
Devotional Guide | Week of June 1st, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Exodus 34:1-8 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Our great God,  

You have spoken and proclaimed Your nature to us. You are the Lord merciful 
and gracious, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. You forgive iniquity 
and sin, yet Your justice is sure. For this revelation alone, You are worthy of our 
worship.  

Let it be our confession today that You alone are God and there is no other. 
You are the King eternal, immortal, invisible. You are the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. At the beginning of time You laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You 
endure.  

There is no other worthy of worship, no other deserving of our praise. There is 
no thing and no one on this earth that compares to You. You have created all 
things for Your pleasure and praise. You made all things very good, and they 
are maintained up to this day by Your sovereign appointment. In Your hand is 
the life of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind. Everything in 
creation exists to serve you. Amen. 



 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"God of this City" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/cEFGr1S8SkA 

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 

The things we pray for reveal a lot about our desires. What are we praying for? 
Parents, what do your prayers for your children look like? Leaders, how are 
you praying for those God has entrusted to your care? What do our prayers for 
our unsaved friends look like? What desires are central to the things we’re 
perpetually going to God for?  

In today’s text, Paul and Timothy’s perpetual prayer reveals to us what their 
desire was for the church at Colossae going forward as they walk in their 
newfound freedom in Christ. The meat and potatoes of what they wanted to 
see is this: That these saints would walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
pleasing to Him.  

As we dissect this prayer together, we’ll discover what Paul includes as some 
of the trademark characteristics of what walking in such a manner looks like. 
Here’s what he mentions: 

1. Being filled with the knowledge of God and His will  

2. Living fruitful lives  

3. Enduring in God’s strength  

4. Thankfulness to God  

https://youtu.be/cEFGr1S8SkA
https://youtu.be/cEFGr1S8SkA


Being Filled with Knowledge of God and His Will  

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking 
that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him;”  

The words “so as” at the start of v. 10 lead us to the understanding that being 
filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding is critical to walking in a manner worthy of the Lord, pleasing 
to him. In order to walk in a way that pleases God implies that we are in 
touch with what He, Himself desires of us.  

This knowledge we’re to be filled with is meant to be relational, practical, and 
increasing:  

Relational, because it is God Himself Who fills us with such knowledge. He 
does this through His Word by His Holy Spirit. So as much as it’s about 
knowing about God and His will, it’s also about actually knowing Him 
personally through these relational means.  

Practical, because such wisdom is not meant to turn us into smarty pants 
Christians, but to instead equip us for normal, everyday life as followers of 
Christ. 

Increasing, because, well...verse ten says so (that’s as good a reason as any). 
Increasing knowledge of God is not just for those who wish to go to seminary 
and be world-class theologians and pastors. Anyone reconciled to a restored 
relationship with God is called continue to pursue Him daily through His 
Word.  

Living Fruitful Lives  

“...bearing fruit in every good work...” (v.10)  

A regenerate person walking in a manner worthy of the Lord is going to bear 
fruit: fruit of the Spirit, fruit in sharing the gospel, and fruit affirming their 
calling and election (see Galatians 5:22-23, 2 Corinthians 5:11-21, 2 Peter 
1:3-11). A profession of faith resulting in a fruitful life is evidence of the Spirit’s 



work within us as we keep in step with Him. To the contrary, faith without 
works is dead.  

Enduring in God’s Strength  

“...being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy;” (v. 11)  

A regenerate person walking in a manner worthy of the Lord is strengthened 
by God Himself, in accordance to God’s own glorious might, to endure 
patiently in this life. Trials, temptations, holding fast to the confession of their 
faith to the very end...God’s Spirit causes the believer to endure these things 
patiently, and with joy as they anticipate the glorious, eternal inheritance God 
is preparing for them.  

Thankfulness to God 

“...giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (vv. 12-14)  

Paul prays that in all of these things, these people would give thanks to the 
Father for the gospel. It’s a reminder that this is not about God responding to 
something we’ve done, but about us responding to something God has done: 
He has qualified His people to share in the inheritance. He has delivered us 
from the domain of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son. He has worked redemption. He has forgiven us for our sins.  

Apart from being empowered and led by the Holy Spirit, we don’t have it 
within ourselves to walk in a manner worthy of—or pleasing to—the Lord. 
God Himself must work in us, both to will and to do His good pleasure. As He 
does, the knowledge, fruitfulness, and strength His Spirit produces in us 
become the means not by which we earn His favor, but by which we 
thankfully respond to what He has already accomplished by His grace 
extended to us in Christ Jesus. 

Application  



Paul’s desires for the Colossian church are not just his desires for them, but 
God’s own desires for them. Such characteristics are fully pleasing to Him (v. 
10). Furthermore, they apply to anyone in Christ, not just the Colossian 
believers. They are critical to our own spiritual maturity and well-being, as 
well as to our bearing proper witness to the gospel.  

The stakes were high for the Colossian church. The culture around them was 
all too eager to pollute the gospel by presenting it as one of many ways to 
God, or by adding the bondage of works and religious observance into the 
salvation equation. Much the same, we live in the midst of a culture that’s 
chomping at the bit to dismantle or dilute the gospel. As Christians, we are 
called to be tethered to God’s Word, ever increasing in our knowledge of Him 
and His Will. We are to live fruitful lives, and to endure to the end in God’s 
strength with thankfulness. In all of these things, we thrive not only in our 
relationship with Him, but in our representation of Him to the world around 
us. 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

Of the four aspects mentioned by Paul (Knowledge, Fruitfulness, Strength, 
Thankfulness), are there areas where you’re aware of God producing them in 
you? Do any areas come to mind where there are opportunities for growth?   

How are you practically engaging in keeping in step with the Spirit as you 
mature in each of these areas?   

In what ways can immaturity in these areas be dangerous to us? In what ways 
can it be dangerous to our witness?   

How does living in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him affect 
our relationship with Him? How does it affect our representation of Him to the 
world around us?  

In what ways do Clay’s five discipleship outcomes (Pursuit of God, Fruit of the 
Spirit, Grace Story, Spiritual Gifts, and Stewardship of Life) help us continue to 
walk in knowledge, fruitfulness, strength, and thankfulness?   



How can the thankfulness Paul described in vv. 13-14 remind us that growth 
in these areas is a response to, and an affirmation of, what God has already 
accomplished? In other words, how do we keep our spiritual maturation from 
being about a works-based faith? 

RECOMMENDED SONG 

"Build My Life" 

music and lyrics: https://youtu.be/QZW4_8_zCBE 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Our Father in heaven,  

We confess our sin to You. We confess that we have been enticed by sin’s 
promises. Sin has promised us ease, comfort, and pleasure. Sin has caused us 
to question Your commands. It has caused us to question Your authority, It has 
caused us to see ourselves as gods, free to determine what is right. We confess 
that we have sought the desires of our flesh rather than our duty to live in 
conformity with Christ’s example; to do what He did, to walk as He walked. 
We recognize that so often we do not walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
bearing little fruit. We confess that we have abused the liberties that You have 
graciously given to us. We have used freedom in Christ as an excuse to satisfy 
our sinful ambitions and appetites.  

Often, the extent of our sin reaches far beyond what we often recognize. We 
have thought or said slanderous things concerning others. We have repeated 
false statements about others in an attempt to make ourselves appear better. 
We have harbored bitterness and anger towards others. We have lusted after 

https://youtu.be/QZW4_8_zCBE
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status, wealth, and self-preservation while neglecting those who are in need. 
At times, we have refused to submit to our governing authorities and resisted 
those whom you have appointed. We have gluttonously consumed things that 
entertain us rather than exercising self-control. We have conformed our lives 
to the patterns of the world rather than living as those who are set apart. 

Have mercy on us God, according to Your steadfast love. Wash us in Your 
word. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Though our sins are many, hear the assuring words of God’s pardoning grace:  

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now 
been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” Romans 
5:6-11  

In Christ Jesus we have been forgiven our sin and received reconciliation to 
God through His death. 



 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"O Great God" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/gOPbanJKWE8 

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

This week we are praying for our friends at Redeemer Covenant - a Partner 
congregation through CNYONE Church. They have asked that we pray for the 
following things: 

• Pray for the leadership of Redeemer Covenant Church as they 
continue to equip Christ's people to grow in relationship with and 
representation of God.  

• Pray for deeper relationships among their members as they continue 
in the work of ministry together.  

• Pray for Redeemer leadership as they seek to raise up new leaders in 
the midst of their congregation for the work that God has called them 
to. 

“NOW MAY THE GOD OF PEACE HIMSELF SANCTIFY YOU COMPLETELY, 
AND MAY YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT AND SOUL AND BODY BE KEPT 
BLAMELESS AT THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. HE WHO 
CALLS  YOU IS FAITHFUL; HE WILL SURELY DO IT.” 1 THESSALONIANS 
5:23-24 

https://youtu.be/gOPbanJKWE8
https://youtu.be/gOPbanJKWE8


Words to Live By for June 

Galatians 5:16 

[16] But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. (ESV)


