
Devotional Guide | Week of May 26th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Psalm 98:1-3 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

God, You alone are worthy of unceasing praise. We desire to glorify You today 
as we are reminded by Your Word of the marvelous things that You have done.  

We consider the salvation You’ve accomplished - that You, the same God Who 
at creation said “let light shine out of darkness,” are working a similar miracle 
each time You bring a dead sinner to life. Your power to save, not man’s, is on 
display every time the seed of the gospel takes root in a heart and grows. Your 
power to save is on display every time You command the light of Christ to 
shine forth with brilliance in hearts once consumed with darkness. You 
command it and it happens! By Your Holy Spirit, this miracle takes place 
repeatedly, every day, in every nation as the gospel is proclaimed by the 
faithful witness of Your people to Your saving might. Your salvation is known, 
and is continuing to be made known, to the ends of the earth.  

How remarkable that You have caused the word of the gospel to come to us, 
and that those of us who have received it by faith are now listed among those 
descendants promised to Abraham so very long ago. We are so glad that we 
can rest assured that You will always remember Your steadfast love for Your 
people, that You will always remain faithful to Your covenant, and that You’ll 
never go back on Your Word or grow tired or change Your mind. You always 
faithfully complete that which You have willed to do.  



Cause us, with heartfelt thanks, to praise You for making Your salvation known. 
Cause us to rejoice that Your gospel continues to go forward and is producing 
fruit. God, for Your power to save, and for countless praiseworthy aspects of 
Your very character and nature, be glorified today in our worship. We pray this 
in the name of Your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"All Glory Be to Christ" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/I6P2R9aTAPI 

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:1-8 

Colossians is a letter from the apostle Paul and his co-laborer, Timothy, to a 
Church in Colossae in the province of Asia. Paul had been active in the area, 
but the Church actually seems to have been started by the work of a faithful 
man named Epaphras, one of Paul’s fellow workers. While the congregation 
had been thriving and growing in God’s grace, Paul wrote this letter because 
some had been deceived by a false teaching, one that looked and sounded 
sensible, based on strict compliance with rules about eating and other 
religious observances. Paul wanted them to focus on Christ who was clearly 
superior to whatever traditions and philosophies by which they might be led 
astray. He wrote intending for them to see the central place of Jesus in 
doctrine and practice.  

The Fruit of the Christian Message  
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Epaphras had brought a report to Paul and Timothy about the state of the 
Colossian church and it prompted thanksgiving to the LORD. In verse 3 Paul 
reports, “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you.” They expressed thanks for 3 characteristics of the Christian life 
that were manifest in the Colossians: faith, love, and hope.  

First, their faith in Christ Jesus was apparent. Verse 4 says, “since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus.” It was not merely a faith in God, but faith in God 
centered in Christ Jesus. This is an important thing to note. Faith itself is not a 
virtue. Faith is only as valuable as the object of one’s faith. An individual can 
have faith in a person, a government, an organization, or even an object, but 
that faith is only as good as the value and reliability of the thing in which he 
or she depends. The Colossian Church had rightly trusted in Jesus Christ alone 
for salvation.  

Second, their love for the people of God was evident. Verse 4 continues, “and 
of the love that you have for all the saints.” Note well that Paul calls God’s 
people, all of them, saints. By virtue of people’s faith in Christ the Spirit joins 
them to Christ and thus they are holy ones. God’s Spirit had done such a work 
in the lives of the Colossian Church that they cared for not only one another 
but presumably those in Christ’s body abroad. Their faith was expressed 
outwardly.  

And this faith and love that marked the congregation were a result of the hope 
the Colossians had for heaven and its joys. Their confident assurance of the 
blessings in store for believers overflowed both in response to God and to 
those with whom God had united them in the Church. In contrast to 
constantly living in submission to the tyranny of the urgent or simply waking 
each day to get through, Christian living is marked by a future hope, a forward 
gaze, a longing for what is currently unseen. 

The Nature of the Christian Message  

The hope that this Church was based on was the Christian message, described 
in verse 5 as “the word of the truth, the gospel.” In the last part of verse 6 he 
describes it as understanding “the grace of God in truth.”  



The gospel message is not something that is merely for Christians. It is for all 
people. That is because it is truth. The gospel is like medicine, not ice cream. 
That may sound like a strange statement but it helps us understand what we 
are claiming when we say the gospel message is truth. When we say, “Jesus is 
Lord,” we are not making a claim like, “I love Mint Chocolate Chip ice 
cream.” That may be true for you but not necessarily for me or any other 
number of people. That is subjective. It is personal to you. When we say, 
“Jesus is the one who has reconciled us to God” we are making a claim in the 
same way we might say, “I need insulin because I am a diabetic.” If I am a 
diabetic I can’t choose to take an antihistamine because that’s my preference. 
We don’t choose a treatment for an ailment like we choose an ice cream 
flavor. We must answer the question, “what actually provides the remedy?” It 
would be futile and dangerous to instead ask, “what do I prefer?” Either 
salvation is in Christ alone or it is not. It is not a matter of, “the gospel is true 
for me but not for you.”  

Paul wanted to assure the Colossian believers that though faced with 
contradictory teaching, they had trusted in the proper cure, the effective 
remedy, the only treatment.  

The truth of the message is that the remedy is by grace. The Colossian 
believers, Paul said in verse 6, had “understood the grace of God in truth.” 
Grace is central to the gospel message. The truth is that human efforts, 
sincerity, and morality are all woefully lacking as a remedy. In fact, they are 
no remedy at all. We are left with the disease of sin that inevitably leads to 
death, eternal separation from the gracious presence of God.  

The Messenger of the Christian Message  

The Colossian believers repented and believed because of God’s work in and 
through Epaphras. Epaphras, was, like Paul and Timothy, merely a slave or 
servant of Christ who had acted faithfully. Epaphras is a man many of us have 
not heard of previously or, even if we have, we’ve paid him little attention. Yet 
his faithfulness should encourage us. One writer helpfully notes, “God has 
committed himself to working through the proclamation of the gospel. The 
divine action takes up within itself both the work of the evangelist and the 
understanding of the hearers. When God works, humanity is not obliterated or 



bypassed but, through submission to the cross and all that it implies for 
preacher and hearer, it is enhanced, ennobled, redeemed.” 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

How often does the hope laid up for you in heaven enter your thinking 
throughout a given day or week?   

How might a focus on the hope laid up for us in heaven alter our 
commitments and priorities now?   

In what way would a renewed focus on the hope laid up for Christ’s people in 
heaven deepen our love for other Christians and trust in the LORD?   

How have you witnessed or experienced the love of God through Christ’s 
people at Clay Community?   

How should the fact that the gospel message is truth like medicine, not like 
ice cream, influence the way we interact with others? What, specifically, 
might you do about that?   

In what ways might we have minimized, obscured, or distorted the grace that 
is so central to the gospel? Describe what you think is so amazing about God’s 
grace. 

RECOMMENDED SONG 

"Build My Life" 

music and lyrics: https://youtu.be/QZW4_8_zCBE 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, You are the judge of all the earth, and You will always do what is right. 
Your judgements are always perfect because You are perfectly righteous and 
holy. There’s nothing about Your justice that is unfair, and were it not for Christ 
our advocate, Your justice would rightfully condemn us. So we confess our 
sins to You now, relying fully on the unmerited mercy and grace shown to us 
in Christ Jesus.  

We confess this morning that our own understanding of the gospel has been 
so easily tainted with a worldly view. We’ve cheapened down Your grace by 
fashioning it into something we think we deserve. It no longer amazes us. We 
live as if it’s owed to us any time we draw any confidence from our own 
perceived goodness, or any time we rely on human efforts to help ease the 
burden of our guilty consciences. So much of our lives are lived as if our hope 
is tied to our own human performance.  

And yet, our performance falls short 100% of the time. We always come full 
circle to the reality of the residue of sin living within us. Our own senses, our 
members, our minds, our affections--they all repeatedly prove to be snares for 
us.  

Our sin is treason, period. By it, we forfeit any claim to life. We do not, in any 
circumstance, deserve Your grace. Rather, we’re desperate for it. It is either 
Your grace, or our condemnation. Father, please forgive us.  

Thank You that by sending Your Son You have done what the law, weakened by 
our flesh, could not do. Thank You that sin has been condemned in His flesh, 
by His death and resurrection, and that the law is now fulfilled in us through 
faith in Him. Thank You that because of this, there is no condemnation for all 
who are in Christ Jesus. We pray these things in His Name. Amen. 

  



 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
[9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8–9 

Having sincerely confessed our sins, let us hold fast to the promise of the 
gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"He Will Hold Me Fast" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/936BapRFHaQ 

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

This week we are praying for our friends at Iglesia Misional - a congregation 
that we support to reach the Latino population of Syracuse. They have asked 
that we pray for the following things: 

• That marriages would remain healthy and strong during quarantine.  

• That the congregation would have peace, not fear in this season.  

• Patience for families that are struggling to homeschool because of the 
language barrier. 
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• That those who are currently out of work would be able to find jobs. 

“NOW MAY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, AND GOD OUR FATHER, 
WHO LOVED US AND GAVE US ETERNAL COMFORT AND GOOD HOPE 
THROUGH GRACE, COMFORT YOUR HEARTS AND ESTABLISH THEM IN  
EVERY GOOD WORK AND WORD.” 2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 

Words to Live By for May 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

 [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

  and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, 

  and he will make straight your paths. (ESV)


