUSSION POINTS  

Primer Question:  What are the most common views today of who Jesus was?  

 Tonight we’ll look at an important description of Jesus from Colossians 

Read Colossians 1:15-23. This is one of the most profound theological statements of 

Christ’s deity and work in the whole Bible. Let’s explore what it says. 

What are some qualities or characteristics of Jesus? What is Jesus like? 

 Image of the invisible God (v. 15) 

 Firstborn over all creation (v. 15) (see notes) 

 Everything created by him and for him (v. 17) 

 Existed before all things (v. 17) 

According to this, what are some things that Jesus does? What did he do for us? 

 Jesus holds all things together (v. 17) 

 Jesus is head over the church (v. 18) (see notes) 

 Jesus came back from the dead (v. 18) 

 Had all the fullness of God dwell in him (v. 19) 

 Jesus let his blood be shed on the cross and died (v. 20) 

Why did Jesus do this? 

 For God to reconcile all things to himself (v. 20) 

 For God to reconcile us (enemies) back to God (vv. 21) 

 To present us holy, without blemish,  and free from accusation (v. 22) 

What is the only thing we are expected to do in this whole passage? 

 Continue in faith and hope (v. 23)  
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APPLICATION 

There are many popular conceptions of Jesus today. (Reference comparative chart) 

 How does the Bible’s teaching of Jesus compare to them? 

 How does this teaching affect your own view of Jesus? 

Paul says that all people are “enemies in their minds because of their evil 

behavior” towards God. This is certainly not a popular belief in our culture. 

 What is a modern society/person’s response to this? Why do you think they 

respond that way? 

 How do the problems you see in the world make sense of this teaching? 

 How can you talk about this with people who aren’t Christians? 

Those walking with God are called to continue in their faith, established and firm 

in their hope in the gospel. 

 What are the biggest obstacles you see for faith? 

 What does it look like for you to hold firm to beliefs that others around you might 

question or oppose?  

 

PRAYER 

 

HUDDLES & APPRENTICES 

Model | Those you disciple desperately need to see what a life of worshipping this 

powerful, mighty Jesus looks like. Share how this picture of Jesus affects your life. 

Experience | Ask, “What is the greatest obstacle to your faith?”  

Debrief | Discuss how you can tackle this obstacle. Point to relevant scripture. Pray.  
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Study Notes 

Reconciled [Colossians 1:15-23] 

BIBLE REFERENCE  

Colossians is on page 638 of the Crossway Bible. Use this reference for newcomers. 

 

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND  

Image of God (v. 15) In Christ we see most clearly who God is and what He is like. 

Firstborn (v. 15) The meaning of this word is very significant. Other groups, such as 

Arians (in the early church) and Jehovah’s Witnesses (modern day), have interpreted this 

as saying that Jesus is a created being. This is not the teaching of traditional, orthodox 

Christianity. In fact, several church councils convened in the first 500 years of the church 

to establish what views on Chris’s deity and the Trinity were within the scope of Biblical 

fidelity. The Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) addressed the very matter of Arianism, 

composing the Nicene Creed in response. Nicea and all the other councils ruled that Jesus 

was not a created being. He is “of one being with the Father” and “begotten, not made.” 

So, how should we understand “firstborn”? Most likely the point is that Jesus had the 

sovereignty of position granted to a “firstborn” child. In a society that venerated the 

firstborn son, Jesus is being likened to having the rights and privileges similar of that 

position. As such, all things were made by him and for him, and he is head over them all. 

“In him all things hold together” (v. 17) Jesus Christ is the power by which the whole 

universe remains intact. “He is the basic operating principle of existence. The universe is 

not self-sufficient (as in the deistic model), nor are individuals, no matter how much that 

may deceive themselves into thinking they are. Even those who do not acknowledge 

Christ’s reign and those who actively oppose him are entirely dependent on him.”1 

Head (v. 18) “The metaphor ‘head’ designates [Jesus] both as supreme over the church 

and as the source of the church’s life.”2 
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Firstborn from the dead (v. 18) Jesus’ resurrection from the grave demonstrates his 

power over death and his new life. The “firstborn” language signifies that he is the first of 

many to experience this new life, which comes through him. 

Reconciled (vv. 19, 22) “The grim reference to Christ’s ‘blood’ and ‘cross’ brings us down 

from the lofty heights of preeminence and fullness to the squalid depths of human pain 

and suffering. These two words are combined to express cost and violence. Blood refers to 

death by violence; the cross refers to humility and shame… These last lines affirm, 

however, that God’s ultimate purpose is not to judge and to destroy, but to reconcile and 

to renew – to make peace (see Rom 5:1-5; 2 Cor 5:19).”3 

Fullness (v. 19) “All the attributes and activities of God – his spirit, word, wisdom, and 

glory – are disclosed in [Jesus].”4 While God has revealed himself through other divine 

manifestations, angels, words, and so on, it is only in Christ that God is fully revealed (cf. 

Heb 1:1-4).  

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

Comparative chart of religious teachings about Jesus 

http://www.religionfacts.com/jesus/religious_views.htm 

 

 

 

Provided to aid your study and preparation, these additional notes are adapted from various sources, 

including commentaries, dictionaries, textbooks, and the ESV Study Bible. 
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