
Devotional Guide | Week of March 30th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

God, we cannot fathom the things you have in store for us, your 
people.  

It is you alone who has chosen us before the foundation of the 
world.  

It is you alone who has planned a way to make right all that was 
made wrong in Eden.  

It is you alone who has accomplished salvation for us.  

It is you alone who has purchased a people for your own 
possession.  

It is you alone who has cleansed us from our sin that we might be 
presented as a holy and blameless bride.  

It is you alone who will bring us fully and finally into your presence 
- into the holy city that is to come.  

Who are we that you are mindful of us or care for us?  

Who are we that you would dwell with us as our God?  

We are nothing, but you are infinitely great!  



You are our Redeemer.  

You are the one who has conquered sin and death.  

You are the one who makes all things new for the joy of your 
people and the glory of your name. 

Fix our minds now on Jesus Christ, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, Who is our hope in life and death.  

We pray this in His Name. Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Great are you Lord” 
music & lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZqV6i98SkA

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

Read Mark 15:1-47 

Mark 15:1–20 Having been accused before the religious 
authorities, Jesus is now brought before the irreligious authorities. 
Both Jew and Greek alike condemn him. In the presence of Pilate, 
Jesus does not defend himself; he is like an innocent lamb being 
slaughtered (Isa. 53:7; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:19). The crowd demands 
that the criminal Barabbas be released, instead of Jesus. In Barabbas 
we see a sobering depiction of ourselves: guilty, released from 
judgment as Jesus is judged in our place. 

Yet pain was not only the path for Jesus; it is also the path for his 
disciples. While at the ultimate level Jesus’ suffering was in our 
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place, at another level Jesus’ suffering blazes a trail that we follow.  
With what attitudes should we then endure suffering? 

First, we become more grateful for our salvation, by being reminded 
that Jesus’ sacrificial atonement on our behalf is unique and secures 
a reconciled relationship with God. Second, as forgiven followers, 
we learn that purity of heart, which is the fruit of Christ’s love for us, 
is crucial to enduring such suffering with godliness. Third, we 
humbly acknowledge that God’s people are being purified in 
suffering, so that they may better know and reflect their Savior 
(Mark 10:39). Finally, we trust God amid suffering, knowing that he 
who gave up his own Son for us will only do what is best for our 
and others’ eternities (Rom. 8:32). 

Mark 15:21–38 The crucifixion and death of Jesus are told in very 
terse terms. The death of Jesus (v. 37) and the tearing of the temple 
curtain (v. 38) are narrated in unison to indicate that the atoning 
death of Jesus gives his followers direct access to the Most Holy 
Place—that is, into the very presence of God (Heb. 9:24). Jesus is 
indeed the temple that is not made with human hands (Mark 
14:58), for in him people of all nations (cf. 11:17; 15:39) are 
welcomed into restored fellowship with God—the very thing the 
temple was meant to facilitate. 

Followers of Christ must ponder Jesus’ substitutionary death as 
divine judgment for their sin. We are humbled. For the severity of 
sin—nothing less than the torture and murder of God’s own divine 
Son—exposes the seriousness of our intellectual, moral, and 
emotional sickness and the depth of our human rebellion against 
God. Reflecting on what this all means, we are changed from the 
inside out; we become once again the humanity God first intended, 
approaching our responsibilities in life in trusting dependence on 
him and faithful devotion to him. 



Mark 15:40–41 As is so often the case in the Gospels, it is those 
who are socially marginalized—in this case, women—who prove to 
be most acutely aware of who Jesus is and the supreme worth of 
following him. 

Mark 15:42–47 Jesus is buried. Though at one level this seems like 
a mundane fact of the narrative, it is a crucial part of the gospel and 
the salvation that is ours by grace. Jesus was not simply mocked or 
insulted or wounded on our behalf; he was killed. Jesus underwent 
the death that is unavoidable for every one of us since Adam’s fall. 
Though each of us must pass through the awful experience of 
death, Jesus’ own death, with his subsequent resurrection, means 
that our death, while awful, is no longer a dead end. It is a new 
beginning. Death for the follower of Christ is an entrance ramp, not 
an exit. 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

What does this passage teach us about God? 

What does this passage teach us about the plan of God? 

What is your attitude when you are going through suffering? 

How often do you stop to think about what Jesus endured on your 
behalf?  Could it be more? Should it be less? 

RECOMMENDED SONG 

“The Power of the Cross” 
music & lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wcULqyoINg 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving Father,  

We confess that we have walked by sight and not by faith this 
week.  

We have been consumed with the things that are only seen when 
we should have set our gaze on the life to come.  

We have set our minds on the things of earth when we should have 
meditated on the things above.  

We have trusted in the things that have made our lives easier - our 
health, our finances, our freedom - and now we are starting to 
recognize that these things are and have always been temporal.  

More than that, we have doubted your goodness when you take 
these things away.  

When trials come, we labor hard to drive them away, not knowing 
that they are preparing for us an eternal reward.  

When our well-being is threatened, we are overcome with fear, 
forgetting that suffering should cause us to groan for our heavenly 
dwelling.  

God, we confess that many times we live like we would rather be 
here than with you. We seek and invest in the comforts of this life 
more than our future home.  

Father forgive us for not looking to the reward of being with you 
with restored bodies and renewed life. 



We recognize that though we have been faithless, you remain 
faithful.  

Though we have despised and avoided suffering, you entered into 
the greatest suffering that we might live.  

Jesus, in you we have redemption through your blood, the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

We pray all this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Lamb of God” 
music & lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QGNUDsQ6fI

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Pray for those in our community infected with COVID-19.  

• Pray for those on the front lines of our community testing for & 
caring for those with COVID-19.  

• Pray that our LORD would open our eyes for opportunities to 
love, serve, and share the hope we have in Christ in this 
unprecedented time. 

• Pray for our partner congregations who are facing many of the 
same logistical challenges as us, and yet are still seeking to 
find ways to shepherd their congregations effectively while 
continuing to administer the gospel to those around them. This 
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week, please pray specifically for our friends at Redeemer 
Covenant in Clay, NY 

May the God of hope fill us with joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 
Romans 15.13 

Words to Live By for April 

[25] Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

John 11:25


