
Devotional Guide | Week of May 18th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Hebrews 12:25-29 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Oh God in heaven, You have spoken in the past at many times and 
in many ways. You spoke through Moses to give Your people Your 
Law. You spoke through Your prophets to warn Your people against 
rejecting Your Law. But now, in these last days, You have spoken to 
us by Your Son, Jesus Christ. You have given us a sure and final 
Word in sending the Savior.  

You acted righteously in Your judgment of those who rejected Your 
prophets in the past and will continue in your righteous judgment 
of those who reject your Son today. You are the same yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow and You continue to warn that those who 
spurn You and Your ways will perish, but those who humbly turn to 
You will receive a kingdom that cannot be shaken. As those whom 
You have brought into Your eternal kingdom, we come before You 
with reverence and awe.  

You have every right to destroy us as we, sinners, come into Your 
presence, but instead, You look upon us with favor when we enter 
through Your Son. You have every right to reject us as we come into 
Your presence, but instead, You are pleased to receive us as we 
come with acceptable worship of faith and repentance.  



You indeed are a consuming fire, unquenchable by any effort, work, 
merit, or deed we bring before You, AND You are a loving and 
patient Father. You are kind AND You are severe. You are merciful 
AND You are full of wrath. You are gracious AND You will not clear 
the guilty.  

We now look to all of who You are as we enter into Your presence 
through Your Son, and by Your Spirit. Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“To God be the Glory" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/TD_9P9DB4pw 

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ LUKE 13:1-5 

Have you ever struggled to make sense of a seemingly senseless 
tragedy? Maybe it’s  something you’ve seen on the news, or even 
worse, something you’ve experienced first- hand. Our minds jump 
to the million-dollar question: Why? We seek to reconcile God’s  
sovereignty with His goodness: if God is in control of all things, and 
if God is good, why does He let awful things happen?  

In today’s text, some individuals bring up a horrific incident. Not 
many details are available to us, but we can deduce that Pilate 
essentially commanded the slaughter of some Galileans as they 

https://youtu.be/TD_9P9DB4pw
https://youtu.be/TD_9P9DB4pw


were engaged in worship at the temple, and thus their blood was 
mingled with their sacrifices. A seemingly senseless tragedy: God’s 
people massacred in their place of worship.  

In bringing this up, these individuals are essentially asking Jesus, 
“Why?” 

 Jesus’ response to them sheds light on three things:  

1. The wrong way to make sense of tragedy  

2. A warning for all people to repent  

3. A tragedy greater than death itself  

1. The wrong way to make sense of a tragedy  

Jesus, discerning their hearts, responds by saying, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, 
because they suffered in this way?” (v. 2). Going further, Jesus brings 
up another incident that the crowd was likely familiar with: the 
tower collapse at Siloam. In this terrifying event, a tower near 
Jerusalem randomly collapsed, crushing eighteen individuals, and 
burying them in its rubble. Again, the question is asked: “Do you 
think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in 
Jerusalem?” (v. 4)  

It’s obvious that the answer he’s looking for is no. Jesus was making 
a statement. He was exposing an erroneous logic on their part 
which assumed that the victims of these tragedies were somehow 
more guilty before God than others not involved with these 
incidents. The individuals that brought it up couldn’t seem to 
reconcile God’s sovereignty and goodness any other way. As such, 
they were easily led into thinking that they were somehow better off 
before God, since no tragedy had befallen them. 



Conversely, the same logic is at play today every time we demand 
an answer when bad things happen to seemingly ‘good’ people. But 
the problem with this logic is that it causes us to make wrong 
judgments about others, and, more gravely, about ourselves. It 
causes those with good fortune to think more highly of themselves 
than they ought to. Additionally, it does not account for the fact that 
afflictions and blessings are not always proportionate to our deeds, 
whether sinful or good. Scripture is full of examples of wicked 
people who prosper and righteous people who suffer. Nobody is 
exempt from the possibility of tragedy. And in the end, by whatever 
means, the same event (death) happens to us all, whether we’re 
‘good’ or evil, God-fearing or not.  

2. A warning for all people to repent  

Jesus’ response ushers in a warning for everyone everywhere: 
repent. Notice that Jesus didn’t answer by saying “Do you think that 
these Galileans were sinners, unlike the rest of the Galileans?” or 
“Those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: 
do you think they were offenders, unlike all the others who lived in 
Jerusalem?” Instead, it’s “...worse sinners” and “...worse offenders”. 
In other words, by default, everyone is a sinner and offender. The 
Galileans? Sinners. Everyone in Jerusalem? Offenders. It’s not a 
matter of who’s a worse sinner, or who’s a worse offender, but that 
all are guilty as sinners and offenders before God. Not once, but 
twice, Jesus says “...I tell you...unless you repent, you will likewise 
all perish.” (v 3, 5) 

Jesus’ warning is a wakeup call to realize that all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. None of us are innocent before Him. 
The wages of our sin is death. This is no longer Eden and our time is 
very limited. Absolutely none of us are above the need to repent.  

3. A tragedy greater than death itself  



Jesus is not downplaying the tragedy of death. But, Jesus does speak 
of a greater tragedy: “...unless you repent, you will likewise all 
perish.” A worse fate than death itself is for one to die in their 
rebellion. Those individuals will perish as objects of God’s eternal 
wrath. Jesus warns that apart from repentance, any other fate is 
impossible. If God were to let our sin go unpunished, He’d fail to 
be good because His holiness and justice cannot be separated from 
His goodness.  

Conclusion  

In the end, it’s our goodness that’s questionable, not God’s. And as 
long as we try to understand God’s goodness through any perceived 
notion of our own goodness, we’ll completely miss the point. We’ll 
continue to assert our own autonomy, and assume that we have 
some right to critique God’s own goodness when tragedy comes. 
But the fact of the matter is that we are not owed a sweet, trial-and-
tragedy-free life this side of heaven. We aren’t even owed an 
explanation from God when bad things happen (notice that Jesus 
doesn’t bother explaining the “why”, but rather, He deals with the 
greater matter at hand: the universal need for repentance). Jesus’ 
response indicates that what we are owed is something worse than 
anything we could ever experience in this life: eternal 
condemnation. 

Therefore, we shouldn’t be shocked by God’s justice. We should, 
however, be absolutely astonished by His mercy. Any sweet 
blessings that we do experience in this life are a gift from Him that 
we don’t deserve. And, to be sure, God’s good providence is indeed 
abundant in this life.  

Furthermore, God was not obligated to provide an alternative to 
condemnation. And yet, in His mercy, He made a way for our 
punishment to be carried out on someone else: His Son. If we want 
to talk about bad things happening to a good person, Jesus is the 



only qualified case study. He alone was completely without sin, 
and yet became sin for us. He was murdered in our place, so that in 
Him we might become the righteousness of God. Where is divine 
intervention and mercy in the midst of tragedy? Ultimately, it’s at the 
cross.  

Application  

A response is required, and only two are possible: we can continue 
to assert our own autonomy over God, or we can simply repent. To 
repent means to turn from sin and to cling to Jesus alone by faith for 
our salvation. The Bible promises that those who believe in Him, 
who persevere in faith and repentance to the end, will not perish 
but have eternal life. They’ll enter into God’s eternal Sabbath rest, 
where there will be no more sorrow, suffering or death. This is good 
news—receive it with gladness!  

If you have not yet turned from sin and trusted in Jesus, know that 
when seemingly senseless tragedies occur, the “why” may never be 
answered with complete clarity in this life, apart from the answer of 
the overall sin of man. God’s ways are certainly higher than our 
own. Additionally, the question of “why” might be a starting point 
for processing tragedy, but ultimately it doesn’t cut to the heart of 
the issue. There is a greater matter at hand that we should all be 
more concerned with: our need for salvation. Heed Jesus’ warning 
while there is still time.  

For those who have trusted in Christ, know that we are called to 
humbly hold fast to our confession by assuming a continual posture 
of faith and repentance. Anyone who seeks refuge in Christ in this 
way is safe from God’s wrath and can face this life’s tragedies with 
an eternal perspective. No matter what happens in this life, we can 
rest assured knowing God’s good purposes will be accomplished 
and that, as R.C. Sproul put it so well, “[God] has delivered us from 



the ultimate catastrophe—the collapse of the tower of His final 
judgment on our heads.” 

1 1R.C. Sproul, “When Towers Fall” Ligonier Ministries, originally 
Published for TableTalk Magazine. https://www.ligonier.org/learn/
articles/when-towers-fall/ 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

Have you faced a trial or tragedy that has caused you to doubt 
God’s goodness? What things did God reveal to you through that 
tragedy?   

What are the dangers of trying to understand God’s goodness from 
any perceived notion of our own goodness? How can we be 
assured of God’s goodness in the midst of tragedy?   

Why doesn’t God exempt believers from tragedies? Why does He 
not just punish the wicked with tragedies?   

How can a Christian know if he or she is truly repentant? What are 
some signs of true repentance?   

How is the erroneous logic of the individuals in today’s text similar 
to the teaching of the prosperity gospel?   

How might you use this passage evangelistically? 

RECOMMENDED SONG 



“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God" 

music and lyrics: https://youtu.be/8nbMfLQd2P4 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we confess that we have not always had right 
thoughts about who You are and how You relate to us. We have 
assumed that we control what happens to us - whether good or 
bad. We have thought that our current circumstances are a direct 
result of our good or evil deeds. We have lived as though we are 
the masters of our own fate. We have not understood that You, not 
us, are sovereign over all that happens in our lives. Because of this, 
we have gotten angry at You for the calamity we face, thinking that 
we were owed something better for being good Christian people. 
Because of this, we have also gotten puffed up in pride thinking that 
we earned all the blessings You've poured out on us.  

Not only have we believed that we're in control of all that happens 
to us in our lifetime, but we confess, at times, we have also 
believed that we are in control or contribute to our own salvation. 
We have had fleeting thoughts that we actually deserve to be in 
heaven with You because we earned salvation through a certain 
level of holy living. We have looked at others and the way they live 
and have compared ourselves with their lack of morality, believing 
we're better off than them.  

On the other hand, some of us have failed to believe that the death 
and resurrection of Jesus were enough to save us. We have assumed 
we need to continue to work to earn what Jesus already 
accomplished. Such an assumption has left us tired, worn out, and 

https://youtu.be/8nbMfLQd2P4
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in despair. Others of us have actually not considered eternity all 
that much. We have lived as though we have decades left here on 
Earth, not believing You can take us at any moment. We confess 
that we have not sufficiently felt the weight of coming before You.  

God, You are sovereign over our daily experiences (both hardship 
and blessings), and over our salvation. Nothing in life is guaranteed, 
and yet eternity with Christ is guaranteed for those who trust in Him 
to the end. We thank You God for the gift of repentance and believe 
that You bestow Your riches on all who call on You, for, "everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Romans 10:13). 
We pray this in Jesus name. Amen. 

  

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8–9 

Having sincerely confessed our sins, let us hold fast to the promise 
of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"Oh for a thousand tongues to sing" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/1FA4COxOdnE 

https://youtu.be/1FA4COxOdnE
https://youtu.be/1FA4COxOdnE


 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Continue to pray for those in our community infected with 
COVID-19 and our healthcare workers who are providing a 
critical service.  

• Pray for individuals who are isolated to find joy in the 
presence of the Lord and to be productive for His kingdom. 

• Pray for our state, county and local municipality as they 
monitor the reopening out certain sectors. 

• Pray for our brothers and sisters at Faith Baptist Church in 
Baldwinsville.  Please pray for:  

• The health of people in their congregation.  

• Those who have lost their jobs and struggle to navigate the 
unemployment system. 

• Their witness to the hope and power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

• For their continued witness both locally but also abroad. 

“NOW MAY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, AND GOD 
OUR FATHER, WHO LOVED US AND GAVE US ETERNAL 
COMFORT AND GOOD HOPE THROUGH GRACE, COMFORT 
YOUR HEARTS AND ESTABLISH THEM IN  EVERY GOOD WORK 



AND WORD.” 2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 

Words to Live By for May 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

 [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

  and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, 

  and he will make straight your paths. (ESV)


