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Community Group Leader Guide 

Suffering and Fullness [Colossians 1:24-2:5] 

LESSON & DISCUSSION POINTS  

Primer Question.  What is one possession you treasured as a child? 

 Tonight, we’ll explore what the Bible says about the greatest treasure. 

Read Colossians 1:23-2:5.  

Paul wants them to know that he’s struggling in ministry for their sakes. What 

does this ministry look like? 

 Centered on making the Word of God known 

 Proclaims Christ 

 Warns and teaches in order to present everyone mature in Christ 

 Fueled by power of God in him 

Paul emphasizes how this ministry for them is a struggle. Why is it a struggle? From 

this passage and others, what do we know about the kinds of struggles Paul faced? 

 Toil – hard , laborious work; devoted to accomplishing that task (v. 29) 

 Also involves suffering. 2 Corinthians 11 gives a catalog of hardships he faced 

One theme that Paul highlights is “riches/treasure.” What are the riches and 

treasures he mentions? Why do you think he calls them treasure? 

 All understanding and wisdom is found within Christ (v. 3). Knowing Christ more 

is like amassing treasure – the more we know him, the more gems, jewels, and 

precious metals we fill that treasure room with. 

 Jesus dwelling in them by faith is the glorious mystery for which God created the 

universe (v. 27). We forward to the day we will fully experience this in glory with 

God, which is of greater value than everything else in the world combined.  

Summary: When Jesus is your treasure, you’ll endure suffering for others to know Him 
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APPLICATION 

A major focus of Paul’s ministry then was proclaiming Christ in public forums. 

 What does it look like for us to “proclaim” Christ today? 

 What avenues has God opened in your life to share about Christ? What is the next 

step you should take there? 

We can probably all identify with feeling worn out by the end of a week. 

 What have you “struggled” for this week? 

 How can your “struggle” become more about others knowing Christ? 

There are a lot of things called “treasures” or “riches” in this world. 

 Who or what determines that something is a treasure? 

 Can you recall a time when you felt that Christ was more valuable than anything 

else? 

 How can we regularly live like that is true? 

 

PRAYER 

 

HUDDLES & APPRENTICES 

Model | Show those you disciple that Jesus is your treasure by the time you spend with 

Him and them. Invite the people you mentor to spend time praying together.  

Experience | Challenge those in your huddle to take the next step in sharing Christ with 

someone God has put in their life. Pray that they would be motivated by Jesus being their 

treasure and wanting others to share in that joy. 

Debrief | Discuss how that went and how you all are “struggling” in huddles  
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Study Notes 

Suffering and Fullness [Colossians 1:24-2:5] 

BIBLE REFERENCE  

Colossians is on page 638 of the Crossway Bible. Use this reference for newcomers. 

 

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND  

“lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (v. 24) From the ESV Study Bible notes1: 

  

 

 

 

 

Mystery (v. 27 ) Something previously concealed but now revealed.2 While some of what 

the Messiah would be like was revealed in the prophets, no one could have imagined how 

amazingly God would bring salvation the way he did through Christ.  

Good order (v. 5 ) Christian behavior or conduct. 

  

Provided to aid your study and preparation, these additional notes are adapted from various sources, 

including commentaries, dictionaries, textbooks, and the ESV Study Bible. 

 

                                                           
1
 ESV Study Bible (Wheaton: Crossway, 2008), v. Col 1:24. 

2
 F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, 2nd Revised edition edition, New 

International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1984), 84. 

“This does not imply that there is a deficiency in Christ’s atoning death and suffering 

on the cross, which would contradict the central message of this letter and all the rest 

of Scripture as well (cf. Heb 9:12, 24-26; 10:14). Christ’s sufferings are in fact 

sufficient, and nothing of one’s own can be added to secure salvation. What was 

“lacking” in Christ’s affliciations was the future suffering of all who (like Paul) will 

experience great affliction for the sake of the gospel, as Paul described, e.f. in 2 Cor 

1:8-19.” 


