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Community Group Leader Guide 

Forgiveness [Colossians 3:13-14] 

LESSON & DISCUSSION POINTS  

Primer Question: When is a time you have forgiven someone, or someone has forgiven 

you? 

Read Colossians 3:12-14.  

Continuing the list of "new clothes" Christians are to wear, Paul calls the 

Colossians to show forgiveness to each other. How can "bearing with" one another 

follow from the first few characteristics we are to have (compassion, kindness, etc.)? 

 It's a natural extension of compassion, kindness, patience 

 It’s an act of showing mercy to those who aren’t kind, compassionate, or patient 

towards you. 

He tells them to forgive any complaints or grievances they have against each 

other, and points them to the Lord's forgiveness. Why is that significant? What did it 

cost God to forgive us? 

 God would have been justified in not forgiving us. We have legitimately offended 
him with our sin. 

 Yet he chose to love us and offer us forgiveness, at the cost of his Son's life 

 Therefore, no one who has been forgiven by God can claim to be "justified" in 
holding grudges. We have been shown immeasurable mercy, and must likewise 
show mercy. 

At the end of this list of virtues, Paul highlights love. Accordingly to this passage, 

what role does love play in the Christian life? Why is Paul's choice of words important? 

 "Above all" can be taken literally as "over all these clothes, wear..." love 

 Love should run throughout all of these virtues. It should be your attitude and 
ambition.  
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APPLICATION 

 What does a life of forgiveness and love look like for us? What instruction or 

examples come to mind from Scripture that can inform this life? 

o Consider Matthew 6:9-15; 1 Corinthians 13 

 What are the biggest hang ups with forgiving others? What makes it difficult? 

o How does thinking about the cost of God’s grace towards us help us forgive 

others? 

 How can we regularly remember Jesus’ forgiveness? 

 

PRAYER 

 

HUDDLES & APPRENTICES 

Model | Demonstrating forgiveness and love yields perhaps the greatest currency of 

influence. The people you disciple will see if your life matches your teaching. Seek daily to 

be showered in the love and forgiveness of God, that you may express it to others and 

lead them into eternal life. 

Experience | Take time each day this week to reflect on and pray over Christ’s 

forgiveness. Ask for forgiveness for your sins. Remember how Jesus forgives you. Then 

seek to show the same forgiveness to others. 

Debrief | Discuss in huddles how remembering Jesus’ forgiveness helped you forgive this 

week 

 

 


