
Devotional Guide | Week of May 11th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Psalm 145:10-21 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name!  

We bless Your name and worship You, as our great God and King.  

You alone are worthy, and all Your ways are pure.  

For Your name and Your works truly are holy.   

You are great, oh Lord, and greatly to be praised!  

Your greatness is unsearchable, and Your kingdom will endure for 
eternity.  

As citizens of Your heavenly kingdom, You have called us to declare 
your greatness and to pour forth the fame of your abundant 
goodness here on earth.  

You have called us to speak of the might of Your awesome deeds, 
and to sing aloud of your righteousness!   

So, may we affirm in our hearts and confess with our mouths that 
Christ is Lord of all, and that Your infinite mercy is over all that You 
have made.  



All Your works shall give thanks to You, oh Lord, and all Your saints 
shall bless You!   

In each and every circumstance, Your grace and love deserve our 
highest praise.  

When success and victory are granted to us, let banners of praise be 
raised to Your glory.  

In trying times such as these, bring salvation to those hearts which 
sincerely cry out to You. We call upon Your name in truth - and we 
look to Your hand, alone, for our provision.  

Bless our worship to be guided by Your Spirit and upheld by Your 
Word.  

For we pray in the mighty name of Jesus, Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“He will hold me fast" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/936BapRFHaQ

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ MATTHEW 6:19-34 

https://youtu.be/936BapRFHaQ
https://youtu.be/936BapRFHaQ


This passage is taught by Jesus in the middle of what’s known as the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1). The two main themes of this 
passage are treasure and trust. It asks the questions:   

1) What is your treasure?  

2) Where is your trust?   

What is your treasure? (Matthew 6:19-24)   

Jesus is drawing attention to what people prize or value above all 
else. He does this by using the word treasure. Everyone has some 
“treasure”, the main object in life. This is the thing that your life 
centers on. The thing that drives you and the thing you pursue. 
What your main object in life is reveals what you treasure. And 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   

And Jesus is asking the question, do you want that treasure to be 
transient or eternal? To lay up treasures on earth is to give your life 
over to a selfish love of hoarding and storing up material things. 
Things that “moth and rust will destroy” and “where thieves break 
in and steal”. Jesus bluntly reminds us of the end of all these things. 
Everything we lay up will eventually end up with rust on it, or 
fading, or breaking down, or slowing down, or getting eaten by a 
wild animal, or stolen. Pretty encouraging. We know this through 
experience, and yet we still get surprised when it happens.   

That brand-new car, 10 years later, isn’t so clean and fun to drive. 
The new iPhone is awesome, sleek and pristine, until the iPhone 15 
comes out. The new refrigerator that you’ve been waiting forever 
for, ends up having the ice maker break three years in. Or, your 
house gets skunked and you have to throw out a quarter of what 
you own. That’s what happens to treasure on earth.  

BUT, Jesus says don’t live for those things. Rather, “lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven”. There are riches that cannot be lost 



in such ways. The riches that come from serving Christ, pursuing the 
Lord, and living for eternity.   

Then Jesus makes it a little more specific and precise: “You cannot 
serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24). Why? Because you can’t serve 
two masters. Because you cannot be completely devoted to two 
things at once. This isn’t an employee trying to work two jobs. 
Rather Jesus is making the point by using the full sense of the word 
slave, meaning to belong wholly. You cannot belong wholly to two 
things at once. You will either “hate the one and love the other” or 
“be devoted to the one and despise the other”. As one commentator 
says,   

“The stark alternatives make it clear that the service of God is no 
part-time affair but something that calls for one’s full devotion. 
Since money tends to draw people away from God, Jesus warns 
about it. It is no sin to have money, but it is a sin to serve (be a slave 
to) money.”[1]   

Where is your trust? (Matthew 6:25-34)   

Remember the main themes are treasure and trust. Do you treasure 
God more than you do money? If you say you do, then why do you 
worry so much about everything? Why are you so worried about 
your finances? Why are you so worried about your future? Why are 
you so anxious about your life? We are to trust in God, not our 
money-making abilities. We are to trust in God, not the latest 
projections on when the economy will reopen. We are to trust in 
God, not COVID-19 treatment options.   

Jesus says look at the birds of the air. They work hard (this passage is 
not teaching that we shouldn’t work hard, nor is it encouraging 
apathy or laziness). But they don’t sow, reap, or gather into barns. 
Yet they are fed. They are cared for. And please reflect on this: you 
are of more value than they. You are made in the image of God, not 



the birds. You are a child of God, not the birds. You have a soul that 
will never die, not the birds. And “YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER” 
feeds them. HOW MUCH MORE will your heavenly Father care for 
you.   

Same thing with the lilies and grass of the field. They are clothed in 
splendor that would shame Solomon. And you are of much more 
value than lilies and grass.  

There was an article floating around the internet last week of a 
Christian in Tennessee who had the Coronavirus. He was 
quarantining at home in his bedroom, not able to interact with his 
wife and kids. There was only so much reading and binge watching 
he could do.  

And as the virus advanced, his energy was sapped and he found 
himself just staring out the window. Discouraged and disheartened 
he heard some birds singing and was reminded of Matthew 6:26. 
He found encouragement knowing that the Lord took care of the 
birds of the air and that the Lord would take care of him. “Are you 
not of more value than they?”   

Being anxious cannot add an hour to your life, therefore it is 
unproductive (Matthew 6:27). Being anxious tries to deal with 
tomorrow’s troubles today, but today has enough trouble, it doesn’t 
need tomorrow’s trouble on top of it (Matthew 6:34).   

And so, Jesus points to where our focus should be in Matthew 
6:32-33. Gentiles or pagans or those who don’t know God, they are 
anxious and they seek after “all these things.” They store up 
treasures on earth. They are anxious about tomorrow. But “YOUR 
HEAVENLY FATHER” knows your needs. He will care for you. He 
will provide for you.   

But we are to “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness”. Our focus is placed on growing in the life of faith 



and the mission of the church, and to help others to do the same. 
And as we do that “all these things will be added to you.” While we 
are treasuring God and trusting God he will meet our needs. 

[1] Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, The Pillar New 
Testament Commentary 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

What do you value? What has this pandemic revealed to you about 
your treasure? Your heart?  

When your heart treasures something other than God, how does 
that affect your actions? How does that affect what you spend your 
time, money, energy, and thoughts on? When your treasure is 
Christ, how does that affect your actions, and what do you spend 
your time, money, energy, and thoughts on?   

How are the love of God and the love of money competing 
interests? Why can’t you serve both masters? How does love of the 
one reveal that you don’t value the other? 

What are you anxious about today? What are you fixating or 
obsessing on? What is consuming your thoughts, your 
conversations, your prayers? How do the promises of this passage 
apply to your anxious concerns?   

Why is it comforting to look at God’s provision for the birds of the 
air and the lilies of the field?   

What does it look like to “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness”, and then trusting God to care for you?



RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Be Thou My Vision" 

music: https://youtu.be/jdBnu7OXk9g 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God,  

In what can appear to be uncertain times, and even in the midst of 
various pressures in life, we confess that we have struggled - and 
ultimately failed - to keep our eyes set on You and the abundance of 
Your heavenly kingdom.  

https://youtu.be/jdBnu7OXk9g
https://youtu.be/jdBnu7OXk9g


Jesus was the only one to ever live a sinless life, but we all have 
sinned and fallen short. May we come in faith, on account of His 
righteousness, to confess our sins before You.  

We have looked to the things of this world as an end in themselves: 
for distraction, for satisfaction, for pleasure, and even for salvation. 
We know that money is not a god that can save us, yet our 
sacrifices and worship say otherwise.  

We know that fleeting pleasures have no value compared to Your 
glory, yet our browsing history, social media feeds, and screen time 
tell a different story. We know that a forgiving heart should be 
within every sinner who has been saved by grace, yet we allow 
bitterness and resentment to cloud our perspectives and destroy 
relationships.   

We confess our anxiety, when You have called us to trust. We have 
flaunted our spirituality at times, when You have instructed us rather 
to seek You in the quietness of our spirit, and to do so only in truth.  

We have been prideful and arrogant - making ourselves seem 
important and puffed up with knowledge of current events or 
hypothetical solutions - when it is only love that builds others up 
and effectively solves problems.  

Our actions and affections have placed our treasure in things that 
will pass away and fail us. Our flesh wars against us by stubbornly 
wanting to return to the things we ought not to desire. We do these 
things, and it is wrong in Your sight.  

May we be matured into an alignment with Your holy thoughts - 
seeing sin as sin, and by trusting in Your sovereign provision for all 
things.   

Heavenly Father, as disobedient children, we come in order to 
come clean about these things. May we confess our sins without 



excuse, and without fear of exposure before You. For your Word 
reassures us that whoever conceals their sins will not prosper, but 
the one who confesses and renounces them... it is he who will find 
mercy.  

We pray this in Your Holy Son’s Name. Amen.  

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10  

Having sincerely confessed our sins, let us hold fast to the promise 
of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"Great is thy Faithfulness" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/2eQ1oal44wU

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Continue to pray for those in our community infected with 
COVID-19 and our healthcare workers who are providing a 
critical service.  

https://youtu.be/2eQ1oal44wU
https://youtu.be/2eQ1oal44wU


• Pray for individuals who are isolated to find joy in the 
presence of the Lord and to be productive for His kingdom. 

• Pray for local leaders as they continue to consider the best 
way to begin to open back up the county and the economy 

• Pray for our brothers and sisters at Iglesia Missional.  Please 
pray for:  

• The health of people in their congregation.  

• Those who have lost their jobs and struggle to navigate the 
unemployment system. 

• Their witness to the hope and power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

• For their continued witness both locally but also abroad. 

“NOW MAY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, AND GOD 
OUR FATHER, WHO LOVED US AND GAVE US ETERNAL 
COMFORT AND GOOD HOPE THROUGH GRACE, COMFORT 
YOUR HEARTS AND ESTABLISH THEM IN  EVERY GOOD WORK 
AND WORD.” 2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 

Words to Live By for May 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

 [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 



  and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, 

  and he will make straight your paths. (ESV)


