
Devotional Guide | Week of April 20th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Isaiah 35 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Almighty Creator God,  

We worship You because You alone are worthy of all honor and 
praise.  

You alone are holy, sovereign over all creation, and good.  

You alone are majestic and glorious.  

You are ever faithful to keep Your covenant with Your people.  

You have made the perfect and only way for us to come to You in 
prayer and in worship today, through the blood of Your Son Jesus, 
who paid our ransom.  

You strengthen Your people when they are weak.  

You remove fear from Your people when they are anxious, because 
You promise to return and put a full end to sin, and to make right all 
that is broken today.  

You come to Your people and You save them. You sent Your Son 
once to defeat sin and death, and You will send Him again to 



consummate Your decrees and bring Your people to their 
inheritance. You have saved, and You will save.  

You open the eyes of the blind, You make the deaf hear, and You 
make the lame walk.  

You renew and You restore Your people and Your creation.  

You make a Way of holiness for Your people, a Way in which You 
graciously give protection and provision to a people undeserving.  

You bring Your redeemed people everlasting joy as You remove their 
sorrow and replace it with singing. 

God, we praise You that you would allow us to behold You in this 
way, to see Your glory and majesty, and to see Your justice and 
mercy. Open our eyes this morning as we look to Your Word, to 
behold wonderful things out of Your law, for the sake of Your holy 
and worthy Name. Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Jesus Messiah” 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/tdxSC1tHJn0

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ REVELATION 21.1-8 

https://youtu.be/tdxSC1tHJn0
https://youtu.be/tdxSC1tHJn0


The Book of Revelation triumphantly closes God’s revelation of 
himself and his plan for creation. The passage we are considering 
does more than simply bring a story to a close. It brings to 
fulfillment what had begun in Genesis. In Genesis 1, God created 
the heavens and the earth. In our text, God creates a new heaven 
and earth. Genesis records Adam and Eve’s exile from Eden, the 
garden paradise. Our passage describes the LORD’s welcome of 
some into a greater paradise, the LORD’s eternal presence. What 
had been undone in Genesis is gloriously restored and renewed in 
Revelation 21. Revelation 21 discloses that God’s plan to gloriously 
restore all things and all people to himself will, in fact, prevail 
despite the present plagues of sin and death. In Revelation 21, John 
sees a vision of what Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and present 
reign secures. It holds out something delightful ahead of us on 
which we can fix our eyes, minds, and hearts in the midst of pain 
and sorrow. It is intended to sustain us and cause us to stand fast in 
our faith.  

A New Creation  

John’s vision begins with the sight of a new heaven and new earth. 
This was established because “the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away.” While passages like 2 Peter 3:10 talk about the 
world being purged by fire, John indicates there will likely be some 
continuity between the first creation and the new creation. As one 
writer notes, “John sees a profound renewal of that which is already 
there, a heaven and earth which have been judged, purged of those 
powers which threaten them, now destined to be transformed from 
the very depths of their being.”* He also highlights the absence of 
the sea in this new creation. The sea in the ancient world was a 
place of chaos, unrest, and dangers. In a sense the sea stood for all 
evil in the world. The sea has no place in the new heaven and 
earth. 



“The holy city, new Jerusalem,” is a picture of the perfected people 
of God. We are presented to Christ without blemish (See Rev. 
19.6-10 & Ephesians 5.27).  

A New Dwelling  

After the announcement of a new creation, the voice announces a 
change in relationship between the LORD and humanity. “Behold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man.” The word dwell is literally 
“to tabernacle” or “to tent.” The Old Testament tabernacle was a 
tent that demonstrated the presence of God in the midst of his 
people, a place where His glory could be seen. The declaration that 
God will tent with his people is describing an incomparably 
intimate union. “He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” This is the 
great blessing of this new reality. A superior bond is created 
between the LORD and his people, one that we have yet to 
experience in full.  

A New Existence  

The One on the throne announces also a reversal of the curse of sin 
proclaimed in Genesis 3. Verse 4 says, “He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more.” Death along with 
its attending effects have been reduced to nothing in the victory of 
Jesus. Every tear will be wiped away. Hospital beds, pharmacies, 
and caskets will be a thing of the past. It’s hard to imagine a life free 
of fear, a life without sorrow, an existence where death is no more. 
Yet this is what is prepared for God’s people.  

A Certain Future  

John did not merely see a vision of a new reality. The One on the 
throne assures him that He is making all things new. With the 
words, “It is done,” we are assured that we can stake all our hopes 
on the truth of this. This isn’t merely something the people of God 



wish for. It is certain. So says the one by whom all things originated 
and by whom all things are completed (“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.”) and by whom everything in 
between the beginning and the end is ordered.  

A Gift Received By Faith  

This wondrous new reality is for  Only those who feel their need 
will seek satisfaction from the spring of water of life. And when they 
do come to Him to have their thirst met, it will be met abundantly 
without price. The LORD grants life to those who look to His Son, 
Jesus, in faith. He does not require works, effort, or merit. He 
simply requires that we see our need and see that need met in 
Christ alone. In contrast, those who reject God’s gift are rejected by 
Him and punished by eternal death in the lake of fire.  

*Ian Boxall, The Revelation of Saint John, Black’s New Testament 
Commentary 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

What’s the hardest part, if anything, of this text for you to accept?   

What’s the most comforting part of the text?   

How is the relation with God and humanity described? How does 
this contrast with previous times described in Scripture? How does 
this contrast with our present relationship to God?   

John is calling his readers to faithful waiting in the midst of a 
difficult life. How does this passage encourage faithfulness?   



How might this be used as an evangelistic text? In what way can 
you use this passage to share the hope of the Gospel with those 
outside of Christ in this present pandemic?   

How should the clear picture of the new heaven and new earth to 
come change things for us in the here and now? How should this 
affect the way we interact with other people, in what we prioritize, 
in how we function as a church?   

RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Christ is Mine Forevermore” 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/roQovDZeAWE 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father in Heaven,  

We come before You and confess our sins against You. We 
acknowledge how often we fail to love You as we fail to keep your 
commandments.  

We confess that we often look to the things and the people of this 
world, rather than to You and to Your Word for comfort and 
satisfaction.  

We give fear and anxiety strong footholds as we forget Your 
promises and Your presence. We do not think about the pure, the 
lovely, the commendable, the excellent, or the praiseworthy. Rather, 

https://youtu.be/roQovDZeAWE
https://youtu.be/roQovDZeAWE


we set our minds and desires on things that are fleeting, flawed, and 
worthless.  

We lose patience quickly with our loved ones, and we are selfish 
with our time and our space. We rebel against You by seeking to 
serve our desires before meeting the needs of others.  

We give in to our base desires of lust, greed, and pride. We look at 
things we should not look at, we spend on things that have no 
essential worth, and we exalt ourselves rather than exalt our God.  

Father, we ask You to forgive us for our sins and unbelief in the 
name of Jesus. We thank You that You have delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of Your 
beloved Son. We thank you that in Him we have redemption and 
the forgiveness of sins. We who are united to Christ by faith trust 
and rest in these treasured promises of mercy and forgiveness.  

We pray these things in the precious and holy Name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself.” 2 Cor. 5:17-18 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Your Glory/Nothing but the Blood” 

https://youtu.be/2FVlVdY8prA


music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/2FVlVdY8prA

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Continue to pray for those in our community infected with 
COVID-19 and our healthcare workers who are providing a 
critical service.  

• Pray for individuals who are isolated to find joy in the 
presence of the Lord and to be productive for His kingdom. 

• Pray for local business owners who are faced with the stress of 
difficult decisions that impact their families and their 
employees.  

• Pray for our brothers and sisters of the Grace Covenant.  
Please pray for:  

• The health of people in their congregation.  

• Those who have lost their jobs and struggle to navigate the 
unemployment system. 

• Their witness to the hope and power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“NOW TO HIM WHO IS ABLE TO KEEP YOU FROM STUMBLING 
AND TO PRESENT YOU BLAMELESS BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF 
HIS GLORY WITH GREAT JOY, TO THE ONLY GOD, OUR 

https://youtu.be/2FVlVdY8prA


SAVIOR, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, BE GLORY, 
MAJESTY, DOMINION, AND AUTHORITY, BEFORE ALL TIME 
AND NOW AND  FOREVER. AMEN.” JUDE 24-25 

Words to Live By for April 

[25] Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

John 11:25


