
Devotional Guide | Week of May 4th, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Read Ephesians 2:4-10 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Almighty God,  

You are the giver of all good gifts. Who has given to You that it 
might be repaid them? From You and through You and to You are all 
things, and You are worthy of glory forever.  

Because of the eternal storehouse of Your mercy and love, we who 
were children of wrath and dead in our sins are now able to come 
to You as those who have been made alive, adopted as Your 
children through Your Son Jesus Christ. We long to make some 
return for this incredible gift, and yet we have nothing to offer 
except to rejoice in the fact that You have done it all.  

The whole work of redemption is Yours alone, and any good work 
or thought in us is the effect of Your power and grace, not our own. 
Our only boast is that which You have accomplished through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. His death and resurrection for our 
salvation is the confession that we, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, 
hold fast to by faith.  



In this time now, fix our gaze on Him. May You, the Triune God, be 
our greatest treasure and sole delight, for it’s then that we truly 
glorify You. We pray this in Jesus’ Name.  

Amen. 

 RECOMMENDED SONG 

“Great is the Lord" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/ocmCTU_rEeI

 SCRIPTURE MEDITATION 

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15 

At the beginning of Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles, in Acts 13:1-3, 
he and Barnabas are sent by the elders in Antioch to do the work 
which the Holy Spirit had commissioned them to do. We know 
from reading on through the book of Acts that this work was 
bringing the gospel to the Gentiles, establishing new congregations, 
raising up new leaders and then moving on to repeat the same thing 
over and over again from place to place. But earlier, before they 
were commissioned to this work, Paul and Barnabas were given a 
task that he carried on with him throughout his ministry. In Acts 
11:27-30, we are told of a great famine that would devastate the 
world. This famine would hit the Church in Jerusalem especially 
hard for various reasons and Paul and Barnabas were charged with 
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bringing “relief to the brothers living in Judea” (Acts 11:29). 
Throughout his epistles, we see him making this need known to 
audiences and encouraging them to give generously.  

The Church at Corinth was one such audience. A few weeks ago, 
we read how Paul encouraged them to view their present trials in 
light of the “eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” that lies 
ahead for them and for us (2 Corinthians 4:17). These believers had 
suffered at the expense of those who were opposing them and the 
gospel. One of Paul’s purposes in writing this epistle was to express 
his joy at how they had responded to his first letter, while at the 
same time encouraging them in the midst of the particular trials.  

A second purpose in writing this particular letter was to encourage 
these believers to complete something that they had joyfully begun 
a year earlier: the collection for the Church in Jerusalem. In the text 
we read, and then again in 2 Corinthians 9:1-15, he is explicit 
about them completing this task, and doing so with joy! It would be 
easy to think that during a time of personal difficulty - like the one 
the Corinthians may have been facing - Paul would have been 
“understanding” and given them a pass on a prior “giving pledge.” 
But instead, he knows that God wants to shape his people to 
resemble his character regardless of their circumstances. He wants 
them to continue to trust him, no matter what, and he desires that 
they would care for others in the same way that he cares for others.  

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-15, Paul uses two examples to model the 
generosity that he desires to see in his audience. First, he points 
them to the Macedonians. These would most likely be the believers 
in places like Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi (where he was most 
likely writing the letter from). These saints were giving joyously and 
generously in the midst of their “extreme poverty” (v. 2). They gave 
“according to their means,” meaning that they gave what would be 
expected for those in their economic situation, but they were also 
willing to stretch themselves to give even a bit beyond that (v. 3). 



They did this because of their commitment first to Jesus and then to 
His people (v. 5).  

The second example Paul gives the Corinthians is that of the Lord 
Jesus himself. In 2 Corinthians 8:9 he reminds them that for their 
sake “though he was rich...he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.” Again, he highlights generosity, only 
this time it is the ultimate generosity: Christ’s willingness to empty 
himself of his place next to his Father and take on flesh in order to 
live and die in the place of sinners so that they might be reconciled 
to God. 

Couched between these two examples of the Macedonians and the 
Lord Jesus, Paul writes these words: But as you excel in everything
—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our 
love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also (v. 7). His 
desire is that his readers would excel in demonstrating that Jesus is 
Lord. That they would live lives that demonstrated deep faith. That 
their speech would proclaim good news. That they would know the 
truth and would desire to walk in it. And, finally, that they would 
excel in the grace of generously giving of themselves to bless 
others.  

As we now read these words, especially in light of the 
circumstances that we find ourselves in, it is easy to see how 
readily they continue to apply to our lives as Christ’s people. We 
are currently in a difficult situation. For some of us, it is far more 
difficult than for others: some have suffered physically, some have 
suffered vocationally, some financially. Yet, God remains faithful 
and he continues to call us to trust him. He calls us to “excel in 
everything” related to trusting him regardless of these 
circumstances.  

One of the ways that we do that is to look to the needs of others, 
even in a time of personal struggle and difficulty. How can we, as 



the people of God, continue to be a “blessing to the nations?” Who 
are the people that we know that have needs that God desires to 
meet? What are the resources that God has entrusted to us to be 
able to meet the needs of our neighbors? Our city? Our partners - 
both locally and globally? May we seek to reflect the generosity that 
we have received from the Lord Jesus by looking for opportunities 
to give generously to meet the needs of others in his name. 

 QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

In your life, what was the gift you were most excited to give 
someone? Why?  

What do you think of the connection in verse 2 between joy and 
generosity? How is that experienced by the receiver? How is it 
experienced by the giver?  

In what ways does our culture fight against generous living?  

Describe how God has been generous to you? How has his 
generosity towards you reshaped your interaction with others? 

At Clay Community Church, we talk often about the stewardship of 
life, that everything we have has been given to us by God and we 
are called to steward all of that wisely for his glory. Take a moment 
to think about what God has entrusted to you. Is there anything that 
you are not stewarding wisely? Is there anything that he might be 
calling you to share with someone else or to give to someone else?  

Are there specific people or groups of people that you are aware of 
that need something -- whatever that resource might be -- that you 



or your family could be used by God to provide them with? Are you 
willing to help?

RECOMMENDED SONG 

“O Come to the Altar" 

music & lyrics: https://youtu.be/2XY82w1dTpo 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Father, we come as those whose hearts are slow to feel conviction, 
and as those whose stubborn wills do not easily lend themselves for 
examination. We go about our lives as if You do not know the 
secrets of our hearts, or as if our sin will not be found out by You. 
We fail to realize that such an assumption is utter foolishness. So, 
we depend now upon Your Holy Spirit to break down our defenses. 
We ask You to unmask the deformity of our sin, to move in our 
hearts to confess it, and to cause us to take refuge in Your Son Jesus 
Christ.  

We must confess, because we have not lived in a manner worthy of 
the gospel we have received. We haven’t had the same mindset 
among us that Christ Himself had when He willingly laid down His 
life for our sake. Instead of regularly glorifying You by imitating 
Christ’s humility, we’re often driven by our own selfish ambition. 
Our thoughts are constantly fixated on our own needs, wants, 
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comforts, and desires. Our days are marked by the perpetual pursuit 
of these things.  

In our near-sightedness, we often turn a blind eye to the needs of 
others around us. There have been countless times where we have 
failed to live open-handedly, and, in doing so, we’ve failed to 
communicate critical aspects of Your own divine character to those 
around us: Your compassion, Your mercy, Your love, Your goodness 
and kindness, and Your own immeasurable generosity. You spared 
not Your only son. Who are we, that we should then go and live 
with closed hands? And yet we have. 

The root of all of this is idolatry. We are bent toward serving 
ourselves. We seek first our own kingdoms. Our hearts are too 
easily drawn to worldly gain, and too out of touch with the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ. We are not yet weaned from 
mere created glory, and we are too underwhelmed with the far-
surpassing glory of the Uncreated One. We have forgotten the very 
basic principals of Your kingdom: to love You with our whole heart, 
soul and might, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. As such, we 
have violated the foundation of Your entire law.  

We confess these things and appeal by faith to the riches of Your 
mercy, shown to us in Your Son Jesus Christ. Thank You that by His 
death He canceled once for all the record of debt which stood 
against us because of our sin. Thank You that we have been raised 
with Him to newness of life and to the hope of eternal salvation. 
Help us then, by faith, to live all of life for His glory. We pray this in 
His name.  

Amen. 



 RECOMMENDED SONG 

"His Mercy Is More" 

music & lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1GiZL60c80

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

• Continue to pray for those in our community infected with 
COVID-19 and our healthcare workers who are providing a 
critical service.  

• Pray for individuals who are isolated to find joy in the 
presence of the Lord and to be productive for His kingdom. 

• Pray for local business owners who are faced with the stress of 
difficult decisions that impact their families and their 
employees. 

• Pray for our local schools and teachers - for the major 
adjustments they have made to continue to educate and 
support students.  

• Pray for wisdom and decrement for all leaders involved in 
making decisions for when and how to best reopen and care 
for all people. 
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• Pray for our missions partner CareNet.  Both for their local 
move but also for their director in Utica, Paul Marshall, who 
just lost his daughter to an overdose 

• Pray for our brothers and sisters of the Missio Church.  Please 
pray for:  

• The health of people in their congregation.  

• Those who have lost their jobs and struggle to navigate the 
unemployment system. 

• Their witness to the hope and power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

“NOW MAY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, AND GOD 
OUR FATHER, WHO LOVED US AND GAVE US ETERNAL 
COMFORT AND GOOD HOPE THROUGH GRACE, COMFORT 
YOUR HEARTS AND ESTABLISH THEM IN  EVERY GOOD WORK 
AND WORD.” 2 THESSALONIANS 2:16-17 

Words to Live By for May 

Proverbs 3:5–6 

 [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

  and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, 



  and he will make straight your paths. (ESV)


