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Community Group Leader Guide 

Killing Idols & Conflict [Colossians 3:1-11] 

LESSON & DISCUSSION POINTS  

Primer Question:  What is one of the biggest changes you’ve experienced in your life? 

 Tonight we’ll explore how following Christ results in a changed life 

Read Colossians 3:1-11. Before Paul launches into how Christians are to live, he reminds 

them of why they live differently. What are some reasons in this passage? 

 You have been raised to new life with Christ 

 You died to yourself 

 Your life is hidden with Christ in God – it is secure 

 You look forward to when Christ returns and you will be with him 

Christians are to keep the big picture in mind by setting our minds on things 

above. What does this mean and look like? Why do you think that’s important? 

 Focusing the desire, love of our hearts and minds on God. Essentially, living to love 

and worship God with all our lives, inner and outer. 

 We are inclined to focus on what’s immediately visible. And what’s immediately 

gratifying. But these things don’t last. What ultimately matters, and what 

ultimately satisfies, is knowing God. 

There are two main lists of behavior we’re told to “put to death” here. They 

primarily revolve around sexual immorality and conflict. Why are these types of sin 

such a big deal? How are they connected with “idolatry”? 

 Regardless of age, race, gender, or culture, they are temptations that people face. 

They are timeless struggles because they are human struggles with sin. 

 At the core, sexual sin, greed, and conflict arise because something else is being 

prized more than God. That comes out in the way people behave. 

[Leave extended time for application]  
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APPLICATION 

Identity 

 If you had 2 minutes to describe who you are to someone, what would you say?  

o Your answer shows what you base your identity upon. 

 If your whole life was about following Jesus, in what ways would your perspective 

on life change? 

Sexuality/Covetousness 

 What are areas of lust and covetousness in your life? (Note: This question may be 

more appropriate for huddles. I leave this decision to the discretion of the leader, but 

make sure you talk about it somewhere!) 

 How can God become the center of your worship rather than those things? 

Conflict 

 What are sources of conflict in your life?  

 How can the gospel apply to those inner and outer struggles? 

 

PRAYER 

 

HUDDLES & APPRENTICES 

Model | To open up about deep struggles, others need to see you open up. 

Experience | Encourage your group to pay attention this week to how the desires of their 

hearts get expressed in their behavior. Ask them to pray for God to be the desire of their 

hearts and to change the way they live. 

Debrief | Discuss and pray about in huddles  
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Study Notes 

Killing Idols & Conflict [Colossians 3:1-11] 

BIBLE REFERENCE  

Colossians is on page 638 of the Crossway Bible. Use this reference for newcomers. 

 

CONTEXT / BACKGROUND  

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

Redemption: Freed by Jesus from the Idols We Worship and the Wounds we Carry, Mike 

Wilkerson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provided to aid your study and preparation, these additional notes are adapted from various sources, 

including commentaries, dictionaries, textbooks, and the ESV Study Bible. 


