
Devotional Guide | Week of April 13th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Matthew 28:1-9 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Our loving Father and our gracious God,  

Your name is Holy and Your presence is absolutely pure.  

There is none like You, and Your works are beyond compare.  

May we join with all the saints and come, to humbly bow at Your 
feet in awe and worship.  

We come before you on the basis of our risen Savior, Your Son, 
Jesus the Christ,  

Who truly is risen and is reigning as King of kings this very 
morning. 

Lord, in You alone we have our peace. 

In You alone, we know great hope.  

In You alone, we receive life – and life everlasting!  



In You alone, we rejoice that the sting of death has been swallowed 
up in victory.  

For You are the Creator of life, and the One who has conquered the 
grave!  

Focus our attention upon the marvelous works You have done, O 
Father –  

both in the sovereign acts of all of human history, 

and in the gracious redemption of individual sinners.  

Remind us that You are the God of great mercy,  

and that Your love is forever steadfast.  

Draw us to Your Son by Your Spirit,  

and be glorified in our worship, we pray.  

All praise, glory, and honor be to You –  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Our God Reigns” 
music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/Px_MIcIwLEw

https://youtu.be/Px_MIcIwLEw
https://youtu.be/Px_MIcIwLEw


 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ 1 PETER 1:3-9 

In this passage, Peter is writing to an audience that was living in an 
uncertain time. Many of them were Jews who became followers of 
Christ, yet were scattered throughout Asia Minor (modern-day 
Turkey). Being that they were followers of Christ in a land that 
wasn’t their own, they were strangers and aliens who constantly 
faced the trial of persecution.  

1 Peter is an encouraging letter to these early Christians that begins 
with a reminder of the source of their hope. Here, in essence, is 
what Peter says: Christ’s resurrection is the foundation for the 
Christian’s living hope, because it means eternal salvation for 
anyone who trusts in Him.  

Consider the following:  

“He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ...” (v. 3) 

Because of the resurrection, anyone who trusts in Christ is born 
again into this living hope. They’re saved! They’re new creations in 
Christ, sprinkled clean by his blood, and indwelt with the Holy 
Spirit in accordance with God’s eternal foreknowledge (see v. 2). 
Because Christ lives, we have newness of life. 

“...to an inheritance...kept in heaven for you...” (v. 4)  

The resurrection doesn’t just secure a new, regenerate life now, but 
hope of an eternal life to come. Those God saves are homeward 
bound. This is the inheritance for anyone who trusts in Christ! And 
unlike anything we could inherit on earth, this inheritance will not 



perish. It won’t change or be corrupted. It won’t fade away. God 
Himself is keeping it. Is there anything God keeps that won’t be 
kept? (In case you’re wondering, the answer is no.)  

“...who by God’s power are being guarded through faith...” (v. 5)  

God is not only keeping our inheritance, but he’s keeping us. 
Matthew Henry, commenting on this verse, writes, “The blessing 
here promised is preservation: you are kept; the author of it is God.” 
What a remarkable promise! If God promises that He will, by His 
own power, guard us through faith to our inheritance (v. 5)—then 
He will do it. Period. He will bring us to the day when our salvation 
is fully, finally, eternally realized. 

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you have been 
grieved by various trials...” (v. 6)  

This living hope was enough for Peter’s audience to rejoice, even in 
the midst of life’s trials. In fact, the trials, through God’s providence, 
were simply proving their hope (i.e. faith) to be genuine.  

It’s no different for us now, in the midst of the current pandemic. It’s 
no different for us who, Covid Crisis aside, have our own fair share 
of various trials in our marriage, our  family, our job, our doubts, 
our temptations, our [insert thorn-in-the-flesh-that-won’t-leave- us 
here...]. After all, will the immutable God be unfaithful to His 
covenant promise for us?  Will the all-powerful God fail in 
accomplishing His purpose to bring His elect, whom He chose 
before the foundation of the world, into their inheritance He has 
prepared for them? Will God lose that which He keeps? Far be it 
from us to think so.  

God is the author of our living hope, and He never changes. And 
our living hope is built on the sure foundation of Christ’s 
resurrection. Yes, this hope will be tested through the trials of life, 
but no, it will not die. It’s our hope which causes us to see that trials 



are not outside of God’s providence, and that they’re actually 
necessary (“...though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been grieved by various trials...” v. 6). God won’t let these 
opportunities for our refining be wasted. God is purifying us in the 
midst of hardships, and proving that the faith He’s produced in us is 
certifiably genuine. The hardships we face now—and the faith that 
God produces through them—will make the revelation of Jesus 
Christ that much more tremendous. Praise, honor and glory will 
burst forth the moment we see Jesus and know that we are finally 
home (v. 7).  

Relief.  

We may be face to face with trials today. But that doesn’t change 
the fact that the resurrection means we’ll be face to face with Jesus 
someday. The trials we encounter in this life are but ‘for a little 
while’. And in the midst of them, God is guarding us through faith
—a living hope—to our inheritance. And this living hope, as crazy 
as it seems, causes us to love, believe, and rejoice in Him Whom 
we’ve not yet seen, as we consider that the outcome of our faith in 
Him is absolutely certain: the salvation of our souls. Forever. In this, 
friends, rejoice!  

“Now I know in part; then I shall know fully...” (1 Cor. 13:12) 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

If you are a follower of Christ, what does it mean to say that you are 
born again to a living hope?   

We often don’t consider Christ’s resurrection in association with the 
trials we face in life. We usually don’t think to connect the two. 



Why do you think this is? How can considering the resurrection, 
along with its implications for you, change the way you look at a 
trial you may currently be facing?   

How does it assure you to know that it’s God’s power, not your 
own, that’s guarding you through faith to salvation’s final 
fulfillment? Explain.   

The false prosperity gospel assumes that if you’re suffering, it’s 
because you’re in sin or don’t have enough faith, and that if you’d 
just get right with God, you’d enjoy blessing and prosperity. How 
does this passage expose the falseness of such a teaching?   

At first it may seem like bad news to hear that trials in this life are 
necessary. But how can it actually help us to know that they’re 
necessary? What should the outcome of our trials be?   

Why do you think that faith resulting from trials would result in 
praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ?   

RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Hope has a Name” 
music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/DohShCMjvXI 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

So often, we are mellow-headed about Your truth,  

https://youtu.be/DohShCMjvXI
https://youtu.be/DohShCMjvXI


as we can become so calloused to the familiar stories from Your 
Word.  

And so we pray that by Your living Word, sharper than any two-
edged sword,  

You pierce our hearts this morning – laying us bare before Your 
altar,  

flowing with an outpouring of praise and thanksgiving to the glory 
of our God.  

Lord God, we confess that it can be easy to not rejoice in You.  

Too often we are not motivated to sing Your praises,  

since we have become so distracted and obsessed with the things of 
this world.  

We praise unworthy things, fixate upon lesser treasures, and 
meditate upon things that will vanish.  

We focus on the news, and desire all the new things.  

We lust after the things of the flesh, despite your clear command 
not to.  

We exchange the glory of the incorruptible God for images 
resembling created beings.  

We have become fools, averting our eyes from Your promises and 
Your splendor. 

We almost never marvel at the Potter – giving proper thanks for His 
work –  



but rather find ourselves stupidly gazing at a lump of dirt with 
drooling mouths hanging open.  

Father, You designed Your creation to be filled with things that 
embody both death and resurrection. 

The caterpillar must end its life, in order to emerge from its 
wrappings as a winged butterfly.  

The seed that is buried and placed in the ground, sprouts forth in 
springtime filled with glorious new life.  

So too, Your tender mercy causes rebellious sinners to be born 
again into a living hope – but first, we must die.  

Die to ourselves. Die to sin. Die to that which enslaves us.  

We know this because of the Word You spoke through Your Son,  

and the death and burial that Jesus suffered and endured on our 
behalf.  

Though He was innocent, we are guilty.  

We confess that we are worthy of death,  

and that our spirits desperately need You –  

the only One with the power to resurrect the dead and give life.  

You are the One who searches our hearts and knows our thoughts –  

If there are any grievous ways found within us,  



turn us and lead us into the ways everlasting.  

Lord please sanctify us from our sin,  

for it is in Jesus name we confess and pray, Amen. 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself.” 2 Cor. 5:17-18 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Here’s My Heart Lord” 
music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/5IxaEZD02wY

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Continue to pray for those in our community infected with 
COVID-19 and our healthcare workers who are providing a 
critical service.  

• Pray for individuals who are isolated to find joy in the 
presence of the Lord and to be productive for His kingdom.  

https://youtu.be/5IxaEZD02wY
https://youtu.be/5IxaEZD02wY


• Pray for couples and families who are spending more time 
together to love, honor, and serve one another.  

• Pray for our brothers and sisters of the Renovation Church.  
Please pray for:  

• The health of people in their congregation.  

• Those who have lost their jobs and struggle to navigate the 
unemployment system. 

• Their witness to the hope and power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“NOW TO HIM WHO IS ABLE TO KEEP YOU FROM STUMBLING 
AND TO PRESENT YOU BLAMELESS BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF 
HIS GLORY WITH GREAT JOY, TO THE ONLY GOD, OUR 
SAVIOR, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, BE GLORY, 
MAJESTY, DOMINION, AND AUTHORITY, BEFORE ALL TIME 
AND NOW AND  FOREVER. AMEN.” JUDE 24-25 

Words to Live By for April 

[25] Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

John 11:25


